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GENERAL  REPORT. 


The  following  report  comprises  the  general  work  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1890,  together 
with  certain  papers  upon  special  topics  of  sanitary  importance. 

The  report  embraces  the  following  subjects  :  — 

Report  to  the  Legislature  upon  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage, 
embracing  the  advice  op  the  board  given  under  the  author- 
ITY OF  Chapter  376  of  the  Acts  op  1888. 

Examinations  of  Water  Supplies  and  Rivers  from  June  1,  1889, 
TO  Dec  31,  1890. 

Suggestions  as  to  the  Sei.ection  of  Sources  of  Water  Supply, 
BY  F.  P.  Stearns,  C.E.,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Board. 

Report  on  Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

Summary  of  Weekly  Mortality  Reports. 

Paper  upon  Growth  of  Children,  by  Professor  H.  P.  Bowditch. 

Typhoid  Fever  in  its  Relation  to  Water  Supplies,  by  H.  F.  Mills, 
C.E. 

The  Health  of  Towns. 

The  following  members  comprised  the  Board  in  1890  :  — 

Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chairman. 


Hiram  F.  Mills, 
Frank  W.  Draper, 
Juuus  H.  Appleton, 


Elijah  U.  Jones, 
Joseph  W.  Hastings, 
John  M.  Raymond. 


Theodore  C.  Bates  resigned  in  November,  1889,  and 
Joseph  W.  Hastings  of  Warren  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 
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The  term  of  office  of  Thornton  K.  Lothrop  expired  in  June, 
1890,  and  John  M.  Raymond  of  Salem  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  in  June,  1890,  the  following 
officers  were  chosen  :  — 

Chairman, Henry  P.  Walcott. 

Secretary,     ......        Samuel  W.  Abbott. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888, 
Frederic  P.  Stearns  was  reappointed  as  the  engineer  of  the 
Board  and  Joseph  P.  Davis  as  its  consulting  engineer. 

The  following  standing  committees  were  also  chosen :  — 

Finance.  —  Messrs.  Appleion,  Walcott  and  Hastings. 

Publications. — Messrs.  Walcott,  Appleton  and  Draper. 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage.  —  Messrs.  Mills,  Walcott,  Draper,  Jones 
and  Raymond . 

Public  Institutions.  —  Messrs.  Walcott,  Mills,  Jones  and  Draper. 

Legislatioyi  and  Legal  Proceedings,  —  Messrs.  Appleton,  Hastings  and 
Raymond. 

Health  of  Towns  and  Correspondence  with  Local  Boards  of  Health, — 
Messrs.  Draper,  Mills  and  Hastings. 

Contagious  Diseases.  —  Messrs.  Jones,  Walcott  and  Draper. 

Registration  of  Vital  Statistics.  —  Messrs.  Draper,  Walcott  and  Jones. 


Contagious  Diseases. 

The  year  1890  was  unusually  free  from  severe  outbreaks  of 
contagious  disease.  The  only  noteworthy  epidemic  was  that 
of  influenza,  which  began  in  December,  1889,  and  ended  in 
February,  1890,  and  was  made  the  subject  of  a  special  investi- 
gation and  report  in  the  last  annual  report. 

S7nall-pox. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  small-pox  which  were  reported 
to  the  Board  during  the  year  was  only  six,  of  which  one  only 
was  fatal.  The  cases  were  limited  to  four  families,  and  the 
pailiculars  relative  to  these  cases  are  detailed  in  the  following 
table :  — 
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Record  of  Cases  ofSmcUl-pox  reported  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  1890, 
under  the  Provisions  of  Chapter  138  of  the  Acts  of  1883, 


^  '           Place 

Date 

• 

1 

of 
Occurrence. 

of 
Report. 

Nationality. 

Age. 

1 

at 

Occupation. 

II 

1 1 

G't  Barriogton, 

Feb.  17,    Irish, 

'24yrs. 

M. 

- 

Operative, 

Yes. 

1 

22 

»3 

G't  Barringtoo, 
Huntington, 

Mar.    2,    Irish, 

April  15,    Fr.  Canadian, . 

20    " 
:    3    •• 

F. 
F. 

- 

Operative  in 
woollen  mill. 

Yes. 
No. 

^ 

M 

Huntington, 

April  15,    Fr.  Canadian, . 

i    1    " 

M. 

1 

- 

No. 

- 

*5 

Boston, 

May     9,  '  United  States, 

1 

'52    " 

M. 

- 

Teamster. 

- 

- 

»6 

Chelaea,     . 

-           - 

18    " 

F. 

1  1 

i 

- 

1  Contracted  in  Mcriden,Conn.;  vaccinated  at  age  of  three  years. 
>  Sister  of  No.  1 ;  vaccinated  February  21. 

3  Father  and  two  aunts  worked  in  paper  mill  in  which  both  foreign  and  domestic  rags 
were  used. 

*  Doubtful;  no  scar  to  be  seen. 

•  Date  of  death  June  9, 1890. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  Massachusetts  from  this  cause 
for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  as  follows  :  — 


Years. 
1881, 

1882, 
1883, 
1884, 
1885, 
188G, 


Deaths. 

.    47 

.     45 

o 

.      3 

.     19 
.       1 


Years. 

1887, 
1888, 
1889, 
1890, 


Deailii. 

.      3 

.      9 

.      6 

1 


Total,  ten  years, . 


139 


Notice  of  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  small-pox  was  also 
received  from  the  public  health  authorities  of  the  following 
States  and  provinces,  these  notices  having  been  sent  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  International  Con- 
ference of  Boards  of  Health  at  Toronto,  Oct.  6,  1886. 

Connecticut. — Two  cases  at  Windsor,  January,  1890.  In 
these  cases  it  was  stated  that  the  disease  was  contracted  by 
riding  in  a  hack  in  which  a  previous  patient  ill  with  small-pox 
had  been  conveyed  to  hospital.  Four  cases  also  at  Windsor  in 
January,  contracted  by  persons  working  in  the  rag-room  of  a 
paper  mill.  Seven  cases  at  Meriden,  February  14,  origin  un- 
known. (The  Great  Barrington  cases,  reported  above,  origi- 
nated at  Meriden,  Conn.)  Nineteen  cases  at  Meriden,  April  1, 
contracted  from  previous  cases. 
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Michi'jan.  — One  case  at  Grand  Rapida,  Fehruary  12; 
laborer  ;  origio  of  disease  iioknown.  One  case  at  Big  Kapids, 
February  20;  origin  unknown. 

Pi-ovince  of  Qiiehec. — One  cose,  November  15,  at  Grosse 
lale  ;  an  imniigriint.  One  case.  July  5,  at  Grosse  Isle  ;  origin 
uoknowD.    One  case,  July  14,  at  Grosse  Isle ;  origin  uaknown. 

Kansas.  —  One  case  at  Topeka,  April  10  ;  origin  unknowu. 

Maine.  —  One  case  at  Searsport,  June  I!;  origin  unknown; 
came  from  Porto  Rico.  Three  cases  at  ^earsport,  June  25, 
contracted  from  previous  case.  One  case  at  tienrsport,  June 
17,  contracted  from  previous  case. 

Other  Infectiotis  Diseases. 

Two  caaea  of  leprosy  were  reported  as  existing  in  Pennayl- 
vania;  one  reported  from  Philadelphia,  April  1,  1890,  a  Chi- 
nese immigrant ;  the  other  reported  November  1,  from  Cboster, 
a  Swede  ;  had  been  a  resident  of  Chester  three  years. 

In  addition  to  these,  six  cases  of  typhus  fever  were  reported 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  New  York.  Jan.  6,  1890. 
They  bad  arrived  on  a  steamer  from  Antwerp  during  December. 

jDij)/il/ieria. 
The  attention  of  the  Board  having  been  called  to  the  follow- 
ing cases  by  the  local  boards  of  health  of  certain  towns,  special 
inquiries  were  made,  as  follows:  — 

A  liejiorC  on  Four  Citsei  of  Diphtheria  in  ^fontgomery. 
At  the  request  of  Dr.  Abbott  I  went  on  May  13,  1800,  to  Hunt- 
ington to  see  some  cases  of  diphtheria  under  the  care  of  Dr.  W.  G. 
Kimball.  Dr.  Kimball  drove  nie  to  Montgomery,  a  town  situated 
away  from  any  railroad,  some  oae  thousand  feet  above  the  sea 
level.  In  Montgomery,  on  a  cross  street,  fully  one-quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  nearest  house,  is  a  deserted  f.irm  which  is  occupied 
by  a  family  in  destitute  circumstances.  The  house  is  much  dilapi- 
dated, and  in  one  room,  used  also  as  a  kitchen  and  supplied  with  a 
sink,  lived  father,  mother,  four  cbildreu  and  a  ser\-ant.  In  April, 
the  father  and  mother  went  to  Weatfield  to  take  care  of  two  older 
children  who  bad  diphtheria  in  that  town.  The  girls  lived  in  West- 
field  and  worked  in  a  tobacco  factory.  Soon  after  the  return  of  the 
parentfl  diphtheria  appeared  in  the  children  at  home.  Four  children 
have  since  had  diphtheria :  a  girl  of  fifteen,  who  has  been  sick  two 
weeks ;  a  girl  of  eleven,  who  has  been  sick  one  week ;  a  boy  of  five, 
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and  a  yoiiiiger  child,  who  died  witliin  a  few  days,  of  laryngeal  obstruc- 
tion. The  fatal  case  was  the  ouly  one  in  which  there  has  been 
diphtUeria  of  the  laryux.  In  the  other  casea  there  wna  extensive 
exudation  on  the  pharynx,  fauces  and  roof  of  the  mouth ;  in  all  the 
cases  there  wau  a  foul,  bloody  discharge  from  the  nose ;  in  all  the 
cases  vomiting  and  diarrhoea. 

At  the  time  of  iny  visit  the  hoy  was  pale,  had  a  small  and  thready 
pulse,  temperature  elevated;  both  nostrils  occluded  by  foul,  blackish 
cruBta ;  lips  ulcerated  and  black ;  soi'des  on  teeth ;  tongue  dry  and 
cracked.     He  had  bad  constant  vomiting  for  several  days. 

Girl,  fifteen  years;  pale,  emaciated,  with  a  waxy  appearance  and 
a  yellowish  tinge  of  the  skin  ;  nose,  lips  and  teeth  aa  in  tlie  boy  ; 
pulse  small  and  feeble.  Looked  very  sick  and  like  a  person  suffer- 
ing from  severe  septic  poisoning. 

Girl,  eleven  years ;  not  as  sick  as  the  preceding  girl,  but  nose  and 
mouth  in  a  similar  condition. 

The  house  was  very  dirty,  the  people  poor  and  extremely  heedless. 
In  spite  of  the  great  devotion  of  the  attending  physician,  and  his 
earnest  request  to  the  contrary,  the  family  disregarded  all  his  orders 
and  used  the  same  cloths  to  clean  the  patients  and  wipe  up  the  kitchen 
utensils.  AU  the  patients,  father,  mother  and  an  attendant,  were  in 
one  small  room.  In  a  kitchen  stove  was  a  large  fire  ;  in  the  corner  a 
sink;  three  beds,  a  sofa  and  one  chair  almost  filled  the  rest  of  the 
room. 

It  seems  evident  that  the  disease  was  brought  to  the  children  by 
the  parents,  wlio  attended  the  daughters  sick  with  diphtheria  in 
Weatfield.  The  child  that  died  was  buried  by  the  physician  and  the 
undertaker  on  the  morning  after  its  death. 

These  cases  all  belong  to  the  most  virulent  type  of  diphtheria,  and 
all  were  attended  by  severe  aepticsmia. 

As  the  house  is  almost  worthless  Dr.  Kimball  proposes  to  bum  the 
bouse  and  contents  after  the  disease  has  run  its  course.  To  indorse 
him  in  tiiis  view  he  asked  the  co-operation  of  the  State  Board  of 
Bealth. 

On  June  21  I  received  from  Dr.  Kimball  a  letter  reporting  that  all 
the  cases  seen  with  him  on  May  IS  have  since  died.  One  of  the 
older  girls  died  in  Westfield ;  all  four  who  lived  in  Montgomery 
died ;  the  first  died  of  laryngeal  obstruction  on  the  fifth  day,  the 
Others  on  the  fourteenth,  seventeenth,  and  twenty-third  days  respec- 
tively.     No   other   cases    have  appeared   since   in   Montgomery    or 


Respectfully  submitted  to  the  State  Board  of  Health, 

Henky  Jackson. 
JusE  X),  1890, 
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An  Epidemic  of  Diphtheria  at  Easlkampton,  Hampshire  CoutUy, 
MasaachuatUs. 

EastbamptOD  is  BituaCed  on  tbc  river  Maohau,  three  miles  from  the 
Connecticut  River  nud  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  tbe  foot  of 
Mount  Tom.  Tlie  cliief  part  of  tlie  town  is  on  a  amaU  plateau  some 
hnndred  feet  above  the  bed  of  the  Manban.  South  of  tlie  centre  of 
the  tovrii  are  two  large  ponds  wliich  are  utilized  for  manufacturing 
purj>oeea.  Between  tbe  ponds  and  Blotint  Tom  ia  a  plateau  which 
elopes  gradually  down  to  the  pond ;  across  this  plateau  runs  a  ra^'iIle 
from  sotitli  to  north,  in- which  there  is  a  small  stream  which  empties 
into  the  lower  mill-pond.  A  part  of  the  plateau  slopes  towards  the 
sonth  or  upper  mill-pond,  another  part  towards  the  ravine  mentioned 
above,  while  the  northerly  portion  drains  into  the  lower  mill-pond. 
These  ponds  finally  empty  into  an  arm  of  the  Connecticut  River, 
which  in  past  times  formed  the  chief  bed  of  that  river. 

These  ponds  are  dammed,  and  in  dry  weather  the  flow  of  water  ia 
80  slight  that  the  manufactories  on  the  banks  are  obliged  to  use 
stonm.  Throughout  tiie  town  the  surface  soil  ia  dry,  composed  of 
sand  or  gravel,  and  some  three  feet  below  the  surface  is  a  layer  of 
clay. 

The  town  receives  its  water  from  three  sources :  Urst,  a  pond  some 
two  miles  west  of  the  town  and  now  rarely  used ;  second,  from  a 
reservoir  situated  on  Mount  Tom  supplied  naturally  from  springs  in 
its  immediate  neighborhood.  This  reservoir  has  been  in  use  for  about 
B  year  and  furnishes  awaterof  good  quality,  os  determined  byohemi- 
cal  analysis.  In  the  centre  of  the  town  there  are  sewers  ;  one  empties 
into  the  Manhan,  which  is  shallow  but  has  a  swift  current  even  ia  dry 
weathur ;  the  opening  of  the  eener  is  so  situated  that  it  ia  not  exposed 
at  any  time.  Another  partof  the  town  is  supplied  with  sewers  which 
empty  into  the  lower  mill-poud.  A  very  small  part  of  the  plateau 
towards  Mount  Tom  ia  drained  by  a  sewer  which  empties  into  the 
upper  mill-pond.  Since  the  outbreak  of  diphtheria,  in  June,  a  sewer 
has  been  built  which  will  drain  a  large  part  of  the  most  thickly 
settled  part  of  the  plateau.  The  ravine  above  mentioned  would 
affoixl  a  natural  bed  for  a  sewer  which  would  drain  to  the  greatest 
advantage  the  remaining  section  of  the  plateau. 

The  town  is  situated  on  a  branch  of  the  Connecticut  River  Railroad. 
There  are  4,300  inhabitants.  During  the  last  four  years  an  accurate 
account  of  infectious  diaeuse  has  beeu  kept,  and  during  that  lime  the 
mortality  has  been  small  and  there  has  been  a  mutked  absence  of 
infectious  disease,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  subjoined  tnble. 
The  only  exception  to  this  rule  is  liie  occurrence  of  an  epidemic  of 
typhoid  fever  some  yeara  ago  in  a  portion  of  the  town  called  "  the 
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new  city,"  situated  some  distance  from  the  centre.  Tliis  epidemic 
was  at  the  time  attributed  to  the  bad  hygienic  condition  of  a  mill  in 
which  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  *'  new  city  "  worked.  Extensive 
changes  were  at  that  time  made  in  the  mill,  and  since  then  there  has 
been  no  recurrence  of  typhoid  fever. 

Cafies  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  Board  of  Health,  1885-1S90, 


YEAR. 


l*carlet- 
fevcr. 


Dlphthcrln. 


Typhoid 
fever. 


1885,  . 

1886,  . 

1887,  . 

1888,  . 

1889,  . 

1890,  to  June  6, 


5 
2 
9 
2 
15 


2 

1 

22 


72 


1 
1 


Two  of  the  cases  in  1889  occurred  in  May  and  July  respectively. 
As  no  more  cases  occurred  for  six  mouths,  until  the  outbreak  of  the 
present  epidemic,  these  cases  are  not  included  in  this  report.  The 
case  in  July  was  on  the  street  in  which  there  were  the  most  cases  in 
the  epidemic,  but  further  than  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  trace  the 
present  epidemic  to  that  case. 

PresetU  Epidemic, 

December  7.  —  Five  cases  in  one  family. 

December  20, — Two  cases.  From  this  date  to  May  27,  85  cases 
were  reported.  Total,  92  cases  in  five  months ;  mortality,  28,  or 
30.4  per  cent. 

Children,  fifteen  years  or  under,    .        .        .  64 ;  mortality,  37.5  per  cent. 

Adults, 28;  mortality,  15     percent. 

One  year  or  under, 5 ;  mortality,  60     per  cent. 

Thirty-five  years  or  older,       .        .        .        •  5 ;  mortality,  20     per  cent. 

The  oldest,  sixty-five  years,  and  the  youngest,  seven  months,  both 
recovered. 

Of  the  first      23  cases, 8  died. 

Of  the  second  23  cases, 8  died. 

Of  the  third     23  cases, 4  died. 

Of  the  fourth  23  cases, 8  died. 

Total,  92  cases, 28  died. 
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The  above  table  shows  that  there  was  no  material  change  in  the 
virulence  of  the  epidemic  during  its  course. 
These  92  cases  occurred  in  49  families. 

In  1  family, 6  cases. 

In  2  families, 5  cases* 

In  2  families, 4  cases. 

In  7  families, 3  cases. 

In  9  families, 2  cases. 

In  hotel, 2  cases. 

In  25  families, 1  case. 

Sixty  cases  occurred  in  a  small  district  on  the  plateau  already  men- 
tioned ;  of  these  60  cases  4  were  situated  at  quite  a  distance  from 
the  others,  towards  Mount  Tom.  Thirty-one  cases  occurred  on  Gough, 
Pine  and  Holyoke  streets ;  these  streets  had  no  sewer  and  all  the 
houses  have  cesspools  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  house,  or 
allow  the  refuse  water  to  run  out  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
Three  cases  occurred  on  Everett  Street  at  a  distance  from  the  centre 
of  the  town  and  far  from  the  plateau ;  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
these  cases  occurred  in  a  house  situated  on  the  border  of  the  ravine 
above  mentioned,  which  formed  a  natural  drain  to  a  part  of  the 
district  where  a  large  number  of  cases  occurred.  Ten  cases  occurred 
at  a  distance  of  a  mile  or  more  from  the  centre  of  the  town  and  from 
the  plateau.    This  leaves  a  balance  of  22  cases,  which  were  scattered 

pretty  equally  through  all  parts  of  the  town. 

* 

Distribution  of  Cases  by  Streets. 

In  district  on  plateau  between  the  mill  ponds  and  Mount  Tom,      .        .    60 
Everett  Street,  east  from  city  (near  ravine), 3 


North  Street  (1  fami 

Crow  Hill, . 

New  City,  . 

Clark  Avenue, 

Main,. 

Hotel, 

Manhan,     . 

Pavson, 

Pleasant,    . 

Prospect,    . 

Summer,    . 

Union, 

Williston  Avenue, 


y),  north  from  centre, 4 

2 


Adjoining 
streets. 


I  Scattered  through  the  central 
part  of  the  town. 


22 


92 


I  visited  15  houses,  besides  the  hotel,  in  which  cases  of  diphtheria 
appeared.  A  few  of  them  were  connected  with  the  town  sewer 
but  their  sinks  were  not  separated  from  the  sewer  by  an  efficient  trap. 
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In  most  of  the  houses  the  kitchen  eioks  were  connected  with  very 
foul  cesspools,  and  io  no  citae  did  I  find  any  elllcient  traps.  In  many 
of  the  houses  visited  the  drain  pipes  were  broken  in  the  cellars,  thereby 
allowing  the  sewage  to  run  directly  upon  tlie  floor. 

Of  the  4t(  lionses  where  diphtheria  appeared  34  were  aitn.ited  on 
streets  in  which  there  was  no  sewer  ;  15  houses  were  situated  on  the 
tine  of  a  town  sewer,  and  of  this  number  8  were  connected  with  the 
sewer  and  7  were  not.  Since  the  epidemic  a  sewer  has  already  been 
laid  which  passes  through  a  large  part  of  the  district  where  diphtheria 
prevailed  to  the  greatest  extent. 

Stwers. 

No  sewer  in  street, 34  houses. 

Sewer  in  street  bnt  no  connection, 7  houses. 

Sener  In  street  and  connected, S  houses. 

4<J  houses. 
Report  on  Individtiul  Bbtises, 

1 .  R ,  Holyoke  Street ;  a  new  house  on  the  further  end  of  the 

plateau.  No  sewer.  A  young  woman  and  a  young  man  who  worked 
in  the  mill  had  diphtheria  and  both  recovered.  In  the  yard  is  a  cess- 
pool at  some  distance  from  the  house  ;  no  trap  ;  pipes  good.  In  the 
sink  is  a  bell  trap,  which  appears  to  be  the  favorite  form  of  trap  at 
Easthanipton,  and  in  most  cases  the  only  one  in  use.  The  bell  trap  is 
placed  in  the  sink  in  the  place  of  an  ordinary  filter  and  is  supposed 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  sewer  gas.  Near  this  house  are  five  other 
new  bouses,  and  in  one  there  was  a  case  of  diphtheria.  All  are 
practically  in  the  same  condition  as  to  sewage. 

2.  T ,  Water  Street.    The  house  is  at  the  foot  of  Water  Street, 

on  the  border  of  the  upper  mill-pond.  Eight  children  in  the  family ; 
five  had  diphtheria.  In  the  kitchen  is  a  sink,  and  a  pump  which 
draws  water  from  a  well  in  the  cellar.  The  waste  pipe  runs  down  on 
one  side  of  the  cellar  wall,  under  the  house,  and  empties  some  seventy- 
five  feet  from  the  house  on  the  bank  of  the  upper  mill-pond.  Into 
the  same  pond  empties  a  small  sewer,  also  a  new  sewer  laid  orr  Holyoke 
Street,  and  the  drainage  from  all  the  houses  situated  on  the  bank. 
On  the  opposite  bank  is  a  cemetery.  The  ice  for  the  town  is  cut 
from  this  pond. 

In  the  cellar  of  the  T bonsc  the  waste  pipe  is  broken  in  the 

middle,  tbe  lower  segment  being  held  in  place  by  a  string. 

There  is  a  large  drain  pipe  into  which  the  lower  end  of  the  soil 
pipe  enters  ;  the  opening  of  the  drain  pipe  is  partially  closed  by 
rags. 

There  was  at  the  time  of  the  examination  much  water  and  filth  on 
the  cellar  Iloor ;  no  trap.     It  is  diltlcult  to  imagine  a  more  daugerona 
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condiliou  of  affiiire  wheu  one  oouaidera  that  the  well  wae  under  tbis 
foul  cellar  floor. 

3.  House  on  Water  Street.  No  cases  of  diphtlieria  appeared  in 
thia  family.  The  drain  emptied  into  «  very  foul  cesspool'  The  cellar 
floor  was  wet  and  flithy,  as  the  trough  leaked  badly. 

4.  N ,  Gough  Street.     Two  children  had  diphtheria.     House 

clean.  The  kitchen  sink  was  emptied  by  a  short  pipe  which  opened 
directly  out  of  doors  on  to  a  steep  bank.  In  this  family  clothes  from 
a  case  of  diphtherin  were  washed. 

5.  T ,  Gougli  Street,     Waste  pipe  opens  directly  out  of  doors 

and  the  water  runs  into  a  trough,  where  it  accumulates.  The  exami- 
nation was  made  in  dry  weather,  yet  there  was  much  water  in  this 
trough.  Wheu  diphtheria  appeared  in  this  family  the  well  members 
of  the  family  went  to  another  bouse,  in  which  cases  of  diphtberin 
appeared  six  weeks  later. 

6.  L ,  Gough  Street.     Three  cases.     Waste  pipe  runs  directly 

into  the  yanl  and  empties  at  quite  a  distance  from  the  house. 

7.  C^ -,  Everett  Street.     House  situated  at  a  distance  from  all 

other  houses  where  diphtheria  occurred  ;  this  is  the  house  which  has 
been  referred  to  as  situated  on  the  ravine  which  runs  down  from  the 
plateau.  The  waste  pipe  enters  the  drain  pipe  in  the  cellar  at  a  right 
angle :  the  end  of  the  drain  pipe  is  closed  by  a  billet  of  wood.  The 
well  is  on  the  cellar  floor,  three  feet  from  the  drain  pipe.  This 
arrangement  allows  direct  contamination  of  the  well  by  sewage. 

8.  L ,  Cottage  Street.    Two  cases.     Cesspool  in  yard  covered 

in  by  gravel.  The  waste  pipe  opens  directly  under  the  front  step,  and 
from  here  a  part  of  the  water  ran  into  the  cesspool.  Very  fouliodori 
At  time  of  the  examination  there  was  a  high  wind.  These  examples 
are  a  fair  average  of  all  the  houses  where  an  examination  was  mode. 

a.     B ,  Cottage    Street.     Five  cases,  the  first  in  the  present 

epidemic.  The  house  is  connected  with  the  town  sewer.  The  waste 
pipe  and  the  ventilating  pipe  enter  the  drain  together,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  investigation  the  opening  of  the  drain  pipe  was  stopped  np  with 
rags.  The  rags  had  not  been  put  into  the  pipe  until  after  the  local 
board  of  health  had  made  an  investigation  of  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  house. 

10.  Hotel.  Two  cases.  Town  sewer.  The  hotel  is  situated  on 
a  steep  bank  which  slopes  du-ectly  down  to  the  river  Manban.  At  the 
time  of  the  examiuation,  under  the  kitchen  floor  was  a  foul  soft  mud, 
which  allowed  nn  iron  rod  to  sink  into  it  ten  inches.  This  part 
was  drained  hy  a  broken  tile  drain  which  emptied  into  a  small  cess- 
pool, about  two  feet  in  all  dimensions,  jitst  outside  the  hotel.  The 
lessee  of  the  hotel  said  that  when  he  superintended  the  opening  of 
this  ce9s[)ool  the  odor  was  so  foul  that  he  lost  his  breakfast. 
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Under  the  rear  part  of  the  hotel  is  a  small  cellar  which  contained 
so  much  water  that  it  had  to  be  bailed  out  before  the  plumbers  could 
get  in.  At  the  time  of  examination  it  was  wet  and  foul ;  through  it 
ran  a  broken  iron  drain.  As  the  drain  was  stopped  up  the  trap  on 
the  urinal  waste  pipe  had  been  opened,  so  that  the  waste  from  the 
urinal  ran  directly  upon  the  cellar  floor. 

Nashawannuck  Manufacturing  Company.  Sewer  runs  directly  into 
the  pond  on  which  the  factory  is  situated.  The  rooms  appeared  to 
have  good  air ;  in  each  room  were  two  doors  for  closets  supplied  with 
water  by  an  overhead  tank. 

At  Easthampton  is  situated  the  Williston  Seminary,  a  school  for 
boys  and  young  men.  There  are  about  one  hundred  scholars  in  the 
seminary  and  there  has  not  been  a  case  of  diphtheria.  No  water  is 
supplied  in  the  bed-rooms.  In  the  urinals  there  is  constantly  running 
water,  and  the  closets  are  flushed  from  overhead  tanks ;  examination 
of  the  vaults. showed  them  to  be  clean  and  free  from  odor. 

Prof.  W.  T.  Mather  of  Williston  Seminary  has  examined  several 
specim^s  of  well  water  taken  from  different  houses  through  the  town. 
Through  his  kindness  I  am  enabled  to  report  an  examination  of  seven 
wells.  Three  came  from  houses  where  there  had  been  cases  of  diph- 
theria: all  were  bad.  One  *' very  dangerous"  came  from  a  well 
which  is  five  feet  from  the  cesspool. 

Aside  from  these  examinations,  in  two  houses  where  diphtheria 
appeared  it  was  reported  to  me  by  the  agent  of  the  local  board  of 
health  that  an  analysis  of  the  water  had  shown  it  to  be  bad. 

Analysis  of  Well  WcUcr  btj  Prof.  W.  T.  ^T(Uhcr. 


1. 


». 


s. 


4. 


Solids  (grains  per  g^llou),    .     11.4 
Chlorine  (grAins  per  galloD),       1.5 


Free  ammonia  (parts  per  mil- 
lion),      


Albarainoid  ammonia  (parts 
per  million), 
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15.2 
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.068 


1.754  i  .126 

Very        Danger- 
dnnu^i*.   I       out). 
Diphth.  I  Diphth. 


To  review  the  matter  in  a  few  words :  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria 
has  appeared  in  a  town  which  has  in  previous  years  been  remarkably 
free  from  infectious  diseases,  and  has  in  general  had  a  low  rate  of 
mortality.  Sixty  cases,  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number,  occurred  in 
a  small  district  situated  at  some  distance  from  the  most  thickly  set- 
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tied  part  of  the  towu.  Investigation  has  shown  tliat  almost  invariably 
the  sanitary  condition  of  .the  bouses  in  which  dipbtberia  occurred  was 
bad,  and  in  several  of  tbe  houses  tbe  water  supply  was  iu  close  con- 
nection with  foul  and  broken  drains.  In  all  cases  where  the  water 
has  been  examined  it  has  been  found  to  be  bad. 

The  first  cases  reported,  'i  in  number,  were  in  the  family  B^ oa 

Cottage  Street.  No  member  of  this  family  bud  been  ont  of  town. 
The  first  member  taken  sick  was  a  boy  nine  years  of  age  ;  he  attended 
the  Cbapel  Street  school  and  came  home  from  school  with  a  headache 
and  aore  tbi-oat.     Within  a  few  days  tbe  four  other  children  had  the 

disease.     Mrs.  B asserts  that  no  one  visited  the  house  while  the 

disease  lasted  and  the  children  did  not  go  to  scbool. 

Two  weeks  later  a  few  scattered  cases  appeared  in  the  centre  of 
tbe  town  and  on  North  Street,  which  is  situated  at  some  distance 
from  the  town.  On  December  ^0  tbe  epidemic  began  which  spread 
to  such  an  extent  ou  the  plateau  towards  Slount  Tom.  The  casea  as 
they  appeared  in  the  centre  appeared  to  be  limited  to  the  houses  in 
which  they  originally  appeared,  and  in  no  instance  did  the  'disease 
spread  to  adjoining  bouses.  On  the  plateau  the  disease  crept  gradu- 
ually  along  from  house  to  house.  It  is  difficult  to  find  a  satisfactory 
cause  for  this  difference  in  the  course  of  tbe  disease  in  the  two  sec- 
tions of  the  town. 

As  soon  as  a  case  of  diphtheria  appeared  in  a  house  the  family  wa» 
quarantined  and  a  red  flag  placed  upon  the  house ;  in  spite  of  these 
precautions  it  is  known  that  several  families,  in  all  of  whom  diph- 
theria appeared,  associated  together  during  the  disease. 

Most  of  the  children  on  the  plateau  attended  a  school  ou  Chftpel 
Street.  An  investigation  of  this  building  showed  it  to  be  in  good 
condition.  In  the  rear  is  a  vault  which  at  tbe  time  of  esaroiuatioa 
was  in  good  condition.  One  of  the  buildings  was  closed  where 
there  was  a  case  of  diphtheria  in  an  adjoining  house. 

Ou  February  1  a  milkman  was  taken  sick,  and  continued  on  hifl 
route  for  several  days  before  diphtheria  developed.  An  investigation 
of  the  matter  shows  that  it  is  impossible  to  trace,  any  of  the  cases  to 
this  man,  as  of  fifty-six  families  supplied  with  milk  from  this  farm 
only  one  had  diphtheria.  Diphtheria  appeared  iu  tbia  family  four 
weeks  before  the  milkman  h.id  the  disease. 

As  no  proof  can  be  offered  as  to  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  the 
district  described  as  the  plateau,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  most 
salient  features  of  the  iuvestigation. 

Firgt.  The  geological  formation  of  tbe  land  on  the  plateau  is  anoh 
that  cesspools  and  surface  drainage  are  dangerous.  This  is  depend- 
ent upon  the  layer  of  clay,  a  few  feet  below  the  surface  of  tbe  ground, 
which  prevents  the  water  from  sinking  into  the  ground.     A  proof  of 
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this  theory  is  found  in  the  bad  condition  of  all  tlie  well  water  wbich 
has  been  examined. 

Sei-ond.  In  many  instances  the  wells  are  placed  in  close  proximity 
to  the  cesspools,  or,  what  is  more  reprehensible,  in  a  cellar  through 
which  runs  a  broken  or  leaky  soil  pipe. 

Third.  The  very  bad  condition  of  the  soil  pipes  in  many  of  the 
honses. 

Fourth.  The  town  has  intro<1uced  an  abnndant  supply  of  good 
water  but  has  failed  to  lay  sewer  pipes  capable  of  carrying  off  the 
increased  amount  of  sewage  necessarily  dependent  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  an  abundant  supply  of  water. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  chairman  of 
the  selectmen  and  the  agent  of  the  board  of  health  of  Easthampton 
for  their  courtesy  in  doing  all  in  their  power  to  aid  me  in  my  investi- 
gation. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

IlENiiY  Jackson,  M.T). 

DipMheria  at  Cxbridge. 

Uxbridge,  population  3,300  to  3,400.  Town  composed  of  several 
villages  ;  has  eight  to  ten  mills  ;  three  rivers,  West,  Blackstone  and 
Mumford,  on  the  banks  of  which,  or  on  canals  therefrom,  tlie  mills 
lie.  Has  three  physicians,  two  actively  practising;  the  board  of 
selectmen  act  as  boanl  of  health.  Either  the  records  are  imperfectly 
kept  or  cases  are  not  reported ;  it  seems  at  present  the  latter.  Where 
several  cases  of  contagious  disease  break  out  in  succession,  only  the 
first  case  in  each  family  seems  reported.  Then  the  physicians  report 
orally  to  the  selectmen  anywhere,  and  not  iu  writing. 

The  town  has  a  water  supply  from  springs  pumped  to  a  reservoir. 
It  was  a  private  supply  but  Is  now  owned  by  town.  The  town,  water 
does  not  reach  Heclaville,  situated  between  West  and  Dlackstone 
rivers,  nor  Wheelockville,  nor  across  the  Blackstone.  There  is  no 
system  of  sewerage. 

Town  records  show  measles  and  some  diphtheria  in  1885.  In  1886 
little  or  nothing  recorded.  In  1887  there  were  12  eases  of  diphtheria, 
but  6  were  in  one  family.  In  1888  there  were  11)  cases  of  scarlet- 
fever.  In  1889  nothing  recorded.  In  1800,  May  to  August  20, 
there  have  been  30  or  37  cases  of  diphtheria.  4  deaths  therefrom. 
Four  fresh  eases  at  date.  August  20  ;  2  in  one  family  and  1  in  a 
family  in  the  house  next  beyond.  Most  of  these  cases  in  Heclaville 
were  in  houses  where  one,  three,  four  and  nine  families  live,  and  in 
other  cases  (save  two  or  three)  there  is  relationship,  or  connection  by 
work  with  the  mill  opposite.     In  six  houses,  comprising  twenty  fami- 
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lies,  nnd  one  Ijonrdiug-lKiuse  with  leas  tlinn  one  liundred,  probably 
fifty  feet  removed  from  one  aootlier,  there  have  been  29  cases  of 
diphtheria,  and  i  dt^ntlis ;  3  eases,  includc-d  in  29,  at  present. 

Mary  L ,  a  young  woman  nndor  twenty,  was  the  first  persoa 

affected.  Slay  1,  1890;  case  called  f)uinsy,  till  a.  day  before  death. 
The  neighbors  came  in  and  laid  her  out;  no  public  fnneral  was 
allowed.  Two  {K)ssible  sources  of  contagion  were  reported ;  one, 
that  she  attended  a  funeral  in  a  neighboring  town  about  two  weeka 
previously ;  it  is  denied  that  this  death  was  from  diphtheria.  Sec- 
ondly, that  she  attended  a  ball  in  Woonaocket  before  she  came  down. 
The  lattur  seems  the  probable  source  of  contagion.  Five  others  iu 
tlie  same  family  became  sick. 

Then  on  Msy  IS  the  family  G ,  in  the  same  house,  below,  had 

eiglit  children  and  one  grandchild  sick,  of  whom  one  child  and  the 
grandchild  died.  The  mother  came  from  another  town  to  her  home, 
bad  tlie  diseaee,  and  also  her  child,  a  baby. 

One  other   family  living  iu  this  bouse,  G ,  had  a  child  sick 

May  25,  which  died. 

Wooden  box  drains  cany  kitchen  water  down  into  covered  drain 
running  into  open  cesspool,  now  covered.     This  open  cesspool  served 

for  the  O'B house.     G ,   senior,   says   occasionally  smells 

came   iu    kitchen  window,  after  rains,  or  from  wooden  drain  from 

above.     Well  back  of  house  seems  safe.     The  G child  in  same 

house  was  sick  May  "25,  dying  later.  The  health  records  are  bo 
incomplete  that  dates  are  wanting. 

But  the  six  houses  most  affected  have  had  cases  from  May  to  Res- 
ent time,  August  26.  On  June  10,  one  in  the  family  living  in  next 
bouse,  seventy  feet  distant,  on  same  side,  having  their  closed  drain 
nin  into  the  open  cesspool  common  to  both  houses :  and  on  Jane 
7.  four  O'B children,  in  the  same  house,  came  down. 

The  H child  became  sick  on  May  27.     The  man  supplies  milk 

from  Heel  a  Company  farm.  Tlie  house  is  perhaps  one  hundred  yards 
remote  fi-om  the  K house,  and  is  a  better  one.  The  child  prob- 
ably  bad  contact  with  the   other  children,  possibly  went  with  the 

father.     G child,  with  a  rag  nrouad  its  throat,  waa  seen  about 

the  H house. 

Miss  I) ,  living  one  mile  north,  was  taken  sick  June  U;  she 

worked  at  the  IleelH  Mill,  and  would  have  to  come  into  Hecla^^^le, 
nnd  into  cotitact  with  the  people  there. 

A  D case  in   May,  one-third   to  one-half  mile   remote,   not 

U-aced  ;  probable  connection  with  mill  people.    June  20,  man  named 

H ,  living  on  east  side  of  Mumford  River,  a  mile  from  llsbridge 

village,  became  sick.     There  had  been  trouble  over  ten  or  twelve 
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years   about  drains.     The    cesspool    overflowed  while   II was 

sick.  The  man  worked  at  Calumet  Mills,  run  by  same  firm  as  Heela, 
but  remote  a  mile. 

There  was  a  brief   time   in  July  when   no  cases   appeared.     In 

August,  L child  was  taken  sick.     Mother  stated  the   G s, 

nearly  opposite,  had  been  convalescent  three  or  four  weeks.  House 
has  open  drain  running  from  house  to  an  open  and  bad  cesspool  near 

privy.     The  K family  had  one  case  August  1 1  ;  house  south  of 

L ,  eighty  feet,  or,  as  given  by  Dr.  Johnson,  one,  a  child  on 

August  1  and  the  mother,  August  26.     The  K house  has  also  a* 

bad  open  cesspool ;  tiio  drain  is  covered. 

On  August  4,  an  F child,  living  at  Wheelockville,  became  sick 

with  diphtheria  and  mumps ;  the  child  went  into  the  woods  and  drank 
out  of  tank  where  cattle  drank.  Some  others  went  with  her.  The 
mother  works  in  the  Calumet  Mill,  run  by  the  proprietors  of  Ilecla. 
Wheelockville  is  a  mile  from  Hecla,  south.  There  was  probable 
contact  with  L s  boarding-house. 

On  August  12,  the  M children,  just  north  of   L s,  were 

taken  sick  ;  two  of  the  four  being  comfortable  now.     There  are  nine 

tenements.     The  M family  occupy    south  end.      There   is   an 

open  cesspool. 

August  14,  G child  ;  not  traced.     Mother   works   in  Calumet 

Mills. 

August  16,  K child,  living  just  south  of  L already  men- 
tioned. 

August  18,  R children,  just  north  of  M s.     Drain  also  into 

open  cesspool. 

August  23,  T.  0*B 's  child  ;  store,  half  mile  off ;  child  cousin 

of  the  other  0*B s.  The  drain  once  dammed  back  under  bed- 
room window.     Granite  store  beneath. 

There  had  been  attempts  made  to  disinfect  rooms  with  slaked 
lime,  washing,  etc.  The  physicians  seem  to  have  thoroughly  cared 
for  the  patients. 

Recommended,  First.  The  written  communication  of  every  case 
in  each  family  to  the  board  of  health  by  the  physician. 

Second,     The  placarding  of  infected  houses. 

Third,  Permits  to  enter  school  given  by  health  board,  on  certifi- 
cate of  physicians. 

Recommendations  with  reference  especially  to  the  six  tenements, 
and  other  places,  or  houses  having  open  drains,  cesspools,  wooden 
conductors,  etc. 

Fourth.  The  wooden  drains,  leading  from  second  story  down  the 
outside  of  the  house,  into  the   conducting  drain,  should   be   newly 
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boarded  or  replaced  by  eartlien  or  iron  jtipe.  The  people  on  lower 
floor  state  that  the  smell  couiea  into  their  sink-pantry  room  when 
water  is  poured  into  drain  above. 

Fifth.  That  draius  conducting  from  the  house  he  buried :  if  now 
of  wood,  they  should  be  replaced  by  earthen  pipe,  as  the  drains  that 
are  closed  pass  near  wells.  That  haa  been  done  with  some  of  the 
houses. 

Sixth.  Proper  covered  cesspools  should  be  dug,  and  replace  open 
ones  smelling  badly  and  now  placed  near  the  privies.  A  better  way 
in  the  end  would  be  to  have  covered  pipe  drains  lead  to  a  sewer  pipe 
not  far  remote,  which  discharges  .into  the  river.  Then  when  the 
town  introduces  town  water,  across  the  Btackstone,  sewerage  will  be 
ready.     Perhaps  the  down  flush  at  present  would  be  insnflicient. 

Seventh.  The  sinks  now  without  them  should  be  provided  with 
traps. 

Eighth.  The  cess[K>olB  that  are  covered  should  be  emptied  more 
frequently,  as  at  the  T.  O'B house  and  store.  The  rains  or  stop- 
page dammed  the  sink  water,  etc.,  bUok  under  the  bed-room  window. 

Niiiih.    The  siuk-rooms  shouhl  be  whitewashed. 

Tinth.  People  should  be  informed  that  diphtheria  is  a  dangerous 
disease,  and  that  its  poison  may  break  out  afresh  months  afterwards. 
Preston  Sheldon,  M.D. 

Ti/phoid  Fever. 

The  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  Las  not  differed  very  much 
throughout  the  State  in  1890  from  the  year  immediately  pre- 
ceding, so  far  as  can  be  Jearued  from  the  imperfect  returns 
of  1890. 

If  a  series  of  years  be  examined,  however,  the  data  show 
that  there  has  been  a  decided  improvement  from  one  decade  or 
quinquennial  period  to  another,  the  death-rates  from  this  cause 
being  as  follows  for  the  census  years  1865  to  1»85  :  — 

DiMih-raica  per  10,000  from  Typlioid  Ftver  in  Massachusetts. 

1865 13.4   I  1880 4.9 

1870 9.1       1885 3.9 

1875 G,4   I 

The  following  taMe  presents  the  number  of  deaths  from 
typhoid  fever  in  the  28  citie*  of  Massachusetts  for  n  period  of 
nineteen  yeura  (1871-IS89),  together  with  the  average  amiual 
mortality  ratio  per  10,000  of  the  living  population  from  the 
same  cause. 
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The  average  ratio  for  all  the  cities  was  5.43  per  10,000  of 
the  population.  This  is  estimated  from  'the  population  of  the 
census  year  1880,  which  may  be  taken  as  an  average  for  the 
period.  In  the  case  of  nine  cities,  in  which  the  rate  of  growth 
in  the  last  half  of  the  period  differed  essentially  from  that  of 
the  first  half,  the  actual  mortality  might  diifer  slightly  from 
that  which  is  stated  in  the  table. 

The  cities  which  had  a  higher  mortality  from  this  cause  than 
the  average  were  in  the  order  named  :  — 


Holyoke,  . 
Lawrence, 
Chicopee, . 
Springfield, 


.  11.32 
.  8.42 
.  8  25 
.    7.74 


Lowell 7.58 

Fall  River,       ....    7.21 
Pittsfield 5.95 


Those  which  had  a  lower  rate  of  mortality  from  the  same 
cause  were :  — 


New  Bedford,  ....  5.36 

Taunton, 5.34 

Haverhill,        ....  5.30 

Brockton,         ....  5.30 

Boston,     .        .        .        .        ^  5.02 

Salem, 4.99 

Northampton,  ....  4.93 

Marlborough,  ....  4.88 

Quincy, 4  88 

Lynn, 4  68 

Worcester,       .        .        .        .4.58 


Maiden,    . 
Chelsea,   . 
Fitchburg, 
Somerville, 
Gloucester, 
Cambridge, 
New  bury  port, 
Newton,   . 
Woburn,  . 
Waltham, 


4.55 
4.49 
4.02 
3.95 
3.95 
3  79 
8.62 
3.56 
3.37 
2.43 
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Recognizing  the  fnct  that  typhoid  fever  is  very  largely  n  dis- 
ease, the  infection  of  which  ia  conveyed  through  the  medium 
of  the  drinking  water,  the  condition  of  the  population  with 
reference  to  their  water  supplies  bore  a  very  marked  contrast 
between  H^t)5  and  1885,  since  at  the  earlier  date  a  majority  of 
the  population  were  dependent  upon  wells  {very  many  of  which 
were  poHut€d)  for  their  water  supply,  while  from  that  date  tO' 
1885  ihe  introduction  of  many  public  aupptiea  of  a  pure  and 
wholesome  character  was  very  rapid  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  fact,  as  recent  investigations  have  shown,  that  the  public 
Buppliea  of  some  of  the  large  cities  were  annually  becoming 
more  and  more  polluted,  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  would 
undoubtedly  have  shown  a  still  greater  diminution. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  called  during  the  year 
to  certain  outbreaks  of  a  limited  extent. 

At  the  Sturtevant  works,  located  on  Stony  Brook  in  Rox- 
bury,  employing  about  350  men,  there  were  in  the  fall  of  1889 
about  35  cases  of  illness,  and  one  death.  A  portion  of  the 
cases  of  illness  were  reported  to  have  been  typhoid  fever. 

The  water  used  for  drinking  purposes  was  from  two  sources  ; 
from  the  city  supply  and  from  a  well  on  the  premises.  The 
faucets  supplying  the  latter  had  been  closed  liefore  the  visit 
of  the  secretary  of  the  Board  tu  this  establishment  (Oct.  18, 
1890).  The  first  case  occurred  in  August,  1890.  The  well 
which  had  been  used  as  a  partial  drinking-water  supply  is 
located  on  the  bank  of  the  brook,  and  not  more  than  five  feet 
distant  from  it.  It  ia  about  twelve  feet  deep  and  had  about 
three  feet  of  water  in  it  at  time  of  visit.  The  level  of  the 
water  in  the  well  being  about  the  same  as  in  the  brook,  in  time 
of  high  water  the  water  of  the  brook  might  pass  directly  into 
the  well.  Above  the  well,  in  an  adjoining  yard,  at  a  distance 
of  about  fifteen  feet  and  at  a  height  of  about  ten  feet  or  more 
above  the  water  in  the  well,  was  a  very  filthy  privy  vault,  which 
was  full  and  running  over.  The  cOntents  of  this  vunlt  in  a  rain- 
storm might  flow  with  pretty  direct  course  down  a  slope  toward 
the  well.  Inquiry  at  the  two  tenement  houses  in  this  yard  did 
not  elicit  any  information  as  to  the  previous  existence  of  typhoid 
fever  at  either  of  them.  Stony  Brook,  which  passes  directly 
by  the  well  and  probably  furnishes  a  part  at  least  of  its  water, 
receives  sewage  from  a  considerable  territory  above  the  works. 
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Typhoid  Fever  occurring  upon  a  Milk  Route. 

Several  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  Newton  ill  Sep 
tember,  October  and  November,  1830,  in  a  limited  locality" 
near  the  Nonautiim  mills.  There  were  comparatively  few 
cases  in  the  city  iit  the  time.  The  principal  point  in  common 
among  these  cases  was  the  milk  supply.  All  of  them  took 
milk  from  one  milkman  living  in  Waltham.  On  further  inquiry 
it  was  found  that  other  cases  occurred  in  Watertown  among  the 
customers  of  tne  same  milkman.  Upon  the  routes  of  sixty  or 
more  milkmen  in  the  same  city  it  was  not  learned  that  there 
were  any  other  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

On  visiting  the  dairy  in  question  it  was  found  to  ho  in  good 
condition ;  the  stable  and  house  being  both  new  and  neatly 
kept.  The  proprietor  kept  about  ten  cows  and  purchased 
some  milk  from  another  dairy  farm  ten  miles  distant.  When 
the  house  and  barn  were  built  the  owner  dug  a  well  in  the  rear 
of  the  stable  to  furnish  water  for  the  cows  and  for  washing.  In 
the  dry  weather  of  the  summer  of  18130  the  well  failed  to  yield 
a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  not  being  deep  enough,  and  a  now 
well  was  dug,  work  being  begun  upon  it  aljout  the  middle  or 
last  of  August.  Meantime,  while  the  new  well  was  being  dug, 
water  was  obtained  from  the  house  of  a  neighbor.  At  this 
time  there  were  four  cases  of  typhoid  fever  at  the  neighbor's 
house,  one  of  which  died  soon  after.  The  well  from  which  the 
dairyman  obtained  his  temporary  supply  of  water  was  in  a 
small  out-house  attached  to  the  barn.  In  the  barn  cellar,  and 
about  twenty  feet  from  the  well,  was  a  pool  of  liquid  filth  or 
manure  about  one  foot  in  depth,  extending  over  a  large  part  of 
the  bottom  of  the  barn  cellar.  The  family  at  this  tarm-house 
used  tbc  water  of  another  well  situated  in  front  of  the  house  as 
their  water  supply.  The  dairyman  claimed  that  the  only  use 
to  which  the  water  obtained  from  the  neighboring  farm-house 
was  put,  was  for  drinking  iwrposes,  and  not  for  the  washing  of 
miik-cans  or  other  work  in  connection  with  the  milk  supply. 
The  room  in  which  the  cans  were  washed  was  neat  and  well 
kept.  It  contained  a  small  boiler  in  which  water  was  ■ 
heated  at  the  time  of  the  visit.  Cans  were  being  washed,  jj 
well  as  glass  jars,  since  this  milkman  had  a  coosiden 
land  for  milk  delivered  in  this  manner.     It  was  quite  [I 


that  the  witter  used  for  washing  was  not  brought  to  the  boiling 
point,  but  was  scarcely  more  than  lukewarm. 

The  furm-house  at  which  the  cattes  and  death  from  typhoid 
fever  occurred  was  closed  at  the  time  of  the  vi»it  and  nothing 
could  be  learned  from  the  family. 

The  facta,  then,  so  far  as  known  may  be  summed  up  as 
follows :  — 

Typhoid  fever  existed  at  a  farm-house  in  August,  1890,  occu- 
pied by  line  13 •.     A  neighboring  dairyman,  G ,  has  a 

well  which  became  dry  in  August.     He  obtains  water  from  a 

well  at  the  house  of  B .     His  milk  cans  are  imperfectly 

scalded.  Ho  distributes  milk  in  Waltham  and  Watertown. 
Typhoid  fever  appears  among  his  customers  in  each  of  these 
places  early  in  September ;  hut  few  other  cases  existed  in  either 
of  these  towns  at  the  time.     The  typhoid  germ  was  not  found 

in  the  water  of  the  well  at  the  house  of  B ,  although  search 

was  made  for  it.  In  fact,  it  was  not  looked  for  until  November, 
at  a  time  when,  if  it  had  existed,  it  bad  probably  disappeared. 

We  cannot  therefore  conclude  that  it  did  not  exist  at  a  pre- 
vious daj'.  It  appears  probable  that  the  typhoid  infection  did 
exist  there  and  that  in  some  way  the  infection  passed  from  the 
sick  jierrtons  in  B 's  house  through  the  medium  of  the  cess- 
pool, the  barn  cellar,  the  well  and  the  milk-cans  of  G to 

the  alimentary  tracts  of  G 's   customers  in   Waltham  and 

Watertown . 

HvDROPlIOniA. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Board,  page  xxvii,  reference 
was  made  to  the  prevalence  of  hydrophobia  in  the  State  during 
the  previous  year.  Since  the  date  of  that  report  observations 
have  been  made  upon  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  which  tend 
to  show  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  oases  of  rabies  among  animals,  as  well  as  of  hydro- 
phobia among  human  beings.  The  extent  or  area  of  its  preva- 
lence has  also  been  much  greater  than  it  was  in  1889,  in  which 
year  it  was  confined  mainly  to  the  eastern  coimties  of  the  Stat«. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  a  brief  review  will  be  pre- 
Bentcd  of  its  occurrence  in  the  State  during  the  past  forty-eight 
years  of  registration,  such  facts  being  presented  as  relate  to 
the  mortality  from  this  cause  among  human  beings. 
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The  whole  number  of  deaths  recorded  from  this  cause  in  the 
State  from  1842  to  1890,  inclusive,  was  106  ;  of  this  number  87, 
or  82.1  per  cent.,  were  males,  and  19,  or  17.9  per  cent.,  were 
females. 

The  geographical  distribution  of  cases  was  as  follows  :  — 


Deaths  from  Hydrophobia  by  Counties  for  the  forty -eight  years,  1S42-1S90. 


Barnstable, 

.      2 

Middlesex, . 

.    23 

Berkshire,  .        .         .        . 

:     2 

Nantucket, . 

— 

Bristol, 

.   u 

Norfolk, 

.     16 

Dukes, 

.     1 

Plymouth,  . 

.      3 

Essex, 

.     16 

Suffolk,       . 

.     13 

Franklin,    . 

.      2 

Worcester, . 

.      6 

Hampden,  .        .        .        . 

Hampshire, 

.            1 

106 

By  way  of  comparison  the  statistics  of  the  United  States  for 
the  census  year  1880  are  herewith  presented,  together  with 
those  of  England,  as  given  by  Dr.  Longstaff  in  his  excellent 
volume  entitled  "  Studies  in  Statistics."  * 

Deaths  from  Hydrophobia,  by  Months, 


London. 


189S-89. 

Seven  Yean. 


Unitkd 

KTATE8. 


Census  Year, 
1880. 


MA88ACHC- 

8KTT8. 


Forty-eight 

Years, 
1848-1800. 


January,    .        .        .        . 

February 

March,       .        .       .        . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September, 

October,    .... 

November, 

December, 


M 

8 

7         i 

6 

7         ' 

3 

9 

9 

10 

5 

10 

e 

9 

7 

6 

13 

13 

11 

6 

7 

7 

12 

8 

6 

7 

6 

2 

9 

65 

80 

106 

Total. 


19 
14 
17 
28 
19 
23 
17 
36 
23 
23 
21 
17 
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•  "  studies  in  Statistics/'  by  Geo.  B.  Longstaff,  M.A.,  M.B.    London,  189L 


18!!l.]            PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  M.                xsix         1 

Deaths  by  Ages.                                                                   ^| 

r».«.. 

^'  1 

1 

• 

! 

sl S'i  ;  i  s 

i 

1 

S 

i 

s 

g 

s 
! 

s 

III 

?!i 

SDK KDd  IDd  \V.1<>*. 
3iy««.18Sl-M. . 

rnlUd  Sul»,  IS8U, 
ISM.      .       .       . 

1 
loa,  iM 

W     20 

14 

» 

M 

: 

13 

s 

" 

: 

i 

' 

: 

: 

""1- 

3M 

" 

" 

•*•"' 

1. 

n 

1. 

-t" 

• 

. 

= 

' 

?■•"     I 

The  statiaticB  of  the  United  States  census  relative  to  hydro- 
phobia were  not  taken  in  an  epidemic  year.     There  were  80 
deaths  from  this  cause  registered  or  returned  by  the  census 
officials  for  1880,  out  of  a  total  of  756,893  deaths  from  all 
causes,  being  a  ratio  of  about  1  in  10,000  deaths.     They  were 
distributed    with   considerable   uniformity  throughout  twenty- 
one  States,  of  which  Texas  had  10  ;  Pennsylvania  10  ;  Ohio  9  ; 
Louisiana    8  ;    Illinois    6 ;    Mississippi   5 ;    South    Carolina  5 ; 
Arkansas,  Kentucky,  New  Hampshire  and    North    Carolina  3 
each ;  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  New  York 
2  each  ;  and  California,  Colorado,  Indiana,  Kansas  and  \\'^is- 
oonsin  1  each. 

Of  the  whole  number,  56  were  males  and  24  were  females- 
Out  of  920  deaths  from  this  cause  in  England  Hi   were 
males  and  198  females. 

From  these  statistics  it  appears  that  the  greatest  relative  as 
well  as  absolute  mortality  from  this  cause  occurs  between  the 
ages  of  live  and  ten  years,  and  next  after  this  in  the  succeeding 
period  of  ten  to   lifceen  years.     The  explanation   of  this,   us 
stated  by  Dr.  Longstaff,  "may  perhaps  be,  that  of  those  bit^ 
ten  a  greater  number  of  children  contract  hydrophobia  ;  there 
may  be  a  greater  predisposition  at  those  ages.     On  the  other 
hand,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  young  children  are  less 
completely  clothed  than  adults,  and  their  partially  naked  limbs 
are  without  protection  against  the  saliva  of  a  rabid  dog ;   more- 
over, they  are  less  able  to  defend  themselves  against  attack, 
and  to  some  extent  the  small  size  of  their  limbs  is  a  danger, 
the  dog  getting  hold  of  a  small  limb  more  easily  than  a   large 
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one,  though  porhapa  this  point  is  not  so  important  here  as  in 
the  case  of  snake  bites." 

At  all  ages,  except  the  extremes  of  life,  many  more  men  than 
women  die  of  hydrophobia.  At  the  extremes  of  life  the  con- 
ditions as  to  occupation  and  habits  are  similar;  in  middle  life 
men  are  brought  much  more  in  contact  with  animals  by  their 
occupations,  and  are  not  ao  well  protected  by  their  clothing,  — 
since  all  authorities  lay  much  stress  on  the  efficacy  of  clothing 
in  wiping  off  the  saliva  from  the  teeth  of  a  rabid  animal. 

Many  more  persons  are  bitten  by  rabid  dogs  than  ever 
develop  hydrophobia. 

During  the  past  year,  from  May  1,  1890,  to  May  I,  1891, 
the  Board  has  endeavored  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  the 
facts  as  to  the  actual  prevalence  of  hydrophobia  in  the  State. 
The  sources  of  information  have  been  mainly  the  physicians 
and  veterinary  surgeons  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  State. 
Much  valnahio  aid  in  the  way  of  "  pointers"  has  been  afforded 
by  the  local  newspapers  of  the  different  localities,  and  while 
these  sources  admit  much  that  is  sensational  and  unreliable  in 
character,  they  have  served  to  guide  the  investigation  in  the 
search  of  the  actual  facts.  Every  attempt  has  been  made  to 
eliminate  the  truth  from  falsity  and  exaggeration,  by  means  of 
correspondence  and  personal  interviews  with  parties  cognizant 
of  the  facts.  Hence  it  is  believed  that  the  following  summary 
is  measurably  correct. 

In  tifty-tive  cities  and  towns  there  were  9!)  outbreaks  of  rabies 
reported,  in  which  human  beings,  dogs  and  other  domestic  ani- 
mals were  bitten  by  rabid  dogs.  The  number  thus  attacked 
cannot  he  given,  since  in  many  instances  it  was  indefinitely 
stated.  In  one  instance,  Newburyport,  May  30,  it  was  stated 
that  17  dogs  were  bitten;  in  another,  Marblehead,  4  dogs 
and  a  cat;  in  another,  Chicopee,  4  dogs,  1  cat,  2  calvea  and  3 
cows  ;  in  another,  Farnumville.  33  fowls,  a  man  and  a  dog ;  in 
another.  West  Springfield,  30  dogs ;  in  another,  Worcester,  3 
men  and  2  boys  ;  in  another,  Sharon,  15  dogs,  etc. 

In  many  of  the  foregoing  instances  the  affected  animals  were 
shot  by  policemen  or  others,  and  some  of  the  animals  bitten 
were  similarly  dealt  with.  In  one  instance  the  very  sensible 
course  was  adopted  of  placing  the  suspected  animal  in  restraint 
and  feeding  him,  until  it  could  be  determined  whether  he  had 


1891.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — Xo.  34.  xxxi 

rabies  or  not.  As  the  (iisease  is  invariably  fatal,  the  diagnosis 
is  not  difficult. 

The  foregoing  outbreaks  occnrred  in  the  following  ten 
eounties :  Berkshire,  Bristol,  Essex,  Hampden,  Hampshire, 
Middlesex,  Norfolk,  Plymouth,  Suffolk  and  Worcester;  none 
were  reported  from  Barnstable,  Dukea,  Franklin  and  Nantucket. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  instances,  all  of  which  occurred 
between  April  1,  18W0,  and  April  1,  18Stl,  there  were  32 
instances  in  twenty-lour  cities  and  towns  which  were  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  the  dogs  had  hydro- 
phobia or  not. 

There  were  also  47  other  instances,  occurring  in  thirty-four 
cities  and  towns  in  which  persons  were  bitten  by  dogs,  in  which 
it  was  reasonably  certain  that  neither  the  dogs  nor  the  persons 
bitten  were  affected  with  bydraphobia.  Some  of  these  were 
vicious  dogs,  or  dogs  which  had  been  worried  or  irritated  by 
children  or  others.  Nine  such  instances  were  reported  from 
Fall  River,  8  from  New  Bedford  and  7  from  Lynn. 

Of  the  persons  in  the  State  who  were  reported  as  having 
been  bitten  by  rabid  dogs  during  the  period  in  question,  fifteen 
are  reported  as  having  gone  to  New  York  for  special  treatment 
by  Dr.  Gibier,  So  fur  tis  can  be  learned  none  of  these  persona 
have  thus  far  contracted  hydrophobia. 

The  dogs  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  instances  as  having 
become  rabid  were,  so  far  as  the  breed  was  specified,  of  all 
kinds,  and  no  one  breed  or  size  appeared  to  predominate. 
Newfoundland,  St.  Bernard,  mastiff,  setter,  shepherd,  bulldog, 
terrier,  black  and  tan,  coach  dog,  hound,  etc.,  all  appear  in 
the  list. 

One  feature  is  noteworthy  as  possibly  suggesting  a  partial 
remedy,  and  that  is  the  predominance  of  dogs  without  collars, 
—  vagrant,  stray  and  wandering  animals  running  about  from 
one  town  to  another  without  home  or  master.  This  class  of 
dogs  appears  to  bo  more  subject  to  rabies  than  any  other,  and 
more  stringent  laws  are  required,  or  possibly  a  better  execution 
of  present  taws,  to  diminish  the  number  of  this  class. 

Dr.  Longstaff  alludes  to  this  fact  as  follows  :  — 

When  affected  with  rabies  the  dog  develops  au  irresistible  tendency 
to  wander  from  his  home,  nud  in  the  com-se  of  his  travels  he  snaps 
and  bites  at  any  person  or  animal  that  happens  to  come  in  his  way, 
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aud  Urns  the  dieesse  ia  api'ead.  The  firBt  and  most  essential  tiling  to 
be  done  in  the  siippreasiou  of  rabies  in  &  district,  therefore,  is  tbe 
seizure  and  destruction  of  all  wandering  dogs.  The  necessity  for 
this  is  apparent  from  the  rabies  returns  of  the  past  year,  which  show 
that  ot  the  313  rabid  dogs,  121,  or  over  38  per  cent.,  were  returned  aa 
stray  dogs,  which,  if  not  exactly  ownerless,  were,  when  found  dis- 
eased, Bo  far  from  their  owner's  premises  thnt  the  onnci-ship  could 
not  be  traced. 

The  following  correspondence  relates  to  cases  which  were 
reported  either  by  boards  of  health,  attending  physieians,  or 
by  veterinary  Burgeons  having  coguizance  of  cases  of  rabies  :  — 

Lowell.  —  Out  of  ais  veterinary  surgeons,  two  only  reported  hav- 
ing seen  cases  of  rabies  in  dogs  in  IS^O.  One  of  these  had  observed 
two  cases,  the  other  '■  never  had  a  case  till  the  fall  of  1889,  and 
then  saw  about  twelve  eases  by  the  next  summer,  and  has  had  no 
case  since  then."  The  diagnosis  in  some  of  these  was  doubted  by 
another  physician,  who  says  his  own  dog  was  pronounced  rabid,  but 
recovered  after  having  bitten  the  physician's  boy.  There  were  two 
deaths  from  hydrophobia  in  I^well  in  1890. 

Lawrence. — The  oorres|H>ndent  writes  :  "The  case  of  hydrophobia 
was  in  a  child  of  two  years  and  seven  months.  He  was  bitten  by  a 
dog  upon  the  cheeks,  nose  and  lips  on  March  4,  1890.  The  wounds 
healed  readily  in  a  few  days.  The  child  appeared  well  till  May  3, 
1890,  and  died  in  three  days.  The  first  observed  symptom  was  diffi- 
culty in  swallowing.  I  saw  the  child  May  3,  late  in  the  day,  and 
then  it  manifested  terror  at  sight  of  anything  to  drink,  had  spasms, 
eyes  rolling  about,  pupils  dilated,  thirsty,  but  not  feverish  ;  at  times 
would  scratch  and  bite  his  parents.  On  the  third  day  he  became  dull 
and  drowsy  ;  attacks  of  fear,  terror  and  spasms,  not  so  acute  and  less 
frequent  till  night,  when  he  died." 

yew  Bedford.  —  "  No  case  in  man  or  beast  known  in  this  city  for 
the  last  ten  years." 

Milford.  —  "Four  dogs  considered  rabid  were  killed,  and  eight 
other  dogs  bitten  by  them  were  also  killed,  before  there  was  any 
evidence  of  disease." 

Leominster.  — "  No  well  authenticated  case  of  rabies  so  far  as  I 
know.  Last  year  there  were,  I  believe,  two  dogs  killed  in  town  as 
having  been  bitten  by  a  stranger  dog,  but  in  both  cases  there  were, 
as  far  as  came  to  my  notice,  few  if  any  symptomB." 

Taunton.  —  "  No  rabies  among  dogs  for  a  year,  unless  a  dog  iu  Feb- 
ruary last  may  have  had  rabies.     He  was  a  house  dog  and  presented 

jnUa^Vmptoms.     On  the  night  of  the  day  preceding  his  supposed 
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attack  be  got  into  bed  with  the  little  boy  with  whom  he  played.  He 
peraisteotly  licked  the  fnces  of  the  boy  aud  his  mother.  The  mother 
got  up  nt  four  o'clock  and  let  bim  out,  aud  that  was  the  last  time 
they  saw  him.  He  was  seen  by  others  that  day  running  through  the 
streets  biting  and  SEapping  at  any  man,  dog  or  cattle  which  came  in 
his  way.  He  was  finally  killed  in  Stougbton.  None  of  the  persons 
bitten  have  thus  far  shown  signs  of  hydrophobia." 

Oloucealer.  —  "  Do  not  know  of  a  case  of  rabies  or  hydrophobia  in 
Gloucester  in  IB'JO." 

WateHown.  —  The  following  case  was  reported  in  the  "Boston 
Bledica]  and  Surgical  Joutnal"  of  April  24,  189U,  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Mead 
of  Watertown :  — 

On  the  29lh  of  November,  1889,  I  was  called  to  see  a  boy  sevea 
years  old  who  had  been  bitten  on  the  leg  by  a  dog.  The  dog  was 
shot  by  the  chief  of  police,  who  informs  me  ihat  he  did  not  consider 
him  mad.  There  were  three  wounds  on  the  leg,  two  of  which  were 
quite  large  ;  the  other  was  supcrSciai.  The  wounds  were  sewed  up 
and  dressed ;  they  healed  by  first  intention,  and  the  boy  was  sooa 
around  as  well  as  usual. 

On  the.  I2th  of  April,  1890,  I  saw  the  boy  with  Dr.  M.  J. 
Kelley.  The  parents  told  me  that  he  had  had  diarrhiua  for  a  week 
and  that  he  had  seemed  more  nervous  aud  restless  than  usual.  He 
had  not  been  considered  sick  enough  to  require  the  services  of  a 
physician.  Early  ou  the  morning  of  the  lltb  they  were  startled 
by  his  refusal  and  inability  to  swallow  water.  I  saw  him  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day.  At  this  time  he  could  and  did  eat  a 
banana,  which  he  swallowed  very  rapidly  ;  but  he  was  thrown  into  a 
convulsion  whenever  water  or  milk  was  offered  him.  He  had  a  wild, 
unnatural  look  iu  his  eyes,  the  pupils  of  which  were  widely  dilated. 
He  was  seldom  still  while  I  observed  him,  but  was  continuously 
twitching  his  arms  and  shoulders,  aud  throwing  his  arms  about. 
His  breathing  was  at  times  labored  and  dilllcult.  Dui-ing  the  night 
of  the  1 1th  he  had  repeated  and  very  severe  spasms,  accompanied 
by  frothing  at  the  mouth. 

I  saw  him  agaiu  on  the  12th.  He  was  mildly  delirious.  He 
swallowed  a  pill  with  a  speed  that  was  astonishing  ;  he  then  clutched 
a  glass  of  water  about  a  quarter  full  and  with  lightning  speed  swal- 
lowed it  at  a  gulp.  As  he  lay  back  on  the  pillow,  exhausted  with 
his  effort,  he  gasped,  and  said  to  his  mother,  "  I  can  swallow  water; 
you  are  too  slow." 

At  noon  of  the  12th  he  had  spasms  that  lasted  an  hour.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon  of  the  12th  the  delirium  became  more  marked 
and  the  spasms  more  severe.  These  spasms  occurred  at  intervals 
until  five  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the  13th,  when  he  died.  During 
the  12th  he  vomited  considerable  clotted  blootl. 
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Teiuper.itiire,  taken  in  the  asilla  on  Ibe  1  Itb  and  12th,  was  Dormnl. 
Tbe  pulse  was  rapid  and  small. 

Clikopee.  —  "A  case  of  rabies  occurred  In  Cliicopee.  but  fortu- 
nately, DO  fatality  tiaa  so  far  resulted,  aa  the  bitten  were  treated  in 
New  York.  As  the  cattle  bitten  by  the  dog  were  attacked  by  the 
discRSe,  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  was  a  geuuiae  case." 

MaIde^t.  —  "  Am  not  aware  that  there  was  a  single  case  of  rabies  in 
]Ualden  in  the  past  year.  Tbe  chief  of  police  informs  us  that  136 
'  tramp  doge '  were  killedi  none  of  which  had  evidence  of  rabies.", 

Cambridge,  —  "Have  kuowledge  of  but  one  case;  a  man  was 
bitten.     The  dog  was  killed." 

Ilolyoke. — "No  case  of  hydrophobia  has  come  to  my  notice  io 
Holyoke  since  .Jan.  1,  1890." 

iroinirii.  —  "Saw  J.  C,  eleven  years  old,  June  22,  ISilO.  He  waa 
bitten  by  a  dog  in  April,  1890.  Was  bitten  on  the  arm,  The 
attending  physician  applied  a  plaster  to  the  wound.  Had  been  in 
convulsions  an  hoar  when  I  saw  him.  Every  time  I  gave  him  medi- 
cine in  water  he  had  spasms.  I  gave  him  an  enema  of  chloral,  fifteen 
grains,  and  potassium  bromide,  thirty  grains,  every  two  hours,  which 
controlled  the  spasms.  He  was  conscious  much  of  the  time.  He 
died  in  a  spasm." 

Melrose.  —  One  death  from  hydrophobia  reported ;  a  boy  a^ed  nine 
yeare  and  nine  months.  He  was  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  May  12,  1890, 
at  half-past  eight  a.m.  He  was  taken  ill  June  20,  1890.  A  pby- 
Bician  was  called  on  the  same  day,  June  20.  Tbe  boy  died  June  21, 
1890,  at  six  p.m. 

MedforiL  —  During  1890  a  large  number  of  dogs  were  disposed  of 
because  of  suspected  rabies.  How  many  were  actually  rabid  is 
unknown  to  the  Board,  as  the  dogs  were  immediately  killed  on  being 
8ug[>ected  of  the  disease.  One  case  we  believe  to  have  been  rabies. 
Tbis  occurred  in  April,  and  a  child,  a  cow  aud  several  dogs  were 
bitten.  The  report  of  the  case  of  the  child  was  furnished  by  the 
attending  physician.  The  dogs  were  dispatched  at  once;  the  cow 
was  quarantined,  and  in  tbe  latter  part  of  the  month  was  killed,  while 
undoubtedly  suffering  with  hydrophobia.     The  report  is  aa  follows  :  — 

"  April  2  I  was  called  to  see  a  girl  six  years  of  age,  who  had  been 
bitt«n  about  the  face  and  neck  by  a  dog.  The  wounds  were  closed, 
using  twenty-one  stitches.  All  the  wounds  except  one  united  by  first 
intention.  In  this  wound  an  abscess  formed,  which  discharged  for 
several  days.  After  this  the  child,  to  all  appearances,  recovered  and 
seemed  as  well  as  ever.  Was  out  of  doors  ploying  with  other  children 
several  days.  I  was  again  called,  April  20,  when  the  mother  gave  me 
tbe  following  history  :  On  Friday,  April  18,  she  noticed  that  the  child 
was  cross  and  irritable  and  did  not  appear  natural.  Was  much  dis- 
turbed by  noise.     On  nigbt  of  l«th  was  restless  and  irritable,  not 
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Bleeping  well,  all  of  which  was  in  contrnat  with  her  usual  good  temper. 
On  the  19th  she  showed  BymptotoB  of  fever,  and  had  several  nttacks 
of  vomiting.  On  the  20th  temperature  was  119^.  pulse  130,  pupils 
lai^ely  dilated.  Complained  of  pain  in  head,  vras  disturbed  by  light 
and  noiae.  Took  liquid  nourisLmeut  during  the  day.  Was  very 
thiraty,  drinking  freely  of  water.  Vomiting  less  frequent.  On  the 
morniDg  of  the  21st  the  mother  attempted  to  swab  the  mucua  from 
the  child's  mouth,  wlieu  she  had  a  spasm.  Temperature  was  II9J, 
pulse  13.0.  Had  not  slept  during  the  pre%ious  night.  At  this  time 
she  was  unable  to  drink  water,  and  shrank  from  it  with  .1  look  of 
horror.  On  attempting  to  drink  she  would  be  thrown  into  a  spasm. 
She  had  not  such  a.  dread  of  milk,  and  would  try  to  drink  it,  but 
usually,  even  if  it  did  not  cause  a  general  spasm,  the  spasmodic  action 
of  the  muscles  of  the  throat  would  prevent  swallowing  it.  She  was 
less  disturbed  by  noise  and  light  than  on  the  previous  day.  There 
was  tenderness  over  the  spinal  column,  especially  marked  in  the 
cer^-ical  and  upper  dorsal  region.  On  the  ^^d,  pulse  140,  respiration 
26.  Spasms  at  irregular  intervals  through  previous  night;  semi- 
comatose. Not  disturbed  by  noise  or  light.  Spasms  had  increased 
in  frequency  and  violence,  each  spasm  developing  a  more  marked 
cyanosed  condition  by  interference  with  respiration.  The  expression 
of  terror  at  the  mention  of  water,  and  her  efforts  to  get  away  from  it 
when  brought  to  the  bedside  were  decidedly  pronounced  syraptonifl, 
which  I  have  never  before  seen.  Spasms  continued  during  the  night 
of  the  i2t\,  and  she  died  at  half-past  twelve  a.m.  on  the  23d." 

Boston.— V.  P..  aged  five  years,  was  bitten  Oct.  30,  18!)0;  taken 
ill  November  13,  and  died  Nov.  1.5,  1890.  Case  seen  by  four  phy- 
sicians ;  had  all  recognized  symptoms  of  hydrophobia.  Relief  was 
had  from  morphia,  but  not  from  bromides.     Death  sudden. 

The  following  nntes  are  copied  from  "  Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal*'  of  April  17,  1890.  The  case  occurred  in 
the  service  of  Dr.  H.  H.  A.  Beach  of  the  Massacbiisetta 
General  Hospital :  — 

The  patient,  who  lived  in  Quincy,  presented  himself  at  the  hospital 
on  the  morning  of  April  0  at  eight  o'clock,  with  his  father,  who  gave 
the  following  history:  Three  weeks  before  his  son  was  bitten  by  a 
sick  puppy,  which  died  the  next  day  "in  flta,"  The  wound  was  a 
mere  scratch  on  the  left  foreQngcr,  and  healed  in  two  or  three  days. 
The  patient  thonght  no  more  of  the  accident.  Seventeen  days  later 
he  began  to  have  acute  pain  iu  the  sear,  shooting  np  the  arm.  for 
which  he  sought  medical  treatment,  without  relief.  The  next  day  the 
patient's  *■  throat  began  to  contract ;"  in  a  few  hours  he  was  able  to 
swallow  nothing.     This  state  of  affaii-s,  with  increasing  weakness  and 
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nnsiety.  bad  persisted  up  to  the  time  of  eiileriDg  the  hospital,  four 
d a; s  after  the  first  fiymptoms.  The  son  himself  added  thntn-ater 
was  especially  distasteful  to  him,  and  that  at  times  he  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  breathing,  but  for  the  past  twenty-four  hours  he  had  had  no 
pniu  in  the  hand  and  arm.  Such  was  the  alarming  appearance  of  the 
patient,  that  on  his  presenting  himself  at  the  hospital  the  porter  sent 
word  to  the  bouse  officer  that  he  thought  the  case  was  one  calling  for 
immediate  tracheotomy. 

Examination  :  Man,  thirty-five  years  of  age.  very  restless,  with 
staring  eyes,  who  started  back  in  apparent  fright  when  approached. 
Tbe  least  stir  iu  bis  neighborhood  caused  convulsive  movemenla  of 
the  pharynx.  He  would  wave  his  arms,  start  back  violently,  and  the 
spasms  of  the  pharynx  would  soon  become  accompanied  by  expulsive 
movements  of  the  chest  and  abdominal  muscles.  He  kept  appealing 
eagerly  for  aBBtstance.  His  voice  was  gasping  and  sobbing  in  char- 
acter. Pulse,  108  and  of  good  strength  ;  respiration,  '27.  He  told  a 
connected  story  and  seemed  quite  rational.  There  was  a  small, 
soundly  healed  Bcnr  on  the  left  forefinger.  About  half-past  five  in  the 
afternoon  he  became  suddenly  violent  without  any  warning,  though 
all  day  he  bad  been  perfectly  rational  and  willing  to  submit  to  treat- 
ment, [le  had  a  fixed  idea  that  tbe  consulting  physicians  intended 
him  some  bodily  harm,  attempted  to  escape  out  of  a  window,  and 
furiously  attacked  two  attendants.  At  seven  p.m.  he  broke  out  in 
a  profuse  sweat,  nod  begau  expectorating  vigorously  at  intervals  of 
three  or  four  minutes.  At  eight  o'clock  general  convulsions  began 
to  increase  rapidly  in  intensity  and  number,  especially  flesious  of 
arms  and  legs  with  clonic  contractions  of  temporals,  masseters, 
buccinators  and  muscles  of  pharynx.  The  patient  was  violently 
maniacal  at  times,  quiet  for  about  five  minutes,  then  began  rapid 
muttering  delirium,  gradually  becoming  more  violent  for  three  or  four 
minutes ;  from  this  state  he  would  again  relapse  into  silence,  from 
exhaustion.  When  violent  he  spat  constantly  and  accurately  at  sur- 
rounding objects.  Up  to  half-past  ten  p.m.  be  refused  all  liquids,  as 
he  bad  done  all  day.  These  symptoms  continued,  without  cessation 
and  with  little  change,  up  to  half-past  ten  in  the  evening  of  the  day 
of  admiBsion,  when,  iu  one  of  his  moments  of  quiet,  be  suddenly  died 
without  premonition. 

Weal  Springfield.  — A  dog  bitten  about  March  1  bit  about  twenty 
d<^9  and  was  killed  by  the  police.  Nearly  nil  the  dogs  bitten  were 
killed.  The  first  dog  fait  two  Iwys,  who  were  sent  to  the  Pasteur 
Institute  at  New  York. 

Fitthburg.  —  '•  On  May  iC,  1890,  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age  came  to 
my  oltlce  stating  that  he  had  been  bitten  by  a  dog  which  attacked  him 
in  the  street.     Ou  examination  a  small  wound  through  the  skin  was 
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foimd  on  tbe  left  ahoaltler  and  in  the  ftxiUn,  with  eevevnl  abrasions 
over  the  scapula.  Tbe  wounds  were  cauterized  and  in  ten  days  were 
healed. 

"  The-  dog  was  presiimed  by  hb  actions  to  be  mad  and  was  promptly 
killed,  before  I  had  oppoituuity  to  examine  him.  Hia  history  before 
the  biting  was  that  some  two  weeks  before  this  dog  was  bitten  by  a 
stray  hound  which  ran  about  the  city  for  a  time  and  disappeared.  A 
few  days  later  tbe  owner  of  the  bitten  dog  noticed  a  changed  dispo- 
sition, being  excited  and  feverish,  with  a  tendency  to  bite  people, 
and  chew  the  ropes  by  which  he  was  tied,  thus  breaking  away  and 
finally  attacking  tlie  boy.  Before  the  dog  was  canght  he  bit  three 
other  dogs,  two  of  which  showed  signs  of  rabies  in  two  to  three 
weeks.  They  showed  a.  marked  change  in  disposition,  refused  food, 
snapped  at  whatever  was  near  them,  and  showed  an  increasing  rest- 
lessness ;  a  peculiar  dragging  of  the  hind  legs,  which  after  two  days 
developed  into  a  more  general  paralysis ;  the  jaw  dropped,  abimdant 
saliva  ran  from  the  month,  and  finally  they  died  ot  paralysis  and 
exhaustion  three  days  after  showing  the  first  symptoms.  I  kept  one 
of  these  dogs  at  my  stable  and  it  was  seen  by  several  of  the  local 
physicians,  all  considering  it  a  case  of  hydrophobia. 

"  On  the  basis  of  the  diagnosis  it  was  considered  best  to  send  the 
boy  who  had  been  bitten  to  the  Pasteur  Institute  at  New  York,  to  be 
placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Gibier,  which  was  accordingly  done 
June  14,  1800.  The  case  was  considered  by  Dr.  Gibier  as  one 
proper  for  treatment  and  the  Inoculations  were  at  once  begun  on 
June  16,  in  the  usual  way.  The  boy  stood  the  treatment  well,  and 
save  a  slight  inflamuialion  about  one  of  the  punctures,  no  accident 
occurred  during  the  sixteen  days  that  he  was  under  treatment.  The 
boy  made  a  complete  recovery  and  remains  well  at  the  present  time, 
nearly  a  year  since  he  was  bitten. 

"By  advice  of  the  Board  of  Health  all  dogs  were  ordered  to  be 
muzzled  by  the  mayor  of  the  city." 

Worcester.  —  "  I  have  been  called  to  many  supposed  cases  of  rabies 
bat  have  only  found  three  cases  within  a  year.  The  first  was  that  of 
a  gentleman  living  on  Park  Avenue,  New  Worcester.  During  last 
fall,  his  mastiff  dog  suddenly  developed  strange  and  alarming  symp- 
toms, and  had  bitten  bis  trotting  horse  upon  the  hind  leg,  which  led 
the  owner  to  shoot  the  dog.  A  few  weeks  later  the  horse  showed 
well  marked  symptoms  of  rabies  and  was  shot." 

"  Mr.  D.  J.  Baker  of  the  Elmwood  House,  New  Worcester,  had  a 
dog  that '  grew  very  cross  and  sick,"  and  bit  a  cow  on  the  lip,  and  a 
horse  in  the  bind  fetlock  joint.  The  dog  died  in  a  short  time,  and 
not  long  after  the  cow  showed  all  the  signs  of  true  rabies  and  was 
shot.     The  horse  seems  all  right  so  far. 
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''Aoothercase  was  sent  fromGrotoD,  Mass.,  witli  tlie  statemeal  tliat 
it  had  been  '  bittea  by  a  stray  sick  dog,'  and  they  ivisiied  me  to  keep 
it  and  see  the  result.  The  dog  seemed  perfectly  well  for  about  six 
weelcB,  when  one  afternoon  be  grew  suddenly  very  snappish  and  ugly, 
tearing  tlte  attendant's  clothes  with  his  teeth  and  biting  at  every 
object  within  bis  reach,  tearing  all  the  broom-corn  from  the  stable 
broom,  and  in  every  way  showing  the  marked  symptoms  of  rabies.  I 
watched  him  at  inten,'nls  for  many  hoars,  then  shot  him.  These  are 
all  the  cases  that  I  have  any  record  of,  and  they  have  occurred  in 
my  practice  only." 

Quiiicj/.  —  '-On  Dec.  16,  188'J,  an  Irish  setter  dog,  owned  in  Wollas- 
ton,  bit  a  newsboy.     The  master  when  chastising  the  dog  was  himself 

bitten.     The  next  day  Mr.  W- ,  a  neighbor,  was  bitten  by  the 

same  dog,  —  all  these  bites  beiug  in  tlie  band.    Mr.  W 's  waa  in  the 

palm  of  right  hand,  a  wound  one  and  one-fourth  inches  long  and  one- 
qusrter  of  an  inch  deep,  and  one  tooth  mark  on  the  back  of  the  hand. 
I  cauterized  carefully  all  of  these  injuries  and  they  healed  kindly. 
They  were  each  cauterized  as  soon  after  happening  as  one  could 
travel  one-quarter  of  a  mile. 

"  About  two  months  after,  Mr.  W while  at  work  waa  unable  to 

drink  water.  This  condition  lasted  for  about  twenty-four  hours, 
when  I  was  sent  for.  Found  him  excited  and  lliinking  he  conld  not 
drink,  —  took  the  cup  and  told  him  1  believed  he  could ;  with  some 
little  effort  lie  drank.  This  I  was  able  to  make  liiin  do  until  bis 
death,  although  with  incveasing  dillkulty.  His  death  occurred  in  nine 
days.  His  symptoms  consisted  in,  first,  a  shuddering  on  attempt  to 
drink  aii;i  liquid;  second,  some  rigidity  possibly;  third,  loss  of 
power:  fourth,  considerable  excitement  (although  I  took  his  temper- 
ature under  bis  tongue  every  day  and  a  few  hours  before  his  death)  ; 
fifth,  a  temperature  of  104°;  at  the  end,  death  from  cshnnation. 
There  was  no  convulsion  or  anything  approaching  one  at  any  time, 
no  salivation,  no  expectoration. 

"An  autopsy  was  held  which  revealed  nothing  of  an  abnonnal 
character  anywhere.  Portions  of  spinal  cord  were  taken  to  the 
bacteriological  department  of  Harvard  Medical  School  and  inoculation 
of  rabbits  made.  The  test  rabbit  lived  three  weeks  and  then  died 
from  such  symptoms  that  Professor  Ernst  was  not  willing  to  pronounce 
a  diagnosis,  and  new  inoculations  were  made,  the  result  of  which  I 

have  never  heard.     After  the  death  of  the  rabbit,  Mr.  P ,  the 

owner  of  the  dog,  did  not  wait  to  learn  the  result  of  the  second 
inoculations,  but  went  to  New  York  and  was  subjected  to  the  inocu- 
lations of  Pasteur.     He  is  well  and  also  the  newsboy. 

■■The  dog  was  shot  by  the  advice  of  antborities  at  Harvard  Veterinary 
after  his  symptoms  had  been  related  to  them,  a  post-mortem 
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held,  ti  bull  of  hair  some  three  and  one-half  inches  iq  diameter  found 
in  the  stomncb,  nud  a  dingDOBiB  of  iaflammHtion  of  stomach  mode." 

"  W M age,  2  yeara,  9  months  ;  Scotch  ;  fllwa3's  well  and 

Strong.  About  Christmas,  ISSC*,  child  wae  bitten  on  right  cheek  and 
left  aide  of  nose  by  a.  strange  spaniel  dog  not  thought  to  be  mad,  but 
immediately  killed.  Wounds  on  child  healed  well  and  child  perfectly 
well  until  Feb.  II,  1890.  During  afternoon  was  drowsy  and  slept  till 
12  P.M.,  then  awoke  in  exaited  delirious  condition.  Convulsive  twitch- 
ings  when  he  tried  to  sleep.  Called  for  water  but  could  not  drink  it 
on  account  of  choking  feeling  in  throat ;  grasped  throat  with  hands. 

"Next  morning  (February  12)  occasionally  bright,  then  stupid; 
twitches  and  starts  when  trying  to  sleep.  Took  no  liquid  food,  little 
toast.  Bowels  constipated.  Convulsions  became  more  severe  and 
more  often,  until  almost  continuous.  Chil'd  conscious  and  in  great 
agony.     Died  at  6  a.m.,  Feb.  13,  1890." 

Trichinosis. 

Fortunately  this  disease  is  of  extremely  rare  occurrence 
among  huaian  beings  \a  Massachusetts,  and  fatal  cases  from 
this  cause  are  still  more  rare,  but  one  deatli  from  this  cause 
having  been  reported  in  the  registration  reports  during  the  entire 
period  of  registration  of  fiirty-eight  years. 

Twice  only  during  1890  were  cases  reported  to  the  Board, 
none  of  which  proved  fatal.  The  first  case  was  that  of  a  young 
man  living  in  Stoneham,  who,  while  on  a  visit  to  a  relative  in 
New  Hampshire,  a  butcher,  or  dealer  in  meat,  partook  of  some 
raw  ham.  Soon  after  returning  to  bis  home  in  Stoneham  he 
was  taken  ill  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  trichinosis,  and  after 
an  illness  of  three  or  four  weeks  recovered.  None  of  the 
infected  parts  could  lie  obtained  for  examination.  It  was 
reported  that  the  butcher  in  New  Hampshire,  who  also  partook 
of  the  ham,  was  taken  ill  with  similar  symptoms. 

The  particulars  of  the  other  cases  were  as  follows:  — 

A  family  in  the  town  of  Huntington  consisted  of  eleven 
persons,  French  Canadians,  a  father,  mother  and  nine  children. 
Eight  members  of  this  family  were  taken  ill  between  the  first 
week  of  December,  ISOO,  and  the  first  of  January,  1891.  The 
symptoms  were  chiefly  muscular  pain  and  tenderness,  diarrhcea, 
fever,  rapid  pulse  and  high  temperature  {10-1°),  tedema  of  face 
and  limbs,  furred  tongue ;  pain  and  soreness  of  the  muscles 
were  predominant  symptoms.  When  visited  by  the  secretary, 
January  8,  the  father,  one  son  aged  eighteen,  and  a  daughter 
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aged  fifteou  were  in  bed  aiifferiog  severely.  The  mother  and 
the  younger  children  suffered  the  least.  One  child  was  away 
from  home  and  was  not  attacked.  Another  child  aged  live,  liv- 
ing at  home,  and  a  imby  of  three  months  were  not  ill,  or  al  least 
had  no  apparent  syniploms  nf  trichinosis. 

This  family  bought  a  pig  in  December,  which  was  killed  by 
a  butcher  iu  the  village,  who  had  sold  them  the  pig.  Its 
weight  was  alraut  two  hundred  pounds,  and  it  was  about  a  year 
old.  The  butcher  stated  that  another  pig  out  of  the  same  litter 
had  "  blind  staggers,"  and  was  killed  by  its  owner.  The  family 
ate  freely  of  the  pork,  using  it  very  abundantly  through  Decem- 
ber. It  was  cooked  in  a  variety  of  ways,  being  roasted,  fried, 
boiled,  and  a  portion  was  made  into  sausage  meat.  The  mother 
stated  that  all  which  was  eaten  had  been  cooked,  but  portions 
did  not  appear  to  bo  thoroughly  done.  On  examining  the 
apecimoQ  of  the  muscular  fibre  from  the  diaphragm  at  the  house, 
it  was  found  to  contain  a  large  number  of  trichinie,  and  on  sub- 
mitting a  portion  to  Professor  Mark  of  Cambridge,  their  pres- 
ence was  confirmed. 

The  recent  act  of  Congress  relative  to  the  "inspection  of 
meats  for  exportation,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  adulterated 
articles  of  food  or  drink,  and  authorizing  the  president  to  make 
proclamation  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  the 
"  act  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  live  cattle,  hogs  and  their 
carcasses  and  products  thereof,  which  are  the  subjects  of  inter- 
state commerce,  and  for  other  purposes,"  have  a  direct  bearing 
upon  the  iiuestion  of  trichinosis,  and  are  quoted  in  full  in  that 
portion  of  this  report  which  relates  to  food  and  drug  inspection. 

Public  Institutions. 

The  only  institution  which  has  applied  to  the  Board  for  its 
advice  under  the  statutes  during  the  year  was  the  State 
Primary  School  at  Monson.  A  request  was  received  from  the 
trustees  of  this  in'Stitution  "  for  the  advice  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  as  to  the  best  means  of  preventing  the  too  frequent 
recurrence  of  diphtheria  In  the  State  Primary  School." 

This  institution  consists  of  a  collection  of  wooden  buildings 
situated  in  the  town  of  Monson,  upon  the  northerly  side  of  a 
hilly  slope  about  one  mile  from  the  Palmer  station  on  the 
Boston  and  Albany  Railroad.     The  institution  was  originally 
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ilegigned  and  built  fur  a  Htate  iiloishouse,  heinjr  one  of  the 
three  «tructiiri-8  erected  fur  that  piirpoBe  in  1854,  It  was 
used  as  such  lor  about  twenty  years,  and  finally  was  muverted 
into  an  iiistttution  for  chiMrcn.  In  addition  to  the  old  wooden 
building  erected  in  1854  there  are  a  hospital  for  sick  children 
and  a  com [lanitively  new  hospital  designed  for  the  reception  of 
children  who  are  lit  with  contagious  diseases.  The  former  is 
one  story  in  height  and  the  latter  two  stories,  and  has  four 
small  wards,  quite  well  adapted  for  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  built.  There  are  also  several  smaller  wooden  buildings, 
used  chielly  as  play-houses  for  the  children. 

The  Popukition.  —  In  addition  to  the  superintendent  and  hia 
family,  the  teachers  and  employees  at  the  school,  about  40 
in  number,  the  inmates  consist  of  about  350  children  of  both 
sexes  and  of  various  ages,  from  twelve  up  to  fifteen  years. 
These  children  are  mostly  received  from  the  families  of  State 
panjjers  either  in  other  Slate  institutions,  principally  from  the 
State  Almshouse  at  Tewksbury,  or  from  the  families  of  out- 
door poor  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  State  having  been 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  State  by  the  courts.  They 
come  from  a  class  of  the  general  population  which  is  especially 
liable  to  the  occurrence  and  the  propagation  of  infectious 
diseases,  in  consequence  of  their  habits  of  life,  euch  as  over- 
crowding, the  presence  of  filth,  and  general  neglect  of  sanitary 
precautions.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a  matter  of  wonder  that 
infectious  diseases  should  occasionally  be  brought  to  a  public 
instiUltion  by  the  individuals  composing  such  a  class,  either  in 
their  persons,  their  clothing  or  their  effccis. 

Among  these  children  there  were  several  cases  of  diphtheria 
during  the  year  ISSfU,  the  drst  being  three  girls  aged  four, 
eight  and  eleven  years.  They  lived  in  that  part  of  the  building 
occupied  by  the  girls,  two  in  the  second  story  and  the  older  in 
the  third  story,  in  the  easterly  end  of  the  building.  The  first 
WH8  taken  III  February  10.  They  were  all  taken  to  the  conta- 
gious hospital. 

The  apartments  occupied  by  these  children  were  old  and 
worn,  the  floors  loose  and  uneven  and  walls  cracked  in  many 
places.  The  condition  is  usually  neat.  The  room  occupied 
by  the  smaller  girls  is  II  feet  in  height  with  a  floor  area 
of  361  by  4i>g  feet,  having  18,730  cubic  feet  of  air-apace  or 
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an  averngc  of  468  feet  for  each  child  when  the  number  present 
is  40,  and  375  feet  when  the  nitmber  is  50.  This  is  a  fair 
alluwiiMce  for  children  of  this  iige,  other  conditions  being  good. 
The  ventilation  of  thin  room  is  partly  furnished  by  an  upright 
cylindrical  shaft  leading  from  the  top  of  the  room  to  the  roof, 
and  by  doors  and  windows.  The  room  is  hciited  by  steam 
coils  near  its  centre. 

The  third  or  attic  story  ia  next  to  the  roof,  its  air-space 
running  up  to  the  rafters. 

The  disposal  of  the  excreta  is  worthy  of  note.  In  the 
second  story  dormitory  the  water-closet  is  separated  from  the 
largo  room  by  a  light  partition  only.  The  plumbing  is  boxed 
and  out  of  sight,  and  if  a  leak  should  occur  it  could  not  he 
readily  detected.  In  one  of  these  closets  a  lead  trap  whs 
removed  in  the  spring  and  was  found  to  bo  much  corroded,  but 
not  to  such  an  extent  as  to  allow  fluid  contents  to  leak  through. 

In  the  third  story  dormitory  ihere  are  no  water-closets,  the 
plan  of  disposal  being  eflected  by  means  of  pails  placed  in 
small  wooden  closets  ventilated  into  the  flues  or  chimneys. 
These  pails  are  emptied  daily.  The  floors  are  of  hard  pine 
oiled.     In  the  nursery  they  are  of  hard  pine  hut  not  oiled. 

The  play-houses  are  on  the  hilly  slope  south  of  the  building. 
One  of  these,  used  by  the  little  children,  is  an  old,  one  story 
building,  once  used  for  keeping  fowls;  its  floors  are  old  and 
much  worn. 

The  water  supply  of  the  school  comes  from  the  reseryoirs, 
one  at  the  south,  half  way  up  the  hill,  and  the  other  on  the  slopa 
of  the  hill  west  of  the  school. 

The  south  reservoir  is  reserved  chiefly  for  Are  protection ,  but 
supplies  one  out-door  drinking  fountain.  The  drinking  water 
used  in  the  main  building  is  mostly  supplied  from  the  west 
reservoir.  The  superintendent's  department  can  he  connected 
with  either  supply.  Drinking  water  for  the  superintendent's 
family  is  taken  from  a  spring  on  the  promises. 

The  drainage  of  the  buildings  ia  principally  by  means  of  a 
sewer  which  passes  along  the  westerly  side  by  the  west  end  of 
the  buildmg,  and  thence  down  the  hill  to  the  river. 

Prevalence  of  Diphtheria. — The  institution  has  not  suflered 
from  this  disease  to  a  greater  extent  than  has  been  common  in 
a  population  of  the  same  number  and  the  same  ages  living  under 
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other  conditioDs.  Several  caseB  occurred  io  1882  and  1883 
attended  with  five  deaths,  and  since  that  time  there  have  been 
hut  few  caeea  till  the  present  year.  Cases  entered  upon  the 
hospital  records  as  tonsillitis,  laryngitis,  pharyngitis,  sore 
throat  and  croup  have  tieen  of  IVeqiieut  occurrence.  An  epi- 
demic of  tonsillitis  appears  to  have  prevailed  quite  generally  in 
1886-1887. 

Daring  the  fortnight  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  the  cases 
in  February,  1890,  five  children  were  admitted  from  Boston 
ami  Springtield,  two  from  the  former  on  Jnnmiry  211.  and  three 
from  the  latter  city  on  January  31.  One  of  those  from  Spring- 
field, aged  three  years  ten  months,  was  taken  ill  with  tonsillitis 
February  10.  Soon  after  the  illness  of  these  three  girls  in 
February,  a  teacher  who  had  the  supervision  of  these  children 
was  taken  ill  with  diphtheria.  The  substitute  who  followed 
her  also  had  sore  throat,  and  from  that  date  there  were  occa- 
sional cases  of  sore  throat  through  April,  May  and  the  summer 
months,  among  the  attendants  as  welt  as  among  the  children. 
In  April,  a  child  aged  six,  who  lived  in  the  family  of  the 
painter,  in  a  house  near  the  school,  was  taken  ill  with  diph- 
theria and  died.  This  child  attended  school  with  the  children 
of  the  same  age,  but  did  not  sleep  or  cat  at  the  school. 

Another  undoubted  case  occurred  August  28,  a  colored  boy, 
who  came  from  the  neighboring  town  of  Monson.  He  was  one 
of  five  children  of  one  family,  aged  four,  five,  eight,  eleven  and 
thirteen,  who  came  together  and  were  admitted  July  22.  He 
and  his  sister  of  five  years  were  put  into  the  nursery  ward,  the 
aame  room  in  which  the  previous  rases  originated.  Between 
the  date  of  this  boy's  admission  and  the  time  of  his  being  taken 
ill,  twenty-five  children  were  admitted,  of  which  number  five 
came  from  Boston,  two  from  Springfield,  one  from  Gloucester, 
one  from  Chelsea,  one  from  Lynn,  seven  from  small  towns  in 
different  parts  of  the  State,  and  eight  from  the  State  Almshouse 
at  Tewksbury.    ' 

Summary.  —  There  were  during  1890  the  followiug  cases  of 
diphtheria  at  the  school :  — 

February,  three;  March,  one;  April,  one;  May,  two; 
August,  one  ;  October,  two.  The  first  case  was  that  of  a  girl 
from  South  Boston,  who  hud  been  in  the  school  a  year, 
previous    case    of    tonsillitis    had,    however,    been     reported 
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February  10,  a  child  of  four  years,  who  had  come  from 
SpriDgfleld  tsD  days  before  being  taken  ill. 

So  far  as  could  bo  determined  from  several  visits,  the  centre 
of  infection  appears  to  have  been  the  room  in  the  second  story 
east  wing,  occupied  by  little  children  from  two  to  six  years  of 
age.  In  tliis  room  there  were  four  cases,  ami  of  the  remaining 
cases,  occurring  in  the  third  story,  the  lirst  was  a  sister  of  one 
of  those  taken  ill  in  the  second  story.  The  boy  ill  iu  Ootober 
was  an  inmate  of  the  third  story  ward,  but  ate  and  played  in 
the  second  story  ward  with  the  little  children.  Another,  a  girl 
in  the  third  story,  was  employed  a  part  of  the  time  in  the 
second  story  ward.  The  location  of  the  beds  oF  the  infected 
children  was  not  such  as  to  give  rise  to  suspicion  of  infection 
from  bed  to  bed. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  secretary,  the  infection  of  diphtheria 
was  introduced  into  the  school  from  without,  about  January  31. 
or  Feb  1,  181)0,  and  subsc<(ueut  cases  were  probably  the  result 
of  that  importation  of  the  disease.  There  may  have  been  a 
re-importation  in  August,  The  nursery  ward  probably  became 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  infected  with  the  contagion  of 
diphtheria.  The  age  and  condition  of  the  room,  its  walls  and 
floor  are  such  an  to  favor  the  retention  of  infectious  material. 
Its  population  consisted  of  40  or  50  children  from  twn  to  six 
years  old,  the  ago  above  all  others  which  is  most  susceptible 
to  this  disease.  Possibly  the  small  plaj-house  in  the  yard 
may  have  contributed  to  the  infection. 

With  these  facts  in  view  the  Board  addressed  the  following 
reply  to  the  trustees  of  the  State  Primary  School :  — 


To  the  TrusUcg  of  the  Stale  Primary  School. 

Gentlemen  :  —  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Sept,  12, 1890,  requesting 
the  ad\-ice  of  the  State  Board  of  Henltli  as  to  the  best  means  of  pre- 
venting the  too  frequent  occurrence  of  diphtheria  at  the  State  Primary 
School,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  tbat  the  matter  has  been  submitted 
to  the  Board,  and  in  compliance  with  the  request,  several  visits  have 
been  made  to  the  school  for  the  purpose  of  Ascertaining  the  uouditions 
under  which  diphtheria  has  prevailed  there. 

Cases  occurred  in  February,  Mai-cii,  April,  May,  August  and  Octo- 
ber,  1690.  in  the  school  and  its  immediate  neighborhood,  one  case 
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kaviag  occurred  in  tbe  family  of  &  painter  living  but  a  short  dietftDCe 
oiiteide  tbe  yard.  This  child  attended  school  during  tbe  day  in  the 
institution. 

These  cnsee  point  very  strongly  and  siguificantly  to  the  second 
story  wai'd,  occupied  by  the  little  cbildren  Croin  two  to  five  years  of  ] 
age,  as  tbe  centre  of  infection.  Some  four  or  Sve  cases  have  occurred 
among  cbiklren  occupying  this  ward  and  among  those  who  were  taken 
ill  in  the  third  story  wards.  One  was  a  boy  who  eats  and  plays  in 
tbe  second  story  ward  with  tbe  little  children,  and  another,  the  last 
one  taken  ill,  is  that  of  a  girl  who  is  employed  in  tbe  daytime  in  the 
second  story  ward  occupied  by  the  little  children. 

In  reviewing  tlie  history  of  the  school  for  tbe  past  ten  years  we 
find  that  there  have  been  eleven  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup, 
follows  :  — 

In  Oclnber,  1880,  one  {rirl  of  six  years. 

In  April,  1881,  one  boy  nf  eix  jears. 

In  November,  1862,  one  girl  of  three  and  a  half  years. 

In  December,  1882,  one  girl  of  six  years  and  eight  months ;  one  boy  of 

three  and  a  half  years;  two  girls  of years;  one  boy  of  five  and  a  half 

years :  one  lioy  of  seven  years. 

In  March.  1885,  one  lioy  of  one  ye&r. 

In  April.  18!M),  a  boy  of  six  ycnrs  .^t  painter's  houjie  outside  the  yard; 
attended  day  school  only. 


These  eleven  cases,  or  about  one  death  annually,  are  all  of  the 
recorded  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  which  have  occurred  in  ten 
years.  Compare  this  with  the  total  population  outside  the  institution ; 
there  were  in  Hassacbusetts  for  tbe  same  period,  1880-1889,  H.-i-iO 
deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  among  47G,000  children  between 
the  ages  of  0  to  IG  years,  a  ratio  of  3.7  deaths  per  thousand  of  the 
people  annually  of  that  period  of  life,  which  was  greater  than  the 
mortality  at  the  school.  In  connection  with  these  cases,  however, 
the  following  comment  should  be  made  :  — 

Between  July,  1884,  and  Oct.  1.  1890,  out  of  2,493  admissions  to 
tbe  hospital  of  the  institution,  from  all  causes,  there  were  recorded 
871  cases  from  the  following  causes  combined  :  diphtheria,  tonsillitis, 
and  follicular  tonsillitis,  pharyngitis,  laryngitis,  sore  throat  and 
swollen  tonsils,  or  14. !l  per  cent,  of  tbe  whole  number  of  admissions, 
of  which  14  only,  or  but  little  more  than  half  of  one  per  cent.,  were 
determined  to  be  diphtheria. 

In  view  of  tbe  extreme  uncertainty  which  attends  the  diagnosis 
of  mild  cases  of  diphtheria,  from  the  other  diseases  named  in  this 
list,  it  is  quite  possible  that  at  least  some  of  these  cases  may  have 
been  mild  nud  unrecognized  cases  of  diphtheria. 
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For  the  purpose,  first,  of  preventing  the  introduction  of  diphtheria 
from  without,  and  secondly,  to  prevent  its  spread  if  once  introduced 
into  the  school,  the  Board  would  make  the  foliowing  reconnnenda- 


That  measures  of  a  quarantine  character  should  be  adopted  with 
reference  to  nil  children  committed  to  the  school,  especially  those 
coming  from  districts  in  which  any  infectious  disease  of  a  dangerous 
character  is  knowo  to  be  prevailing.  Care  should  be  taken  to  make 
inquiry  as  to  the  prevalence  oF  such  disease  during  the  previons 
month  in  the  city  or  town,  institution  or  family  from  which  the  child 
is  admitted. 

A  medical  csamioation,  to  include  a  special  examination  of  the 
throat,  should  be  required  on  the  admission  of  each  child,  and  any 
suspicious  case,  or  one  found  to  be  infected  with  any  contagious  dis- 
ease, should  be  isolated.  Such  measures  can  now  be  carried  out, 
Bince  the  institutioD  has  a  resident  physician.  The  attention  of  the 
trustees  is  respectfully  called  in  this  connection  to  the  following 
extract  from  the  fourth  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy 
and  Charity,  1882,  page  cxxx^- :  "All  children,  as  they  come  into 
the  establishment,  will  be  isolated  for  a  while,  until  it  is  ascertained 
whether  they  are  affected  with  any  contagious  disease." 

For  the  further  prevention  of  the  introduction  of  infectious  dis- 
ease, the  admission  of  visitors,  especially  the  relatives  and  friends 
of  children  (coming  as  they  do  from  a  class  unusually  liable  to  the 
oocurrence  of  infectious  diseases),  should  be  allowed  only  under  oare- 
ful  8uper\'ision. 

For  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  diphtheria  and  other  infectioua 
diseases,  after  they  have  been  introduced  from  without,  the  wards  in 
the  second  and  third  stories  of  the  east  end  of  the  building  should 
receive  a  thorough  cleansing  and  disinfection,  measures  which  cannot 
well  be  adopted  during  their  occupancy  and  could  also  be  carried  out 
with  much  greater  eCQciency  under  improved  methods  of  construction 
and  arrangement. 

As  an  additional  precaution  it  is  recommended  that  the  heads  of  all 
children  coming  from  tlie  infectious  hospital  should  be  shaved  and 
the  hair  destroyed  by  burning,  and  the  clothing  used  there  be  scalded 
in  a  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  1  to  1 ,000,  The  beds  in  the 
dormitories  should  each  be  marked  with  a  permanent  number,  for  the 
purpose  of  identification  of  each  child.  Finally  the  small  play-house 
at  the  east  end  of  the  yard  should  be  destroyed,  and  a  new  one 
erected  in  a  new  location. 
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Registration  of  Vital  Statistics. 
In  accordance  with  previous  custom  a  brief  digest  ia  here- 
with preaeoted  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  ttie   State  for  the  year 
1889,  which  were  edited  by  the  secretary  uf  the  Board. 

Poji'ilation. 

The  estiinated  population  of  the  State  for  tlie  year  1889  waa 
2,175,153. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births,  in  tbe  year  1889  was  57,075,  the  largest 
number  recorded  in  one  year  since  the  beginning  of  registration. 
This  number  represented  a  ratio  or  birth  rate  of  26.24  per  1,000  of 
the  living  population.     The  number  of  still-births  was  2,021. 

The  birth  rate  of  the  twenty-eight  cities  was  28.77  per  1,000,  and 
that  of  the  remainder  of  the  State  was  'ZiMl  per  1,000.  The  largest 
number  of  births  in  a  single  month  tn  18^9  occiitred  in  August  and 
in  tbe  third  quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  least  number  in  Febmary 
and  in  the  first  quarter.  The  sexes  were  distributed  as  follows : 
males,  29,017  ;  females,  28,042  ;  not  stated,  16. 

Marriages- 

The  number  of  marriages  in  1889  was  20,397,  and  was  greater 
than  that  of  any  previous  year.  The  marriage  rate  (persons  mar- 
ried) was  18. 7G  per  1,000,  and  tbe  number  of  marriages  was  9.38  per 
1,000  of  the  living  population.  The  ratio  for  the  twenty-eight  cities 
was  10.34  per  1,000  and  for  the  rest  of  the  State  7.88  per  1,000. 

The  greatest  number  was  recorded  in  November  and  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  least  number  in  March  and  in  the  first 
quarter. 

Dealhs. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1889  was  41,777,  which  was 
820  less  than  those  of  the  previous  year,  but  was  2,738  more  than  tbe 
averse  of  the  five  years  ending  with  1888.  The  death  rate  was 
19.21  per  1,000  of  the  living  population,  which  was  less  than  that  of 
any  year  except  one  since  18711.  The  mortality  of  infants  under  one 
year  was  9,105,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  of  this  class  to  the  total 
mortality  was  21.79.  The  mortality  rate  of  the  twenty-eight  cities 
was  20.7.1  per  1,000,  and  that  of  the  rest  of  the  State  was  16.81. 
The  greatest  number  of  deaths  occurred  in  July  and  in  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year,  and  the  least  number  occurred  in  November  and 
in  the  first  quarter. _  Of  the  wjiole  number  of  deaths  20,978  were 
males  and  20,799  were  females. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Tlie  number  of  deaths  from  niikuovra  or  unbpecified  causes  wus 
iW,  or  I.IT  |>er  cent,  of  tbc  whole,  a  amallei'  ratiu  ttiati  that  of  any 
previous  year. 

From  the  class  of  diseases  known  as  z;/nintli:  there  were  8,034 
deaths ;  from  coiislitiUionat  diseases.  9,000 ;  from  local  diseasee, 
18,187;  from  deoelopMenial  diseases,  4,373,  and  from  violence, 
1,693. 

There  were  but  four  deaths  fi-om  sia'iil-pox  in  1889,  and  the  annual 
average  of  the  ten  years  ending  with  1889  was  Ifi. 

The  deaths  from  ilysenter;/  were  299,  and  the  decennial  average  was 
305. 

The  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  were  891,  and  the  decennial  average 
was  900.  The  ratio  of  deaths  from  this  cause  has  gradually  dimin- 
ished from  7.6  i>er  10,000  of  the  population  in  1860  to  4.1  per  10,000 
in  1889.  The  highest  ratio  was  13.4  in  I8G5,  and  the  lowest  was  3.7 
in  1879. 

From  whooping-cough  there  were  310  deaths  in  1889,  and  an  aver- 
age of  2.')0  for  the  decennial  period. 

From  diphtheria  and  croup  there  were  2,214  deaths  in  1889,  and  a 
decenaial  average  of  1,8-j7.  The  greatest  number  occurred  in  Octo- 
ber and  the  least  in  July. 

The  deaths  from  mennles  were  171,  as  compared  with  a  decennial 
average  of  222.  The  mortality  from  this  cause  in  1889  was  not  dis- 
tributed with  uniformity  throughout  tlie  State,  since  84  per  cent, 
of  the  deaths  occurred  in  Bristol,  Essex,  Middlesex,  Suffolk  and 
Worcester  counties,  while  there  were  do  deaths  from  the  same  cause 
in  Barnstable,  Dukes,  Mampshire  and  Nantucket  counties. 

The  deaths  from  ncarht-fever  were  only  18.t,  which  was  319  less 
than  those  of  the  previous  year,  and  also  less  than  those  of  any  previ- 
ous year,  except  1848,  since  the  beginning  of  registration.  There 
were  no  deaths  from  this  cause  in  Barnstable,  Dukes  and  Nantucket 
counties. 

From  plUhisia  the  number  of  deaths  was  :i,b>i\,  while  the  decennial 
average  was  5,801 .  The  death  rate  from  this  most  destructive  of  all 
causes  has  steadily  diminished  from  34.3  i>er  10,000  of  the  population 
in  1870  to  2.1.7  in  1889.  In  general  tlie  death  rate  from  this  cause  is 
greater  in  the  eastern  counties  of  the  State  than  in  the  western. 

The  deaths  from  pnenmoiiia  were  3,440,  as  compared  with  3,716  in 
the  previous  year,  and  a.  decennial  averi^e  of  3,147. 

The  deaths  from  cholera  infiiiUum  were  2,l'i6,  which  was  39  less 
than  those  of  1888,  and  114  greater  than  the  decennial  average. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  principal  diseases  of  the  nervous 
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system  (apoplexy,  paralysis,  insanity  nud  convulsions)  was  3,4G6,  as 
oompnrEi)  witb  3,JGT  in  1888,  and  a  decennial  average  of  2,995. 

Tbe  ileatha  ascribed  to  insanit;/  were  :?I4,  wliicli  was  higher  than 
that  of  any  previous  year,  the  decennial  average  being  1(17. 

There  was  a  notable  increase  in  the  deaths  from  heart  diseases 
during  the  ten  years,  the  nninber  registered  from  this  c.iusc  in  1880 
being  1,822,  and  increasing  witb  considerable  nniformity  to  3,280 
in  1889. 

There  was  also  a  marked  increase  ia  the  deaths  tromkidnei/  diseases, 
from  723  in  1880  lo  1,290  in  1889. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  deaths  from  hydrophobia,  the  number 
in  1888  being  2,  and  in  1889,  14 ;  while  in  the  six  preceding  years 
there  had  been  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 


Medical  ExAMistKs'  Rktuhns. 

Tlic  number  of  deaths  which  were  investigated  by  tbe  medical 
examiners  in  1889  was  1,6.54-  These  were  tbe  deaths  from  violent, 
sudden  and  suspicions  causes,  which  were  referred  to  these  olflcers 
during  the  year  for  tbe  purpose  of  official  intjuiry. 

Of  this  number  1,2.j3  were  males,  388  were  females  and  the  sex  of 
13  was  not  specified.  The  deaths  from  homicide  were  51 ;  from 
snicide,  199;  from  accident,  792;  and  from  all  other  causes,  612. 
Tbe  principal  accidental  causes  were  :  by  drowning,  244  ;  by  railroad 
accidents,  'ihi ;  by  falls  and  blows,  134 ;  and  by  burns,  scalds  and 
explosions,  42.  There  were  238  deaths  investigated,  in  which 
intemperance  was  alleged  to  have  been  either  the  direct  or  indirect 

Weekly  Mortality  Reports. 
Early  id  the  history  of  tho  Board  a  system  of  collecting  and 
of  diffusing  informatioD  upon  tbe  health  of  the  State  was  begun 
by  obtaining  from  each  local  authority  in  the  cities  and  towns, 
BO  far  as  could  be  done  by  means  of  voluntary  reports,  a  weekly 
return  of  the  deaths  in  aneh  cities  and  towns.  This  practice 
has  been  continued  to  the  present  time,  and  has  proved  a  useful 
aid  in  the  investigation  of  tbe  causes  and  prevalence  of  disease, 
especially  of  the  infectious  and  the  preventible  classes.  In  the 
past  seven  years  these  have  been  published  in  the  form  of  a 
weekly  bulletin,  and  sent  lo  each  city  and  town,  Aa  this 
system  of  weekly  returns  of  deaths  is  very  imperfect  as  now 
conducted,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  many  of  the  cities 
and   large   towns   to   make  such  returns,   it  is   desirable  that 
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measures  should  be  taken  by  adequate  legislation  to  secure 
uniformity  of  practice  in  ibis  respect  throughout  the  State,  at 
least  for  the  cities  and  large  towns. 

In  1888  a  six  years'  summary  was  presented,  with  a  series  of 
charts,  in  which  the  seasonal  prevnlence  of  the  principal  infec- 
tious diseases  was  graphicully  presented  by  means  of  diagrams 
illustrating  the  numbers  of  deaths  from  each  principal  cause  for 
each  week  for  the  year  1888,  and  for  the  six-year  period, 
1883-1888. 

Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

The  operations  of  the  Board  nndnr  the  food  and  drug  acta 
of  1882,  and  the  amendments  of  later  years,  have  continued 
without  interruption  throughout  the  year.  Three  inspectors 
have  been  constantly  employed  in  the  collection  of  snmples  in 
different  parts  of  the  State,  and  these  have  been  submitted  to 
the  chemists  for  analysis.  The  publication  of  a  monthly  bullctiu, 
begun  in  1889,  has  been  continued  uninterruptedly  from  that 
time.  This  bulletin  has  been  published  in  the  same  sheet  with 
the  regular  mortality  reports  of  the  Board,  and  has  been  sent 
regularly  to  each  local  board  of  health  in  the  State.  It  baa 
proved  a  useful  mode  of  diffusing  information  upon  the  subject 
of  food  adulteration  among  the  people.  The  material  presented 
in  these  bulletins  consists  of  a  summary  of  the  articles  examined 
by  the  chemists  of  the  Board  in  each  mouth,  a  statement  of 
the  number  and  character  of  the  complaints  entered  in  court,  a 
list  of  the  towns  visited  by  the  inspectors,  and  such  other  infor- 
mation relative  to  special  and  new  forms  of  adulteration  as  may 
have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  during  the  previous 
month. 

The  whole  number  of  samples  examined  by  the  chemists  dur- 
ing the  year  was  5,985,  During  the  entire  period  of  seven 
years  or  more  since  the  enactment  of  the  present  law,  35,671 
samples  have  been  submitted  for  analysis. 

The  work  of  the  Board  in  this  direction  has  secured  to  the 
people  of  the  State  a  purer  and  better  food  supply,  and  the  gain 
which  has  thus  been  acquired  has  far  more  than  counterbalanced 
the  outlay  which  has  been  made. 

A  summary  of  the  prosecutions  and  an  account  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Board  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  these  statutes 
was  sent  to  the  Legislature,  in  compliance  with  the  terras  of  the 
act,  in  February  last  (Senate  Document  80). 
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Noxious  and  Offensive  Trades. 

Under  the  statute  giving  authority  to  the  Board  to  act  upon 
application  of  parties  complaining  of  certain  trades  or  occnpa- 
tions  which  cause  "  nuisance  or  are  hurtful  to  the  Juhahitants, 
or  dangerous  to  the  puldic  health,  or  the  oxercine  of  which  is 
attended  by  noisome  and  injurious  odors,  or  arc  otherwise  inju- 
rious to  their  estates,"  no  applications  have  been  made  to  the 
Board  during  the  year. 

In  the  only  case  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  during  the 
previous  year,  the  factory  at  Dighton  in  which  paris  green  was 
manufactured,  appliances  were  used  to  prevent  annoyance  and 
injury  from  the  escape  of  the  dust,  and  no  further  complaints 
have  beeu  received  in  regard  to  it. 

Local  Boards  of  Health. 

The  legal  status  of  boards  of  health  in  the  towns  iu  Massa- 
chusetts is  unfortunately  of  such  a  nature  as  in  many  instances 
to  entirely  defeat  the  proper  administration  of  sanitary  laws  in 
the  towns.  Much  evidence  has  accumulated  in  the  office  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  showing  the  urgent  need  of  adequate  leg- 
islation which  shall  alTord  a  proper  sanitary  board  for  every 
town,  or  at  least  for  all  the  large  towns  in  the  State. 

The  necessity  of  such  legislation  has  already  been  alluded 
to  in  previous  reports  of  the  Board,  especially  in  the  twentieth 
annual  report,  in  which  instances  were  cited  showing  the  inad- 
equacy of  the  present  law  to  meet  the  requirements  of  public 
health.  It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  dwell  at  length  upon 
the  subject  in  this  report.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  need 
of  a  better  law  becomes  more  apparent  every  year. 

Water  Siipply  and  Sewerage. 

This  important  department  of  public  sanitary  work  is  con- 
ducted by  the  Board  under  the  provisions  of  the  "  Act  to 
protect  the  purity  of  inland  waters."  (Chapter  375  of  the 
Acts  of  1888.) 

A  portion  of  this  work,  comprising  the  advice  of  the  Board 
to  the  authorities  of  cities,  towns  and  individuals,  has  already 
been  published  as  Senate  Document  No.  4,  1891,  and  forms 
the  first  part  of  the  present  report,  pp.  1— f)6. 
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The  two  volumes  referred  to  in  the  last  report  (p.  ix)  bave 
been  pultlished  ainee  the  date  of  that  report,  imd  are  entitled  : 
■'  Examination  of  Water  Supplies  and  Rivei-s"  (vol.  I,),  and 
'^Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water"  {vo\.  II.).  These  two  very 
full  iind  complete  reports  contiiiii  the  results  of  the  work  of  the 
Uonni  for  the  years  mS7,  1888  and  1889  upon  these  important 
subjects.  In  the  present  report  an  additional  account  of  the 
work  done  in  the  examination  of  water  supplies  up  to  Dec.  31, 
1890,  is  also  presented. 

The  entire  work  in  this  department  has  been  conducted 
under  the  general  supeiTision  of  the  committee  of  the  Board 
upon  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  of  which  Mr.  Mills  is 
chairman. 

The  chemical  examinations  of  waters  have  been  conducted, 
as  in  previous  years,  at  the  laboratory  of  the  Institute  of 
Technology,  under  the  direction  of  Prof,  T.  M.  Drown,  and 
the  biological  examinations  have  been  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Prof.  W.  T.  Sedgwick. 

The  Experiment  Station  at  Lawrence,  established  in  1887, 
for  the  purpose  of  experimental  work  upon  the  purification  of 
water  and  sewage,  is  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Mr. 
Mills.  A  description  of  the  station  may  be  found  in  the  special 
voluniQ  upon  "  Purification  of  Sewage  and  Water."  A  new 
laboratory  was  built  and  equipped  during  the  past  year  at  a 
moderate  cost,  having  two  conveniently  arranged  rooms  for 
chemical  and  biological  work.  In  the  same  line  of  work,  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  Board  has  contributed  to  this  portion  of 
the  present  report  a  paper  upon  the  "  Selection  of  Sourcea 
of  Water  Supply,"  which  will  prove  valuable  to  all  who  are 
looking  to  new  regions  for  supplies  of  water  in  sufficient 
quantity  and  of  good  quality. 

Typhoid  Fever  in  its  helation  to  Water  Supplies. 

It  has  been  pretty  conclusively  demonstmted  during  the  past 
twenty  years  or  more  tliat  supplies  of  water  for  domestic  pur- 
poses, either  private  or  public,  have  proved  to  be  the  media 
through  which  the  specific  infection  of  typhoid  fever  has 
spread  from  the  sick  to  the  well,  thus  carrying  the  disease 
sometimes  to  single  families,  and  sometimes  to  large  c 
nities. 
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The  excessive  prevalence  of  the  disease  during  the  years 
1889  and  1890  in  some  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  State  has 
afforded  opportunity  to  investigate  the  subject  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  supplies  of  drinking  water,  and  a  paper  is  contril)- 
uted  to  this  report  by  H.  F.  Mills,  C.E.,  a  member  of  the 
Board,  in  which  the  question  is  considered  in  its  relation  to 
such  supplies  of  drinking  water. 

The  Growth  of  Childuex. 

Professor  Bowditch's  observations  upon  the  Laws  of  Human 
Growth  are  continued  in  the  present  report,  to  which  he  has 
contributed  a  valuable  paper  upon  "The  Growth  of  Children 
studied  by  Galton's  Method  of  Percentile  Grades." 

Health  of  Towns. 

A  digest  is  presented  of  the  principal  and  important  points 
contained  in  the  reports  of  local  boards  of  health  which  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  oflSce  of  the  State  Board.  These  com- 
prise the  reports  of  20  cities  and  32  of  the  larger  towns.  Very 
many  of  the  towns,  especially  those  which  are  of  small  size 
and  have  an  almost  stationary  population,  have  no  board  of 
health  other  than  the  board  of  selectmen,  and  publish  no  report 
of  their  transactions. 

Recommendations. 

The  Board  renews  its  recommendation  expressed  in  previous 
reports,  that  the  present  law  allowing  a  town  to  impose  the 
duties  of  the  local  board  of  health  upon  the  selectmen  should 
be  made  permissive  only  in  the  smaller  towns. 

It  is  also  recommended  that  the  weekly  returns  of  mortality 
which  are  now  sent  to  the  State  Board  by  the  local  boards  of 
health  be  required  by  legal  enactment,  as  applied  to  all  cities  and 
large  towns.  These  returns  have  proved  especially  valuable  in 
tracing  the  course  and  causes  of  epidemics  with  reference  to  their 
future  prevention. 

Expenditures. 

The  expenses  of  the  Board  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1890,  under  the  three  appropriations  for  General  Expenses, 
Food  and  Drug  Inspection,  and  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage 
work,  are  herewith  presented :  — 
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General  Expenses. 

Salaries, |5,113  00 

Printing 1,500  69 

Apparatus, 970  88 

Travelling,      . 785  51 

Books, 205  45 

Special  investigations, 410  28 

Stationery, 218  78 

Postage 228  46 

Chemical  analysis, 125  00 

Map  of  the  State, 105  00 

Telephone, 95  05 

Office  incidentals, 54  89 

Bookbinding 23  20 

Advertising, 16  25 

Express, "       .        .        .  15  92 

Telegrams, 7  75 

Total,       . $9,871  01 

Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

Salaries  of  chemists, f  4,700  00 

Salaries  of  inspectors, 3,187  50 

Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  samples,      ....  1,998  75 

Legal  services, 168  00 

Bottles,  corks,  twine,  seals  and  other  incidentals, ....  58  14 

Total, $10,112  39 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 
Salaries, |16,909  78 

Experiment  Station  at  Lawrence  (labor,  rent  and  materials),     .  5,708  89 

Rent  of  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,    .        .        .        .  1,062  50 

Travelling, 470  92 

iixpress  and  postage, 597  27 

Photo-micrographs, 175  00 

Apparatus, 173  75 

Maps,  blue-prints  and  stationery, 37  85 

Paid  observer, 25  50 

Total, 125,161  46 
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JOSEPH    W.    HASTINGS, 
HIRAM  F.  MILLS, 
FRANK  W.  DRAPER, 
JOHN  M.  RAYMOND, 
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WATER   SUPPLY   AND   SEAVBRAGE. 


The  State  Board  of  Health  is  required,  by  tlic  provisions 
of  section  3  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  "to 
coDsuIt  with  and  advise  the  nuthorities  of  cities  and  towns, 
or  with  corporations,  firms  or  individuals  cither  already 
having  or  intending  to  introduce  systems  of  water  supply, 
drainage  or  sewerage,  as  to  the  most  appropriate  source  of 
supply,  the  best  practicable  method  of  assuring  the  purity 
thereof  or  of  diajxising  of  their  drainage  or  sewage,  having 
regard  to  the  present  and  prospective  needs  and  interests  of 
other  cities,  towns,  corporations,  firms  or  individuals  which 
may  be  affected  thereby.  It  shall  also  from  time  to  time 
consult  with  and  advise  persons  or  corporations  engaged  or 
intending  to  engage  in  any  manufacturing  or  other  business, 
drainage  or  sewage  from  which  may  tend  to  cause  the  pollu- 
tion of  any  inland  water,  as  to  the  best  practicable  method  of 
preventing  such  pollution  by  the  interception,  disposal  or 
purification  of  such  drainage  or  sewage:  provided,  th&t  no 
person  shall  be  comiielled  to  I)ear  the  exi^ense  of  such  con- 
sultation or  advice,  or  of  experiments  made  fur  the  purposes 
of  this  act.  All  such  authorities,  corporations,  firms  and 
individuals  are  hereby  required  to  give  notice  to  said  board 
of  their  intentions  in  the  premises,  and  to  submit  fur  its 
advice  outlines  of  their  proposed  plans  or  schemes  in  rela- 
tion to  water  supply  and  disposal  of  drainage  and  sewage; 
and  all  petitions  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  introduce 
a  system  of  watei'  supply,  drainage  or  sewerage  shall  be 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  recommendation  and  advice  of 
the  said  board  thereon." 

Under  this  act  the  following  cities,  towns,  corporations 
and  individuals,  have  applied  to  the  Board  for  its  advice, 
since  the  date  of  the  last  report  (Senate  Document  4,  Jan, 
10,  1890.) 
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Applications  for  advice  relating  to  water  supply  were 
received  from  the  following  sources  and  answers  were  sent 
to  them  as  follows:  The  Collage  City  Water  Company; 
the  Dracut  Water  Supply  Company ;  the  trustees  of  the 
Massachusetts  School  for  the  Fcchle-uiiuded ;  citizens  of 
Rockport ;  the  trustees  of  the  State  Normal  School  at 
Framingham;  Plymouth;  J.  C.  Whitney,  Esq.,  relative 
to  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Company;  the  superintendent 
of  the  Woman's  Reformatory  at  Sherborn ;  Eustliumpton, 
Webster  and  Manchester.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing, 
replies  were  also  sent  to  the  authorities  of  Ipswich, 
Southborough,  to  citizens  of  Foxborough,  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Foxborough  water  supply  district,  the 
Stockbi'idge  Water  Company,  and  the  water  commissioners 
of  Springfield,  in  answer  to  applications  which  hud  been 
received  by  the  Board  from  these  parties  during  the  month 
of  December,  1889.  Those  which  related  to  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  were  from  Quincy,  Pittsfield,  Gloucester, 
Wcstborough,  Brockton,  Revere,  Lexington,  Whitman, 
Erving,  Winthrop,  the  Board  of  Health  of  Worcester,  rela- 
tive to  the  sewage  disposal  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at 
Worcester,  Bradford,  theBrooklinc  Gas  Company,  Framing- 
ham,  Athol  and  Beverly. 

Water  Scpi-Ly. 

The  following  is  the  sulistance  of  the  action  of  the  Board 

in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relative  to  water  supply  :  — 

Ipswicn.  The  water  committee  of  the  town  of  Ipswich 
applied  to  the  Board  (Nov.  30,  1889)  for  its  advice  relative 
to  water  supply,  suggesting  Dow's  Brook,  Egypt  Rivor  and 
Ipswich  River  as  sources.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

BoaToN.jBn.  11,  1890, 
The  Ihree  sources  Dnmud  in  jour  application,  viz..  Do w's  Brook  and 
Egypt  tnil  Ipawich  rivers,  liave  beeu  examined,  and  a  Siimple  of  water 
from  each  of  these  sourt-ea  has  been  nnalyzod.  The  waters  of  both 
rivers  are  so  much  affocted  by  having  stood  in  swamps  that  tliey  are  not 
of  satisfactory  quality  for  a  domeslit;  water  supply.  The  water  of  Dow's 
Brook  is  at  present  colorless,  soft,  and  in  other  respet-la  a  very  good 
surface  water.  If  storud  in  a  somewhat  shallow  slorage  reservoir,  iis 
proposed,  the  water  will  undoubtedly  deteriorate  to  some  extent,  and 
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II1H3'  he  seriously  affected  by  disagreeable  tastes  and  ocioi's  suoh  as  liave 
occuiTed  in  many  reservoirs  in  the  Stiite.  From  the  information  fur- 
nished bj  TOn,  and  bucIi  additioniil  information  aa  could  be  obtained,  it 
is  not  probable  that  Dow'a  Brook  wonld  furnish,  in  a  verj  dry  year, 
enough  water  to  supply  the  present  population  after  the  water  bud  (;ome 
into  general  use. 

In  choosing  a.  source  of  wat«r  supply,  it  is  obviously  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  town  that  the  quality  of  the  water  selected  should  be 
good,  and  that  there  should  be  no  doubt  as  regards  the  euSli'ieney  of  the 
supply.  As  none  of  these  soorces  mentioned  fully  meet  tliese  require- 
ments, the  Board  advises  that  further  investigations  should  be  made  to 
ascertain  if  a  belter  Bour(«  than  any  of  those  mentioned  cannot  tie  found, 
And  suggests  as  sources  to  be  examioed  a  supply  from  the  ground  near 
either  the  Ipswich  River  above  tbe  town,  or  Miles  River ;  also  the  latter 
river,  with  a  view  of  taking  its  waters  directly  from  the  stream.  If  a 
supply  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground  at  either  of  the  places  named, 
it  will  be  of  better  quality  than  that  from  any  surface  source.  The 
water  of  Miles  River  is  of  better  quality  than  that  of  either  the  Ipswich 
or  Kgypt  rivers,  though  inferior  to  that  of  Dow's  Brook  in  its  present 
condition.  The  water  of  Dow'a  Brook  after  storage  may  be  even  less 
satiBfaetory  than  water  taken  directly  from  Miles  River.  Water 
obtained  from  the  ground  should  be  stored  in  n  reservoir  where  it  will 
not  be  exposed  to  the  light. 


SouTHBOROUGH.  The  committee  on  water  supply  of  the 
town  of  Southboroiigh  applied  to  the  Board  for  its  advice 
relative  to  an  appropriate  source  of  water  supply,  and  the 
Board  replied  es  follows :  — 

BoBTns,  Jan.7,  18B0. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application,  dated 
Dec.  i,  1889,  for  advice  in  regard  to  tbe  most  appropriate  source  of 
water  supply  for  Southboi-ough,  and  herewitJi  presents  its  rei)ly :  — 

The  sample  of  water  from  the  driven  test  well  between  the  Worcester 
Turnpike  and  Stony  Brook,  west  of  Fayvilie,  was  of  satiafaetory  qual- 
ity. As  regards  quantity,  it  is  uot  improbable  that  a  sufficient  supply 
uf  water  might  be  obtained  from  a  large  well  at  this  place;  bat  the 
indications  are  not  such  as  to  prevent  some  uncertainty  aa  to  tlie  result. 
The  Board  therefore  advises  that  further  examinations  be  made,  before 
works  are  constructed,  to  ascertain  if  some  suitalile  place  for  a  well 
cannot  be  found  near  some  other  portion  of  Stony  Brook,  where  the 
imderlyiug  material  is  coarse  sand  or  gravel  over  n  larger  area.  It  is 
not  probable  that  Marshairs  Spring  and  Brook  will  furoish  a  suffioient 
quantity  of  water. 

FoxBOROUGH.  Citizens  of  Foxborough  presented  to  the 
Board  an  application,  dated  Dec.  6,  188f),  for  its  iidyice 
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relntivo  to  the  fotlowing  menus  of  supply,  as  appropriate  for 
a  public  water  supply :  — 

1.  Springs  about  one-fourth  mile  distant  from,  and  almost 
directly  in  front  of,  the  house  of  Peter  Post,  on  Mechanic 
Street  in  said  Poxljorough. 

2.  Springs  on  land  of  William  T.  Cook,  near  line  of  Old 
Colony  Railroad,  and  located  a  short  distance  northerly  from 
Chestnut  Street  in  aaid  Foxborough. 

3.  Governor's  Brook,  so  called,  near  Carpenter's  Mill, 
Lttkeview,  Foxborough, 

4.  Any  springs,  natural  poods,  brooks  or  other  water 
sources  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Foxborough. 

To  this  application  the  Board  made  the  following  reply :  — 

BOBTDN,  Jan.  8,  1890. 

Tbe  springs  opposite  the  house  of  Peter  Post,  ou  Mechanic  Street, 
will  fui-niah  a  soft  water  of  excellent  i|iiality,  and  the  quantity  of  water 
that  could  be  obtained  from  a  large  well  suitably  located  in  tbe  vieiaity 
of  the  springs,  probably  at  some  point  below  them,  would  be  large. 
Tbe  gi'onnd  in  this  vicinity  appears  to  bo  a  coarse,  jiorons  gravel,  which 
would  permit  the  water  to  flow  freely  into  the  well ;  and  the  only 
aerious  doubt  which  remains  as  to  the  suitability  of  this  source  for  sap- 
plying  the  water  supply  district  of  Foxborough,  ia  in  regard  to  exhaust- 
ing the  supply  by  a  continuous  draft  upon  it.  The  amount  of  water 
which  a  well  or  wells  in  this  vieinity  will  furnish  is  equal  to  the  rainfall 
upon  the  area  contributing  to  the  well,  less  the  amouut  that  goes  off  by 
evaporatiou,  and  the  amount  wliieh  flows  off  over  the  surface.  It  is 
practicable,  in  some  directions  from  the  spring,  to  determine  approxi- 
niBtely,  by  surveys  and  levels,  the  area  from  which  tJie  ground  water 
would  flow  towanis  a  well ;  and  in  other  directions,  as,  for  instance, 
.towards  the  reservoir,  to  form  a  fair  judgment  as  to  the  area  which 
would  contribute  to  the  well  when  the  water  in  it  ta  lowered  by  pump- 
ing. Tbe  prospect  for  obtaining  a  suQldent  supply  from  this  location 
appears  lo  be  favorable,  and  the  Board  advises  that  investigations  be 
made  lo  determine  if  a  well  here  will  furnish  a  suflicient  (|uantity  of 
water ;  and.  it  this  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  "would  advise  this  as  the 
most  appropriate  souree  for  supplying  Foxborough  with  water. 

The  water  in  Carpenter's  Mill-pond,  on  Governor's  Rrook  at  Lakeriew, 
la  inferior  in  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply  to  that 
from  the  sjirings,  and  it  is  obvious  that  water  from  this  brook  below  the 
wool-scouring  mill  at  this  place  would  be  objectionable  in  quality. 

A  well  or  filter  gallery  near  the  brook  at  some  point  below  the  wool- 
scouring  mill  might  furnish  a  sufficient  supply  for  the  district,  a  part  of 
the  water  being  derived  from  the  land  side  and  a  part  by  filtration  from 
the  brook.  Water  derived  from  the  brook  in  this  way  would  yirobably 
be  of  Srttisfaetory  quality,  if  the  well   were  located  not  less  than  one 
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hiindroH  feet  from  the  brook.  This  source  appears  less  favoniblo  than 
the  springs  first  menlioned,  nod  the  Boaril  does  not  advise  its  further 
ronsideratiou  unless  the  quantity  to  be  obtained  from  the  springe  should 
appear,  after  investigation,  to  be  insufficient.  The  springs  on  land  of 
W.  T.  Cook  did  not  give  promise  of  as  large  a  supply  lis  those  opposite 
the  house  of  Peter  Post.  Other  sources  near  the  village  were  looked  at, 
and  plans  h&ve  been  exatnined.  but  the  Board  bas  not  learned  of  anolhei' 
source  as  good  as  those  already  mentioned. 

The  commiasioDers  of  the  water  supply  district  of  Fox- 
borough  also  applied  to  the  Board  (Dec.  20,  1889)  for  its 
advice  in  relation  to  a  jn-oposed  system  of  wnter  supply, 
mid  at  the  ?aniu  time  dcstgiintcd  the  springs  opposite  the 
house  of  Peler  Post,  on  Mechanic  Street,  as  an  appropriate 
source  of  supply.  To  this  application  the  Board  (Feb.  18, 
1S90)  presented,  without  modification,  the  same  advice 
which  had  been  given  previously  to  citizens  of  Foxborough 
(presented  in  full  on  the  foregoing  page). 

The  Stockbridoe  Water  Company.  The  Stockbridge 
Water  Company  applied  to  the  Board  (Dec.  7,  1889)  for 
advice  relative  to  an  additional  supply  of  water  from  Konk- 
apot  Brook,  and  also  from  one  of  its  tributaries  flowing  from 
Lake  Agawam,  to  which  the  Board  gave  the  following 
reply :  — 

Boston,  Jnn.  8, 18B0. 

Analyses  of  ivater  from  both  of  these  streams,  made  in  Uecombcr, 
1889,  showed  (hat  both  were  at  this  time  suitable  for  domestic  use ;  but 
the  wat«r  from  Konkapot  Brook  was  decidedly  better  lor  di'inking  and 
all  domestic  purposes  than  that  from  the  stream  flowing  fixim  Lake 
Agawam.  It  would  be  an  advantage,  as  regards  qu.ility,  to  take  water 
from  Konkapot  lirook  above  tho  conflueuL-e  with  the  brook  from  Lake 
Agawam.  A  pumping  station  at  the  confluence  of  the  two  brooks,  so 
arranged  as  to  draw  water  from  either  of  them,  at  will,  would  be  desir- 
able if  Eonkapot  Brook  is  lialile  to  become  muddy  after  heavy  rains. 

It  is  evident  that  the  did  four-inch  pipe  is  too  small  to  give  a  patla- 
factory  head  in  the  village.  The  Board  therefore  suggest  that,  as  the 
present  pipe  will  have  to  be  supplemented  by  one  of  larger  capacity  in 
the  future,  the  proposed  pumping  main  should  be  put  in  as  large  as  six 
inches  in  diameter. 


Springfield.  After  the  report  of  the  Board,  which  was 
made  in  September,  1889,  relative  to  the  question  of 
improving  the  quulity  of  the  water  of  the  Springfield  water 
supply,  the  water  commissioners  of  Springfield  submitted  to 
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the  State  Bonrd  of  Health  an  application  for  its  advi<;e, 
accoiupanicd  with  a  ctatenient  of  certiiin  proposed  changes 
in  their  system  of  wuter  supply,  which,  briefly  stated,  were 
as  follows :  — 

The  separation  from  the  Ludlow  reservoir  of  a  portion 
thereof,  having  an  area  of  about  twelve  acres,  and  a  storage 
capacity  of  fifty  million  gallons;  the  connection  of  this 
smaller  reservoir  with  the  Broad  Brook  canal,  by  means  of  a 
pipe  and  open  canal  running  outside  the  larger  portion  of 
the  reservoir,  and  along  the  Cherry  valley  outlet  and  dam. 
Into  Broad  Brook  ciinal  the  waters  of  Jabish  Brook,  rising 
in  Pelhnm  and  Belcliertown,  were  to  be  conducted  as  an 
additional  supply.  The  water  of  the  large  reservoir  was  to 
be  reserved  to  be  used  only  in  case  of  emergency.  It  was 
also  contemplated  to  take  the  waters  of  Five  Mile  Pond,  and 
conduct  them  to  the  Van  Horn  Reservoir,  or  to  the  main 
pipes  as  a  further  additional  supply, 

Til  this  application  the  Board  made  the  following 
reply :  — 

BogTOM,  Jan.  29. 1B90. 

If  the  canals  leading  water  from  Jabish,  Broail  anil  Hi{,'her  bruoka 
are  made  so  lliat  their  banks  nn<l  beds  are  inipervtoua,  so  that  do  wal<:r 
U  wasted  on  the  way  between  the  nntiu'al  channels  of  those  brooks  and 
the  receiving  reservoir,  and  the  dam  on  Jntish  Brook  at  the  npper  end 
of  the  canal  be  made  so  that  no  waste  occurs  there,  these  sources  will, 
in  wet  years,  supply  aa  much  water  as  Springfield  will  need  in  the 
immediate  future ;  and  its  quality  is  likely'  to  be  as  gnod  throughout  such 
years  as  the  present  supply  from  Lndlow  Reservoir  is  during  the  months 
when  it  has  not  contained  the  offensive  vegetable  growths.  But,  during 
dry  years,  Ruffieient  water  will  not  be  supplied  from  these  sources.  In 
a  year  as  dry  as  our  last  dry  year,  1883,  measurements  of  water  sup- 
plied by  streams  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  indicate  that,  with  the 
proposed  leeeiving  reservoir  full  on  the  first  of  July,  it  would  have 
been  emptied  by  the  last  day  of  September.  If  S,50U,000  gallons  had 
been  drawn  daily.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  canals  leading  from  the 
natural  courses  of  these  brooks  to  the  receiving  reservoir  allo^v  water 
to  leak  out  of  them,  aa  we  nndersland  has  been  the  ease  with  the  canal 
from  Higher  Brook  to  the  reservoir,  the  quantity  that  will  be  avsilabls 
may  be  much  less  than  the  2,500,000  gallons  per  day  above  given, 

The  quantity  of  4,000,000  gallons  per  liay,  as  given  in  the  last  report 
of  the  water  commissioners,  as  about  the  quantity  consumed  in  the  city, 
is  certainly  none  too  large  as  a  basis  for  a  proposed  supply  for  the 
immediate  future.  If  300,000  gallons  per  day  can  be  received  from  Van 
Horn  and  Lombard  reservoirs,  there  are  3,700,000  gallons  to  bo  fur- 
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nished.  To  supply  the  difference  between  3,700,000  guilons  and  2,500,000. 
or  a  less  nmount,  either  Ludlow  Reservoir  must  be  drawn  upon  in  the 
season  when  its  water  is  likely  to  be  the  moBt  object! onnble,  or  anotLer 
source  that  will  supply  1,200,000  gallons  or  more,  must  be  found.  Five 
Mile  Pond  and  its  viciuity  is  suggested  in  your  application  as  an  addi- 
tional source.  From  the  datu  thus  far  obtained  by  the  Board  it  appears 
that,  if  this  pond  were  tapped  at  ii  deplh  of  twenty  feet  below  the  sur- 
face, it  might  furnish  760,000  gallons  a  day.  The  quality  of  the  water  is 
at  present  good.  Estimates  of  cost  would  be  necessary  before  deciding 
that  this  is  the  best  place  to  obtain  the  amount  of  water  that  it  will 
fumieb. 

From  the  investigationB  made  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Board,  we 
are  led  to  recommend  that  you  have  investigations  made  to  ascertain  if 
a  ground  water  supply  for  tlie  whole  city  cannot  be  obtained  from  ibe 
valley  of  the  north  branch  of  JTill  Kiver,  nnd  from  the  ground  near  the 
etreams  and  ponds  north  of  Mill  River,  including  Five  Mile  Pond,  sup- 
plemented, if  necessary,  with  water  from  the  Ludlow  Reservoir,  filtered 
through  the  sa:idy  land  in  ibe  vicinity,  as  suggested  in  the  previous 
report  of  the  Board. 

Cottage  Citt.  The  committee  on  water  supply  of  Cot- 
tage City  having  applied  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relativo 
to  Beach  Grove  MiDeral  SpriDgs  and  other  springs  Iq  their 
immediftte  vicinity  as  a  source  of  water  supply,  the  Board, 
having  caused  an  examination  of  the  premises  and  of  the 
water  to  l)e  made  on  January  28,  approved  of  the  source 
presented. 

The  Draout  Wateb  Supply  Comp.vnt.  Application 
was  made  by  the  Dracut  Water  Supply  Company  for  the 
advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  taking  the  water  of  Tyag'a 
Pond  or  Long  Pond  as  a  water  supply  for  the  town  of 
Dracut,  to  which  the  Board  made  the  following  reply  :  — 

BoSTOM.  Feh.  1. 1890. 
The  waters  of  these  ponds  are  of  good  quality  for  surface  waters,  and 
either  of  the  ponds  will  supply  a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  town  fur 
many  years.  They  are  three  miles  or  a.  little  more  from  Dracut  village, 
and  the  expense  of  bringing  the  water  from  either  of  them  will  be  cuu- 
slderable.  Pumping  will  be  required.  Before  going  to  the  expense  of 
bringing  water  so  far,  the  Board  would  advise  you  to  have  examinations 
made,  to  see  if  an  abundant  ground  w.iter  supply  may  not  be  obtained, 
nearer,  at  less  expense. 

The  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded. 
The  trustees  of  this  school  applied  to  the  Board  (Feb.  3, 
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1890)  for  its  advice  relative  to  u  water  supply  for  the  newly 
erected  iostitutiun,  situuted  in  the  easterly  part  of  Walthani. 
The  Board  (on  April  2)  replied  to  the  application  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Tho  following  brooks  flowing  id  or  near  t!ie  estate  of  the  school  and 
the  vulleys  L-omitiniiig  them  were  examiiied .-  — 

1.  The  linidk  which  forms  tlie  liounUary  between  this  eilnte  and  that 
o(  the  Warren  heirs  near  Quince  Street,  and  further  up,  wliolly  id  tli» 
Warrun  estate,  a  shurt  distance  from  jour  south-westerly  boiindiiry. 

2.  The  brook  ivhioh  flows  eoiitherly  into  the  estate  of  the  school, 
about  three  hundred  feet  easterly  from  the  custodial  ward. 

3.  The  small  hrook  nearly  parallel  with,  and  about  two  hundred 
feet  southerly  from.  North  Street. 

Water  tiikeii  from  tlic  ground  by  a  well  sunk  near  either  of  tbesa 
brooks  would  probably  be  of  satisfactory  quality,  if  not  polluted  by 
sewage  from  Ihc  institullon.  Water  taken  directly  from  the  brooks 
would  not  be  in  any  case  as  sattsfartory  in  quality  as  if  taken  from  the 
ground ;  and  iu  the  case  o£  brook  No  2,  the  quality  would  probably  be 
very  nnaatisfaetory  much  of  the  year. 

A  we!)  located  within  the  school  estate,  near  brook  No.  1,  between 
Quince  Street  and  the  fartn-liouse,  or  outside  of  the  estiit«,  near  this 
brook,  not  furth<*r  nji  than  tlie  pi-esent  spring,  would  probably  furnish  a 
BufQcieDt  quantity  of  water  for  the  whole  institution  throughout  the  year ; 
but  these  localities  are  no  longer  eligible,  as  the  water  would  now  be 
polluted  by  the  effluent  from  the  e.tisting  sewage-disposal  area.  Still 
further  ufi  this  brook,  beyond  the  reaeh  of  pollution,  or  near  the  other 
brooks,  no  very  favontble  location  for  a  well  was  found.  There  appears, 
however,  to  be  a  fair  prospect  that  a  large  well  sunk  beside  brook  No.  1, 
at  some  point  above  the  disposal  area,  or  beside  brook  Ko.  2,  near  the 
bonndory  of  the  school  ostats,  would  furnish  a  large  quantity  of  wat«r. 
If  the  character  of  the  ground  is  favoralile.  It  is  jirobable  that  a  better 
location  for  a  well  near  brook  No.  2  might  be  found  further  up  stream, 
where  the  valley  is  wider.  A  well  near  brook  No,  3  will  not  furnish  a 
large  quantity  of  water,  on  account  of  the  limited  size  of  the  valley 
above  it,  the  jjomewhat  impervious  character  of  the  ground  in  which  the 
well  would  be  sunk,  and  the  rapid  descent  of  the  valley  below  the  pro- 
posed site  of  the  well. 

In  the  absence  of  information  which  might  be  obtained  by  sinking 
test  wells,  the  Board  is  unable  to  give  more  definite  advice  as  to  the 
quantity  of  water  which  may  be  derived  from  these  'ources  ;  and.  while 
there  appears  to  be  no  reason  to  anticipite  that  wuler  dtnt  cd  from  wells 
not  (Hilluled  by  sewage  from  the  institution  will  hv  of  objectionable 
quality,  it  will  be  well  to  have  sampks  from  the  test  wells  analyzed 
before  deciding  to  obt.iin  a  supply  from  any  poiluular  locality. 

RoCKpoitT.  Citizeiis  of  Rockport  h  u  inp  deiignated  Cape 
Pood  in  that  town  as  an  appropriate  means  of  supply  for  the 
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town,  and  baving  applied  to  the  Boai'd  (March  18,  18i)0) 
for  its  advice  relative  to  the  same,  the  Boiird  replied  as 
follows ;  — 

Boston,  Marcb  26,  1890. 

The  Board  hoe  caused  ganiptcs  of  waler  to  be  taken  from  tho  pond 
mad  has  had  chem  submitted  lo  chemical  and  iiiicroscopal  exnininatioa, 
The  water  at  the  present  time  is  not  found  by  either  examination  Ui  be 
of  aatisfactorj  qmilitj.  It  contaJned  an  unusually  large  number  of 
organisms,  and  is  therefore  specially  liable  to  bad  toales  and  oilora,  such 
as  have  affected  many  water  supplies  in  the  State.  It  is  bIko  shown  by 
analysta  lo  contain  a  large  amount  of  ammonia,  wbieb  Indicates  the 
preeence  of  decaying  matter.  It  is  not  fi-asible  to  lell  whether  tho  water 
at  the  present  time  is  better  or  worse  than  at  other  seasons  of  tlia  year ; 
but,  as  a  rule,  the  quality  of  the  water  of  ponds  is  worse  in  the  summer. 

In  view  of  tils  un satis faciorj-  condition  of  the  water,  the  Board  canuot 
at  tho  present  time  advise  that  this  pond  will  be  a  desirable  source  of 
supply  for  the  t*>wn  of  Rockisort,  unless  the  water  supplied  is  first 
efficiently  filtered.  If  it  should  be  found  by  subsequent  examinations 
that  the  water  of  this  pond  is  belter  at  other  seasons  of  the  year  than  at 
the  present  time,  the  Board  might  have  ofcasion  to  modify  (lie  advice 
above  given. 

The  State  Normal,  School  at  FRAMixonAM.  The 
Board  of  Visitors  of  the  State  Nortnal  School  at  Fraiuingham 
requested  the  opinion  of  the  Board  (Jan.  5,  1890)  ae  to  tho 
quality  of  the  drinking  waters  used  at  the  school,  lucluding 
the  water  taken  from  a  well  near  the  Sudbury  River,  and 
delivered  by  means  of  a  windmill  pump,  and  the  wateia  of 
certain  wells  upon  the  hill  near  the  school.  To  this  request 
the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

BasTON,  Jan.  29,  1890. 

Tlie  waters  of  both  wells  are  well  flltereJ,anU.clicniically  considered, 
ooataiu  very  little  organic  matter;  but  that  from  the  well  near  Normal 
Hall  liaa  since  last.Iuly  increased  in  ohlorin«from  1.40  parts  |K!r  100,000 
to  3.30  parts,  indleatdng  thai,  unless  salt  has  been  added  lo  t!ie  water  in 
BOme  way  that  would  be  likely  to  bo  known  to  your  management,  tbs 
water  is  now  filtered  from  a  mueb  greater  pvopmrlion  of  sewage  than  it 
was  six  months  ago.    This  w.iter  cannot  be  recomuicnded  for  drinking. 

The  water  taken  from  the  windmill  pump  shows  but  a  alight  iiiereasa 
in  chlorine  in  six  months;  viz., 0.41  parts  to  O.ol  parts.  This  inoreosa 
is  so  small  that  it  may  not  indicate  anything,  and  it  may  indicate  th« 
beginning  of  the  effect  of  sewage  applied  to  the  so  wage-disposal  fi^Id 
above  the  wells.  The  lime  is  i-athor  short  for  an  effect  lo  be  produced, 
and,  if  produced,  it  will  be  much  more  marked  in  the  drj-  season,  when 
there  is  less  water  in  the  ground,  and  the  well  draws  its  supply  from  a 
larger  area. 
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The  water  from  llie  pumii  at  the  house  ot  the  eusineer,  iienr  thi'  sew- 
age Ge]d.iDt1i<^tfs  Eonie  previous  |ioUutiiHi,  which  lins  been  well  Qllvrod 
out,  the  chlorioe  being  st  OM  parts. 

On  April  8  the  Board  of  Visitors  requoBled  inforniBlion  as 
to  the  quality  of  the  water  funiished  l>y  iLe  Fnmiinfiliam 
Water  Coiupany  as  a  source  of  supply  for  tho  acboo!,  to 
which  request  tho  Board  made  the  following  reply :  — 

BonToH,  April  U.  1890, 
Eectiit  analyses  of  water  from  the  works  oi  Uie  KraiuiDghum  Water 
Company  show  that  its  quality  U  lietler  tUau  that  o(  Iho  Uoaton  supply, 
and  may  properly  be  ealleii  good ;  but  it  was  Dot  eo  good  as  tlio  water 
from  tlie  windmill  well  of  the  Framingham  Normal  Sdiool  whnn 
examined  in  January  Inst.  The  tatter,  oa  then  stntod,  showoi]  n  xllght 
increase  in  chlurine  over  the  analysis  of  the  provions  Auguit,  but  ft 
could  not  be  tnid  whether  thia  was  from  scwngo  puUuilua,  ur  not.  It 
iras  too  soon  to  ejtpeut  such  pollution,  and  it  might  coniu  later.  If  that 
alight  increase  in  ehlorine  was  due  to  nuoli  pollution,  it  iloea  not  Indicate 
so  much  pollution  as  the  an^ilyses  of  the  t'ramingham  water  supply 
The  quiility  that  water  from  the  well  nnil  from  the  Framingham  water 
supply  is  likely  to  have  in  tlie  near  future,  can  bettor  he  dptermlnod 
wbeu  this  l<ing  wet  period,  which  has  now  extended  over  rieccral  ycnr> 
gives  plate  to  a  dry  season ;  and,  if  the  pruposiiion  to  take  Framingham 
water  is  merely  to  replace  that  of  the  windmill  wull,  it  would  bu  ndvin- 
able  to  wait  a  few  months,  and  then  determine  by  anulyxiii  whieh  U  tlie 
better. 


The  Board  of  Visitors  then  (April  1«,  1890)  inquired 
irbetber  a  driven  well  u|)on  the  hill  near  tho  Normul  Hall 
building  would  furnish  a  antii*factory  supply  for  tho  mchool; 
and  if,  in  the  judgment  of  tho  Stsite  Board  of  Health,  it 
vould  not  he  likely  to  prove  a  sufficient  supply  of  jjood 
quality,  the  Board  was  nsked  to  slate  whether  the  water 
firom  the  windmill  well  or  that  of  the  Frumingbam  Water 
Company  would  l>e  the  better  for  the  ti'M!  of  the  school,  Tho 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Bo«TO«,Mirr«,IW). 
ne  $ule  Hoard  of  HealLh  ia  of  opinion  that  the  improbaMlily  tbalfe 
MrfBiieBt  HipplT  of  water  can  be  obtained  in  the  Mil  near  the  Kbool  ' 
felrflfi8g>  b  to  gT«at  that  it  would  i>ot  a/tviae  aoj  expenditore  then!  for 
Ike  |i|iiiii.  Ab  aaalysia  of  water  from  the  wiDdmill  wt^ll,  ntade  in 
Afril,  tma,  Uwwi  a  aHght  hwreaae  b  tbe  ia^ioiiem  fbat  RItend  Mnraga 
WIBtii  Oil  w«Il.dK«gfa  it  ts  Hill  benerUm  Ibe  water  of  Otr  FnUMtog- 
taa  VaAer  Coapaaj.    Before  making  amngemea  Ig  (or  a  f  attm  if  ply 
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from  the  latter  company,  the  Board  woulil  adviae  an  investigation  of  an 
iodepenilent  ground-water  source  from  land  of  the  city  of  lioEton  near 
tUe  SuiHiurj-  River,  one  thousand  feet  or  more  above  the  railroad,  and 
one  fr<)tn  land  of  T.  L,  Barber,  east  of  ihe  school  and  near  the  poud. 
The  former  source  would  be  preferable,  if  the  coal  were  nearly  tbe 
annie.  Estimates  should  be  made  on  works  large  enough  to  supply  &1I 
the  water  required  fur  the  suhuol. 

Plymouth.  The  iiumcdlate  neighborhood  of  the  principal 
ponds  used  by  the  town  of  Plyuiouth  for  domestic  water 
supply  having  become  occupied  by  s.  lew  lesideota  as  a  place 
of  resort  during  a  few  weeks  in  the  summer  season,  and 
cottaj:ea  having  been  erected  upon  the  shores  of  the  ponds, 
the  Water  Board  applied  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  its 
advice  (Aug.  4,  1890)  as  to  the  best  method  of  protecting 
the  ponds  from  such  pollution  as  appeared  to  bo  imminent 
from  certain  cottages  situated  near  the  shore.  The  State 
Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

DosTON,  Sept.  m,  ISM. 

Privies  loi'nled  within  one  hundred  feet  of  high-water  mark  should  be 
dry  earib  closets.  The  essenlinl  fenturen  of  aueh  a  eloset  are  a  movable 
water-tight  receptacle  under  each  sent,  and  the  application  of  about  a 
qnnrt  of  dry  soil  each  time  the  privy  is  used.  The  details  wny  be  varied, 
but  satisfactory  results  can  bo  obtained  with  the  following  arrange- 
ments :  half  of  an  oil  casic  may  be  used  for  the  water-tight  receptacle, 
and  it  shuulU  be  placed  wholly  abovegronnd,  preferably  on  n  shelf  about 
the  height  of  a  wheelbarrow,  to  facilitate  removal.  In  the  privy  there 
should  be  a  box  to  hold  two  bushels  of  dry  soil,  and  a  scoop  for  apply- 
ing it.  The  se-at  should  be  so  arranged  that  it  can  be  lifted  to  avoid 
Boiling  it  when  the  earth  is  thrown  in.  If  proper  eare  is  exei-cised,  the 
contents  of  the  receptacle  will  be  inoSensive,  and  maj'  be  disposed  of  by 
burying  them  in  the  siuid  not  less  than  one  hundred  feet  from  high- 
wal«r  murk. 

Stable  manure  should  not  be  thrown  out  within  one  hundred  feet 
of  the  pond  apon  ground  which  slopes  towards  the  water ;  and,  where 
this  condition  exists  at  present,  the  ground  should  be  regritded  so  that 
poUutins  matters  of  this  kind  cannot  be  washed  over  the  surface  into 
the  ponds.  The  manure  piles  should  be  removed  as  often  as  once  a 
month  while  the  stables  are  in  use. 

When  the  season  for  using  the  cottages  is  over,  all  polluting  matter 
at  the  privy  and  stables  should  be  removed  before  freezing  weather. 
Sink  water  and  house  slops  may  be  discharged  into  cesspools,  or  tbej 
may  be  turned  into  furrows  in  the  ground.  If  the  latter  method  ia 
adopted,  the  furrow  in  use  should  be  ab^mdoned  and  tilled  with  oarth 
whenc^ver  it  becomes  clogged  so  that  the  water  is  not  readily  absorbed, 
and  the  water  should  be  turned  into  another.  In  any  cose  the  disposal 
should  be  clfected  els  far  from  the  pond  as  pntoti cable. 
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I(  lyphoul  feTPr  or  other  com mvini cable  dueasc  should  occur  at  any 
bouse  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ponds,  special  precautions  should  lie  taken 
to  dispose  of  the  infected  wastes,  under  tlie  direction  of  the  locftl  board 
of  health. 

In  giving  the  a.bovc  advice,  ths  Board  has  had  in  mind  the  special 
conditions  affet'ling  Ihis  case;  namely,  Uio  very  short  season  duiingf 
which  cottages  are  occupied,  nnd  the  favorable  character  of  the  ground 
with  regard  to  lillratlon. 

Eaptiiasipton.  During  the  progress  of  an  epidemic  of 
diphtheria  at  Easthninptoti,  citizens  of  the  town  and  also  the 
authorities  of  the  town  requested  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
relative  to  the  quality  of  the  pulilic  water  supply  furnished 
to  the  town. 

The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Aug.  21,  1890. 

The  water  of  Williston  Pond  has  been  analysed  by  tlio  State  Hoard  of 
Health  in  each  raonth  for  two  years.  These  examinations  show  much 
variation  in  (juallty  at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  These  vuriationa 
are  such  as  are  common  in  similar  shallow  reservoirs.  The  amount  of 
pollulioD  entering  the  i>ond  is  not  unusual ;  but  it  is  sufficient,  with  the 
other  conditions,  to  cause  the  growth  of  algfe  and  other  organisms  that 
at  limes  give  to  the  water  a  very  unpleasant  taste,  and  therefore  render 
it  until  for  drinking,  although  it  is  not  known  to  be  contaminated  with 
anjrthing  especially  injurious  to  health.  It  is  not  probable  that  extend- 
ing the  pipe  into  the  pond,  as  has  been  proposed,  would  improve  the 
quality  of  the  water  pumped. 

The  water  timt  has  been  examined  from  the  now  source  of  supply  od 
the  mountain  side  is  of  much  better  quality  than  that  from  Williston 
Pond;  and.  if  this  could  be  made  the  source  uf  supply  during  the  seasons 
when  uiipliiasant  taste  prevails  in  the  water  of  the  pond,  the  year's 
supply  would  be  much  less  objectionable. 

Webster.  The  committee  on  water  supply  of  the  town 
of  Webster  applied  to  the  Board  for  its  advice  relative  to  an 
appropriate  source  of  water  supply  for  that  town,  at  the 
same  time  indicating  certain  ponds  as  being  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  Board  for  its  examination. 

The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  Nov.  G,  IS90. 
The  State  Board  of  Health,  in  response  to  your  api)lic8tion  of  Sept.  2G, 
1690,  has  caused  cxaminaiionsMbemadein  a  general  way  of  all  sources 
in  the  vicinity  of  Webster,  and  more  particularly  of  Lake  Chauhuna- 
^ugamaug  in  Webster,  and  of  Kamshom  or  Gore  Pond  in  Dudley. 
The  water  from  th«  former  source  would  require  pumping,  while  from 
the  latter  source  a  supply  may  be  obtained  by  gravity.    This  advantage. 
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however,  is  probwblj  more  than  offset  by  the  greater  first  cost  of  works 
for  olilniiiing  it  supply  from  the  pond, 

Analyses  of  the  wHter  from  these  two  sources  show  that  the  water 
from  the  lake  ia  Dearly  colorless  and  cy)ntUiiti9  but  a  small  amount  of 
organic  mntter.  while  that  from  the  pond  is  highly  colored  imd  contaioa 
mnch  organic  matter  {mostly  of  Tegetahle  ori^n).  Analyses  of  the 
Wiiterof  the  lake  were  roaile  monthly,  from  June,  1387.  to  May,  1888,  and 
show  thnt  the  quality  of  water  varied  but  tittle  from  time  to  time,  This 
fact  and  the  fiivorable  experience  of  the  tov/a  in  the  ose  of  this  water  for 
the  past  nine  years  indicate  that  it  is  leas  likely  than  moat  surface  waters 
to  be  affected  with  bad  tastes  and  odors. 

The  Board  is  therefore  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  Lake  Chaubuna- 
gungamaug  ia  iho  most  appropriate  source  of  supply  for  the  town  of 
Webster.  II  is  also  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  most  appropriate  source  of 
supply  for  portions  of  the  town  of  Uadley,  so  that  the  loivn  of  Webster 
should  not  acquire  exclusive  rights  to  the  waters  of  this  lake, 

Manciiester.  The  cominittee  on  water  supply  of  the 
town  of  Manchester  requested  the  advice  of  the  Board  rela- 
tive to  a  proposed  supply  of  water  from  the  ground  in  the 
valley  of  Sawmill  Brook  in  that  town,  to  l)e  pumped  to  a 
covered  atand-pipe  for  distnlmtion.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

Boston.  Nov.  8.  18O0. 

la  response  to  your  application  of  October  15  for  advice  iti  regard  to 
a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  town  of  Slancliester,  the  State  Board  of 
Health  has  considered  two  aoureea.  One  source  is  in  the  valley  of 
Sawmill  Bi'ook  above  the  village,  where,  to  obtain  a  satisfactoij  supply, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  take  the  water  from  the  ground ;  the  other  ia 
Gravelly  Pond,  where  a  supply  of  excellent  surface  water  can  probably 
be  obtained,  A  good  ground  water  is  to  be  preferred  to  a.  good  surface 
water,  as  it  contains  none  of  the  niiimte  organisms  which  grow  in  the 
latter  and  are  liable  at  times  to  give  the  water  a  bail  taste  and  odor.  In 
the  present  case  the  well  cannot  be  located  so  far  from  habitations  that 
some  of  the  nitrogenous  products  from  them  and  from  manured  fields 
will  not  reach  it.  The  analysis  of  the  water  from  the  flowing  test  well, 
however,  shows  that  all  of  the  orgaiii<'  matt«r  has  been  oxidized  before 
reaching  it;  and, if  the  permanent  well  is  placed  further  up  stream,  so 
as  to  be  OB  far  from  habilalions  as  practicable,  there  is  no  rca.son  to 
doubt  that  the  water  will  remain  as  satisfactory  in  quality  as  that  from 
Gravelly  Pond, 

With  regard  to  ths  quantity  of  water  to  be  obtained  from  a  well  or 
wells  in  the  valley  of  .Sawmill  Bi'ook,  the  investigations  made  up  to  the 
present  time  do  not  furnish  rcaults  upon  which  defluit«  conclusions  can 
be  based :  but,  from  these  investigations  and  an  examination  of  the 
surrounding  territor}',  the  probability  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  supply 
fnini  this  source  is  so  gi'eat  as  to  make  it  imdesirable  to  go  to  the  greater 
^y[  obtaining  water  from  Gravelly  Pond, 
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If  II  supply  lakea  from  the  grounil  should  prove  iusullicknt,  it  c:in  be 
Eupplemente<t  by  wat<'r  taken  from  SiiwrniH  Brook,  and  filtered  bj  ntf  nns 
of  siiitnble  works  so  ns  to  maku  it  of  satisfnctorj  qnality,  The  volnma 
of  wattT  flowing  in  the  brook  will  nt  all  or  very  nearlj  all  times  be 
euffii'icnt  for  the  supply  of  the  town. 


Sewekage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  following  cases  related  to  sewerage  and  sewage  dis- 
posal :  — 

Quixcr.  The  mayor  of  Quiucy  applied  to  the  Board  for 
its  advice  (Juno  11,  1890),  relative  to  a  system  of  sewer- 
age and  sewage  disposal.  The  Board  made  the  following 
reply :  — 

BoBTOK,  Feb.  19. 1B90. 

The  Do!ir(1,  in  1888,  considered  the  qaestion  of  the  Bowcmge  of  Quincj 
when  the  plan  proposed  bj  Mr.  E  C.  Clarke  was  pTesented  to  it,  and  on 
July  6,  1888.  sent  a  reply  to  the  town,  giving  its  advice  regarding  the 
oullela  for  the  lerrllory  then  under  consideration,  It  also  stated,  in 
response  to  a  request  for  advice  with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the 
sewage  at  the  end  of  Hough's  Keck,  that  it  did  not  advise  this  plau  of 
disposal.  The  reason  of  such  advice  was  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Board,  the  other  outlets  would  for  many  years  serve  the  portions  of  the 
city  under  consideration,  without  prejudice  to  its  sunitary  condition,  at 
much  less  cost.  Fur  the  distant  future,  beyond  the  time  for  which 
sewerage  systems  are  usually  designed  for  cities  of  fourteen  thousand 
iufaabitnnts,  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  this  city  into  deep  water  oS 
Nut  island  would  be  eminently  satisfactory,  and  this  is  probably  the 
best  site  that  con  be  selected.  The  outlet  into  deep  water  off  Gall 
Point  will  dispose  of  the  sewage  so  thoroughly  that  the  probability  of 
any  harm  resulting  from  it  would  be  extremely  remote. 

Either  of  these  outlets  Is  preferable,  in  its  distance  from  the  cily,  to 
the  nearer  outlets  previously  considered.  The  advantage  of  the  nearer 
outlets  is  in  their  less  cost;  and, in  considering  their  relative  advantages 
in  relation  ta  the  financial  resonives  of  the  city,  it  should  be  considered 
that  forty  years  hence  the  [lopulnUon  of  the  city  may  bo  such  that  it  may 
then  be  advisiible  on  sanitary  grounds  to  move  the  nearer  outlets  to  ono 
of  the  moi'e  distant  localities.  The  question  of  choice  is  resolved  into  a 
financial  one,  involving  the  resources  and  probable  giowth  of  the  city. 
The  system  of  disposal  now  proposed  is  intended  hi  serve  for  a  large 
city.  It  now  includes  West  Quincy,  which  was  not  included  in  the  former 
system ;  and,  before  it  is  adopted,  a  study  should  be  made  ot  the  method 
by  which  other  outlying  districts  of  the  future  city  can  be  served ;  and, 
before  the  main  system  of  sewerage  within  the  eity  and  the  position  of 
the  main  pumping  system  is  finally  determined,  the  Board  would  advise 
that  a  mure  thorough  study  should  be  made  of  tbe  best  way  to  dispose 
of  tlie  sewage  of  Atlantic,  North  WoUaston,  aud  tbe  land  between 
illaeton  and  Quincy  Bay. 
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PiTTSFiELD.     Tbe   committee  on  sewerage  of  the  Pitts- 
field  Are  district,  on  Jnn.  27,  1890,  preaentcdto  tho  Board  n 
revised  plan  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  and  requested   ■ 
the  advice  of  the  Board  upon  the  same. 

To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

BosTov,  April  1,1890. 
In  revising  tbis  plan  the  suggestions  contnined  in  the  replj  ot  this 
Board  to  yim,  dated  Dec.  13,  1889,  have  been  followed,  in  part,  by  the 
nbimdoniiig  of  the  high-level  main  sewers,  the  storage  tanks  and  the 
pumping  stations  at  Van  Siekler'sand  Pomeroy'a  mills,  and  by  extending 
the  main  sew  era  to  a  pumping  station  located  not  fur  from  the  confluenco 
ef  the  east  and  west  brunches  of  the  river.  These  changes  overcome  the 
objections  made  to  the  former  plan  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view. 

In  regard  to  the  sizes  of  the  main  seners  on  the  tno  sides  of  the  dis- 
trict, the  suggestions  of  the  Board  in  its  reply  to  you  bare  not  been 
followed,  the  revised  plan  showing  sewers  that  have  many  times  th« 
capacity  of  those  suggested  by  the  Board.  As  this  differenee  in  size  fs 
one  which  aflecis  to  a  very  large  extent  the  cost  of  the  system  of  sewers, 
the  consulting  and  chief  engineer  of  the  Board  was  requested  to  recon- 
sider this  feature ;  and  they  ai-e  of  opinion  that  sewers  of  the  sizes 
Biiggesled  by  the  Board  will  be  able  to  convey  all  of  the  bouse  sewage, 
Buch  portion  of  the  manufacturing  waste  as  cannot  be  safely  turned  into 
the  river,  and  go  much  of  the  ground  water  as  cannot  be  kept  out  of  tb« 
■ewers  by  piuper  design  and  construction.  In  reaching  tbis  opinioo, 
they  have  given  due  consideration  to  the  probable  future  population  of 
the  town,  and  have  kept  in  mind  the  fact  that  the  plan  provides  for  the 
pumping  and  purifieatloa  of  the  sewage.  In  view  of  these  opinions, 
the  Board  is  unable  to  advise  the  adoption  of  the  revised  plan  submitted 
Jan.  27,  1890. 

Kstimates  of  the  cost  of  the  sewers  shown  on  the  revised  plan,  and  of 
those  shown  on  the  former  plan,  have  been  presented  by  your  engineer. 
The  relative  costs  of  the  sewers  shown  on  these  two  plans  are  very 
different  from  what  they  would  be  if  the  main  sewers  had  been  designed 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Board.  To  obtain  the  relative 
cost  of  the  two  schemes  of  sewerage,  it  is  also  necessary  to  include  the 
cost  of  pum])ing  stations,  storage  tanks,  force  mains,  probable  ledge 
work  and  land  damages,  the  cost  of  preparing  liltration  areas,  and  the 
yearly  cost  of  maintaining  the  works,  all  of  which  differ  malerially 
in  the  two  plans.  In  view  of  these  omissions,  and  the  unsatisfactory 
bases  for  estimating  the  cost  of  the  mi^o  sewers,  the  estimates  submitted 
do  not  add  to  the  information  in  possession  of  the  Board  regai'ding  the 
reUUve  cost*  of  the  two  methods  of  disposing  of  the  sewage;  and  it 
therefore  has  no  reason  to  modify  its  opinion  regarding  relative  costs, 
as  expressed  iuits  reply  to  you  dated  Dec.  IS,  1889. 

At  a  conference  between  llio  engineers  ot  the  Board  and  your  engineer, 
reference  was  made  to  the  first  plan  presented  by  you,  upon  which  this 
Board  reported  on  Dec.  13,  m89;  and  your  engineer  stated  that  the 
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high-level  sewer,  as  therein  designed,  wouIU  pi'ovide  for  betweeu  two- 
IhinU  and  three-fourths  of  the  house  sewage,  irtelnding  the  ,ju],  that 
now  finds  its  way  into  the  river  within  the  limits  of  the  Are  district,  and 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  to  recommend  the  building  of  low-level 
sewera  at  the  present  time ;  but,  if  any  portion  of  the  laterals  of  the 
low-level  syst«m  are  put  in,  they  would  deboueh  into  the  river  at  some 
point  most  convenient  to  themselves,  or  conneot  with  sewers  now  exist- 
ing; and  it  is  not  espeeted  to  furnish  pumps  or  force  mains  *,t  the 
present  time,  nor  nnlil  the  growth  of  the  district  served  by  tlie  low-level 
sewers  should  produce  a  volume  of  sewage  as  great  as  is  now  discharged 
into  ihe  river.  Should  this  rocommenilation  be  adopted,  the  Board 
would  advise  that  domestic  sewage  and  objectionable  manufacturing 
wastes  should  not  he  turned  into  the  river  above  the  lowest  of  the  mill 
datns  in  Pitts  field. 

A  modified  plan  was  presented  to  the  Board  May  i>, 
1890,  to  which  the  following  reply  was  made  :  — 

Boston,  May  !2,  1800. 
The  objections  made  by  the  Board,  in  reply  to  the  uommittee  on  sew- 
erage of  the  Pittsfield  fire  district,  dated  April  1.  1S90,  to  the  plan  then 
under  consideration,  related  to  the  sizes  of  tlie  main  sewers.  These 
©Injections  have  been  removed  in  the  plan  now  before  ns,  and  the  Board 
advises  that  the  main  features  of  the  plan  of  sewers,  as  now  presented, 
form  a  satisfactory  part  of  a  system  of  sewage  disposal  for  the  town 
of  Pittsflcld 

Gloucester.  The  mayor  of  Gloucester  presented  to  the 
Board  a  plan  of  sewage  disposal,  involving  the  discharge  of 
the  sewage  of  the  city  into  the  seii  by  several  outlets,  and 
requested  the  advice  of  the  Board  thereon.  To  this  applica- 
tion the  Boar^  replied  as  follows  :  — 

BoBTos.  Mftrcb  26,  1890. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  the  plan  for  the  sewerage 
of  Gloucester,  presented  by  you  on  Jan.  28,  1890,  and  ha«  had  the 
locality  examined  by  its  chief  engineer. 

The  problem  presented  is  a.  difficult  one  to  solve,  and  tlie  plan  pre 
Rented,  though  not  without  objectionable  features,  overcomes  the  main 
difficulties  in  such  a  way  that  the  Board  is  unable  to  advise  a  better 
general  way  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  of  the  parts  of  the  city  inclnded 
in  the  plan. 

The  main  outlet  is  to  be  carried  to  u  little  beyond  ]ow-wat«r  mark. 
This  will  require  works  of  a  very  substantial  character;  but  the  dis- 
chargB  of  sewage  at  any  point  short  of  this  should  be  strong  ground  for 
objectioD  by  the  property  holders  in  that  locatily. 

The  outlet  sewer  from  District  No.  2  should  be  carried  as  far  beyond 
low-water  mark  as  practicable.    The  outlet  from  District  No.  3 
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a  satiafattorj  [ilare,  Your  en^noer  stated  llmt  this  oulkt  miglu.  be 
extendtnl  along  Ihe  northerly  shore  of  Wonson'a  Cove  to  a  pciinl  of 
land  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  coTe-  This  modified  location  wdiild  be 
permissible,  but  it  would  be  more  satisfaetorj'  to  cany  thy  outlet  to 
low-water  mark,  if  it  can  be  done. 


Westborough.  The  coroinittee  on  sewefuge  of  the  town 
of  Westborough  presented  to  the  Board,  on  Feb.  3,  1890,  a 
plan  of  sewage  disposal  providing  for  filtiiition  of  the  sew- 
age in  land  near  the  Assabet  Rivev.  and  requested  the  advice 
of  the  Board  thereon.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 


The  Stat#  Board  of  Ileallh  has  considered  the  plan  presented  by  yon 
for  the  disposnl  of  the  sewage  of  the  main  tillage  of  Westborough  by 
filtraiioD  upon  laud  near  the  Assabet  Kiver,  and  has  caused  exnmliia- 
tiona  to  be  made,  by  its  engineer,  of  this  and  alternative  mctbods  for 
the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  town.  From  hit<  repoil.  the  Board 
concludes  that  the  plan  presented,  which  is  substantially  the  same  a.s 
that  proposed  liy  the  Mnssiicliuselts  Drainage  t'ommission,  is  the  best 
one  for  adoption. 


Revere.  In  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to 
the  Ijcgisiflture  for  the  year  1889  {Senate  Document  No.  4, 
1890,  page  54),  it  was  stated  that  the  town  of  Revere, 
through  ita  sewerage  committee,  had  submitted  to  the  Board 
a  plan  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal.  The  npplicatioD 
was  received  near  the  close  of  the  legislative  session  of  1889, 
and  the  subsequent  adverse  action  of  the  town  rendered  the 
proposed  action  of  the  State  Board  unnecessafy. 


On  Feb.  14,  1890,  another  application  was  presented  to  the 
Board  for  its  advice,  signed  by  n  committee  consisting  of 
eighteen  citizens  of  Revere.  This  application  was  accom- 
panied with  the  plan,  which  had  been  presented  in  May  of 
the  previous  year.  To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as 
follows ;  — 

Boston,  Feb.  18, 1890. 
Your  applicaiion  for  advice  under  chaptei'  375  of  ttie  Aeis  of  1888 
was  received  on  Feb.  17,  1H90.  ll  slale.s  that  you  have  petitioned  the 
Legislature  for  uo  act  enabling  the  town  to  construct  un<l  maintain 
a  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  and  to  raise  money  there- 
fcr;  md  that,  although  you  have  not  decided  upon  any  system  of  sew- 
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trage.  jour  application  is  «feonipaDied  bj  a  report  of  the  sewerage 
CDinmitlee  of  the  town,  made  in  May,  IdSit,  with  a  plan  of  one  mRthod 
«f  dispos'iDg'  of  thi!  sewage.  Tbia  report  was  received  by  the  Board  at 
tlie  time  of  its  publication,  and  received  some  consideration ;  but  subse- 
ijuent  action  of  the  town  rendered  further  (examination  then  nnne«- 
essary.  In  the  short  time. in  whkh  yoci  desire  a  response  to  present  to 
the  present  Legislature,  it  will  be  impracticable  for  this  Board  to  make 
the  necessarj  investigalioDS  to  advise  as  to  the  best  practicable  method 
of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  Bevere, 

The  Board,  in  making  report  to  the  Legislature  upon  the  sewerage  of 
the  Mjstic  and  Charles  River  Valleys,  considered  the  subject  Ruffi' 
cientlj  to  see  that  an  outlet  sewer  for  the  sewage  of  Revere  could  be 
built  to  the  general  Metropolitan  sewerage  system  by  an  additional 
expenditure  of  186.000  (Senate  no<.Himent  No,  2,  January,  1889,  pnge  33)  ; 
l)Ut,  as  the  town  was  not  in  the  Mystic  Valley,  its  case  was  not  suffi- 
ciently investigated  to  warrant  an  opinion  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
fur  its  Interests  to  join  tlie  general  system,  or  not.  This  will  depend 
upon  the  future  growth  of  Revere,  and  upon  whether  currents  can  be 
found  that  will  carry  the  sewage  out  to  sea  without  injury  to  tiie 
beaches.  It  is  pi-obablc  that  n  location  for  the  outlet  can  be  found  that 
will  allow  of  the  discharge  of  the  present  small  quantity  of  sewage  at 
certain  times  of  the  tide,  with  no  injury  to  the  beaches. 

Shoald  the  quantity  of  sewage  increase  by  tlie  growth  of  the  town  to 
such  an  ext«nt  that  its  discharge  becomes  objectionable,  it  may  become 
advisable  to  then  pump  it  over  into  the  Metropolitan  outlet  sewer.  In 
designing  the  works,  the  Board  would  advise  you  lo  have  this  altema- 
Ijre  in  view,  in  order  that  as  little  change  as  practicable  may  be  neces- 
sary to  make  this  disposal,  if  it  should  ever  become  necessary. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  Revera,  with  its  publiu  water  supply, 
should  shortly  be  provided  with  a  system  of  sewerage ;  and.  with  the 
proper  precautions  in  selecting  an  outlet  and  with  the  above  altei'native 
made  obligatory,  if  it  ever  becomes  necessary,  the  Board  sees  no  reason 
why  the  interests  of  all  parlies  may  not  be  advanced  by  legisl.'itive 
authority. 


Lexington.  The  committee  on  sewemge  of  the  town  of 
LexiagtOD  submitted  to  the  Bonrd  an  iippHcalioQ  for  its 
advice  (April  18,  1890),  upon  &  plan  of  sewerage  and  sew- 
age disposal  for  the  town,  tiie  essential  features  of  which 
involved  the  discharge  of  sewage  "into  two  brooks  ;  one  flow- 
ing around  the  west  side  of  the  Arlington  re-servoir,  thence 
passing  through  the  east  side  of  Arlington,  to  receive  the 
sewage  of  East  Lexington,  until  such  time  when,  hy  way  of 
the  Arlington  sewers,  it  shall  pass  into  the  Metropolitan 
system  of  sewerage  ;  the  rest  of  the  sewage  coining  from  the 
main  part  of  Lexington,  to  be  discharged  into  Vine  Brook, 


below  or  near  Hnyes'  farm."     To  this  npplicatioa  the  Board 
replied  as  follows  :  — 

BosTOH,  May  B,  ISOO. 

Id  reapoDse  to  your  application  of  April  18,  180(1,  for  advice  as  to  the 
most  feasible  and  economical  mode  of  didpoaing  of  the  sewagu  of  the 
town  of  Lexington,  the  State  Board  of  Health  has  bad  such  general 
examinations  made  as  to  enable  advice  to  be  given  upon  preliminarj 
points  and  tii  puiuC  out  a.  way  for  further  examination  by  the  town. 

The  Board  would  not  adviae  the  discharge  of  the  crude  sewage  of 
Lexington  Centre  into  Tine  Brooli,  nor  that  of  East  Lexington  into 
Sickle  Brooli. 

The  best  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  Lexington  Clentre  ia 
U>  construct  sewers,  from  which  elorm  water  is  excluded,  to  convey  the 
sewage  down  the  valley  of  Vine  Brook  to  such  a  distance  that  the 
sewage  tan  be  discharged  by  gravity  ujion  a  suffluient  area  of  porous 
land,  and  there  be  iilti>red  before  entering  the  brook.  Probably  five 
acres  would  answer  at  present,  but  t«n  acres  would  be  desired  for  futui'e 
use.  The  trotting  park  area  could  be  made  to  serve  the  purpose  bj 
deep  drainage ;  but  the  town  had  better  have  other  areas  examined,  to 
see  if  one  cannot  be  found  capable  of  being  prepared  at  less  expense. 

For  East  Lexingt^jn  it  is  probable  that  the  best  method  in  the  future 
will  bo  to  connect  with  the  Metropolitan  system.  If  this  will  delay  the 
COHStrucliou  of  a  sewunige  aystera  too  long,  the  town  should  endeavor  to 
find  some  auititble  land  in  the  valley  of  Sickle  Brook  upon  which  to 
filter  the  sewage ;  failing  in  this,  a  temporary  method  of  clai'iiicntion  by 
chemical  precipitation  should  be  coniidered. 

Whitman.  The  ^lectuien  of  Whitman  submitted  to  the 
Boiird  un  application  for  its  advice  (April  26,  1890),  rela- 
tive to  a  plan  of  seweruge  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  cea- 
tral  portion  of  the  town,  in  which  it  was  proposed  "to 
adopt  a  combined  system  of  sewers  .  .  .  to  be  turned 
directly  into  the  stream  i>elow  the  factory  of  Dunbar,  Hobart 
&  Co. ;  and,  should  this  in  time  create  a  nuisance,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  utilize  a  tract  of  land  north  of  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad."  To  this  application  the  Board  made  the  follow- 
ing reply :  — 

DoflTON,  May  7, 1890. 
Neither  the  whole  of  the  sewage  et  VVhitman,  nor  such  a  part  of  it  as 
could  be  turned  into  the  sewers  shown  on  the  plan  submitted,  could  ba 
discharged  directly  into  the  stream  below  the  factory  of  Uunbar,  Hobart 
&  Co ,  without  making  the  stream  offensive  at  times  of  low  flow  ;  and  it 
ia  not,  therefore,  advisable  to  ailopt  this  method  of  disposal.  The  filtra- 
tion araa  shown  upon  the  plan  submitted  ia  not  composed  of  sulliciently 
pervious  material,  or  high  cuougli  above  the  water  in  the  brook  to  dis- 
pose of  the  sewage  in  a  Mtiafactary  manner. 
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Tlie  Board  would  advise  the  town  to  make  furChor  examiiifttions.  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  a  more  suitable  area  foi'  tlie  filtratioo  of  the 
sewage  of  the  (own ;  and  to  have  a  system  of  sewers  designed  in  which 
the  sewage  is  kept  separate  from  the  slomi  water.  The  sewage  should 
be  coDvejed  in  small  pipes  to  tbe  Hltralion  area  and  the  storm  water  in 
larger  draias  to  the  lirook.  It  will  generally  be  advisable  to  place  the 
storm-water  di-ains  lower  than  the  sewage  pipes,  so  that  the  ground 
water  will  be  intercepted  by  the  former,  anil  tliiia  keep  the  volume  of 
sewage  to  be  purified  as  small  as  possible. 

QuiscY.  The  committee  on  sewers  and  draina  of  the  city 
of  Quincy  (May  9,  1890)  requested  a  conference  with  the 
Board,  relative  to  the  sewage  disposal  of  the  city.  A  hear- 
ing was  held  June  3,  18SI0,  at  which  it  appeared  that  the 
Nut  Island  location,  as  a  place  for  the  sewage  discharge  of 
the  city,  was  satisfactory  to  the  city  authorities.  No  further 
reply  by  tbe  Board  was  deemed  necessary. 

Orange.  A  committee  of  the  town  of  Erving.  and  also 
the  inhabitants  of  other  towns  situated  upon  Miller's  River 
below  the  town  of  Orange,  requested  that  the  Board  would 
give  a  ■■  full  investigation  "  to  the  question  of  the  proposed 
discharge  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Orange  into  Miller's 
River.  A  hearing  was  held  at  the  office  of  the  Board,  July 
1,  1890.  at  which  the  towns  of  Orange,  Erviqg  and  Wendell, 
as  well  as  certain  manufacturing  corporations  upon  Miller's 
River,  were  fully  represented.  On  August  5,  the  Board 
sent  the  following  reply  to  the  authorities  of  the  towns  in 
whose  interest  the  hearing  was  held  :  — 

Boston,  Aur.  5,  1890. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  given  a  hearing  Ui  the  inhabitAnts  of 
Erving  and  others,  living  upon  the  borders  of  Miller's  River  below 
Omngc,  in  regard  to  the  projiosed  discharge  of  the  crude  sewage  of 
Onnge  into  the  river.  The  Board  has  also  had  examinations  made  of 
the  river,  to  determine  the  quantity  of  water  that  is  likely  to  flow 
therein  in  dry  weather,  and  the  probable  effect  upon  the  health  of  the 
communities  if  it  is  allowed  to  receive  sewage, 

The  amount  of  sewage  that  can,  with  the  present  population  of 
Orange,  be  turned  into  the  river,  would  under  ordinary  ciri'iim stances 
be  >o  small  in  amount  compared  with  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  in 
the  river  in  Bummer  that  it  could  have  no  eflect  on  the  health  o(  people 
living  on  the  borders  of  the  river.  The  eitccptional  condition  that 
would  in  this  case  render  harm  probable  is  the  custom,  maintained  at 
some  of  the  mills  below  Orange,  of  drawing  the  water  at  night  l>elow 
tbe  lop  of  their  dntu«,  and  thus  exposing  Sat  areas  that  are  covered 
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with  water  diiring  the  da}-,  Thia  practice  will  reudei-  a  less  degree  of 
poUutioa  objectionable  on  tbia  siream  than  would  ntherwise  be  allow- 
able. But,  as  the  pollution  of  this  stream  after  the  i^ewagR  of  Orange 
enters  it  will  not,  for  n  number  of  years,  be  as  great  for  eaub  gallon  of 
water  that  flows  in  tlie  snmraer  as  the  pollution  of  some  streams  iwed 
for  drinking,  the  Statu  Boanl  of  Ilejtlth  has  not  thought  it  necessary  lo 
advise  the  town  of  Orange  lo  purify  its  sewage  at  present,  in  order  to 
protect  the  health  of  tlie  people  living  near  the  river;  but  it  haa 
advised  the  town  to  so  construct  its  system  of  sewerage  that  it  (.'an, 
with  the  least  cost,  introduee  a  method  of  jiurilicntioQ  whenever  the 
degree  of  pollution  from  all  causes  may  threaten  the  pnblie  health. 

WiNTHKoF.  The  Board  of  Health  of  Winthrop  applied 
to  the  Board  (May  23,  18ilO)  for  its  advice  relative  to  the 
removal  of  certaia  deposits  of  offensive  matter  upon  the  Hats 
in  the  cove  between  the  main  portion  of  the  town  Jind  Point 
Shirley.    To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Boston,  July  1,  IH90. 

The  .Statu  Board  of  Health  has,  in  respuni^e  lo  your  application  of  May 
23,  had  e-iaminations  made  of  certain  deposits  of  offensive  matter  in  the 
cove  between  the  old  portion  of  the  town  and  Point  Shirley.  These 
deposits  are  found  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  and  inside  of  the  trestle  built 
two  years  ago  by  the  Boston,  Winthrop  &  Shor»>  Railroad,  the  worst 
portion  being  near  the  westerly  end  of  the  trestle.  The  deposits  are 
about  eight  inches  deep,  and  extend  over  about  two  acres.  They  are 
masses  of  soft,  verj  dark-green,  offensive  matter,  covered  in  places  with 
a  light-colored  deposit  of  snlphnr.  About  one-eighth  of  the  mass 
appeal's  to  be  organic  matter,  a  part  of  which  is  growing  and  a  part 
decaying.  The  latter,  reducing  the  sulphates  from  the  sea  water,  pre-_ 
duces  the  offensive  odor  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 

The  Bonrd  haii  not  yet  been  able  to  tnice  the  source  of  this  orgauSo 
matter,  and  is  unable  to  recommend  any  means  of  overcoming  ita  offen- 
siveness  while  it  remains.  The  Board  therefore  advises  you  to  treat  It 
as  any  other  mass  of  ai'cnmulated  filth, — that  is,  to  gather  it  up,  and 
take  it  out  to  sea. 

Winthrop.  The  selectmen  of  Winthrop  applied  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health  for  its  advice  and  recommendation 
with  reference  to  a  proposed  addition  to  its  sewerage  sys- 
tem, consisting  of  a  branch  sewer  connecting  with  the  main 
eewer  near  Cross  Street  in  Winthrop.  To  this  application 
the  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

BosTos,  June  9,  I8D0. 
In  reply  to  your  application  of  June  2,  1890,  relative  to  a  proposed 
sewer  in  tJie  town  nt  Winthrop,  Intended  to  be  located  between  Summit 
Avenue  unci   locust  Street,  and  to    connect  with  the  present  3ewer> 
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age  aj'sleni  nl  a  jmint  in  Loimst  Street  near  Cross  Street  (as  shown 
in  accoinpan3-iiig  plan),  I  hid  authuriEcd  tii  state  that  the  aforesaid 
addilion  to  the  present  s,vst«ui  ia  approved  bj  tbis  Board. 

Fkamingflam.  In  the  course  of  coiistnictiop  of  the  sys- 
tem of  sewtragB  for  the  town  of  Framingham,  an  underdraio 
had  !>een  Jmilt,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  "  lower  the  water- 
table  of  the  area  reached  by  said  underdrain,  and  to  decrease 
the  amount  of  water  in  the  sewape  to  be  pumped."  The 
city  of  Boston  demanded  that  the  underdrain  should  be 
closed,  and  the  discharge  from  it  stopped;  alleging  that  it 
was  a  menace  to  the  city,  since  the  discharge  from  the  under- 
drain was  within  the  watershed  of  Lake  Cochituate,  one  of 
the  water  supplies  of  Boston.  The  selectmen  of  Framing- 
ham  therefore  applied  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  (May  26, 
1890)  for  their  advice  upon  the  question  "  whethev,  consid- 
ering all  the  circumstances,  and  the  quality  of  the  water 
running  from  said  underdrain,  the  discharge  from  said  under- 
drain should  be  stopped  by  the  town."  The  Board  replied 
to  the  authorities  of  Framingham  as  follows :  — 

Bt)iiTO!(,  Sepl.  2,  1SB0. 

The  State  Board  of  Ilealtli  lia-i  had  in  t-areful  consideration  your 
applicatioD  for  advice  of  Way  6,  1890,  concerning  the  discontinuance  of 
an  underdrain  which  whs  built  lieneath  the  main  sewer,  which  under- 
drain discharges  into  Lake  Cuchiluate,  a  source  ot  Boston's  water  sup- 
ply. Upon  examination  of  the  approval  by  this  Board,  dated  May  13, 
1888,  to  which  you  refer,  you  will  see  it  was  limited  to  the  proposed 
system  of  sewu^  disposiil  and  the  location  of  the  field,  and  did  not 
include  this  iinderdraiu  for  the  lowering  of  the  ground  water  of  the 
Tillage.  There  is,  however,  no  question  in  the  minds  of  the  Board  that 
the  lowering  of  the  ground  water  through  the  village  is  n  result  very 
desirable  to  be  attained. 

That  the  character  of  the  ground  water  might  be  known  before  any 
sewage  was  turned  into  the  sewer,  this  Board  had  a  sample  of  the  water 
coming  from  the  drain,  on  Oct.  22,  18S9,  analysed ;  and  in  every  month 
since  January,  1890,  one  or  more  similar  samples  have  been  analyzed, 
with  the  general  result  that  the  water  coming  from  tbe  drain  is  no 
worse  since  sewage  was  put  into  the  sewer  than  previously,  showing 
that  sewage  does  not,  np  to  the  present  time,  leak  directly  from  the 
sewer  into  the  drain.  The  water  coming  out  of  the  drain  contains 
about  half  ns  much  chlorine  as  ordinary  sewage,  and  five  per  cent,  as 
miich  free  ammonia  and  one  per  cent,  as  much  albuminoid  s 
Its  nitrates  and  nitrites  are  high.  These  all  indicate  that  the  soi 
this  water  is  sew  age-polluted  ground,  and  probably  drainage  fvoi 
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pools,  Aa  the  hcwh^  (if  the  town  is  luoro  generally  turned  into  the 
sewera,  and  eeaspoolH  are  cleatied  out  and  abandoned,  it  is  probable 
that  the  water  of  the  uiiderdraiu  will  improve  in  (|udity  from  year  to 
year,  if  there  occurs  no  leakage  from  the  stiwer  to  the  midenlrain. 

To  determine  the  clmnges  that  take  place  in  the  water  of  the  drain 
before  it  reauhes  (he  conduit  of  the  Boston  water  works,  Bamples  of 
water  were,  on  Aug,  8,  1890,  L'ollected  from  six  points,  as  follows ;  — 

No.  1.    From  imderdrain  outlet. 

No.  2.    From  Bearer  Dam  Brook,  above  llie  outlet  of  tlie  drain. 

No.  3.  From  the  brook  three  hundred  feet  below  tile  outlet.  Here 
the  quality  of  the  wat^r  was  what  would  he  expeeted  from  u  raixtnre 
of  No.  1  and  No,  2  in  their  respective  quantities. 

No.  4.  From  Mill  Street  crossing,  a  mile  below  the  outlet.  Here  the 
oitrnlcs  and  chlorine  showed  no  change  from  No.  :i,  except  »  ten  per 
cent,  dilution;  but  the  free  amonia  had  been  reduced  bv  plant  growth 
from  0.0231)  parte  per  100,000  to  0.0016  parts,  and  albuminoid  ammonia 
bad  increased  from  0.0102  parte  to  0.0152  parts. 

No.  5.  From  one-third  of  a  mile  below  Mill  Street,  at  the  crossing  of 
the  Albany  Kailitiad.  This  distance  is  through  a  broad,  sluggish  section 
of  the  stream,  in  which  are  many  water  plants.  Here  tlie  chlorine  is 
tbree-quartcrs  tliat  of  No,  4,  but  the  nitmtea  have  been  taken  up  by  the 
vegetable  growth,  and  redttced  from  0.2000  parts  to  0  0200  parts.  The 
free  ammonia  has  been  slightly  inci'uased  from  0.0016  parts  to  O.00S4 
parts,  but  the  albuminoid  ammonia  has  inureased  from  0  0152  parts  to 
0.0752  parts. 

The  eixlli  sample,  taken  tour  hundred  feet  below,  did  not  differ 
materially  from  the  fifth. 

In  flowing  from  the  outlet  of  the  drain  to  the  lake,  there  is  an  entire 
change  iu  the  chemical  (constituents  of  the  impurities  of  the  water;  the 
nitrates  and  free  ammonia  are  appropriated  by  the  organisms,  which  in 
turn  produce  albuminoid  ammonia,  xo  that  we  can  well  say  that  little  if 
«ny  of  the  organic  matter  discharged  by  the  drain  reaches  the  lake;  but 
the  organic  and  mineral  matter  from  the  drain  sei-ves  as  food  for  a  new 
class  of  organi3mB,Homeof  which  are  objectionable.  The  only  organ  ism 
found  by  the  microscope  in  the  water  discharged  by  the  drain  is  Ote- 
nothrix,  This  all  disappears,  perhaps  in  part  by  settling  to  the  bottom, 
before  reaching  the  hike ;  but  nt  Station  5  we  find,  in  100  cubic  centi- 
metors  of  the  water,  46,000  Analiaena,  179,000  Synedra;  266,000 
Zoospores,  many  other  organisms  in  amaller  numbers,  and  an  abund- 
ance of  microscopic  animal  life.  It  is  pi-obable  that  these  organisuu 
are  increased  in  quantity,  near  the  outlet  of  this  brook,  by  recwviag 
food  from  the  underdrain ;  and,  as  some  uf  these  organisms  are  of  the 
kinds  that  cause  unpleasant  taste  and  odor  in  Boston's  water,  their 
growth  is  objectionable. 

The  more  intimate  and  direct  connection  made  by  the  undordrun 
between  cesspoob  and  sewage-soaked  ground  in  Framingham  and  L^e 
Cochituate  would  jirobably  increase  the  risk  of  disease-producing 
bacteria  being  conveyed  to  Boston's  water.  Knough  is  not  known  upnn 
this  subject  lo  enable  a  sure  conclusion  to  lie  made;  but.  if  disease 
genns  would  survive  the  passsge  by  Ihig  more  direct  route,  when  they 
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would  not  survive  the  much  longer  course  of  soaking  through  the 
f^ond  to  the  nearest  brook,  tJie  results  may  be  of  so  much  consequence 
that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  conclude,  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge, 
that  such  communication  as  the  underdrain  gives  is  not  a  menace  to  the 
healthfulness  of  Boston's  wat«r,  which  that  city  should  guanl  ngttinst. 
The  number  of  bacteria  at  [tresent  found  in  the  water  from  the  drain  is 
Buialler  than  the  number  found  in  the  brook  above  its  enti'ance,  and  the 
kinds  fuund  at  the  outlet  appear  to  survive  through  the  passage  to  the 
lake.  Tba  drain  inereases  the  risk  to  the  city  of  Boston  in  another  con- 
tingency ;  viz.,  that  of  a  leak  occurring  in  the  sewer,  or  in  some  of  the 
connections  that  may  be  made  with  it,  by  which  sewage  may  be  eon-  « 
reyed  quite  directly  to  the  underdrain.  The  chemical  analyses  indicate 
that  this  has  not  yet  occurred,  but  its  occurrence  in  the  future  is  not 
improbable.  A  continued  series  of  analyses  and  prompt  repair  of 
leakage  when  discovered  might  guard  against  injurious  results;  but 
the  risk  to  the  city  of  Boston  is  undoubtedly  inci'eased  by  the  drain. 

Reviewing  all  of  the  conditions,  the  State  Board  of  Health  concludes 
that  the  underdrain  is  of  advantage  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
Framingham ;  that  it  increases  to  some  extent  the  risks  of  pollution  to 
the  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Boston  ;  that,  if  the  water  flowing  in  the 
underdrain  were  conveyed  out  of  the  drainage  area,  the  water  supply  of 
Boston  would  be  better  than  if  the  underdrain  did  not  exist ;  and  advises 
that  the  town  of  Framingham  and  the  city  of  Boston  make  an  equitable 
arrangement,  by  which  this  water  may  be  pumped  to  the  filtering  area 
of  the  town  of  Framingham,  The  Board  would  also  advise  that,  in 
arranging  for  pumping,  connection  should  be  made  with  the  part  of  the 
drain  which  is  at  the  lowest  level,  to  guard  against  its  filling  up  with 
sand,  which  the  Board  is  informed  is  now  accumulating  therein. 

Athol.  In  the  report  of  the  Board  for  18S7  (Senate 
Document  4,  January,  1888),  it  appears  that  the  sewerage 
committee  of  Athof  applied  to  the  Board  for  its  advice  relative 
to  a  proposed  plan  of  sewerage,  involving  discharge  of  the 
sewage  into  Jliller's  River,  to  which  the  Board  replied  that 
the  town  was  prohibited  from  such  disposal  liy  the  Public 
Statutes  (chapter  80,  section  96).  At  the  same  time  the 
town  was  advised  to  have  examinations  made,  with  reference 
to  disposal  of  the  sewage  by  filtration. 

In  August,  1890,  the  selectmen  of  Athol  applied  to  the 
Board  for  advice  upon  the  same  question,  the  claim  being 
urged  that  the  prohibition  imposed  by  the  statutes  did  not 
apply  to  Athol.  To  this  application  the  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

BosTOH,  Dec.  3,  1890. 

The  question  which  the  Stale  Board  has  been  asked  lo  consider 
especially  is  the  right  of  the  town  to  discharge  its  sewage  into  Miller's 
River,  as  proposed.    The  Board  can  see  no  new  reasons  advanced  or 
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change  of  conditions  from  those  considered  in  the  year  1887,  when  the 
town  of  Athol  then  submitted  plans  for  a  sewerage  system.  At  that 
time  the  Board  replied  that  **  so  long  as  the  river  is  used  as  a  supply  for 
drinking-water  at  Orange,  Athol  is,  by  chapter  80,  section  96,  pro- 
hibited from  discharging  sewage  into  the  river." 

The  question  having  been  raised  whether  the  statute  applies  to  the 
water  supply  of  the  town  of  Orange,  claim  being  made  that  Miller's 
River  is  not  so  used,  the  State  Board  is  of  opinion  that,  under  the  existing 
state  of  affairs, —  the  river  being  used  as  a  source  of  supply  for  a  part 
of  the  town  whenever  absolutely  required,  although  infrequently,  and 
only  as  a  last  resort,  —  the  statute  restrains  the  town  of  Athol  from  the 
use  of  this  river  for  the  discharge  of  its  sewage. 
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EXAMINAITON  OF   WATER   SUPPLIES,  AND 

PDEIFICATION  OF  SEWAGE  AND  OF 

WATER  BY  FILTRATION. 


The  complete  report  of  the  Board  iipoD  ita  investigationa 
of  the  water  supplies  of  the  State  in  1887,  1888  and  lo89, 
and  upon  the  work  at  the  experiment  station  of  the  Board 
at  Lawrence  for  the  same  period  are  just  being  iBBued  from 
the  press  under  the  authority  of  chap.  80  of  the  Resolves 
of  1889.  A  summary  of  the  work  in  these  departments  for 
the  paat  year  is  now  presented. 


Examination  of  Water  Supplies. 

In  pursuance  of  the  policy  of  the  Board  to  gain  a  thorough 
and  intimate  knowledge  uf  the  natural  waters  of  the  State, 
the  regular  monthly  chemical  nnd  biological  examinations  of 
the  water  supplies  have  been  continued  during  the  pH,st  year. 
Some  of  the  supplies  which  had  been  continuously  examined 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  concerning  which  it  was  thought 
that  sufficient  intbrmation  had  been  obtained,  have  been 
dropped  from  the  list  of  the  wators  examined;  but  the 
examination  of  the  supplies  of  all  the  larger  cities  has  been 
continued,  as  well  as  many  others  which  it  was  thought 
deftiruble  to  study  for  a  longer  period. 

The  chemical  and  biological  data  collected  during  the  past 
year  realize  the  expectation  of  the  Board  with  regard  to  the 
great  value  of  long-continued  examinations  of  the  natural 
waters  of  the  State,  and  servo  to  emphasize  the  statements 
which  the  Board  has  made  in  previous  reports,  that  not  only 
are  examinatious  of  waters  covering  only  a  short  period 
insufficient  to  reveal  the  real  character  of  the  water,  but  that 
they  may  be  actually  misleading. 
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The  bearing  of  these  examinations  on  the  quality  of  waters 
is  two-fold  :  6rst,  the  evidence  which  they  alibrd  of  pollution 
when  the  waters  huve  been  contaminated  by  household 
wastes ;  and  second,  ou  the  occurrence  in  surface  waters  of 
anploaeant  tastes  and  odors. 

With  regard  to  pollution,  we  have  the  moat  conclusive 
evidence  in  the  amount  of  chlorine  in  the  water.  Mention 
was  made  in  a  previous  report  of  the  determinations  of  "  nor- 
mal chlorine"  in  the  unpolluted  waters  of  the  ^tiite.  Much 
attention  has  been  devoted  to  this  subject,  and  the  map  of 
normal  chlorine  (published  in  the  complete  report  on  Water 
Supply  and  Sewerage),  which  has  been  prepared  with  great 
care,  shows  by  the  isochlors,  or  lines  of  like  chlorine  contents, 
the  amount  of  chlorine  which  may  be  expected  in  the  natural 
unpolluted  waters  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  except  very  near 
the  sea.  When  the  amount  of  chlorine  found  in  a  water  is 
more  than  this  normal,  it  is  (with  some  limitations  which 
are  fully  explained  in  the  complete  report)  to  be  taken  as  an 
evidence  that  the  water  has  at  some  time  been  polluted  by 
sewage  or  household  wastes. 

It  is  believed  that  this  is  the  first  time  that  this  valuable 
conception  of  "normal  chlorine"  has  ever  been  made  of 
practical  use  in  sanitary  water  analysis.  The  labor  involved 
in  this  work  has  been  very  great,  but  the  results  fully  justify 
the  time  devoted  to  it.  It  is  still  desirable  to  do  much  more 
work  in  this  line,  to  cover  more  completely  all  portions  of 
the  State ;  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  there  is  no  territory  in 
the  country  as  large  as  Massachusetts  in  which  data  of  this 
kind  are  as  numerous  and  comprehensive. 

The  normal  chlorine  lies  now  at  the  basis  of  our  classifica- 
tion of  waters,  as  regards  pollution,  and  ia  a  mo»t  important 
aid  in  forming  an  intelligent  judgment  as  to  the  quality  of  a 
water  from  a  chemical  analysis. 

In  the  matter  of  pollution  by  sewage,  we  have  also  added 
much  to  our  knowledge  in  respect  to  the  distinction  to  be 
made  between  recent  and  remote  contamination,  and  of  the 
nature  of  the  processes  of  purification  which  polluted  waters 
undergo  when  exposed  to  light  and  air  in  streams  or  ponds 
and  when  percolating  through  porous  soil.  Pollution  by 
sewage  is,  chemically  speaking,  the  addition  of  nitrogen 
compounds  to  the  water,  in  the  forms  of  organic  nitrogen 
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and  amtnoniu.  When  the  water  is  purified  in  purous  ground, 
the  final  result  ie  the  conversion  of  all  the  nitrogen  into  its 
most  highly  oxidized  condition,  that  is  to  say,  into  nitrates ; 
and  the  amount  of  the  nitrogen  in  this  form  is  an  indication 
of  the  amount  that  once  existed  in  the  organic  form.  This 
process  is  one  which  is  being  thoroughly  studied  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sewage  filtration  experiments  of  the  Board  at 
Lawrence.  In  the  purification  of  surface  waters  two  condi- 
tions obtain  ;  namely,  nn  oxidation  of  the  organic  nitrogen 
and  ammonia  to  nitrates,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  nitrates 
and  also  of  the  ammonia  by  living  plants  in  the  water.  The 
purification  of  polluted  waters  by  the  conversion  of  oxidized 
products  of  nitrogen  and  of  ammonia  into  organic  nitrogen 
by  water  plants  has  already  been  alluded  to  in  a  previous 
report  of  the  Board.  Additional  experience  has  served  to 
confirm  our  views  as  to  the  importance  of  this  natural  process 
of  purifying  waters. 

A  good  illustration  of  the  character  and  rapidity  of  this 
process  under  favorable  conditions  ia  found  in  the  following 
series  of  analyses  of  Beaver  Dam  Brook,  into  which  flows  the 
water  of  the  underdrain  of  the  South  Framingham  sewerage 
system.  At  the  time  the  analyses  were  made,  the  water  of 
the  underdrain  was  diluted  by  rather  more  than  its  own 
volume  flowing  in  the  brook. 


Analyses  of  Water  from  Framingham  Utidirdrain  and  fror, 
Dam  Brook  above  and  below,  made  Aug.  8, 1890. 
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Here  we  have  a  striking  inetance  of  the  prompt  conversion 
of  badly  polluted  ground  water,  containing  much  dissolved 
nitrogen  as  nmmonia,  nitrites  and  nitrates,  into  one  in  which 
the  nitrogen  ia  mainly  in  the  form  of  insoluble  green  vege- 
table matter,  whidi  ia,  preaumalily,  in  its  living  condition 
innocuous  to  health.  The  sanitary  significance  of  the  nitro- 
gen  compounds  in  surface  and  ground  waters,  and  the  bear- 
ing which  chemical  and  biological  analyses  have  on  the 
micro-organisms  in  the  water,  will  be  found  fully  discussed 
in  the  complete  report. 

Another  interesting  and  important  investigation  which  baa 
been  carried  on  for  the  last  two  years  is  the  determination  of 
the  composition  of  tbo  water  at  different  depths  in  deep 
ponds  and  reservoirs, 

It  has  been  found  that,  in  ponds  having  a  depth  of  more 
than  twenty  feet,  the  bottom  water  remains  stagnant  for 
about  seven  months  during  the  warmer  part  of  the  year, 
while  the  upper  layers  are  kept  in  circulation  by  the  wind 
and  by  surface  streams  which  feed  the  ponds.  In  some 
ponds  this  bottom  water  to  which  the  air  does  not  have 
access  becomes  very  foul,  containing  much  free  ammonia 
with  an  absence  of  dissolved  oxygen,  and  smelling  of  car- 
buretted  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  The  cause  of  this 
stagnation  ia  the  greater  warmth  of  the  upper  layers  during 
the  summer  ;  and  when  on  the  approach  of  winter  the  surface 
is  cooled,  the  lower  foul  layers  come  gradually  into  circula- 
tion and  cause  a  marked  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the 
water  nearer  the  surface. 

It  is  not  every  deep  pond  in  which  the  bottom  layers 
thus  become  foul,  but  mainly  those  in  which  the  bottoms 
contain  much  decomposing  organic  matter,  or  in  which  the 
vegetable  and  animal  forms  of  life  in  the  pond  are  abuDdant) 
and  decompose  in  the  lower  layers  or  on  the  bottom  to  which 
they  sink  when  they  die. 

This  phenomenon  has  been  carefully  studied  at  Jamaica 
Pond,  where  the  bottom  water  becomes  very  foul  in  summer, 
and  the  results  will  be  found  in  detail  in  the  complete  re[)ort. 
Ae  an  indicati<m.  however,  of  the  great  changes  which  take 
place  in  a  pond  of  this  character,  the  following  condensed 
table  is  presented :  — 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  water  is  nearly  of  uniform 
quality  at  the  surface  and  bottom  on  the  first  two  Hates,  both 
of  which  represent  periods  when  the  water  circulotea  to  the 
bottom.  The  first,  however,  contains  most  of  the  nitrogen 
in  the  form  of  free  ammonia,  while  in  the  second  this  is 
nearly  alisent,  and  the  nitrogen  appears  mainly  in  the  organic 
form  as  albuminoid  ammonia,  and  as  nitrates.  The  last  date 
represents  the  period  of  stagnation  when  much  of  the  nitro- 
gen is  in  the  lower  layers  in  the  form  of  free  ammonia. 

The  necessity  of  having  a  supply  of  water  in  reservoirs 
and  tanks  for  fire  purposes  and  other  emergencies,  and  the 
need  of  still  more  extended  storage  tu  many  cases  to  prevent 
a  deficiency  in  the  supply  during  the  dryer  portions  of  the 
year,  together  with  the  fact  that  to  such  storage  can  be 
traced  most  of  the  bad  tastes  and  odors  which  affect  water 
supplies,  make  the  subject  of  storage  one  uf  especial  concern, 
and  it  will  be  found  treated  at  length  in  the  complete  report. 
A  summary  of  the  results,  however,  will  be  given  here. 

The  storage  of  surface  waters  in  open  distributing  reser- 
voirs does  not  generally  effect  any  important  change  in  the 
water,  but  such  as  does  occur  is  beneficial  rather  than  other- 
wise. 

The  recent  work  emphasizes  the  view  already  given  in 
previous  reports,  that  ground  waters  should  be  stored  in 
reservoirs  from  which  light  is  excluded,  as  they  are  very 
liable,  otherwise,  to  cause  unpleasant  tastes  and  odors  in  the 
wat«r.  During  the  past  year  the  Hyde  Park  Water  Com- 
pany and  the  city  of  Newton,  which  have  heietofore  used 
open  reservoirs,  have  built  covered  ones. 

In  the  case  of  surface  waters  bad  tastes  and  odors  most 
frequently  occur  where  water  ie  stored  in  ponds  or  artificial 
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reservoirs  which  hold  more  thao  a  month's  supply,  and  not 
in  the  smaller  reservoirs,  such  us  are  quite  commonly  built 
upon  mountain  streams.  There  are  71  examples  of  the 
former  class  which  hav'e  been  investigated.  Of  these,  45, 
or  (53  per  cent.,  have  at  some  time  given  trouhto  from  bad 
tastes  and  odors.  In  S  of  these  the  trouble  is  duo  to  the 
recent  filling  of  reservoirs  which  have  not  been  cleaned,  and 
may  or  may  not  continue.  In  16  other  cases  the  truuble 
has  not  been  serious,  or  has  occurred  only  at  long  intervals, 
so  that  after  making  these  deductions  there  are  26,  or  37  per 
cent.,  of  the  ponds  and  older  reservoirs  which  have  given 
much  trouble.  These  troubles  are  caused  for  the  most  part 
by  the  growth  and  decay  of  organisms  which  thrive,  because 
they  are  supplied  with  nitrogenous  food  derived  either  from 
sewage  or  from  vegetable  mutter  contnined  in  the  Iwttom 
of  uucleaned  reservoirs.  For  instance,  if  the  ponds  are 
olassi&ed  by  calling  all  those  polluted  which  receive  either 
directly,  or  indirectly  by  Gltration,  the  sewage  of  a  popula- 
tion of  300  per  square  mile,  and  those  unpolluted  which 
receive  less,  it  will  be  found  that  all  of  the  polluted  have 
given  some,  and  half  of  them  much,  trouble  from  bad  tastes 
and  odors,  while  of  25  similar  ponds  which  are  unpolluted 
only  one  has  given  much  trouble,  6  have  given  a  little,  and 
IH  none.  It  is  also  noticeable  that  the  amount  of  trouble 
corresponds  quite  closely  with  the  amount  of  population  on 
the  drainage  area. 

Artificial  reservoirs  as  a  rule  have  given  more  trouble 
than  ponds,  although  ouly  two  of  them  are  polluted  accord- 
ing to  the  arbitrary  definition  above  given.  Those  that  are 
polluted  have  given  trouble  the  same  as  the  ponds.  Of 
those  that  are  unpolluted,  all  which  have  been  cleaned  by 
having  the  soil  and  vegetable  matter  removed  from  them 
have  not  given  trouble,  and  the  same  is  generally  true  where 
old  mill  ponds  or  reservoirs  have  been  used  for  storing  water 
for  domestic  use.  The  most  trouble  has  occurred  in  shallow 
uncleaned  reservoirs. 

Recent  experience  in  the  storage  of  water  in  new  cleaned 
and  uncleaned  reservoirs  is  instructive.  Reservoir  IV.  of 
the  Boston  Water  Works  was  tilled  about  a  year  before  the 
Board  began  its  investigations.     The  Stony  Brook  Reser- 
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voir  uf  the  Cumbridge  Water  Works,  the  Quincy  Reservoir, 
Hud  the  rei^ervoirs  at  Lynn,  known  us  Oleii  Lewis  and  Wal- 
den  ponds,  have  been  tilled  since.  Of  these  five  reservoirs, 
the  first  two  only  were  cleaned.  The  etlect  of  the  eharncler 
of  the  reservoir  upon  the  stored  water  is  best  indicated  in  & 
chemical  analysis  by  the  free  atiimunia —  which  is  a  product 
of  deoumposilioii  —  and  the  albuminoid  ammonia,  particu- 
larly the  suspended  portion  of  the  latter,  which  indicates 
the  abundance  of  organisms  and  other  suspended  organic 
matter  contained  in  the  water.  The  following  table  shows 
the  amount  of  these  constituents  in  the  five  reservoirs:  — 


Table  shotving  AmouiU  of  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonia  in  New 
CUaned  and  Unclermed  Rcsen-oirs. 
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It  has  frequently  been  stated  that  water  having  a  higb 
color  would  lose  most  of  it  by  exposure  to  the  sun  and  air  la 
open  reservoirs.  A  comparison  of  long-continued  observa- 
tions of  water  entering  and  flowing  from  several  reservoirs 
shows  that  this  bleaching  action  does  take  place,  though  very 
slowly,  so  that  water  must  be  stored  several  months  to  cause 
any  material  reduction  in  color,  and  from  six  monihs  to  a 
year  in  order  to  remove  practically  all  of  it. 

During  the  past  year  chemical  and  biological  examinatiooB 
have  been  made  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  wells  in  different 
parts  of  the  State,  which  are  used  more  or  less  by  the  public. 
Some  of  these  have  been  found  to  be  very  much  polluted  by 
household  wastes,  and  others  contain  water  that   has   been 
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previouHly  polluted  but  bus  been  purified  by  intermittent 
HItration  through  the  grouml,  nnij  a  (ew  indicate  no  pollu- 
tion. Tho  worst  of  these  wells  are  being  studied  with  care, 
to  determine  the  sanitary  significance  of  their  present  pollu- 
tion, and  the  elfect  it  has  had  upon  those  who  have  used  the 
waters.  Publication  of  the  results  of  examinations  will  be 
delayed  until  these  studies  have  reached  more  definite  con- 
clusions. 

During  the  past  two  winters  so  little  ice  has  formed  on 
tho  streams  and  ponds  that  we  have  yet  been  unable  to  study 
the  fifect  of  a  long-continued  covering  of  ice,  excluding  air 
from  the  water.  It  now  appears  that  such  a  study  may  be 
made  this  winter. 

The  general  continuance  of  high  water,  due  to  unusual 
amounts  of  rainfall,  since  the  study  of  the  water  supplies  was 
commenced  has  prevented  the  study  of  streams  and  ponds  in 
4ime  of  drought. 


WORK    AT  TIIK    LAWRKNCE    EXPERIMENT    STATION. 

The  experiments  upon  the  purification  of  sewage  and  of 
water,  by  intermittent  filtration,  have  been  continued  another 
year,  partly  with  new  materials,  but  principally  with  in- 
creasing quantities  of  sewage  or  of  water,  upon  materials 
that  had  been  in  use  us  fillers  during  the  previous  two  years. 

Among  the  most  interesting  results  obtained,  upon  the  in- 
termittent filtration  of  sewage,  were  those  in  which  the  fil- 
tering material  was  entirely  of  gravelstones  as  large  as 
beans.  The  sand  had  not  only  been  screened  out,  but  all  of 
the  stones  had  been  washed,  so  that  no  sand  adhered  to 
them,  before  they  were  put  into  the  tank.  They  formed  a 
bed  five  feet  in  depth  ;  and  for  nine  months  sewage  jiumped 
directly  from  the  city  sewer  was  applied  nine  times  a  day, 
for  s\x  days  in  the  week,  in  quantity  equivalent  to  t<l,400 
gallons  per  acre  per  day.  The  quality  of  the  eftlnent  varied 
somewhat ;  but  during  the  last  two  months,  June  and  July, 
after  the  above  quantity  had  been  applied  daily  for  more 
than  seven  months  we  obtained  the  following  average 
results :  — 
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Here  we  find  that  98.6  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  of 
the  sewage,  shown  by  the  sum  of  ammoniBB,  is  removed  by 
being  burned  and  converted  into  nitratt-H,  and  more  than  EJ9 
per  cent,  of  the  bacteria  that  were  in  the  sewage  were  killed. 
We  must  regard  this  as  a  remarkably  good  result,  with  an 
effluent  averaging  70,000  gallons  an  acre  for  every  day  in  the 
year. 

The  foregoing  results  TVere  so  satisfactory  that  the  quan- 
tity was  increased  by  applying  the  same'  amount  hourly  for 
fourteen  hours,  instead  ot  for  nine  hourij.  The  quantity  ap- 
plied was  then  the  equivalent  of  126,600  gallons  per  acre 
per  day,  for  six  days  in  the  week.  This  quantity  was  con- 
tinued for  three  months,  until  Oct.  24,  1890,  with  very  little 
change  from  the  retiutt  previously  obtained. 

The  average  results  for  the  last  month  were  as  follows  :  — 


i 

Anitofn. 

""r" 

1 

''1 

-"■ 

15 

1 

^ 

4 

^ 

i 

i  1 

Hewim 

jn.,j. 

0  WS8 

3  7012 

nm-i 

l^u 

u.sofi 

*■ 

I'.i 

B.l-J 

O.*otl 

We  still  find  98.5  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  of  the 
sewage  is  removed,  and  its  nitrogen  is  in  the  mineral  form 
of  nitrates ;  and  more  than  99.6  per  cent,  of  the  bacteria  are 
killed.  This  result  was  so  satisfactory  that  the  quantity  was 
still  further  increased  in  November. 

These  results  show  more  definitely  than  any  others  the  es- 
sential character  of  intermittent  filtration.     Wo  see  that  it  is 


Dot  a  straining  process.  By  the  application  of  email  quau- 
titiee  of  sewage  over  the  whole  surrac^e  of  tho  tank  each 
hour,  each  etone  in  the  tank  was  kept  covered  with  a  thin 
film  of  li<}utd,  very  slowly  moving  from  stone  to  stone,  from 
the  top  towards  the  bottom,  and  cotitionally  in  contact  with 
air  ID  the  spaces  between  the  stones.  The  liquid,  starting 
at  the  top  as  sewage,  reached  the  bottom  within  twenty-four 
hours,  with  the  organic  matter  nearly  all  burned  out.  The 
removal  of  this  organic  matter  is  in  no  sense  a  mechanical 
one  of  holding  back  material  between  the  stones,  for  they 
are  ae  clean  as  they  were  a  year  ago ;  but  it  is  a  chemical 
change,  aided  by  bact'iria,  by  which  the  organic  substances 
are  burned,  forming  products  of  mineral  matter,  which  pass 
off  daily  in  the  purified  liquid. 

The  liquid  tlowing  out  at  the  bottom  is  a  clear,  bright 
water,  comparing  favorably,  in  every  respect  that  can  be 
shown  by  chemical  or  biological  examination,  with  water 
from  some  of  the  wells  on  the  streets  of  our  cities  that  are 
used  for  refreshing  draughts  by  the  public  during  the  sum- 


Filler  Tank  No.  1. 
This  is  composed  of  very  coarse  mortar  sand.  From  Oct. 
11  to  Dec.  3,  1889,  a  trap  was  upon  the  outlet,  excluding 
air,  and  the  purification  was  not  so  satisfactory  as  previously. 
In  accordance  with  the  conclusions  given  in  the  previous 
report,  the  surface  of  this  tank  was  spaded  under  to  a  depth 
ol"  aliout  four  inches  on  November  27  j  and,  for  the  purpose 
of  washing  out  tho  salt  that  was  in  the  tank  from  sewage, 
city  water  was  applied,  500  gallons  three  days  in  the  week, 
from  November  2^6  to  December  7.  This  was  done  for  the 
purpose  of  determining,  upon  again  applying  sewage,  by  the 
increase  of  chlorine,  how  rapidly  the  foremost  particles  of 
sewage  Row  through  this  sand,  when  applied  in  considerable 
quantity.  While  city  water  was  being  applied,  the  average 
analysis  of  the  effluent  was  as  follows,  in  parts  per  100,000 ; — 
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Od  the  last  day  the  chlorine  "was  reduced  to  0.46  parta. 
Sewage  begaa  to  flow  onto  the  sand  at  10.53  on  December  iJ, 
aod  500  gallons  continued  to  fiitw  on  till  11.44.  There  was 
no  increase  in  flow  at  the  outlet  at  11.29,  but  at  11.32  the 
flow  out  had  increased  from  ono-forlieth  of  a  gallon  per 
minute  to  one-tenth  oT  a  gallon,  and  in  the  next  throe 
minutes  the  rate  of  flow  increased  to  nine-tenths  of  a  gallon 
per  minute,  and  thereafter  continued  increasing  until  12 
o'clock,  when  the  rate  was  fifteen  gallons  per  minute. 

At  11.32  the  number  of  bacteria  in  a  cubic  centimeter  of 
the  effluent  was  70,  a  little  higher  than  it  had  been  thrnugb  the 
morning;  but  at  11.35  the  number  had  increased  to  2,1!)0 
per  cubic  centimeter,  and  three  minutes  later  the  number 
was  1,886.  The  increase  to  2.190  at  11.35  indicates  that 
as  much  as  two-thirds  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  effluent  was 
then  of  the  sewage,  which  contained  300,000  bacteria  per  cubic 
centimeter.  At  this  time  not  more  than  six  gallons  of  liquid 
had  flowed  out  after  the  flrst  sewage  was  put  on  the  surface, 
a  period  of  forly-twn  minutes ;  but  it  was  not  more  than  six 
minutes  after  the  application  of  sewage  began  to  increase  the  , 
flow  at  the  outlet. 

The  indication  of  the  arrival  of  the  most  advanced  particles 
of  sewage  at  the  outlet,  by  the  increase  in  chlorine,  comes  a 
little  later  than  that  by  the  increase  in  bacteria.  One 
reason  ma}'  be  that  the  chlorine  at  the  outlet  was  decreasing 
while  sewage  was  coming  down  through  the  sand,  and 
perhaps  it  would  have  decreased  faster  if  some  forward 
particles  of  sewage  hud  not  added  some  chlorine. 

At  11.35  the  chlorine  of  the  effluent  was  0  60  parts ;  at 
11.36,  0.52  parts;  at  11.38,  0.46  parts  ;  and  at  11.41  it  had 
stopped  decreasing,  being  still  0.46  parts,  and  after  this  it 
steadily  increased.  This  indicates  that  the  forward  particles 
of  sewage  reached  the  outlet  when  fourteen  gallons  of 
effluent  bad  been  pressed  out  by  sewage  applied  at  the 
surface.  This  was  at  11.39,  or  four  minutes  later,  and 
after  eight  more  gallons  had  passed  out,  than  when  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  bacteria  indicated  the  arrival  of 
eewuge. 

From  this  we  learn  that  the  1,000  gallons  of  liquid 
held  in  the   smaller  interstices  of  this  coarse   sand,  after  it 
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has  been  draining  for  a  Hay  or  nmre.  are  to  a   very   smnll 
extent  pushed  down  liy  ttio  forward  pjirlk:le»  of  the  incoming 
sewage  j  but  that  some  of  these  iwrllclcs  move  rapiilly  ilowu 
through   the    larger   interistices,    pushing    lielore   thfDi    lint 
littlo  of  the  contaiiiod   water,  and   reach   the  oullt-t   within 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  Ijeing  applied  at  the  surface, 
having  pushed  before  them  not  more  than  one  per  cent,  of 
the  contained  water. 

We  have  the  following  series  of  analyses  of  sevFago  and 
of  effluent  during  the  day,  Dec.  9,  lB8!t  :— 
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These  observations  show  that  when  the  chlorine  begiio  to 
increase,  the  free  and  albiioiinoid  ammonia  also  increused; 
and,  6oon  after,  the  nitrates  increased. 

Tfl  determine  whether  the  ammonite  and  nitnites  puss 
through  in  quantities  proportioned  to  the  chlorine,  or  whether 
they  undergo  important  changes  in  the  quick  passage  of  the 
more  advanced  particles,  we  have  computed  the  different 
forms  of  nitrogen,  aa  if  ihey  came  through  without  change, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  chlorine.  The  aiitsumption  ia 
made,  in  accordance  with  the  condition  of  the  effluent  on  the 
previous  days,  that  thirty-three  per  cent,  of  liijuid  like  that 
of  the  effluent  in  the  morning  before  sewage  was  applied, 
formed  one  portion  of  the  effluent  continually,  and  this, 
together  with  such  amounts  of  city  water  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  tank,  and  of  applied  sewage,  as  will  give  tb« 
existing  chlorine  at  any  hour,  make  up  the  existing 
effluent. 

The  actual  analyses  of  the  effluent  at  different  times,  in 
the  forty  minutes  after  sewage  appeared  at  the  outlet,  are 
given  in  the  following  table,  followed  by  the  computed 
analyses :  — 
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These  results,  though  approximate  only,  give  assurance  nf 
a  marked  chemical  change  within  a  few  minutes,  so  that 
sewage  which  i^  ten  minutes  longer  on  the  passage  through 
the  sand  comes  out  with  free  and  aHiuminotd  ammonia  and 
the  number  of  bacteria  much  mure  reduced  than  that  having 
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ft  tthoilor  ptis^QgG.  TLe  nitrates  also  iiidicato  an  increuAC, 
with  a  short  increase  in  the  time  of  passage,  which  in  con- 
firmed by  other  cxpenments  ;  but  the  amount  of  this  increaae 
und  the  change  in  the  nitrites  are  the  least  certain  points  in 
the  computation. 

The  short  time  in  which  sewage — applied  in  large  quantity 
after  an  intermission — passes  through  live  feet  of  very  coarse 
sand,  before  nitrification  can  become  complete  and  before  all 
of  the  bacteria  can  be  killed,  indicates  the  advantage,  with  such 
material,  of  more  frequent  applications  of  small  quantities. 

The  longer  time  required  by  a  fine  sand  for  iho  tirst 
application  of  sewage  to  pass  through  is  shown  by  an  experi- 
ment on  Tank  No.  3,  when,  under  similar  circumstances,  it 
required  a  week  for  the  most  forwnrd  particles  to  reach 
the  outlet. 

Upon  resuming  the  application  of  sewage,  it  was  found 
that,  while  the  nitrates  were  high,  the  ammonias  were  also 
higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  condition  continued 
lor  about  two  months,  or  until  the  middle  of  February, 
lisyo.     The  avei-ago  result  was  as  follows:  — 


Free  ammonia,  .  .  0.104S, 
AlbuiniiKild  amaionla.  0  0330, 
Sura  oranimoDlas,  .  0. 13T8, 
Ghloriue,    .        .        .  4.66. 

Nllmte*.     ,  .1  0677. 

Nitrites,      .        .         .  O.ODID. 
Quantii;  per  acre  dailf,  63.000  gallons. 
Bacteria  per  cable  ceatimeter,  2,706. 


7  per  cent  of  tbst  of  the  sewage. 
5  per  ueot.  of  that  of  the  sena^. 
7  pur  ceDt.  of  tliiit  of  the  aewttge. 


After  this  the  nitrates  increased  for  three  months  from  1.3 
parts  to  3.0  parts  per  100,000.  and  the  gum  of  ammonias 
decreased  until  the  middle  of  May,  after  which,  for  a  month, 
while  filtering  at  the  rate  of  30,000  gallons  per  acre  per  day, 
the  resulting  analyses  were  as  follows  :  — 


free  ammonia, 

Alhuiiilaold  aaimonla,  < 

8nm  of  ammanlas,     .  0,0230,  or  1  pel 

Chlorine,     .         .         .  5.0a. 

Nitrates,      .         .         .  3,3583, 

Nitrites,      .         .         .0  0002. 

BacterU  per  cubic  centimeter,  3,29Q, 


,  0.0028,  or  0.1  of  1  per  i-ent  of  that  of  the  sew 
3  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewn^'c. 
1  per  ceut.  of  that  of  the  sewage. 
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After  the  middle  of  June  the  quuntity  fillt'rcd  was 
increased  to  77,000  gallons  per  acre  per  day,  with  the  fol- 
lowing average  result  for  three  months :  — 


0.0162, 

Albuniltiold  ammonia 

0.0406. 

Slim  of  ammoDias, 

0.0CB8, 

Chlorine.     . 

B.4<I. 

NitraltB.     . 

1,6100. 

Nitrites.      . 

O.CM12a, 

Bftcteria  per  cable  ce 

tlmeter, 

rO.T  of  1  percent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 
IT  5  per  cent,  of  thut  of  the  sewaee 
ir  1.8  per  cent,  of  ihnt  of  liie  aewajje. 


The  qimntity  filtered  was  again  increased.  The  averitge 
qnanlity  for  the  next  two  mimths  was  102,000  gnllons  per 
acre  per  day,  and  we  have  Ihe  following  very  aalisfactory 
average  analysis :  — 


0.7  of  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  aewage. 
4  pel*  cent,  of  l.hat  of  the  sewage. 
1.3  per  c«nt.  of  that  of  the  sewage. 


Free  ammonia,  .  .  0.0143, 
Albuminoid  ammoDla,  0.0223, 
Snm  of  ainmonlaa,  .  0.03li6, 
Chlorine,  .  .  .  6.24. 
Nitrates,  .  .  .  1.0562. 
Nltrilea.  .  .  .  0.000:1. 
Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter,  12.334. 

This  sand  is,  at  the  end  of  its  third  year  of  use,  filtering 
about  doiihle  the  quantity  filtered  at  the  end  of  the  second 
year,  with  a  rather  purer  effluent.  The  belter  result  is 
attriluited  to  raking  over  the  surface,  lo  the  depth  of  one 
inch,  once  a  week. 

Filler  Tank  A'o.  2. 
This  filter  of  very  fine  sand  was  allowed  to  stand  through 
a.  part  of  November,  1889,  without  receiving  sewage,  and 
on  November  26  ihe  surface  was  spaded  under  ^  the  depth 
of  four  inches.  From  Novenaher  29  to  December  13  city 
water  was  applied  to  the  tank  instead  of  sewage,  till  the 
chlorine  of  the  effluent  was  reduced  to  0.19  parts  per 
100,000,  —  nearly  the  same  as  in  city  water.  The  applica- 
tion of  sewage  was  rei-umed  December  14,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  increase  in  chlorine  indicated  that  sewage  began  to 
reach  the  bottom  in  small  amount  on  December  20,  after 
1,780  gallons  had  passed  through  ;  that  is,  that  these  furwurd 
particles  hud  passed  by  about  500  gallons  of  water  held  ia 
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the  gmiillcr  interstices.  A  slight  increuse  in  the  number  of 
bncteria  when  a))out  40  gaHons  less  hud  pnssed  through 
appe:ir8  to  hiive  been  ft  somewhat  more  delicate  test  of  the 
presence  at  the  outlet  of  the  most  forwHrd  particles  of  the 
sewage.  The  etHnent  had  the  full  strength  of  the  chlorine 
of  the  sewage  when  2,800  gallons  had  passed  out,  after  the 
first  sewage  was  ajiplied  at  the  surface.  But,  before  this, 
when  the  chlorine  of  the  efHuent  was  but  one-half  that  of 
the  sewage,  the  nitrates  of  the  elQuent  increased  in  one  day 
from  0.2300  parts  to  I.3M0  parts  per  100,000;  indicating 
that,  although  nitrification  had  been  reduced  by  the  passing 
of  city  water  through  the  filter,  —  for  the  reason  that  there 
was  little  organic  matter  to  be  nitrified,  —  the  conditions  for 
nitrification  had  not  been  lessened  ;  so  that,  as  soon  na 
organic  matter  was  preaented,  it  oxidized  very  rapidly,  and 
increased  the  nitrates  to  a  larger  percentage  of  the  total 
nitrogen  than  usual. 

The  nitrates  continued  high  through  the  winter,  averaging 
1.072  parts  for  the  next  two  months,  and  then  increased 
through  March  and  April  and  to  the  miildle  of  May,  when 
they  were  2.750  parts.  In  the  first  three  months,  January 
to  March,  with  the  usual  quantity  of  42,000  gallons  per  acre 
filtering  daily,  the  ammonias  were  higher  than  usual ;  the 
free  ammonia  averaged  0.0205  parts,  and  the  albuminoid 
ammonia  O.OIlil  parts,  making  the  sum  of  ammonias  0.0324 
parts  per  100,000,  or  1.5  per  cent,  of  those  of  the  sewage. 

From  April  9  to  June  2«,  while  the  same  quantity  was 
filtering,  the  sum  of  ammonias  was  only  0.0130  parts,  or 
0.6  of  one  per  cent,  of  those  of  the  sewage;  the  free 
ammonia  averaged  0.0016  parts,  and  the  albuminoid  amroo- 
tiia  0.0114|j)arts.  The  nitrates  decreased  >-feadily  from  the 
middle  of  May  to  the  last  of  June,  from  2.750  parts  to  1.000 
part.  Then  the  surface  of  the  tank  was  raked  over  to  the 
depth  (if  one  inch,  and  the  nitrates,  in  one  week,  rose  to 
2. 500  parts,  and  continued  between  this  amount  and  1.530 
parts  for  the  following  three  months.  These  higher  nitrates  . 
were  undoniitedly  due  to  raking  over  the  surface  of  the  filter 
once  u  week, 

With  the  first  of  July,  the  quantity  of  sewage  applied  wag 
increased  to  TOO  gallons,  applied  three  days  in  a  week,  or 
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nn  average  rate  of  60,000  gnllone  per  acre  per  day.  The 
sum  of  ammonias  increased  slightly  for  the  first  month,  but 
afterwardti  steudily  decreased,  as  fiiUow»:  July,  0.0142 
parts;  August,  0.0130  parts;  September,  0.0113  parts; 
and  October,  0.0083  parts.  In  the  last  month  they  formed 
but  0.3  of  one  per  cent,  of  those  of  the  sewage. 

The  average  analysis  of  the  eflluL'nt  for  the  last  month  was 
as  follows  : —  • 


Free  ammonia,  .        .  0.0004,  ( 
Albuniliiold  ammonia,  0.0079,  < 
Sam  of  .ammoulns,     .  0.UO83,  ( 
Cbluriiie,    .        .        .  6.87. 
Nltmtes,     .        .         .   l.*UO,  < 

Nitrites,      .         .         .  O.OUOn. 
Bacteria  per  cabEc  centimcWr,  17. 


ir  0.03  at  1  per  rent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 

>r  1.2  per  cent,  of  tbat  of  the  sewage. 

ir  0.3  of  one  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  eewage. 

>r  51  per  cent,  of  the  total  nitrogea  of  tiie 


This  is  a  very  satisfactory  result  for  this  materiiil.  Two 
years  before,  we  found  it  necessary  to  reduce  the  quantity 
of  scwHge  to  200  gallons,  applied  three  times  a  week,  before 
we  could  obtain  such  purification.  A  year  ago  we  olttained 
nearly  as  good  an  effiuent  with  this  filler  when  six-tenths  aa 
much  sewage  was  filtering.  The  ability  to  filler  the  increased 
quantity  at  this  time  is  believed  to  be  entirely  due  to  rnking 
over  the  surface  of  the  fitter  to  the  depth  of  nn  inch  once  a 
week,  which  has  been  done  since  the  latter  part  of  June, 
1«90. 

Filler  Tank   ^o.  3a. 

The  peat  which  filled  Tank  No.  3  for  two  years  was 
removed  on  Nnv.  14,  1889,  and  on  November  i!0  the  tank 
was  filled,  above  the  gravel  and  sand  around  the  undcrdrains, 
with  a  depth  of  2.5  feet  of  tine  sand  like  that  in  Tank  No.  2, 
above  which  was  2.5  feet  of  coarse  sand  like  that  of  Tank 
No.  1.  The  name  was  changed  to  Tank  No.  3a.  Five 
hundred  gallons  of  water  were  applied  to  this  tank  daily  for 
about  a  mouth,  and  on  Jan.  (J,  1890,  the  first  sewage  was 
applied.  The  quantity  of  sewage  applied  was  150  gallons  & 
day,  except  Suudays,  until  June  30;  then  300  gallons  a  day 
until  September  7 ;  then  350  gallons  a  day  until  October  20, 
when  the  quantity  was  increased  to  500  gallons  a  day. 
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Tlie  nitrates  of  the  effluenl  continued  from  0.010  parts  to 
0,020  pnrts  nntil  Miirch  20;  when,  the  temperature  of  tbe 
effluent  being  iit  3S°  Fuh  ,  the  nilnttes  iocreaseil  to  0.040 
purtB,  ufter  which  they  increused,  slowly  tit  liiat  nod  then 
more  nipidiy,  until  the  middle  of  May,  when  they  were 
3,750  parts.  They  then  decreased,  and  in  the  hittc-r  part  of 
June  were  2,000  parts.  From  this  lime  to  Septemlwr  7 
they  averaged  1.870  parta,  and  fPom  September  7  to  Octo- 
ber 20  the  average  was  1.4'JO  parts  per  100,000. 

Previous  to  the  iwginning  nf  nitrification  the  free  ammo- 
nias (if  the  effluent  increased  to  0.6000  parta  per  100,000, 
and  ihe  albuminoid  ammonias  to  0.0500  parts.  The  sum  of 
ammonias  were  ihen  40  per  cent,  of  those  of  the  sewage ; 
but  the  albuminoid  umnionia  was  but  12  per  cent,  of  that  of 
tbe  sewage. 

While  the  nitrates  were  the  highest,  in  the  middle  part  of 
May,  the  total  nitrogen  coming  from  the  tank  was  40  per 
cent,  more  than  was  being  applied.  The  ammonias  were 
rapidly  decreat^ing,  and  ou  Juno  11)  their  sum  was  less  than 
one  |)cr  cent,  of  the  sum  of  ammonias  in  the  sewage.  The 
quantity  of  sewage  applied  was  doubled  after  June  30,  and 
the  surface  was  raked  over  to  the  depth  of  one  inch  once  a 
week.  The  ammonias,  at  first  higher,  gradually  decreased 
through  the  month  of  July ;  and  from  August  1  to  Sep- 
tember 7  there  was  a  steady  and  very  complete  purifi- 
cation. 

The  average  analysis  was  as  follows:  — 


Free  atiitiiotila.   .         .  0.0037.  or  0.2  uf  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewfige. 
Albuminoid  ammoula,  O.OOitS,  or  1.4  per  cent,  of  tlmt  of  the  9ewa!;e. 
Sum  of  ammoniaa,     .  0.0129,  or  0.6  of  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  Hcwage. 
Chlorine.    .        .        .  7.17. 
Nitrales.     .         .         .   1.9200. 
Nitrites,      .         .         .  0.0004. 
Bacteria  per  cable  centlmuier,  1.(143. 


With  the  increase  tn  quantity  of  sewage  applied  after 
September  7  to  l!0,000  gallons  per  acre  per  day,  the  free 
ammonia  increased  until  it  became  0.0322  parts;  but  in 
the  following  three  weeks  it  steadily  decreased,  until  tbe 
analysis  on  October  16  was  as  follows :  — 
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Free  animonta.  .        .  0.0036.  or  0.1  of  1  per  ci 

Albnmiuold  smrnonU,  0.0082,  or  I  percent,  of 

Sum  of  nmmonlaa.     .  Q.0108,  or  0.4  of  1  per  c< 

CliloHne,    .        .        .  4.94. 

Nltr&lea,      .         .         .  l.IOOO. 

Nllrltcs,      .         .         .  0.0000. 
BacKria  per  cubic  ceDtiinuter,  3, SCO. 


t.  of  tliat  of  tlie  sc\rsge. 
iBt  of  the  sewage. 

t.  of  that  of  the  Hewage. 


After  this  the  daily  quantity  npplied  was  increased  to 
100,000  giilluns  per  acre,  I'or  six  days  in  the  week,  which 
will  he  continued  thniugh  the  winter. 


Filter   Tank  JSfo.  4. 

This  filter,  of  extremely  tine  sand,  has,  since  June,  1889, 
received  sewage  through  a  trench  of  coarse  sand.  The 
excellent  results  ohtained  in  Octiiher,  1889,  have  continued. 
The  equivalent  of  26,0o0  gullone  of  sewage  a  day  upon  an 
acre  has  been  continued  through  August,  1890 ;  and  the 
quality  of  the  effluent  hns  been  very  nearly  constant  through 
winter  tind  summer;  the  prineipul  variation  being  in  the 
nitrates,  which  were  as  usual  higher  iu  April,  May  and 
June. 

The  average  analysis  for  the  ten  months,  November,  1889, 
to  August,  1890,  was  as  follows  :  — 

Free  dram onia,   .         .  0.0017,  or  0.1  of  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 
Atbumlnoid  aminonln,  0,0130,  or  1.8  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewa}^. 
Sura  of  ammoiiiaa,     .  0.0137,  or  O.B  of  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 
Chlorine,    .         .         .  S.36. 
Nitrates,     .        .        .  1.3337. 
Nitrites,      .        .        .  0.0001. 
Bacteria  per  cubic  centimeter.  184. 

This  result  was  so  satisfactory  that  the  daily  quantity  of 
sewage  was,  on  September  8,  increased  to  34,200  gallons 
per  acre,  and  the  average  analysis  for  the  following  three 
months  was  as  follows  :  — 


Albuminoid  ammonia.  0  OtIS, 
Sum  of  ammonias,     .  0.0139, 
Chlorine,    .        .        .  8.98. 
Nitrates,     .  .  1.0854. 

Nitrites,     .        .        .  0.0000. 


,  O.OOll,  or  0.06  of  I  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  »ewage. 


r  l.T  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 

■r  O.B  of  I  per  cent   of  tliat  of  the  sewage. 
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When  sewage  wua  applied  to  the  siirfnce  of  this  innterial, 
we  were  untilile  to  obtain  as  good  rcBulta  as  the  ahuve  ;  and 
it  waa  not  till  the  quantity  tillered  was  reduced  to  12,000 
gallons  per  acre  per  day  that  puriGcation  became  nearly  aa 
complete  as  the  results  now  obtained  by  applying  to  the 
coarse  sand  in  the  trench  34,200  gallons  per  acre  per  day. 

Filter  Tank  JVo.  5. 

This  lank  uf  garden  soil,  five  feet  deep,  had  a  trench  dng 
two  and  a  half  feet  deep  and  one  and  a  half  feet  wide,  its 
outer  edge  being  one  and  a  half  feet  inside  of  the  periphery. 
This  trench  was  filled  wiih  coarse  sand  like  that  of  Tank 
No.  I,  and  sewage  has  since  been  applied  to  this  sand.  The 
quantity  applied  has  been  100  gallon;!,  three  times  a  week, 
from  November,  lasS,  to  September,  1890,  or  the  equiva- 
lent of  8,000  gallons  per  acre  per  day.  The  quantity  of 
elilueut  was  a  little  greater,  owing  to  the  rain,  in  the  first 
eight  months;  but  during  the  last  three  months  was  lees, 
on  account  of  greater  evaporation. 

No  nitrates  were  found  in  the  effluent  except  for  a  short 
time  in  April,  1S!'0,  and  again  a  lew  times  in  August  and 
September.  The  sum  of  ammonias  of  the  elttuent  waa 
greater  than  that  of  the  sewage,  from  November  to  Jan- 
uary ;  but  from  February  till  near  the  end  of  August  the 
sum  of  ammonias  was  nearly  the  same  in  each. 

During  the  eleven  months  the  free  ammonia  has  averaged 

2.t<2T3,  which  is  tiH  per  cent,  more  than  the  free  iinnnonis 

of  the  applied  sewage.      But  the  albuminoid  ammonia  has 

averaged  only  0.1H69  parts,  and  has  been  very  constantly 

■  29  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 

While  there  has  been  tittle  or  no  nitrification,  there  has 
l>eeu  a  marked  reduction  in  the  organic  nitrogen,  so  that 
there  remains  hut  29  per  cent,  of  the  auiount  in  the  sewage. 
This  is  only  about  one-third  as  much  organic  nitrogen  as 
remained  in  the  efiluent  when  the  sewage  was  applied 
directly  to  the  surface  of  the  filter,  before  the  sewage  was 
applied  to  the  trench  filled  with  coarse  sand.  This  is  a 
step  in  purification,  but  a  very  incomplete  one,  compared 
with  the  result  in  all  of  the  sand  filters. 

After  October  3   the  quantity   of  sewage  applied  waa 
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reduced  to  50  gallona,  applied  three  times  a  week,  or  the 
equivalent  of  4,300  gnlluna  per  acre  per  day,  which  is  but 
little  more  thiin  the  rainfall  upon  the  same  area. 

Filter  Tank  No.  6. 

Thin  tanl(,  of  coarse  and  fine  eand  and  fine  gravel,  four 
feet  deep,  continued  to  receive  42,600  gallons  daily  per  acre 
from  June,  1S81I,  to  Sept.  8,  1890.  In  1«90  nitrification 
waB  continually  active.  It  was  most  complete  in  April, 
May  anil  August,  when  the  nitratoa  exceeded  2.0  parts  per 
100,000.  In  December,  1881),  the  free  ammonia  increased 
for  a  time  up  to  0.0(550  jKirts,  but  soon  fell  to  0,0008  parts. 

The  average  analyaia  from  January  to  August,  l^JIO,  was 
QS  follows:  — 


Free  BmmonlB,  .  .  0.0028,0 
Albumlmilil  ammonia,  0  01H1,  o 
Sum  nf  ammonias,  .  0  iJ20!i.  o 
Chlorine,    .  .  6.54. 


.4125. 


Nitrates,      . 

Nitrites.      .         .         .  0.0002. 

Buctcria  per  cubic  centimeter,  ' 


0.16  of  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage, 
2,7  per  cent  of  tliat  of  the  sewnge. 
0.9  of  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 


After  Sept.  8,  1890,  the  quantity  of  sewage  applied  daily 
was  increased  to  the  equivalent  of  ()0,000  gallons  per  acre, 
and  the  resulting  analysis  for  the  following  three  months 
was  as  follows  :  — 


Free  ammonia,   .         .  0,00110,  or  0. IS  of  1  per  cent,  ofthat  of  the  sewage. 
Albuminoid  ammonia,  0.01fi4,  or  3  4  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage, 
Sum  of  ummonlaa,      .  0.0194,  or  O.T  of  I  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 

.  5.50. 

.   1.2(!Z7. 

.  0,0001. 
jDtiraeter,  10,044. 


Chlorine,  . 
Nitrates,  . 
Nitrites,  . 
Bacteria  per  cubic  c< 


The  surface  of  this  filter  has  not  been  worlted  over  or  in 
any  way  disturbed  for  nearly  three  years.  There  is  very 
little  sediment  upon  the  surface,  but  experience  with  other 
filters  indicates  that  better  results  will  be  obtained  if  the 
surface  be  raited  over  once  a  week  j  and,  although  the 
results  with  this  filler,  having  but  four  feet  in  depth  of  filter- 
ing material,  have  been  remarkably  good,  in  making  a  fur- 


ther  increase  of  quantity  the  surface  will   be   periodically 
ilislurl.ied. 

Filter  Tank  No.  7. 

This  filter  has  a  covering  of  soil  and  of  loam,  but  the  sew- 
age has,  since  October,  18S9,  heen  api»lied  in  an  open- 
jointed  drain  pipe  beneath  the  loam.  Tbe  drain  pipe  is  sur- 
rounded with  coarse  gravel,  which  extends  one  loot  and  a 
half  below  it,  and  for  a  width  of  two  feet. 

From  September,  18S9,  to  August,  1690,  150  gallons  of 
sewage  were  applied  daily  on  six  days  in  the  week,  or  25,700 
gallons  pur  day  per  acre. 

For  the  ten  months,  November,  1889,  to  August,  1890, 
nitrification  bas  been  active.  The  nitrates  have  not  been  bb 
high  as  with  the  sand  filters,  but  have  averaged  1.1544  parts 
per  l'iO,UOO.     The  ammonias  have  been  nearly  constant, 

The  average  analysis  for  the  ten  months  was  as  follows  :  — 

Free  ammonia,  .        .  0.002*.  or  0. 1  of  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewaee, 
Albumiuold  unmoDia,  0,Otll,  or  1.7  per  cunt,  of  that  nf  the  aewas^. 
.Simi  of  animonlos,     .  0.013Q,  or  O.e  of  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 
Chlorine.    .         .         .  6.49. 
Nitrates,     .  .  \.\5U. 

Nitrites,      .        .        ,  0.0001. 
Daclerln  per  cubic  ceiitiraeter,  501. 

After  Sept.  7,  1S90,  the  quantity  of  sewage  applied  was 
increased  to  200  gallons  per  day,  for  six  days  in  tbe  week ,  or 
the  equivalent  of  34,280  gallons  per  acre  per  day. 

This  quantity,  for  a  time,  was  too  much  for  tbe  filter  to 
purify,  and,  at  tbe  end  of  October,  the  free  ammonia  had 
increased  to  0.1H20  parts;  the  alliumiiioid  ammonia  was 
0.0200  parts  ;  the  nitrates  had  been  reduced  to  0.4500  parts, 
but  had  again  risen  to  O.'JOOO  parts ;  and  the  nitrites  were 
0.0110  parts. 

From  this  time  tbe  etBuent  steadily  improved,  and  on 
December  1 1  the  analysis  was  as  follows  :  — 

Free  ainmonlii, 0  0082 

Albmufnold  ammonia 0  0084 

Suia  of  amraonlas O.OlfSS 

Chlorine 4.34 

Nitrates 0.8900 

HlWlles 0.0008 
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Filler  Tank  No.  14. 
During  the  summer  of  1889  this  tank  of  coarse  sand,  like 
that  of  No.  1,  had  sewage  applied  at  the  rate  of  t50,000 
gallons  per  acre  for  six  days  in  the  week.  The  tight  cover 
was  kept  oa  all  of  the  time,  iind  nir  was  admitted  at  first  fur 
fifteen  minutes  a  day,  then  for  five  minutes,  then  for  three 
minutes,  and  finally  for  one  minute.  The  nir  was  kept  in 
motion  through  the  trmk  by  moans  of  an  aspirator.  Nitrifi- 
cation was  nearly  complete,  and  during  the  last  month  of 
Octohev,  1889,  when  air  was  admitted  in  small  quantity 
only,  for  one  minute  a  day,  the  average  analysis  was  as 
follows : — 

Free  ammonia 0.0011 

Albuminoid  ammoDla, 0.0139 

Chlorine 4.87 

NItraKs, 1-4133 

Nitrites 0.0034 


For  the  nest  month  no  air  was  admitted,  but  the  aspirator 
continued  running,  causing  the  air  within  the  tank  to  circu 
late  through  the  sand.  The  nitrification  was  as  complete, 
and  the  removal  of  organic  matter  nearly  as  great,  as  in  the 
previous  month.  It  was  evident  that  oxygen  must  have 
been  supplied  from  some  source  ;  and  it  was  concluded  that 
it  came,  in  very  small  amount,  from  the  absorbed  oxygen  of 
the  water  of  the  aspirator,  which  continually  came  in  contact 
with  the  air  which  it  was  causing  to  circulate. 

On  December  7  the  aspirator  was  removed.  Nitrification 
rapidly  decreased;  and  through  .Tanuary  and  the  most  of 
February  the  nitrates  and  nitrites  were  zero.  The  free 
ammonia  rose  to  1.4,  and  the  albuminoid  ammonia  to  0.13, 
parts. 

On  March  10,  1890,  the  cover  was  removed,  and  on 
March  21  the  nitrates  had  risen  to  2.6  parts.  The  ammonias 
rapidly  decreased,  and  at  the  end  of  April  there  was  a  well- 
established  purification.  For  the  next  month  and  a  half  the 
analyses  averaged  as  follows:  free  ammonia,  0.0033; 
albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0153;  chlorine,  4.84;  nitrates, 
2.6643;  nitrites,  0.0011. 
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After  the  middle  of  June,  the  quantity  nf  sewage  was 
increased  to  the  equivalent  of  100,000  gallons  per  acre,  for 
eix  daya  in  the  week.  The  free  aoinionias  rose  for  a  few 
days,  and  then  fell  to  their  former  amount.  The  albuminoid 
ammonias  increased  permanently.  The  average  analysts  for 
the  three  months  July,  August  and  September,  1890,  was  as 
follows : — 

Free  ommonlB,  .        .  0.0043,  or  0.2  of  1  per  cent,  of  Ibat  of  tlic  sewage. 
Albuminoid  ammonia.  0.0240,  or  i  per  ceot.  of  tbat  of  the  sewage. 
Sura  of  amtnoniaa,     .  0,0283,  or  1  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 
Chlorine,     .         .         .  6,fi3. 
Nltrat«s,     .        .        .  2.3125. 
Nitrites.     .        .        .  0.0008. 

This  was  a  very  good  result  when  filtering  so  large  a 
quantity. 

In  October  a  little  eewage  remained  on  the  surface  in 
spbts,  in  the  first  half  of  the  month,  and  the  ammonias 
increased ;  but,  upon  raking  over  the  surface — which  had 
not  been  disturbed  for  six  months — to  the  depth  of  one 
inch,  ouce  a  week,  the  nitrates  again  increased,  and  for  the 
month  of  November  the  ammonias  were  the  same  as  in  the 
analysis  just  giv^n,  with  no  indication  that  this  quantity  may 
not  be  as  well  purified  for  an  indefinite  period. 

On  Dec.  4,  1890,  the  daily  quantity  of  sewage  was 
increased  to  120,000  gallons  per  acre,  for  six  days  in  the 
week. 

Filler  Tank  Xo.   15a. 

This  tank,  of  coarse  gravelstones,  hua  been  treated  with 
the  equivalent  of  20,000  gallons  per  acre,  for  six  days  in 
the  week,  of  sewage  having  an  excess  of  acid,  made  so  by 
adding  to  ordinary  sewage  varying  amounts  of  sulphuric 
acid. 

From  Nov.  4,  1889,  to  May  8,  1890,  the  amount  of  sul- 
phuric acid  added  was  22.54  parts  per  100,000.  From  May 
9  to  July  30  the  amount  was  43  parts  per  100.000 ;  and 
from  July  31  to  October  26  the  amount  added  was  90  parts 
per  100.000.  The  oliject  was  to  see  the  effet-t  of  intermit- 
tent filtration  of  sewage  having  an  excess  of  sulphuric  acid, 
will  bo  seen  that,  white  purification  was  much  less  than 
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with  alkaline  Bewiige,  there  wus  at  ftll  times  some  nitrifica- 
tion, and  the  organic  nitrogen  was  very  much  reduced. 

The  average  analysis  of  the  effluent  in  the  first  four 
montha  of  the  j'eur,  while  the  smaller  quantity  was  added, 
was  as  follows  :  — 


Free  iLinmonIa,  .  .  1,4881, 
AlbntniDold  auimonla.  0.08S4, 
Sum  of  smmoulas,  .  1.6765, 
Chlortne.    .  .  4,93. 

Nitrates,  .  .  .  0.0330, 
Nitrites,      .         .         .  O.OOIG. 


<r  lOS  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewa^, 
<r  13  per  cent,  of  thitt  of  the  sewage. 
If  73  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 


In  the  second  period,  when  45  parts  per  100,000  of  sul- 
phuric acid  were  added  to  the  sewage,  the  average  analysis 
for  three  months  waA  as  follows  :  — 


3.B425. 

0,1468, 

Sum  of  ammoDltts. 

2.9893. 

Chlorine,    . 

7M>. 

Nitrates,     . 

0,0932. 

Nitrites,      , 

0,0009, 

If  143  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage, 
r  33  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 

r  113  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  aewage. 


In  the  third  period,  from  July  31  to  Oct.  26,  1890,  when 
90  parts  per  100,000  of  sulphuric  acid  were  added,  we  have 
the  following  average  analysis :  — 


Free  ammonia.  .        .  2.3983,  or  114  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 


Albuminoid  amrooni a,  0.1683,  < 

Snm  of  ammonias,      .  3,5315.  □ 

Chlorioe,     .         .         .  8,17. 

Nitrates,     .  .  0.0311, 

Nitrites,      .  .  0,0004. 


34  per  cent,  of  tliat  of  the  aewage. 
93  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  sewage. 


While  there  has  been  a  small  amount  of  nitrification 
through  the  year,  which  has  decreased  with  the  great  excess 
of  acid  of  the  lust  three  months,  there  has  been  a  continued 
removal  of  more  than  three-quarters  of  the  organic  nitrogen, 
as  shown  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia. 

FUler   Tanks  J\'o.   17a   and  ^'o.   10. 

These  two  iron  tanks,  in  the  building,  were,  on  Jan.  25i 

1890,  filled  with  sand  intermediate  in  fineness  between  that 


52 


STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH. 


[Ja, 


of  Ko.  1  and  that  of  No.  2.  The  sand  of  each  was  taken 
from  the  same  pit,  and  is  presumed  to  be  of  like  quality ; 
but,  in  tilting  No._1?a,  marble  dust  v/an  added  in  layers 
containing  ten  pounds,  or  having  a  depth  of  a  little  more 
than  one-half  inch,  at  distances  of  one,  three  and  four  feet, 
and  of  four  feet  and  nine  inches  from  the  top  of  the  layer  of 
coarse  sand  on  the  gravel  at  the  bottom.  The  upper  layer 
of  marhls  dust  was  covered  with  three  inches  of  sand. 

These  two  filters  were  treated  alike  for  nine  months,  to  see 
if  there  was  any  advantage,  when  filtering  an  ordinary  alkfr* 
line  sewage,  in  having  layers  of  an  alkaline  earth  in  the  filter. 

Sewage  was  applied  to  each  on  Jan.  28,  1890,  the  quan- 
tity being  1.5  gallons  on  week  days,  until  February  18, 
after  which  it  was  3  gallons,  or  at  the  rate  of  60,000  gallons 
per  acre. 

The  nitrates  were  a  little  higher  in  No.  19  during  the 
first  month,  and  they  rose  rapidly  in  this  tank  fifteen  days 
earlier  than  in  Tank  No.  17a.  Perhaps  this  was  due  to 
more  freedom  of  motion  of  air  through  the  tank  which  con- 
tained no  marble  dust. 

The  nitrates  were  high  io  both  filters  after  May  1 ;  but 
were  a  little  higher  in  the  tank  without  the  marble  dust. 

The  average  analysis  in  each  for  the  following  six  months 
was  as  follows  :  — 


TMliS0.1T*. 

T 

nkKs.ll. 

FrM»i«noiil> 

0  OCIM 

oao» 

16 

fllBO 
0009 

0,0110 

1 

BTa 

:-i 

B>cMri>  per  cubic  can 

.  1 

No  advantage  appears  in  favor  of  the  addition  of  marble 
dust  in  this  trial  of  nine  months  with  ordinary  alkaline 
sewage.  After  Oct.  26,  1890,  Tank  No,  17a  was  treated 
with  sewage  to  which  a  definite  amount  of  sulphuric  acid 
was  added,  and  the  quantity  of  sewage  applied  to  Tank  No. 
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19  was  increased  to  the  equivalent  of  120,000  gallons  per 
acre,  on  six  il&ya  in  the  week. 

Filler  Tank  Xo.  2.5. 

ThiB  iron  tank,  20  inches  in  diameter  and  12.2  feet  high, 
had  the  usual  gravel  and  coarse  sand  put  in  at  the  hottom 
for  a  depth  of  six  inches,  above  which  was  five  feet  of  sand 
and  loam  from  a  cemetery.  Water  was  filtered  through 
this  sand  and  loam  for  three  months,  when  the  resulting 
effluent  gave  the  following  unnlysis  :  free  ammonia,  0.0014; 
albuminoid  ammonia,  0.0024;  chlorine,  0.23;  nitrates, 
0.0250;  and  nitrites,  0.0002  parts  per  100,000. 

On  Dec.  18,  18S9,  the  carcass  of  a  dog,  weighing  eleven 
and  a  half  pounds,  was  put  ou  the  surface,  and  this  was 
covered  with  six  feet  of  sand  and  loam  similar  to  that  below. 

From  Jan.  1,  1890,  to  November  21,  one  and  a  half  gal- 
lons of  water  were  poured  upon  the  surface  each  week.  This 
is  a  little  more  than  the  average  weekly  rainfall  upon  such 
a  surface.  The  changes  that  occurred  in  the  etHuent  from 
month  to  month  are  presented  in  the  following  table  of 
monthly  averages  of  analyses  of  the  etHuent :  — 
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The  chloriDe  iocreased  in  four  months  from  0.23  parts  — 
which  WHS  that  of  the  water  going  through  the  lower  five 
feet  before  the  ciircasa  was  buried  — to  9.21  parts  ;  and  then 
gradually  decreased  iu  seven  months  to  1.49  parts  per 
100,000  of  the  water  coming  through. 

The  nitrates  were  no  higher  than  the  water  applied,  for 
six  months ;  that  is,  in  this  time  there  was  no  nitrification, 
but  in  the  next  two  months  the  nitrates  increased  to  0.8500 
parts,  and  then  gradually  felt  in  three  months  to  0.0925 
parts.  It  may  be  that  this  small  amount  of  nitri6cation  took 
place  in  the  lower  layers  of  the  tank  where  air  was  received 
from  the  outlet.  In  future  the  outlet  will  be  trapped  so 
that  no  air  can  enter  there,  to  determine  whether  air  |>er- 
meates  this  material  from  the  surface  to  sufficient  depth  to 
produce  nitrification  of  organic  matter  six  feet  below  the 
surface. 

The  nitrites  increased  with  the  nitrates  to  0.1850  parts, 
and  decreased  to  0.0082  parts  in  November. 

The  free  ammnniu  was  low  and  nearly  constant,  at  about 
0.0034  parte,  for  six  months,  and  then  increased  at  a  very 
rapid  rate  in  the  remaining  five  months  to  26.6250  parts,  in 
November. 

The  albuminoid  ammonia  increased  but  little  for  seven 
months,  and  then  slowly  for  two  months ;  after  which  it 
increased  very  rapidly,  and  for  November  averaged  2,8000 
parts  per  100,000. 

The  odor  of  the  effluent  grew  very  strong  and  ofiensive 
through  April,  May  and  June,  and  was  the  most  nauseating 
the  first  week  in  July,  since  which  it  has  decreased  much, 
but  is  still  strong. 

Filter  Tank^  .Yo.  26  to  -Vo.  31. 

These  six  tin  tanks  are  smaller  than  the  iron  tanks,  being 
but  2.95  feet  deep  and  1.41  feet  in  diameter.  Each  is  filled 
with  filtering  material  to  the  depth  of  2.5  feet,  which,  with 
the  0.25  foot  of  gravel  at  the  bottom,  makes  a  total  depth 
of  2.75  feet. 

Tanks  No.  2ti  aud  No.  29  were  filled  with  washed  gravel- 
stones  that  would  not  go  through  a  sieve  having  meshea 
five-eighths  of  an  inch  square. 
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TMiika  Nos.  27  and  30  were  filled  2.5  feet  deep  with  aand 
like  ibiit  of  Tank  No.  1,  and  Tanks  Nos.  -28  and  31  were 
tilled  to  the  same  depth  with  a.  finer  sand  like  that  of  Tunk 
No.  19. 

The  first  named  in  each  of  these  couples  was  first  treated 
with  sewage  on  April  1,  1890,  when  nitrification  was  active 
in  all  of  the  old  tanks  ;  and  the  second  of  eiich  couple  was 
first  treated  with  sewage  on  May  27,  after  each  of  the  first 
set  had  been  rapidly  nitrifying  for  two  weeks.  The  object 
was  to  determine  upon  what  the  beginning  of  nitrification 
depended,  —  whether  temperature,  season  of  the  year,  or 
quantity  of  stored  nitrogen. 

When  the  first  aeries  was  started,  April  2,  Tank  No  3a, 
which  was  started  in  January,  had  l>een  increasing  in  nitrates 
for  two  weeks,  having  begun  when  its  temperature  was  at 
38°  Fah,  This  is  within  two  degrees  of  the  temperature 
when  all  of  our  tanks,  started  in  the  winter,  have  liegun  to 
nitrify.  The  temperature  of  the  elfliient  of  this  series  was 
46°  at  the  stnrt,  but  the  nitrates  did  not  iucreuse  until  three 
or  four  weeks  later,  when  the  temperature  was  53°. 

This  delay  in  nitrification  was  not,  then,  on  account  of  the 
low  temperature,  nor  was  it  entirely  due  to  the  season  of 
the  year ;  for  No.  3a,  beginning  to  nitrify  in  March,  had 
nitrates  1.0  part  in  100,000  ten  days  to  two  weeks  before 
this  series ;  and  Tanks  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  6  and  7  were  increasing 
rapidly  in  nitrates  before  this  series  commenced. 

There  appears  to  be  required  at  this  very  favorable  season 
of  the  year  for  nitrification,  with  temperatures  of  effluent 
of  about  53°,  the  accumulation  of  nitrogenous  matter  in  the 
filter,  or,  it  may  be,  an  accumulation  of  nitrifying  bac- 
teria throughout  the  filter,  before  nitrification  begins  to 
increase. 

In  both  series  nitrification  began  a  little  earlier  in  the 
filter  of  No.  1  sand  than  in  that  of  the  finer  sand,  and  Id 
this  a  very  little  earlier  than  with  the  gravel.  The  latter 
bad  in  each  case  been  washed,  and  possibly  the  conditions 
within  the  material  modified  thereby. 

Comparing  the  results  obtained  with  the  two  series,  the 
latter  member  of  each  couple  starting  eight  weeks  after  the 


former,  we  have  the  following;  data  in  each,  up  lo  the  time 
when  nitrates  began  to  increase  rapidly  :  — 
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■  We  see  that  in  the  latter  series,  with  the  femperature  of 
the  effluent  at  fi3°,  the  number  of  days  after  sewage  was  first 
applied  was  between  one-half  and  one-third  as  many,  and 
the  niuonnt  of  nitrogen  stored  was  between  one-half  and  one- 
third  as  nmcb,  as  in  the  former  series,  when  the  temperature 
was  53'^. 

In  both  cases,  and  in  all  other  cases,  wo  have  found  that 
Bome  stored  nitrogen  is  necessary,  before  nitrification  begins 
to  be  active  ;  and  that  the  amount  required  is  less  in  warm 
weather  than  in  cold.  It  may  be  that  the  warmer  season  is 
also  more  favorable  for  the  accumulation  of  nitrifying 
bacteria.  When  the  conditions  tor  high  nitrification  are 
established,  we  have  found  the  nitrification  continues  as 
complete  through  the  cold  season  as  at  other  times  in  the 
year,  except  in  the  months  when  vegetation  grows  most 
rapidly,  and  nitrification  is  exceptionally  high. 

After  nitrification  was  well  estJiblisbed  in  these  two  seta 
of  tanks,  —  which  in  the  first  set  was  in  the  middle  of  May, 
and  in  the  second  the  middle  of  June,  —  some  time  was 
required  for  the  removal  of  organic  matter  before  they 
reached  an  established  condition  of  purification. 

In  the  tanks  filled  with  gravel,  the  sum  of  ammonias  in 
the  ellluent  of  No.  2f>  in  Juno  was  2  per  cent,  of  those  in  the 
sewage,  and  in  July  the  sum  of  ammuniaH  of  lioih  No  26 
and  No.  29  were  but  one  and  <tne-quarter  per  cent,  of  ihose 
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of  the  sewage.    Up  to  this  time  the  amount  of  sewage  filtered 

daily  was  at  the  nite  of  10,000  gallons  per  acre- 
After  July  24,  the  quantity  tillered  was  20,000  gallons  per 

acre  per  day,  applied  in  nine  hourly  portions. 

The   average   results   in   the   month  of  August  were   iis 

followB :  — 
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This  quality  of  effluent  cnntinned  nearly  the  same  through 
September,  with  the  exception  of  an  increase  in  albuminoid 
ammonia  of  No.  26.  In  October  and  November  the  results 
were  not  so  good ;  but,  with  a  continuance  of  20,000 
gallons  of  sewage  per  acre  per  day,  these  filters  of  gravel- 
atones  only  two  feet  and  nine  inches  deep,  without  having 
the  surface  disturbed  for  eight  and  seven  months,  gave 
effluents  containing  only  four  and  three  per  cent,  of  the 
organic  matter  of  the  sewage,  as  shown  by  the  sum  of 
ammonias. 

Tanks  No.  27  and  No.  30,  of  sand  like  No  1,2.5  feet  deep, 
came  into  a  condition  of  reasonable  purification  in  two  weeks 
and  one  week  respectively,  after  reaching  the  most  active 
nitrification.  Then  their  efHiients  contained  about  two  and 
one  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  of  the  sewage,  as  shown 
by  the  sum  of  ammonias.  But  this  condition  was  not 
permanent,  while  the  equivalent  of  40,000  gallons  per  acre 
was  applied  at  once  on  each  of  six  days  in  the  week ; 
and  in  the  third  week  in  July  the  sum  of  ammonias  of  the 
effluent  amounted  to  near  thirty  per  cent,  of  those  of  the 
sewage;  but,  by  changing  the  method  of  application  of  the 
sewage  to  the  equivalent  of  10.000  gallons  four  times  a  day, 
—  on  July  24,  —  the  quality  of  the  effluent  was  immediately 
impKived,  and  through  August  and  September  we  have  the 
following  excellent  results  :  — 
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This  was  a  remarkably  good  result  for  40,000  galloDS  a 
day  filtering  through  a  depth  of  2.5  I'eet  of  course  sand. 
More  than  99  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter,  and  a  still 
larger  fraction  of  the  bacteria,  were  removed  by  the  proceaB 
of  nitrification. 

In  Octoher  the  result  was  not  quite  so  good,  as  some 
sewage  remained  on  the  surface;  but,  upon  raking  over  the 
surface  once  a  week,  the  efHuents  again  improved  to  the  con- 
dition of  August  and  September. 

Tanks  No.  28  and  No,  31,  of  finer  sand,  2  5  feet  deep, 
filtering  at  the  rate  of  40,000  gallons  per  acre  per  day  for 
six  days  in  the  week,  purified  in  July  to  the  extent  of 
removing  9i}.3  per  cent,  of  the  sum  of  ammonias  of  the 
eewsge;  and,  after  changing  the  method  of  application  to 
four  charges  daily, —  on  July  24,  —  we  have  the  following 
average  results  for  August :  — 


For  a  short  time  in  October  the  surface  of  Tank  No.  3t 
was  continually  covered  with  sewage,  but  after  the  middle 
of  the  month  botb  tanks  had  their  surface  rukod  over  once  a 
week,  and  a  condition  similar  to  that  of  August  continues. 

It  is  evident  that  shallow  filters,  2.5  feet  deep,  require 
more  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  surface  than  those  of 
greater  depth ;    hut  the  very  complete    nitriGcation    and 
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removal  of  organic  matter  of  the  past  six  months  show  that, 
with  proper  cure,  they  may  serve  a.  very  useful  purpose. 

INTERMITTENT  FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 

The  experiments  upon  the  intermittent  liltratioo  of  water 
have  l>een  continued  siiiofher  year,  with  interesting  results. 

With  filters  of  coarse  sand,  we  have  tiltered  intermittently 
the  equivalent  of  from  200,000.000  to  300,000,000  gallons 
on  an  acre,  giving  an  entirely  colorless  and  satisfactory 
elHuent.  After  these  amounts  were  filtered,  the  effluent 
continued  to  be  much  improved,  hut  the  color  was  not 
entirely  removed,  and  grwdually  increased.  Upon  reducing 
the  quantity  daily  filtered,  and  allowing  more  air  to  enter 
the  sand,  the  color  was  reduced,  as  well  as  the  organic 
nitrogen ;  and  we  are  seeking  the  best  method  of  treatment 
by  which  the  active  life  of  such  a  filter  may  be  lengthened. 

With  filters  of  coarse  sand,  having  a  layer  of  loam,  or  fine 
sand,  we  find  the  quantity  that  will  pass  through  is  limited; 
hut,  with  300,000  gallons  a  day  per  acre  continued  for  three 
years,  we  have  entirely  satisfactory  results. 

Filter  Tank  .Vo.  S. 

This  largo  lank  in  the  tield,  filled  with  fine  gravel  and 
co&rso  and  fine  sand,  with  a  layer  of  loam  eight  inches  deep, 
having  its  upper  surface  six  inches  below  the  top  of  the 
filter,  has  continued,  through  the  year,  to  filter  1,.500  gallons 
of  city  water  applied  daily  on  six  days  of  the  week.  This  is 
the  equivalent  of  300,000  gallons  daily  per  acre  for  six  days 
in  the  week. 

This  filter  has  l:>een  filtering  city  water  constantly  for  three 
years,  giving  an  entirely  colorless  effluent.  The  total  quantity 
filtered  is  the  equivalent  of  20(5,000,000  gallons  on  iin  acre. 

The  average  analysis  of  the  effluent  for  the  year  ISi'O,  to 
the  end  of  November,  is  as  follows :  — 

Free  ammonia.  .  .  0  0007.  or  *l  percent,  ot  that  of  applied  water. 
Albunlnold  ammoniA,  0.0OS6,  or  45  per  cent,  of  that  ot  applied  water. 
Snm  of  aramonlas,  .  0.0063,  or  44  per  cent,  of  that  ot  applied  water. 
Chlorine,    .  .  0.17. 

Nitrates,  .  .  .  0.0239.  or  I3(  per  cent,  of  that  of  applied  wnWr. 
Nitrites.      .  .  0.0O00. 

Number  of  hacterla  per  cubic  centimeter,  56,  or  47  per  cent,  of  the  number 
foUDd  In  the  applied  walurj*. 


^^M 
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The  averaeo  analvsea  fur  each  month,  of  both  city  water  and  efQiM^f 

ent,  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 

I 

Monthly  Averages  of  HcsuUa  with,  Filttr  Tank  No.  8,  for  ISHO.           jH 
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The  removal  of  organic  nitrogen  in  the  last  three  montha  ia 
more  complete  than  in  the  first  three  months,  and  is  the 
same  as  in  the  corresponding  three  months  of  last  year. 

The  number  of  bacteria  in  the  etHuent,  in  all  but  one 
month,  has  averaged  six  per  cubic  centimeter;  and  it  is 
probable  that  none  came  down  through  the  tiller. 

The  effluent  has  been,  as  in  the  previous  years,  a  clear, 
bright,  colorless  spring  waler. 

Filter  Tank  No.  ISi. 

Filter  Tank  No,  18a  is  the  iron  tank  formerly  No.  18, 
which,  in  July,  1889,  was  refilled  with  coarse  and  tine  gravel- 
stones  to  the  depth  of  three  inches,  above  which  was  a  depth 
of  five  feet  of  coarse  sand  like  that  of  Tank  No.  I. 

From  August  13  to  September  17,  this  sand  was  treated 
with  one  gallon  ur  one-hiilf  a  gallon  of  water,  containing 
aluminum  sulphate  on  one  day,  and  sodium  carbonate  the 
next,  by  which  about  nine  ounces  of  alumina  was  precipi- 
tated within  the  sand  and  remained  there. 

After  Oct.  5,  1889,  no  water  was  applied  until  Jan.  29, 
1890  s  but  from  this  time  the  equivalent  of  1,000,000  gal- 
lons of  city  water  a  day,  for  six  days  in  the  week,  was 
applied  until  the  end  of  October,  1890.  The  water  was 
applied  at  hourly  intervals,  in  a  little  less  than  one  minute, 
fourteen  limes  a  day.  It  disappeared  from  the  surface 
immediately. 

The  color  of  the  applied  water  was  entirely  removed  until 
the  last  of  September. 

The  monthly  averages  of  analyses  of  the  applied  city 
water,  and  of  the  effluent,  are  contained  in  the  following 
table :  — 
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Mnnlhly  Averages  of  ScsuUi  vsUK  Filter  Tank  No.  18a.                    J 
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Dorin?  the  nine  months  we  see  that  the  nitrates  of  the  cfflnffit^H 

have  avernped  higher  than  ul'  the  applied  water  hv   14  per  rent.^^1 

althnuch  there  were  two  tndntbs.  Jnlv  and  Auffuet.  when  (Lev  wer^H 

lower.     The  most  of  the  wjiter  was,  during  the  day,  about  thre^H 

hours  iu  mssiusr  throuirh  the  sand,  and  this  time  has  hccn  sufficied^H 

for  Batistactory  nitnUcation  to  take  place,  although  not  bo  completlj^H 
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nitritication  as  with  Tank  No.  8.  The  free  ammonia  of  the 
effluent  has  lieen  6a  per  cent,  of  tliiit  of  the  applied  water, 
and  the  albuminoid  aaimonia  bus  been  reduced  to  51  per 
cent,  of  that  of  the  applied  water. 

The  great  reduction  in  the  organic  nitrogen,  aa  shown  by 
the  albuminoid  ammoniii,  and  the  conversion  of  this  into 
nitrates,  i»  the  important  step  in  purification,  and  this  wiis 
much  mure  completely  accomplished  in  the  first  tbroc  months 
than  in  those  that  follow.  In  the  tirst  three  mouths  the 
albuminoid  ammonia  of  the  water  was  reduced  from  O.OliO 
parts  to  0.0046  parts,  or  to  SH  per  cent.,  while  in  the  last 
three  months  it  was  reduced  from  0.0135  parts  to  0.0078 
parts,  or  to  58  per  cent.  It  was  evident  that,  although  this 
filter  of  very  coarse  ."and,  in  which  had  lieen  precipitated  a 
small  amount  of  alumina,  had  very  satisfactorily  filtered  the 
equivalent  of  234,000,000  galloDs  ol  water  upon  an  acre  in 
nine  months,  it  was  at  that  time  deteriorating  ;  and  the  sand 
will  now  be  subjected  to  the  precipitation,  throughout  its 
mass,  of  auother  small  amount  of  alumina,  to  determine 
whether  this  is  the  element  which  enabled  it  to  give  so  good 
results  for  so  long  a  time, 

The  Labokatory  Work. 

The  laboratory  work  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station, 
during  the  past  year,  has  consisted  mainly  of  the  examinn- 
tton  of  about  two  thousand  samples  of  sewage,  water  and 
sand.  A  new  laboratory  building,  completed  in  July,  gives 
greatly  improved  facilities  for  work,  and  includes  a  well- 
equipped  biological  department. 

During  the  j'ear  a  few  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
methods  of  analysis,  the  must  important  of  which  are  a 
greatly  improved  method  of  determining  nitrates,  and  a  more 
delicate  method  of  measuring  colors.  The  systematic  deter- 
mination of  loss  on  ignition  haw  been  discontinued,  and  the 
determination  of  oxygen  consumed  from  potassium  perman- 
ganate has  been  adopted,  a  long  series  of  experiments,  given 
in  the  report  now  being  published,  having  shown  that  the  loss 
on  ignition  gives  much  too  high  results  for  organic  matter,  in 
presence  of  the  high  nitrates  of  our  efiluents,  even  when 
made  with  the  use  of  sodium  carbonate,  and  making  deduc- 
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tion  of  the  amount  that  the  salts  present  would  lose  if  quite 
free  from  organic  matter.  Thii^  additional  loss  is  due  to  the 
fact  that,  in  'turning,  the  orgnnic  matter  takes  a  portion  of 
the  oxygen,  necessary  for  its  combustion,  from  the  nitrates 
present,  reducing  them  to  nitrites  and  carbonates.  The 
loss  in  weight  thus  includes,  with  the  organic  matter,  the 
weight  of  a  large  portion  of  the  oxygen  required  for  its 
combustion. 

The  oxygen  consumed  shows  the  relative  quuntilies  of 
oxidizable  organic  matter,  but  not  its  total  amount.  The 
comparative  results  are  most  satisfactory,  being  far  more 
regular  than  the  loss  on  ignition,  and  in  general  unaffected 
by  the  presence  of  large  quantities  of  mineral  m;itler. 

By  the  aid  of  the  new  nitrate  process,  it  has  been  found 
that  there  is  no  loss  of  nitrogen  by  the  nttrilicntion  of  an 
ammonia  solution  applied  to  sand ;  and  very  little,  if  any, 
loss  in  the  presence  of  a  large  amount  of  common  salt.  In 
the  presence  of  sugar,  however,  there  is  a  considerable 
I>ercentagc  of  nitrogen  unaccounted  for,  probably  given  off 
as  free  nitrogen ;  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  presence 
of  carbonaceous  substances,  more  or  less  simdar  to  sugar, 
causes  the  loss  of  nitrogen  which  has  been  observed  to 
sewage  filtration. 

The  Biological  Work. 

The  biological  work  of  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  has 
been  steadily  continued  throughout  the  year.  A  systomatio 
and  extended  examination  of  the  ice  supplies  of  the  Common- 
wealth was  concluded  early  in  the  year,  and  forms  a  portion 
of  a  a|)ccial  report  to  the  last  Legislature. 

During  the  summer  of  1890  an  investigation  of  the  public 
wells  of  Massachusetts  was  undertaken,  and  many  important 
facts  were  brought  to  light ;  but.  for  the  full  understanding 
and  final  sanitary  interpretation  of  the  results  already 
obtained,  it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  the  work  for  at 
least  another  year. 

Sjwcial  studies  of  the  micro-organisms  of  sewage  have 
been  made  during  the  year,  and,  in  part,  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful conclusion.  As  a  result,  a  number  of  important  but 
hitherto  obscure  organisms  have  been  fully  studied,  classified 
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and  photographed  Our  knowledge  of  the  true  nature  of 
sewage  hfls  thus  been  advimced,  and  a  step  taken  which  is 
important  and  necessary  in  making  much-dcaired  investiga* 
tions  upon  the  relations  of  disease  germs  to  sewage, 

The  necessary  preliminary  steps  have  also  t»een  taken  for 
a  thorough  examination  of  the  behavior  of  the  germ  of 
typhoid  fever  in  sewage  and  in  drinking  waters ;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  during  the  coming  year  highly  important  practical 
conclusions  may  be  arrived  at  in  this  very  important  subject. 

By  the  work  of  the  past  year  new  light  has  been  thrown, 
also,  upon  the  question  of  sewage  purification,  and  the 
disposal  of  organic  waste  materials  by  soils  and  waters,  in 
an  elaborate  series  of  experiments  continued  ^ince  the 
autumn  of  \8iiii  by  the  biologists  and  chemists  of  the  Board. 
It  has  long  been  known  that  micro-organisms  are  the 
indispensable  agents  of  this  process  of  nitrification  ;  but  it  is 
only  within  the  year  that  a  more  intimate  and  specific 
knowledge  of  these  organisms  and  the  conditions  of  thei^ 
activity  have  been  obtained.  During  189(1,  however,  a 
single  worker  in  France  and  two  in  England  have  announced 
great  advances  in  this  direction.  Almost  simultaneously 
the  experts  of  the  Board  arrived  at  confirmatory  results,  the 
first  of  the  kind  obtained,  as  yet,  in  America.  These  results 
are  presented  in  Part  II.  of  Report  on  Water  Supply  and 
Sewerage,  just  issuing  from  the  press. 

Recommendations. 

There  are  many  questions  concerning  the  periodical  recur- 
rence of  disagreeable  tastes  and  odors  in  some  of  the  public 
drinking  supplies  of  the  State,  and  the  effects  of  droughts 
and  long-continued  covering  by  ice  of  ponds  and  rivers, 
somewhat  polluted  by  sewage,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Board,  should  be  carefully  studied  in  continuation  of  tb© 
work  already  accompli3h,ed. 

The  Board  recommends  the  continuance  of  experimenta 
upon  intermittent  filtration  of  surface  waters  and  of  sewage  ; 
the  continuance  of  the  work  already  commenced  upon  wella 
used  by  the  public ;  and  the  investigation  of  the  character 
of  some  of  the  spring  waters  that  are  sold  in  many  of  the 
cities. 
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For  these  purposes,  and  to  make  the  necessary  investiga- 
tions in  order  to  advise  cities,  towns,  corporations  and 
individuals  in  regard  to  the  best  method  of  assuring  the 
purity  of  intended  or  existing  water  supplies,  and  the  best 
method  of  disposing  of  sewage,  and  to  carry  out  the  other 
provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  the  Board 
estimates  that  the  sum  of  $27,000  will  be  required. 

HENRY  P.    WALCOTT, 
JULIUS   H.   APPLETON, 
ELIJAH  U.   JONES, 
JOSEPH   W.   HASTINGS, 
HIRAM   F.   AIILLS, 
FRANK   W.   DRAPER, 
JOHN  M.   RAYMOND, 

State  Board  of  Health, 


EXAMINATIONS  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

AND  RIVERS. 


WATER    SUPPLIES. 


EXAMINATION  OF  AYATKR  SUPPLIES. 


Pa 

I 


EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 

The  following  tabulation,  giving  chemionl  and  biological  exnminiitions  of  many 

'  the  soareea  of  water  supply  in  the  State  and  a  description  of  works  completed 

the  latter  part  of  1889  nnd  in  IS'M,  is  a  continuation  of  a  similar  tabulation  eon- 

tainet]  in  Fart  I.  of  a  special  report  of  the  Boai-d  on  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 

published  in  1890.    An  alphabetical  arrangement  by  towns  has  been  adopted  as  in 

Part  I.  of  the  special  report. 

The  chemical  esaminations  given  ia  this  report  wore  made  in  the  same  manner 
heretofore ;  but  a  slight  change  is  made  tu  the  form  in  which  they  are  presented 
the  tables.  In  the  special  report  tho  figures  io  common  type  indicated  deter- 
bunatians  Inado  npon  the  water  as  received  in  the  laboratory;  that  is  to  say,  tfaey 
included  the  suspended  matters  and  sediment,  while  the  figures  in  heavy-faced  type 
indicated  determinations  made  on  the  water  after  it  had  been  filtered  through 
paper.  In  the  present  volume,  owing  to  the  adoption  of  uniform  rules  regarding 
the  filtration  of  the  watflr  and  tiie  re-arrangement  of  the  form  of  the  table,  this 
distinction  is  rendered  unnecessary.  All  waters  containing  suspended  matter  are 
now  filtered  before  determining  the  residue  on  evaporation,  and  an  additional  ool- 
nmn  is  provided  in  the  tables  to  show  the  albuminoid  ammonia  as  determined 
after  filtering.  This  column  is  headed  "  dissolved  albuminoid  ammonia,"  and  the 
figures  in  it  correspond  to  tliose  ui  heavy-faced  type  under  the  heading  "  albumi- 
noid ammonia"  in  the  special  reiwrt, 

Other  changes  have  been  made  by  adding  one  column  to  contain  tbe  hardness 
of  the  wat«r,  and  anotlier  the  suspended  albuminoid  ammonia  which  is  found 
to  have  inuuh  sig^ficanco  and  could  only  be  obtained  in  the  special  report 
by  subtracting  the  heavy-faced  figures  in  tbe  column  of  albuminoid  ammonia 
from  those  in  common  type. 

A  few  cases  will  be  noted  in  the  tabulated  results  in  which  one  or  more  chemi- 
cal determinations  differ  somewhat  widely  from  others  in  the  series.  Such  a  con- 
dition of  the  water  might  result  from  floods  or  other  unusual  disturl>ance  of  a 
stream,  or  from  carelessness  in  collection ;  or  an  error  may  have  been  made  in  the 
analysis.  In  such  cases  the  detennination  has  been  underlined  and  has  not  been 
included  in  the  average. 

The  color  of  waters  is  expressed  by  numbers,  which  inorease  with  the  amount 
of  color.  Water  having  a  color  of  1.0  is  a  decided  yellowish-brown  when  seen  in 
small  bulk,  as  in  a  tumbler. 

The  tables  contain  analyses  from  June  1,  1889,  to  Dec.  31,  1830,  a  period  of 
months,  which  includes  two  summers  and  autumns  and  only  one  spring. 
obrious  that  the  average  of  monthly  examinations  for  this  time  does  not 
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reprcBent  the  mean  yearly  com  position  of  the  ivator 
in  mill  J  in  making  fomimrisaus  with  former  average 
exactly  one  or  two  yeai-s  of  monthly  obaerrations. 

Iq  the  mici'oscopii'al  examination  of  the  waters  a  marked  uhangii  haa  been  mad 
In  fact  there  lias  licen  fi'om  time  to  time  a  decided  advance  in  the  accuracy  of  t' 
methods  employed  for  determining  quantitatively  tlie  number  of  organisms  o 
toined  in  the  water. 

The  regular  microscopical  examination  of  all  sample?  of  water  received  at  tl 
laboratory  was  he^^im  in  March,  1888.  At  that  time  two  hundred  cubic  oeo^ 
meters  of  water  were  filtered  through  cloth,  using  the  method  described  on 
581  and  i>82  of  Pan  1.  of  the  special  report.  The  dilTerent  genera  were  dete 
and  their  relative  abundance  was  ascertained  approximately  and  indicated  by  tl 
adJecIiTes  "  few,"  '*  several,"  "  abundant,"  and  "  very  abundant." 

After  Jutie  5,  1888,  although  the  same  method  of  filtration  was  used  g 
CAi-e  was  taken  to  determine  the  number  of  organisms  of  each  kind  removed  fi 
the  two  hundred  culiic  centimeters  of  water,  and  the  results  were  recoi'dAd  Ij 
figures  showing;  the  number  found.  The  method  of  filtration  adopted  was  i 
tive  in  that  it  did  not  pemut  all  of  tlie  organisms  contained  in  the  water  to  1 
transferred  to  the  slide  of  the  microscope  for  examination,  and  the  figures  4 
not,  therefore,  represent  mure  than  a  part  of  the  total  number  of  or^nisms  li 
two  hundred  cubic  centimeters  of  water.  This  method  was  usud  until  June  1 
1889,  and  cunsequeiitly  applies  to  all  microscopical  examinations  recorded  ii 
I.  of  tlie  special  report. 

The  resulla  tabulated  In  the  present  volume  have  been  obtained  in  all  cases  It 
filtering  the  water  through  sand,    Two  methods  have  been  used.    The  first  n 
adopted  on  Jime  1,1889,  and  was  used  without  material  change  until  Nov.  6, 1894 
when  an  important  improvement  was  made  by  which  a  much  larger  propc 
tion  of  the  organisms  could  be  counted.    Both  of  these  sand  methods  are  t 
described  in  Part  tl.  of  the  special  report,  on  pages  80fi-8]l.    The 
method  is  known  as  the  Sedgwick- Rafter  method. 

It  will  bo  seen  from  the  above  statements  that  three  methods  in  all  have  1: 
employed  in  wJiich  the  number  of  organisms  observed  is  expressed  in  figures,  b 
that  these  figures  represent  a  different  proportion  of  the  whole  number  of  OTg 
isms  contained  in  the  water.    It  would  be  desirable  to  indicate  the  proporti 
number  obtaineil  by  each  method ;  but  this  cannot  be  done  with  accuracy,  I 
on  account  of  tlie  great  variation  in  the  results  obtained  from  time  to  time  by  S 
first  two  methods. 

It  may  be  said  in  a  general  way  that  the  number  of  ort^anisms  observed  byQ 
original  sand  metho^l  is  several  times  that  observed  by  liie  cloth  method ;  and  Q 
the  number  observed  by  the  Sedgwick-Rafter  method  is  also  several  times  (probs 
from  tH'o  to  four  times)  thatobserved  by  the  original  sand  method.    Tlie  ii 
ment  in  methods  has  resulted  not  only  in  an  increase  in  the  total  number  tl 
organisms  found  in  a  given  water,  but  also  in  the  number  of  genera. 

Some  changes  have  also  been  mode  in  the  classification  of  the  <: 
The  plants  which  were  in  Part  I.  divided  into  three  groups,  as  Cyanop) 
other  Alga?  and  Fungi,  arc  in  this  volume  clnssilied  in  four  groujis,  namalyl 
Uialomaceie,  Oyanophycew,  AlgK  and  Fungi.     The  animals  which  i 
divided  into  groups  in  Part  I.  are  in  this  reimrt  grouped  as  Rhleopods,  Ii 
Vermes,  Crustacea  and  Porifera. 
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The  results  are  published  in  the  present  volume  in  much  greater  detail  than 
before.  The  names  of  the  different  genera  in  each  group  are  given  with  the 
numbers  of  each,  except  when  they  were  present  only  in  very  small  numbers. 
It  is  not  feasible  to  make  a  single  rule  regarding  omissions  to  apply  to  all  cases, 
because  it  is  desirable  to  include  smaller  numbers  of  animals  than  of  plants,  and 
of  the  larger  animals  than  of  animals  generally ;  moreover,  tlrere  are  exceptional 
cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  indicate  the  presence  of  even  small  numbers  of  the 
more  important  plants  or  animals.  Two  general  rules,  however,  have  been 
adopted  as  to  the  results  to  be  printed,  as  follows :  — 

1.  All  genera  of  plants  to  be  included  in  which  the  number  observed  in  nineteen 
months  aggi-egates  9.5  per  cubic  centimeter  or  more ;  that  is  to  say,  more  than  an 
average  of  0.5  per  month. 

2.  All  genera  of  animals  to  be  included  in  which  the  number  observed  in  nine- 
teen months  aggregates  2.5  per  cubic  centimeter  or  more. 

The  larger  animals,  such  as  the  larger  genera  of  Crustacea,  are  included  even 
when  present  only  in  very  small  numbers. 

Fractions  are  omitted  from  the  table,  the  nearest  whole  number  of  organisms 
per  cubic  centimeter  being  given.  Where  the  number  is  0.5  or  less,  the  fact  that 
the  organism  was  present  is  indicated  by  the  abbreviation  pr. 
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EXAMINATION  OF  WATEK  SUPPLIES. 


Water  Supply  of  Adams. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Bassett  Brook  Storage  Beservoir,  Adams 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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Very  alight.  None. 
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2.90 

.0000    .0040 

j 

.10 

.0350    .0000 

<             1 

1 

1.0 

Odor,  none. The  sample  was  collected  from  a  faucet  in  the  town. 


Microscopical  Examination, 

Diatomacete,  ^«f€Hone//a,  2;  Sj/nedra,pr,    Algeo,  Chlorococcu8t4',   Cloiterium,  pr.    Total  orgai^ 
ismst  7. 

Water  Supply  of  Andover. 

Description  of  Works.  —  Population  in  1890,  6,142.  The  works 
are  owned  by  the  town.  Water  was  introduced  in  March,  1890. 
The  amount  of  water  used  near  the  end  of  the  year  was  about 
150,000  gallons  per  day.  The  source  of  supply  is  Raggett's  Pond 
in  Andover,  about  three  miles  west  of  the  village.  The  area  of 
this  pond  is  about  160  acres.  Its  drainage  area  of  about  2.4  square 
miles  is  gcnemlly  sandy,  and  contains  a  veiy  small  population. 
There  are  two  picnic  groves  on  the  shores  of  the  pond.  Water  is 
pumped  from  the  pond  to  a  distributing  reservoir  located  south-east 
of  and  near  the  village.  This  reservoir  is  circular  in  shape,  110 
feet  in  diameter  at  the  bottom  and  149  feet  in  diameter  at  high- 
water  level.  Its  depth  at  high  water  is  13  feet  and  its  -capacity 
1,290,000  gallons.  The  bottom  of  the  resei*voir  is  covered  with  a 
six-inch  layer  of  cement  concrete,  and  the  sides  are  protected  by 
granite  block  paving  laid  on  a  bedding  of  broken  stone.  Distrib- 
uting mains  are  of  cast  iron.     Service  pipes  are  of  lead. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  BaggeWs  Pond,  Andover. 

[P»n«iwrioD.ooe.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

■  So.mw.  D\unmmcea:.Mt/o»lra,i:  Syinlra,  j,r.  Cyoojttjctm.Anabma.V;  Ap^anorapt 
aroicaixni,  !.'>.  AJhoi,  Clilorococcii;  f..  Ithlio|>oda,  Dlfiugla,  pr.  Infnaarla,  Cllialtit  tnfutor. 
pr.    TolBl  orginifOH,  llfi. 

AVater  Supply  of  Arlixoton. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Storage  Beservoir,  Arlington. 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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Chemical  Exmnination  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  Arlington. 
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ASHBURNIIAM. 

ASIIBURNHA^I. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Walerfrovi  Upper  Naukcag  Pond  in.  Ashburnham. 

[PartB  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. The  samples  were  collected  from  the  pond ;   No.  0378  about  1  foot  below  the 

surface;  No.  6379  about  15  feet  below  the  surface. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

No.  6378.  Diatomaceo*,  Aftterionella ^  4;  Tabellnria^  4.  Algas,  Chlorococcuit  A\  SUiurastrumt  pr. 
Infusoria,  i>/no6ryon,  pr.;  /Vri(/»;(ium,  8;  Trttchelomonaa,  j^r.    Total  organisms,  20. 

No.  6379.  Diatomaceop,  AsterionfUa,  2;  TabtUariat  pr.  CyanophycenD,  Anabtxnn^  pr.  Algie, 
ChlorococatStQ't  OdaBtrum^  pr.;  Patidoriua,  pr.  Infusoria,  2>ino2>r^on,  1;  /'erirfmiuw,  pr.  Vermes, 
Anurea,  pr.    Crustacea,  CyclopB^  pr.    Total  organisms,  11. 


Water  Supply  of  Attleborough  Fire  District, 

Attleborouoh. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Attleborough  Water  Works. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. Sample  No.  5982  was  collected  from  the  large  well;  sample  No.  59SS  from  a  tubular 

well  sunk  in  the  bottom  of  the  largo  well. 

Microscopical  Examination. 

No.  59S2.    Fungi,  Crfnothrlx^  10. 
No.  59S3.    No  organisms. 

Water  Supply  of  Avon. 

Description  of  Works,  — Population  in  1890,  1,384.  The  works 
are  owned  by  the  town.  Water  was  introduced  early  in  1890  and 
in  December  of  that  year  there  were  127  water  takers.     The  source 
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AVOX. 

of  supply  is  a  large  well  20  feet  in  diameter  and  22  feet  in  depth, 
located  about  15  feet  from  Porter's  Spring  near  the  centre  of  the 
town  and  just  south  of  the  village.  The  well  is  lined,  down  to  within 
6  feet  of  the  bottom,  with  a  brick  wall,  12  inches  in  thickness  laid 
in  cement.  The  lower  portion  is  lined  with  a  heavy  rubble  wall  laid 
dry.  The  well  is  covered  to  exclude  the  light.  Water  is  pumped 
from  the  well  to  an  open  iron  tank  20  feet  in  diameter  and  90  feet 
in  height.  Distributing  mains  are  of  cast  iron.  Service  pipes  are 
pf  wrought  iron  lined  with  cement. 

Water  Supply  of  Ayer. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Ayer  Water  Works* 

IParts  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. Sample  No.  6526  wah  collected  from  a  faucet  at  the  pumping  station,  while  pump- 
ing; No.  6528  from  a  faucet  at  the  store  of  J.  R.  Gray,  about  midway  between  the  pumping  station 
and  the  reservoir. 

Microscopical  Exami?iaiion, 

No.  6526.    Fungi,  Crnnothrix,  1.    Infusoria,  PfHdiniumt  1.    Total  organisms,  2. 
No.  6528.    No  organisms. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Distributing  Reservoir  of  the  Ayer 

Water  Works. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. The  (>ample  was  collected  from  the  reservoir,  which  had  been  cleaned  and  re-fllled 

Sept.  10,  1890.    Previous  to  being  cleaned,  the  reservoir  had  given  trouble  on  account  of  an  excessive 
growth  of  organiHins. 

Microscopical  Examination, 

A\gtd,  Chlorococcii9f2;  Sc€nfde8inu9,  A.    Infusoria,  P^r/iZ/n/rtm,  4.    Total  organism     10. 
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"Water  Supplt  of  Boston. 

SuDUURV  River  Sl'pply. —  Chemical  Examination  of  Whler  from  Cold  Spring 
Brook,  at  Head  of  Reservoir  Xo.  4,  in  Askland. 
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BOSTON. 

Mieroseopieal  Examination. 

[Number  ol  orguliiu  par  enblo  ceoUmater.] 
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ScuBURY  River  ScrrLV.  —  CAcmica/  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Reservoir 
No.  4,  in  Ashlaitd,  collected  one  foot  be»eatA  the  surface. 

[part*  per  100,000.] 
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B03T0X. 

JUicroseopicat  ExaviincUion  —  Concluded. 
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SL'i>BfRr  River  Supply.  — Chemieat  Examinaiion  of  Water  fr»m  Reservoir 
No.  4,  in  Ashland,  collected  twenty  feet  beneath  the  iuTfaot. 
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Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[Number  of  organiBins  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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Day  of  exumiuation, 
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Mieroacopical  Examintion — Concluded. 


I8». 

IN.. 

Jdnr,    Jul).,     Aw.  ,  Npl. 

Oet.  1  Sar.     Dm. 

j.„.  1  r,b.  1  iu. 

AJgBB,  .           .".".'"''.          .           . 

IS 

II 

J 

t 

H 

-          t 

i 

0 

1 

cTmiX^™'":    :    :    :    : 

'S 

" 

a 

4 

pr. 

fi 

'a 

3 

I 

Fmiffl.    Cwnothtli,         .       .        . 

" 

a 

t 

pr. 

I 

pr. 

t 

0 

t 

ANIMALS. 

1 

1 

BblzOpOda.    AoUuophryt,   . 

t 

D  '       0 

1 

« 

' 

■i  ■ 

0 

SI    : 

Total  OaoiHiBm,    . 

33 

«|      «,      « 

"1    - 

.,      V       0^      „ 

■  SM. 

AprlL. 

M.y.  1  June.  1  Jnlj. 

Ang. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

....   '    D«. 

a 

2 

^1         J 

• 

8 

! 

, 

s 

SnmbirofHniple 

«3I 

GBZ* 

0023     aiu 

B34e 

«H 

8SM 

«n 

OTW 

ri.AN-T8. 

1 

1 

Ml      M         91 

14) 

4) 

D1 

' 

34 

Kii"'*™"'  ■     ■     ;     ■     ■ 

K>v[cula'.      .'!!!! 

B-pliWhim 

SvncdrB 

TabelUrIn 

1 

0       P'-l      « 
's        11  i       0 

P^ 

fl 

.; 

" 

£0 

i 

0 

0            0            B 

" 

" 

M 

o;      0 

Aia» 

4 

13          S  1       11 

113 

« 

IS          0  ^        . 

Cloii™™!'''      '.'.'.'. 

I 

n            3 

1.1 

Ml 

3: 

11  '        .1        . 

Fungi.    Crenoihrli,     .      .      . 

t 

ti!     1 

. 

1 

t 

•l       'l       ■ 

AXIUALS. 

BUaopOda.    Acliuaptirr>. 

0 

a'      0        D 

9 

t 

0 

0            0 

InftiBorlft, 

IS 

3           81         0 

t 

I 

■ 

0            4 

DInoliryon 

P^rtdlnium 

^ 

: 

' 

s 

t 

J 

; 

ToTu.  OnnAXima, 


88  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Pub.  Doc. 

BOSTON-. 

ScDBUHT  River  Supply  —  Chetnieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Stony  Brook, 
at  Upper  End  of  Bestrvoir  No.  3,  in  Soulhborough. 

[PsrU  per  100,000.] 


..,.„, 

»™„.... 

K' 

r- 

A»N<.».. 

^ 

.h™.^ 

1 

i 

f 

j 

i 

1 

1 

1 

j 

1 

4 
r 

1 

1 

I 

1 

65W 

Jul)-    1 
Ayg.  6 
Sb|>1.  3 

1. : 

Feb.    3 
Apr.    1 

u«r  1 

July    I 

Bepl.  2 
Ocl.    1 
Nov.   a 

July    2 

S^pl.  4 
Ocl.    3 

D«.    3 

Z.  , 

Uar.   4 

Apr.   J 
M.y    3 

J««  3I 
July    2I 

ooi.   a' 
K„,  .j 

Sllgh. 
SIlEhl 

v..ri 

V-.l'l 
Blight 

L" 

milky' 
DUft, 

-""■ 

V.il'l. 

siigtu. 

V.il'l 

DIMl. 

Blight 

V.irt. 
V.m't. 

Bllgbi. 

SIlBhl 

Con.. 
Blight 
Blight 

V..l't 

eugbt 

V..!-t 

Bllgbi 
Con.. 
Bllghl. 
BUgbL 

Slight 

v.iri. 

1 
1 

0 

w 

80 
M 

ao 

M 

20 

: 

to 

a 

SO 

2.M 

'.MSI 
'm39 

.(WIS 

■"" 

.oais 
.ooii 

:1 

.003(1 
.0OS2 

.oftsa 
.oow 

.US;: 

.(19)4 

-oau 
mtA 

oiw 

■MM 

«S4 

DM 

OlM 

tm 

oioi 

MOfl 

.0030 
.00« 

00,11 

OMD 
»4fl 

Ml  9 

.8S 
.83 
.41 

.i\ 

.37 
,3« 

.« 

.M 
.T3 

■;; 

.0200 

.0160 
-MtO 

0380 
.030* 
OSM 

.0100 
.0300 

■oeoa 

.OOM 
.*J03 

o«oi 

O0(» 
OODI 

am 

OMU 

(Mail 

ooot 

ooot 
ooot 

OMU 

1.1 

Av. 

i 

^ 

[ 

"  1 

bdo» 

■dor,  TOgt 

labk,   ID 

veltcH 

rvolt^ 

; 

3. 

he 

Je 

pi«. 

ouefw 

i«i« 

then 

at™ 

fr 

■Rro 

")ll.  Bb 

out» 

l«l 

No.  34.]       WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE.  89 

BOSTON". 


MicroKopical  Examinalion. 

isw. 

IMO. 

JiinQ.   Julr-  1  ABjt  '  !l.irt.     Oel.     Kov.  1  iltc. 

..n.!F.b.     M«. 

to 

2 

« 

T 

3 

z'-      *        i 

6 

Jtomber  ol  umple 

«■:* 

«os 

501«    M3T 

KIS           -     63MI       M89      SMI 

*:33 

PI,AST3. 

Dlatomacera,        .... 

0 

37 

t          1 

t 

-         0        »         B 

B 

I>L.uo,n., 

If  cl»lni 

S.%1S:::   :    ;    :    : 

MtiFhlo, 

! 

i5 

-       pi.         10          « 

'"o 

3 

Alffee.    CtalorocDccui, 

1 

« 

p,.    1 

a 

-          0                   pr. 

pr. 

Punal.    Cwnotbrii. 

0 

11 

14      r 

n 

3                      I 

s 

ANIMALS. 

1      1 

BblSOpOda.    AcUaophrri,    . 

0 

pf. 

D 

D 

D 

II 

inftworia, 

t 

t 

s 

B 

o;    „.l      D 

1 

MoiSi''""!'  :    ■    '    :    " 

I 

2 

t 

0 

^'i 

TlKbo!01110nii»,        .... 

" 

" 

" 

0.     pr.|       0 

" 

"'"»...> 

■ 

'* 

« 

,. 

IT 

-|    '1    "1    • 

,. 

I  Sept.  I  0 


2 

s 

4 

• 

S 

4 

1 

NoKibcraruinple 

una 

iB30 

eon 

«1&3 

«M7 

SIM 

CMS 

M78 

e;o« 

I'LASTd. 

Dlatomaceae,     .... 

13 

« 

n 

H 

IM 

an 

0 

U 

40 

Meloilral 

UeHd[on 

KS;  ;    :    :    :    : 

Byncdra 

° 

23 

^J 

"o 

180 

0 

i 

18 
10 

Algta.    Chlorococcm.   . 

t 

t 

14 

13 

pr. 

a 

0 

33 

a 

a 

8 

7 

It 

« 

ia 

10 

' 

3 

ANIMALS. 

BblEOpoda.    Aclloopbrji, 

0 

0 

a 

0 

1 

g 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

10 

7 

i 

0 

0 

a 

pBridlnlimi.  '.'.'.'.'. 

j 

I 

p" 

I 

I 

I 

Total  OBSAHixae, 

IS 

.< 

» 

« 

»i 

.« 

10      «;     « 

STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Pub.  Doca 


—  Chemical   Elimination    of    IVtUcr  fro 
-Vo.  3,  in  Framiiightm. 


Dim  OF 

^ 

»„..,..     1 

^ 

.......  j  J 

1 

1 

j! 

j 

: 

, 

1 

li 

1 

Albiiininoia,       1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ii: 

1 

(sgt 

WW 
M87 

J..." 
£:! 

JllO.      1 

Fob.    3 
Msr.    S 

?£l 
».  I 

... 

Jul.    I 

W\ 

jliy   s 

Au«.   6 
Sspl,   1 
Ucl.     2 

Nov.   < 

1 

Bllgbl 

SI 

Slight 

1 

V.ill 
Slight 

Bllgbt. 
Odm. 

as 

V  "'I 

aiight 

o'.to 

0.«l 

D.ia 

:i 

.now 

!ilOI4 

ioooe 

.OOM 

.oote 

.0184 

M-i 

.0208 

ioSM 

ooaa' 

1 

I 

'.40 
.81 

.as 
'.an 

ioitM 

.oow 
.oxw 

.OMO 

.(BOO 
.MM 

.OSN 

!ulM 
.0000 

.oiin 

.OZM 

.atoa 

.OOM 

§! 

ioooi 

.0001 

.«.. 

.oao« 

.0003 

,oou 

-OOM 

.0001 

.OOM 
.OOM 

.0003  1  l.» 

•ooos    i.» 

»'■ 

..,, 

.... 

,.,. 

nmn 

n- 



Ml     '      .■> 

1 

. 



—J 

Mieroacopieal  Examinalvm. 


[Snmtm 

o.otg.nUm. 

pore 

""••• 

nLImelflr.] 

1W». 

■n*. 

Jui.r.  July. 

*iii.    ftiJi. 

«.,. 

s.,.|n«. 

j«„. 

r*. 

1 

10 

2 

« 

I 

> 

- 

^ 

« 

» 

Number  or  «mpl, 

4779 

t»M 

MIS 

"» 

«'• 

- 

MOO 

MR 

«M 

PLANTS. 

Dlfttomaceoe 

1 

1 

pr. 

ir 

n 

14 

n 

U 

AiWrlondUi 

8»nrdrii.  .         '.'.'.', 
T«b.ll.ri 

0 

pr. 
pr. 

0 

I 

0 

» 

M 

« 

IT 

t 

» 

OfRDOpbrcecD 

pr. 

1 

11 

t 

t 

D 

g 

a 

\ 

■! 

5 

^0 

; 

\ 

• 

0 

• 

0 

ChroiicDcct,. 

n 

WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Microscopical  ExaminiUion  —  CoutAudeA. 




IMU. 

■  MM. 

Jun=. 

Jiilv 

AlW. 

„ 

Oct. 

S«Y, 

Ufa. 

,-n    j  F... 

»!.,. 

PLANTS -Coo. 

1 

All» 

CtalorococcDi, 

»-p"«-. 

Pun^.    CraDatbrli, 

g 

1 
1 

1 
S 

11 

pr 
t 

0 
1 

4          D 
0          0 

ANIMALS. 

1 

BblKOpoda.    AcIlDopliryi,    . 

D 

B 

0          0 

1 ,    - 

0 

t 

" 

g 

lalUaorIa 

B 

t 

n  1     0 

H 

- 

9 

a 

s 

4< 

S"'   ■:■.■'. 

t 

0 
0 

I 

: 

1 

0 
D 

i 

a 

Porirera.    Sponfte  tplciKei.  . 

0          D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

a  J   111 

H  - 

ica  1      -  1     le       i»  i     IB  ,     n 

IM*.      . 

April. 

Maj.  ■  Jul..     Jul,,  j  Aug. 

8,pL         0.L 

Nov. 

Pec. 

ITiiniberofHiDple, 

1931 

3 

J 

«i4 

8348 

MM 

J 

W'B 

8T85 

PLA-Tl 

DlAtomacera. 

AilerioDflls, 
'nbelJaHs,    '. 

Oyanopbycese, 

AlgS,       ■       ■ 
Fusffl.    CMDothri 

a. 

a 

HI 
114 

» 
pr. 

n 

m 

113 

pr. 

H 
0 

a 

pr. 

IB 

0 

pr. 

pr. 
S 

Its 

0 

B 

4<l 

S 
B 

» 

1 
U 

a« 
3 

0 
t 

til 

iii3 

'"a 

0 
0 

B 

i 

pr. 

Bblaopoda.    AciiDapbr>-i, 

mniaorU 

IMpohryoo 

&™o»„. :    : 

Voit.eelU 

Ponr«ra.    Sponge  ■plcnloi. 

1 

0 

D 
II 
11 

0 

S          1 

0 

4 

B 

1 

1 

t 

B 

a 

pr,  1        B 

0  1         T 

0            B 

STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Pub.  Dr.. 


-  Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Farm  PonjJM 
in  Framinghain. 
IPiru  por  100,000.] 


D., 

I  or 

AP«.^«c.. 

"^■^t" 

»«..«.. 

1 

Kinooiui 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

r 

j 

1 

1 

i 

1 

{ 

sl 

i! 

m\ 

Not.   * 

Sot.    i 

r.^^ 

V.l'l 

„,„ 

_ 

_ 

.0(r» 

mm 

.OlM 

.nni« 

.T» 

.«0» 

.son 

, 

«« 

DXD.     I 

"n'i^^ 

UeVy 

o.,o 

.MIO 

.OMI 

■wn 

SJIf.^^ 

Cung. 

U.Ub 

.wsa 

.owl 

AUn 

Fob.    S 

Feb     t 

V  irt 

nna 

_ 

.0009 

0120 

IMOl 

_ 

,MIM 

Slight 

«.08 

-UUiU 

-1  — 

.«W1 

(It 

..« 

'•» 

.„^ 

otM    m-o 







Microscopical  Examination. 


i»sa. 

~^;;;r^ 

J,.™.jji.U- 

A,,«. 

«qn. 

Oct.     KOT, 

!.«. 

J(n. 

r*. 

m 

la 

B 

s 

a 

B 

- 

3 

4 

t 

'^' 

Numb.ruf.i.mi.l(! 

47M 

UIO 

KOQ 

em 

UU 

MM 

Bmi 

«w 

»» 

tm 

ri,AKT8. 

, 

pf. 

D 

0 

, 

a 

10 

« 

D 

I 

^•Icrlonsllii 

IS;»:    :   :    :    :    : 

1 

P'- 

! 

5 

1 

! 

1 

a 

a« 

0 

s 

1 

Oyfinopbyceie 

1 

3 

a 

T 

) 

1 

pr. 

a 

fl 

,'; 

AnibiFDii 

! 

P'- 

s 

t 

P.'„ 

J 

w- 

0 

No.  34.]       WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE.  93 

BOSTOX. 

Microscopical  Examination  —  Coni^Iudud. 

[S-umbar  ol  orgiuilim*  per  cubic  crnllmi'icr.] 


■  MB. 

iMa. 

June. 

July- 

Aug.    Sei>l. 

OC.. 

Jan. 

*-.,.. 

.... 

PLAST8  —  Cop. 
A1S« 

Chlorococcu. 

D 

0 
pr. 

Ht 

H 

i 

t 

D 

0 

pr. 

. 

ASIUiLS.                     * 

lTitUaon& 

IMnobryun 

Vonleilla. ' 

B 

pr. 
''o 

0 

0 

a 

pr, 

11 

0 

rs 

i\ 

Tutu.  OhojIniebb,    .       .       .  j       3         s 

"'  "l  "i  'i  ■•    » 

71 

DB 

ISM. 

AprJI 

Uty. 

j«,«. 

i«\j. 

A,,.. 

..p..;o..  l.ov.^r.c. 

2 

z 

T 

3 

< 

s 

i 

. 

a 

trumbcrcluniple 

6«I5 

BMS 

8033 

«« 

BJM 

Wl 

0516 

MM 

««. 

PLANT!!. 

US 

T? 

pr. 

1 

t 

4 

0 

t 

IM 

iSSSE'".    ;    :    :    : 

Kluuhu 

^ 

i 

i 

? 

^ 

I 

J 

'i 

Oyanopb7cen 

D 

0 

. 

4S 

O 

11 

31 

> 

D 

OlalhrocjKlli 

AphMiucp-.       .... 

: 

! 

0 

""o 

'3 

• 

3T 

; 

S 

AlB» 

1 

B 

B 

m 

4 

1      0 

0 

B 

ITolococ.ua 

1 

: 

i 

"u 

pr. 

;    ! 

0 

° 

AXIM.II.3. 

Infusoria, 

14 

11 

1 

a 

J 

1        0 

B 

0 

Ii 

IT 

a 

0 

0 

: 

I 

0 

TdTAI.  OnatHISHB,    .           .           . 

m 

« 

■ 

„■ 

«i      ,      m 

04  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [I'ub.  Do< 

BOSTOX. 

CocuiTtiATE  Stri'i'LV.  —  Cliemioi!  Examirtatiaii  of  Wider  from  Baiver  Dum  Dr<y 
in  Fratningh'tm  iiiul  Nafick: 

[P.r«  per  100,000] 


D«»(Nr 

*rr„M.o.. 

"s;r„"? 

AnoNu. 

E 

A* 

1 

i 

i 

t 

1 

, 

i 

1^ 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

nail 

Apr.    1 
Aug.  8 

Aug.  S 

A«,    S 

Apr.   » 

Ang.  fl 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  « 
Aug.  D 

DliCt. 

Sllghi 
V,.l'l 

V.il-l 

Com. 

Caoa. 
V.tl'l 

Corn. 

0.10 

9.37 

B.:o 

2.80 
t.oa 

3.06 

a.  20 

OOh'  0278 

.0018 '.owa 

.Ml«  .OlM 
.0044  .OSM 

.DIM 

z 

MM 
.09» 

.noo 
.aw 

.0200 

.mi 

.OtH 

.«aot 

.(WIS 

« 

Oilorof  N(H.tT83  nod  U«3.fatDlly  viigeUblei  of  Ibo  rcnmlnliiit  HiDpl».d<KldHlly  vegslib 
Km.  <7B2  uid  C»0  vote  oollcrUcd  from  tKo  mnnih  ef  lbs  bnuK  u  UiLI  Stmt,  n.^>r  Laks  OcNUtml 
ITo.  tSM  nuaeollecud  (rom  the  bmoli  loatli  of  W«»srlBy  Htreoi,  oppoili*  iho  ponipliiB-^iiw 
FnmlDgham  Hwem^te  tyrUm  whau  tbi  bnwk  vu  ovarflovrtng  111  binka.    E4u,  0381  wu  wllesMd  (l 

FraoilDghEiii  icvenga  •yilem  golen  the  brook.    Ko.  i|3S2  wu  sollwtcd  from'lhg  brook  Jnat  bvl 
Boilon  Jt  Albiny  fUilrgiuI,  itod  ilwut  30iJ  fset  bilDW  Ibe  cntruici  o[  lb«  (Lranm  tram  the  OBiU 
Ho.  ri3M  wu  ooLlicluil  rrnm  tba  ciiimr;  of  Bi'avsr  Dam  Brook  [an  aru  n(  Laks  Coebiluati)  « 
la  crourd  by  the  Bnitnn  £  Albany  llallroad.    No.  0389  waa  oollucted  from  tlie  eiluary  wbrre  II 
croawd  bylhu  Vianiloghaia  and  Matlek  nwd.about  400  feet  boluw  ibe  crouiag  of  Ltui  Uiiituii 
itallroud,    Foramdyiuortha  wntarof  IbeUDdiirdnilDai'o»aHtJii0Aiim. 


MiCTOtcopical  Eraminnlion. 


law. 

' 

Ju.,. 

^prU. 

Aug. 

Aiv 

A.lg. 

Aug. 

Aif. 

10 

a 

J 

« 

0383 

J 

PLASTfl. 

M"r?a"n'. ::;:;; 
St"""-:   :    :   ■   : 

pr. 

IB 

1 

0 

t 

pr^. 

l,7H 
1,79^ 

MS 

pr. 

« 

No.  34.]       WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE.  95 

BOSTOy. 

llicrotcopical  ,Examination  —  Coucluiled. 
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Microscopical  Examination — Concluded. 
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Microscopical  ExamincUioji  —  Concluded. 
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Description  of  ITor^s.— Population  in  1890,  3,720.     The  works  ■ 

are  owned  by  the  Bnidford  Water  Company.    Water  was  introduced  ■ 

in  April,  1890.     The  average  daily  consumption  in  the  summer  ot  ■ 

1890  was  about  120,000  gallons.     The  sources  of  supply  are  seven  ^| 
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wells  on  the  southerly  shore  of  Porter's  Island  in  the  Merrimack 
River,  below  Bradford  and  Haverhill,  and  one  well  on  the  Bradford 
bank  of  the  river,  opposite  the  island.  The  wells  on  the  island  are 
placed  in  a  line  about  1,000  feet  in  length,  parallel  to  the  shore  and 
distant  from  it  somewhat  more  than  100  feet.  The  three  wells 
furthest  up  stream  are  12  feet  square,  while  ull  of  the  others  are 
12  feet  hy  24  ;  each  of  tlie  wells  is  aliout  20  feet  in  depth.  Seven 
of  the  wells  are  lined  and  bmced  with  spruce  plank  and  timbers,  but 
for  the  remaining  one,  pine  was  used.  The  bottoms  of  the  wells  are 
aliont  15  feet  below  ordinary  water  in  the  river.  All  of  the  wells 
are  covered.  The  well  on  the  Bradford  shore  is  about  SO  feet  in 
depth,  the  lower  5  or  6  feet  being  in  rock.  This  well  has  been  used 
but  little,  and  its  use  has  been  discontinued.  Water  is  pumped 
from  the  wells  to  an  open  disti'ibuting  reservoir  on  a  hill  not  far 
from  the  pumping-station.  The  reser\'oir  is  126  feet  square  at 
the  top,  70  feet  square  at  the  bottom  and  14  feet  in  depth  at  high 
water.  Its  capacity  is  about  1,000,000  gallons.  There  is  also  a 
small  covered  reservoir  located  near  the  open  one,  but  at  a  some- 
what lower  level.  It  is  24  feet  iu  diameter  and  11  feet  in  depth, 
and  holds  about  40,000  gallons.  The  bottom  and  walls  are  covered 
with  cement  and  made  as  nearly  water-tight  as  possible.  About 
one-half  of  the  distributing  mains  are  of  cast  iron,  the  remainder 
being  of  wrought  iron  lined  with  cement. 

Cheiiiieal  Examinalion  of  Water  frani  the  Wed  of  the  Bradford  Water  Company. 

[PirU  por  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examinaliim  of  Killer  from  the  DUlrilmtiiKj  Bcsenoir  of  Ihi-  Sradfori^^ 
Wafer  Company.                                                    '^^ 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Satisfniry  Brook  <U  the  point  where  il 
enters  the  Storage  Reservoir, 
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MicrotoopiaU  Examination. 

[Mambar  of  atsulaiu  jx r  cubic  ceDllmatur.] 
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Microscopical  Examination  —  Continued. 


»». 

Jan. 

„. 

M„. 

April. 

M./. 

.„„.. 

™ 

,*. 

A. 

«.» 

DuyofennilDiitlai] 

ES 

IS 

in 

IB 

M 

M 

S9 

H 

Bumbei- Df  umple 

6MB 

M5T 

5791 

6BM 

m, 

B112 

a2i« 

sax 

«m 

mi 

PLANTS. 

a 

ISO 

lao 

14« 

MBS 

IB4 

«B4 

HI 

K 

117 

A«<rLonel]», 

Mrlrtnim 

SvBEdra. 

-u 

u 

t 

IBI 

16 

MS 
SB 

OW 

IM 

i 

n 

Cranophyceag 

g 

0 

, 

B 

. 

I 

i.m 

i,m 

IM 

Ml 

An»L.irnn 

CiEliMptaHtiuni 

8 

I 

I 

{ 

« 

! 

■■™ 

"■1 

6 
18 
S 

33 
330 
U 

AlBie 

3 

pr. 

0 

B 

l« 

u 

40 

10t 

na 

t 

CblonKoccDi 

0 

0 

0 

"i 

I 

i 

1 

Ob 

228 
•1 

I 

0 

Fungi.    Ctenoihili 

0 

0 

i 

t 

a 

0 

0 

t 

0 

I 

AXIMAI-S. 

Rhlaopoda.    A  reel  In,      . 

D 

B 

D 

(1 

0 

0 

0 

1) 

0 

0 

Inruaorla, 

s 

It 

117 

n 

1 

1 

t 

Ii 

I 

r 

DInobryoo 

s 

0 
i 

lis 

pi. 

IB 

pf- 

• 

i 

« 

^ 

I 

t 

"VermsB.    ItaiuiordM  oif»,       . 

0 

B 

B 

B 

B 

1 

i 

l 

• 

« 

Crustacea, 

0 

D 

0 

a 

B 

0 

a 

B 

0 

pr. 

Vsclnp, 

Dipbula, 

i 

! 

0 

! 

! 

s 

s 

s 

! 

pr, 

pr. 

Tut*!,  Omanhks,     .       .        . 

M 

IB 

*" 

3T1 

LOT 

33S 

!,OEa 

«,=« 

- 

MI 

No.  34.]       WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE. 


119 


BROCKTON. 


Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[Namber  of  orgaoUms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 


1890. 
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BltOOKFIKLD.                                                                                                                                              ■ 

Water  Sipplt  of  Brookfield.                            H 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Brookfield  Storape  Beserroir.       H 
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BROOKLINE. 

Microtcopicai  BxamituUion. 

[Number  of  orgulunft  pflT  enblo  eentlmeter.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Distribuiing  Reservoir  of  the  Brookline 
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Microscopical  Examination, 

[Number  of  organianiB  per  cable  centimeter.] 
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Day  of  examination, 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  High  Service  Tank  of  the  BrooUine 

Water  Works, 
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Watek  Supply  of  Cambridge. 

Chiimicnl  Examinaliim  of  Waier  front  Fresh  Pond,  in  Cambridge. 
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CAMBRIDGE. 

Microscopical  Examinalion—Coutiauoi. 

[dumber  or  orguljma  par  cubic  nenllniaWr.] 
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IIMt. 

ISM. 

June..  July. 

Aug.  [  (tppL 

Oct. 

Xov. 

««. 

Jan. 

r.b. 

lUr. 

PLANTS -Con. 

« 

" 

il 
0 
4 

4 

4 

4 

n 

1 

0 
4 

» 

4 

Mr 

4 

4 
4 

I 

SUDroKC-ulm 

" 

W 

i»m»L.. 

1 

i 
0 

0 

9 

4 

0 

a 

1 

a 
a 

1! 
i 
i 
a 
1 

pr. 
i 

D 

1 

4 
0 

i 

■ 

4 

D 
1 
4 

■* 

e 

1 

3 
t 

Cndonellm 

nydr. 

>tDobryon 

s 

19 

Crustacea.   Cjciopi,  . 

a 
g 

1 

0 

323 

11 

- 

"■ 

AW 

1T4 

l.«W 

a.3iH 

IW 

Hi 

>»». 

..pr... 

ll.y. 

Jrnie.  1  Julv. 

A«,. 

BepL  1    Ocl. 

NOV.    1    !>«. 

8 

MK 

T 

«« 

anas 

«1K 

eus 

««&} 

s;a 

DIatomacew 

Cyc'utalll."'.        '.'.'.'. 

OyrwlKm. 

Uelulrm 

li;z'r.r"".- :    :    :    : 

'liil«IHri» 

Cyanophycere 

ChrouMoru, 

Clmhrocy.il 

Cu^lu<|>bicrluiii 

t14 
309 

0 
0 

7H 

pr. 
pr. 

n 

I 

pr. 
pr. 

H 

» 

m 

238 

m 

311 

B.D9B 

8.M« 

II 

0 
M 

! 

'il''"!! 

14 1     n 

•  1       !} 

No.  34.]       WATER  SUPPLY  AND  SEWERAGE.  125 

CA3IBRIS6E. 

Microxopical  Examinaiion  —  Concluded. 

[Numb«[  at  argulaina  par  cablo  caDtimetaT,] 
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CAMI)IIir>OE. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Slomj  Brook  Storage  Heservoir,  i 
Wallham  —  Concluded. 
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CAMBRIDGE. 

Mieroacopieal  Exatnijialion  —  Concluded. 

[Number  ot  argiDlim*  pet  coble  centimeter.] 
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(■AMBItinOE. 

T'lliU  fhowiiig  ffeighls  of  Water  in  Fresh  Pond  and  Stony  Brook  Reatrvoir  ai  the 
limes  when  Samplet  of  Waler  were  collecicdfar  AiuUi/sit, 

t  HolghU  on  Id  ten  nboYS  C«n bridge  city  bue.J 
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Water  Supply  of  Chicopee  Falls  Fire  District,  Chicopeb. 

C/Ktnical  Examinalion  of  Water/rom  the  Chicopee  Sicer  at  Chicopee  FaiU. 
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CHICOPEE. 

Mieroicopieat  Examinaiion. 

[Kambsr  at  aijuiInD*  per  cable  Hntlmsler.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Waler  from  CooUy  Brook,  in  Chieopee. 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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Water  Supplt  of  Clinton. 
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Watee  Supply  of  Cohasset.  —  Cohasset  Water  Comfant. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Tubular  Wells  of  Che  Cohasset  Wattr-^ 
Company. 
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COHASSET. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Waier  from  the  Distributing  Reservoir  of  the  Cohasset 

Water  Company, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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O<!or,  Nos.  5611  sod  5612,  none  cold,  unpleasant  when  heated;  No.  6144,  none. No.  5611  was 

collected  from  the  reservoir  at  surface;  No.  5612  from  the  reservoir  uear  the  bottom;  No.  6144  from 
a  faucet  at  the  Cohasset  railroad  station. 


Microscopical  Examination, 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  ceittimetcr.] 
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Water   Supply  of  Cottage  City.  —  Cottage  City  Water 

Company. 

Description  of  Works.  —  Population  in  1890,  1,080.  The  works 
are  owned  by  the  Cottage  City  Water  Co.  Water  was  introduced 
in  June,  1890.  The  source  of  supply  is  the  water  discharged  in  the 
form  of  springs  at  the  head   of  Lagoon  Pond,  near  the  boundary 
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C^OTTAGE    CITY. 

between  Cottage  City  and  Tisbury.  The  water  is  collected  by  meims 
of  a  vitrified  drain  pipe,  12  inches  in  diameter,  hud  with  open 
juiats  along  the  foot  of  the  bluB't*  near  the  tshore  of  the  pund  and 
below  the  level  of  high  water.  Tliis  pipe  is  525  feet  in  length,  ita, 
upper  end  being  about  300  feet  down  the  vuliey  from  the  Beauh 
Grove  Spring,  bo  called.  In  its  course  from  the  point  of  begia- 
iiing  to  the  pumping-stiition  it  crosses  the  lower  end  of  i 
ravine;  two  branches,  each  six  inches  in  diameter  and  about  130 
feet  in  length,  built  along  the  sides  of  thla  ravine,  intercept  th? 
ground  water  which  formerly  discharged  there  and  conduct  it  into 
the  main  drain'  pipe.  Water  is  pumped  from  the  pump  well  to  the 
village  and  to  an  open  iron  tank,  20  feet  in  diameter  and  70  feet  io 
height,  situated  between  the  puniping-station  and  the  village.  Dis- 
tributing Inains  are  of  cast  iron.     Service  pipes  are  of  enameled  iron. 
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DAXVEBS. 

Water  Supply  of  Daxvers. 
Chemical  Ezaminaiion  of  Wattr  from  Middlelon  Pond,  in  Middkton. 

[PkrU  p*rl00,0aci.] 


D«.« 

— 

•SF" 

s^,^ 

s  ■ 

,„„„ 

j 

J 
a 

1 

1  IS   t 

1 

1 

f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

A 

1 

uoe 

IS 

M. 

V.ilt 

v.irt 

0.W 

0030 

oan  .0224 

oo« 

.OOW 

0000 

4B3T 

Jul,    II 

J«ly  10 

V.^'l 

8U(hl. 

O.M 

Mil 

0950 

oais 

0038 

- 

.<XM 

DOOO 

- 

MM 

Anj.is 

Aug.  14 

V..l'l 

BIlEht 

o.w 

ooat 

mt 

ore 

0040 

.0000 

0000 

tIM 

B«pt.IO 

B.pl.11 

Silibl 

BUrb' 

0.7B 

OOM 

OSE 

oai« 

ODM 

.0040 

OOOl 

- 

K33 

Ort.    s 

o«i.    a 

V,»l-L 

v..i-t. 

»».7S 

0014 

0210 

oiu 

OOM 

.0030 

0001 

- 

t33S 

NOT.W 

V.il'l 

V..l'l 

o.»o 

- 

0010 

0250 

0220 

0014 

.0040 

0001 

ttaa 

Dec.  ID 

V.il'l 

v.il'l. 

O-TO 

-1 

0014 

0114 

0024 

.0030 

OOOl 

- 

«i« 

JuD.    B 

J.O.  W 

'v,.i-t. 

c™. 

1.00 

- 

0013 

0114 

0014 

.0040 

OOOl 

. 

MSO 

F.b.  IS 

Feb.  IJ 

'v.ll'L 

eiiibi 

O.M 

0001 

0144 

0134 

0010 

.0180 

ODOI 

SKi 

Uar.  11 

Unr.  13 

V.«I1. 

aiiKbt 

0.10 

OOM 

OISI 

0)S§ 

0024 

.12 

.OOW 

OOOl 

Mn 

Apr.  10 

Apr.  11 

v.iri 

V..l'l 

0.S6 

0014 

DIM 

0140 

00+4 

.32 

.OOM 

0000 

WJI 

M>y  W 

U-yH 

V,»l'l 

V..1'i 

0.54 

- 

OOM 

01(8 

om 

0024 

.«> 

.0040 

0000 

- 

•ofts 

JXDCU 

JdikIB 

1  Nods. 

V..ft. 

O.GD 

- 

OBM 

Din 

oise 

0024 

.» 

.0100 

OOOl 

tm 

July    8 

Jniy    a 

V.tl'. 

SlUbt 

O.M 

3.40 

- 

0022 

017S 

one 

OOOD 

-M 

.0090 

OODO 

- 

MW 

Aug.  13 

Aui.14 

SIlKht 

eiiibi. 

0.15 

3.4S 

0012 

oio-i 

OlSB 

oow 

■"i 

.0060 

OOOO 

1.3 

MgJ 

Sept.* 

Sept.  10 

V.il't. 

gitgbi 

O.M 

"•» 

l.SS 

OOOU 

0230 

0150 

0004 

.» 

.0130 

OOOl 

l.« 

«H1 

Oct.     g 

Oct.  10 

V.«]'i 

Sllibl 

o.ta 

4.» 

1.5S. 

OOOO 

01» 

0152 

0028 

.13 

.0120 

OOM 

l.t 

BTOJ 

Nov.  10 

No..  11 

v.«ri 

v.. IV  0.70 

0014 

0184 

«W 

0O2O 

.35 

.0030 

0000 

1.4 

«0J 

Ott.    8 

Dh.  11 

V..l't 

V.«l'i.  o.ao 

DOU 

0230 

01« 

0O44 

.51 

.0070 

000.;!  1.0 

^ 

.... 

,.,.,, 

mil 

0208 

■•■) 



Odor.  DOIH  or  MntI 


134 

DANVER8. 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Pub.  Doc. 


Mieroicopical  Examination. 

{Efambtr  of  orguiliiiii  p«r  eublo  caDttmaUr.] 
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DAXVERS. 


Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 
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E.iSTIIAMPTON. 

(^emical  Examination  of  Water  from  t/te  New  Rexervoir,  Easthamplon. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  SeoU  Reservoir,  FUchburg. 
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FITCUBUHG. 

Mieroieopieal  Exaniiiiitlioii. 

[number  of  orgmnluiia  per  cubic  renlLniuler.] 
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FrrCHBURO. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Overlook  Reservoir,  Fitehburg. 
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FITCIIBUBO. 

Microtcopicai  Examination — Concluded. 
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FITCH  BURG, 

Table  showing  the  averoj/e  tnonlhly  lie.ight  of  Waicr  in  Faiiilah,  Overlook  and 
Scott  Jieservoirs,  FUeJiburg — Concluded. 
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Microscopical  Examination, 

[Number  of  organiams  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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GLOUCESTER. 


Microscopical  ExamituUion, 

[Number  of  orgaDlfma  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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Microscopical  ExamintUion  —  Concluded. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Keiioza  Lake,  Haverhill. 
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Microscopical  Examination, 
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HUDSON. 

Water  ScprLV  of  Hudson. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Gates  Pond,  in  Berlin. 


1UT.„ 

Arr.^*,..^ 

"^vE"' 

»..„,. 

1 

J 

1- 

7 

1 

J_ 

1 

7 

1 

AIMimlnoiil. 

S 

i 

i 

7 

1 

f^ 

i 

iaaa 

.™lJfc.. 

BUgbt 

Slighl 

o.oa 

.0000 

otw 

0I4«  .0018 

.0050 

.0000 

wia  jQi,  10  jiij- 11 

V..l't 

v..i't.'o 

10 

- 

.0000 

0214 

0170 

0044 

.0000 

0001 

- 

MBIADg.sa  ADg.lt 

GItgbl 

Blight.  11 

OS 

- 

.ooie 

0200 

oios 

0031 

.0000 

.0000 

MM  B«pi.ii  a.pi.11 

Blight 

Blight.  0 

03 

.0000 

OllH 

0134 

00(8 

.0050 

.0001 

- 

GSM    Oct.     S    OcL     » 

Slight 

BlIghL.  0 

00 

- 

.0008 

os«o 

0102 

0178 

- 

.0030 

.0000 

MST   Not.  12 '  Sot.  la    ailghl.j  Can..  ,  0 

10 

.0U8 

0370 

0340 

0030 

.0030 

.0000 

- 

MM  Hot.  IS  No*.  » ]  Bllgln.]  Con.. 

0 

Oi 

- 

.0009 

0170 

0132 

0038 

.0030 

.0001 

**31   Dec.  10  Dm.  Jl 

etighi.  Con>. 

D 

<w 

-OOU 

018! 

014B 

00« 

.0030 

.0000 

ISM. 

SSes  JuB.  14  Jan.  M 

Slivht.'  Blight 

0 

00 

-ooaa 

oiao 

0122 

0044 

.0080 

.0001 

- 

«T8  F«b.  UFtb.  IS 

V,  il't.  V.  ■I'tJ  0 

00 

.oo4a 

00811 

0080 

0000 

.0070 

,0000 

«Tei   Jl.r.  10  Mmr.  11 

V..1'1.V..1'iJd 

03 

- 

-oow 

0110 

0004 

oou 

,22 

.0(00 

.0000 

MiJApr.iO  Apr.  II 

8l1«hl.eH«M.'o 

00 

.003* 

013-' 

0088 

OU44 

.21 

.0000 

.0000 

«WI  l(.rl3  ilny  U 

Slight.' Com.    0 

00 

- 

- 

,0028 

0180 

0121 

0028 

.11 

.0020 

.0001 

WTl'joneia  JuDtlS 

Blight.  V..l't.O 

00 

.0002 

0108 

0124 

11044 

.10 

.oo:iu 

.0000 

M3T  July  IS  July  IS 

Slight.  Sllghl.  0 

M 

2.DS 

,0002 

oieo 

01^2 

0048 

.10 

.0010  .0001 

1.1 

«11S  Aog.  1*  Aug. » !■  V..l't.' aUvht., D 

00 

a. IS 

1.40 

.0000 

0114 

014! 

003S 

.M 

.OMO|.00«. 

1,4 

eiso 

Bept.lO  ecpl.iol  Slight., gllglit 

0 

03 

!.M 

D.BO 

.0000 

Olio 

0140 

0030 

.11 

.0140  .0000 

1,1 

<BW 

Oct,     9  Oct.  ]0!,S]lght.  BUeb" 

0 

2.40 

D.BS 

.0008 

0106 

0131 

0032 

.10 

.0080 '.OUOI 

1,1 

«TM 

Kot.lO    NQT.ll||811ght.CoD.. 

0 

00 

2.M 

1.00 

.0014 

0182 

0112 

0070 

.22 

.0O30|.O00O 

1.1 

«St.1 

D«.  11 

Dtc.  11 

eiighi.  v.ii't 

0 

02 

3.40 

~ 

.ooi>t 

O330 

om 

0038 

.23 

.0080  .Dooa 

!'■* 

At" 

1 

" 

« 

!»" 

.0M3  .-... 

■~ 

T131" 

' 

::; 

12 





_ 

' 

Mor,  K« 

.nlly  DC 

'g 

^ 

Ti7 

h»l 

■d.or 

eT^ 

.grw 

blc. 

—  T 

...n 

pifi 

158  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.  [Pab.  Doc. 

BX-BSON. 

Microscopical  HxnvUnation. 
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Watku  Supply  of  Hyde  Pakk.  — Hyde  Park  Watee  Company. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Tubular  WelU  of  the  Hyde  Park 

Water  Company. 
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Water  Supplt  op  Lawrence. 
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Volume  of  Water  Flowing  in  the  Merrimack  River  on  the  Dates  when  Samples  of 
Water  were  collected  for  Analysis. 
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MicrosaqiictU  Examination. 
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Mieroteopieal  Examination — Continued. 
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Miero»copiMl  ^zaminoMon— Concluded. 
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C/iemicaC  Examination  of  Water  front  Faucets  in  Leominster.                      ^M 
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i^h&nical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  Hiver  above  Lvwell.  oppomU  H 
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Microscopical  Exannnaiion. 
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Microscopical  ExamiiuUion, 

[Namber  of  organlams^r  cabic  centimeter.] 
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HAJJDEy. 

Micnaeopical  Examination. 

[HDnber  Dl  DrgBotimi  pal  catlc  esDIIniFler.] 
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Manxhester. 
Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Saw  Mill  Brook  in  MancheiUr. 
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near  Saw  Mill  Brook  in  Manchester. 
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MAUBLEUKAD. 

Water  Supplv  of  ilARBLEHEAD. 

Description  of  Works.  —  Population  in  1890,  8,202.  Water  waai 
first  introduced  into  the  to\m  in  1887.  The  distributing  system  was 
owned  by  the  town  and  the  wnter  was  purchased  from  the  Marble- 
heiid  Water  Company,  the  source  being  located  in  the  town  of 
Swampscott.  At  that  time  only  a  portion  of  the  town  was  supplied 
with  water.  In  1889  the  town  of  Marblehcad  obtained  authority 
from  the  legi^latui'e  to  take  an  independent  supply  from  sources 
the  southerly  part  of  Salem. 

Some  test  wells  were  driven  near  the   edge  of  the  marsh   n< 
Loring  Avenue  in  Salem,  a  short  distance  westerly  from  the  moutlv 
of  Forest  River;  and  the  advice  of  the  State  Bnard  of  Health  was 
sought  with  reference  to  obtaining  a  ground  water  supply  at  this 
place.     The  Board,  after  making  careful  examinations  of  the  locality 
and  nn  analysis  of  the  water,  replied  that  the  quality  of  the  water 
tiowing  from  test  wells  at  this  place  was  excellent,  except  that  it 
was  somewhM  harder  than  was  desirable,  but  that  the  quantity 
water  which  could  be  obtained  from  this  source  would  not  be  sul 
cient  fi.r  the  supply  of  the  town.     Notwithstanding  this  advice  ll 
town    proceeded   with  the   construction    of  works   for  obtaining  % 
supply  fmm  this  source.     A  tide-gate  was  constnieted  at  the  mouth 
of  Forest  River  to  keep  the  salt  water  from  backing  up  into  the 
river  and  flowing  over  tlie  marsh  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wells,    AlKtat 
forty  tuiiular  wells  were  driven  in  and  near  the  marsh  lying  between 
the  original  flowing  test  wells  and  the  tide-gate.     Those  nearest  the 
tide-gate  were  driven  to  ii  depth  of  between  45  and  50  feet,  while 
those  further  away  are  not  so  deep.     The  wells  were  connected  witli 
a  temporary  pump  and  beginning  Oct.  1,  1889,  water  was  pumped 
from  them  to  the  town  and  to  an  o[)cn  iron  tank  311  feet  in  diiimetec 
and  100  feet  in  height.     In  the  summer  of  1890,  when  the  maxl^ 
mum  daily  consumption  was  said  to  have  been  350,1100  gallons,  it 
was  found  that  the  water  from  the  wells  was  becoming  salt  and' 
bard,  and  several  of  those  most  affected  were  discontinued.     Jo  Se] 
temher,  IB'JO,  the  construction  of  a  largo  well  was  begun  near  tha 
location  of  the  original  test  wells  and  iis  far  from  the  tide-gate  u 
it  is  practicable  to  locate  a  well  in  the  low  land.     This  well  is  30 
feet  in  diameter  and  34  feet  in  <leptb.     The  lining  is  of  brick  work, 
12  inches  in  thickness,  excepting  the  lower  three  feet,  which  is  lii 
with  stone  work  laid  without  mortar.     The  distributing  mains 
of  cast  iron  and  the  service  pipes  are  of  galvanized  iron. 
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MARBLEITEAD. 

Chemical  ExamincUian  of  Water  from   Tubular  Wells  of  the  Marbkhead  Water 

Work^, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  none. Sample  No.  3604  wun  collected  from  a  flowing  tubular  test  well  before  the  works 

were  constructed.  No.  6416  was  collected  from  a  tubular  well  about  500  feet  Routh-west  of  the  temporary 
pumping-station.  No  6417  was  collected  from  a  tubular  well  about  1,000  feet  south-west  of  the  tempo- 
rary pumping-station.  No.  6484  was  collected  fruni  a  faucet  in  the  temporary  pumping-station.  No. 
6757  was  collected  from  a  faucet  In  the  temporary  pumping-station  while  pumping  from  14  tubular  wells, 
5  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pumping-station  and  9  at  a  considerable  diHtaiice  up  the  valley. 


Microscopical  Exam  ination . 

No.  3604.    No  organisms.    No.  6410.    Fungi,  CV«nofAn>,  54.    No.  6417. 
Scenedesmuit  pr.    No.  6484.    No  organisms.    No.  6757.    No  organioms. 


Alga\  Arthrodesmui,  pr.; 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Forest  Biver  in  Salem, 

[Part?  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  musty  and  disagreeable. The  sample  was  collected  from  the  river,  near  the  temporary 

pamping-statlon  of  the  Marblchead  Water  Works. 


Microscopical  Exam inatiofi. 

Diatomacen,  Gonphonema»  2;     Meridian,  4;   Xaviculti,  15;   St/nedra,  3.     Fungi,  CrfnothriXt  13. 
Bhizopoda,  Actinophryt,  3.    Total  orgaiiismn,  40. 
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MARLfWiROrOn. 


Watei:  Supply  of  Maelbokough. 

Chfii ideal  E.'nrtiy\filVfn    f  W^iur  frrt^^i  Lnic€  Williams,  Marlborough. 
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O'lor,  vei;;f:table,  and  frequently  diaagrecable. The  kamplea  were  collected  frona  a  faucet  at  the 

piimpin({-.-!tation,  while  pumping. 

Microscopical  Emm  ination . 

;Numb<^r.of  orgaiiinnid  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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MARLBOROITOH. 

Mieroseopieai  Examination  —  Conclu<1cd. 

[KambcT  of  orgului  per  cubic  »nUDiet([.] 
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MAB^^tiriKLU. 

Water  Supply  of  Beaxt  Rock,  Marshfield. 
This  is  a  small  supply  Trhich  furnisbes  water  in  summer  to  thel 
cottages  on  the  sea-shore  in  Brant  liock  and  the  adjacent  village  of  B 
'  Abington.  The  source  of  supply  is  a  tubular  well  IJ  inches  in  | 
diameter  and  27  feet  deep ;  located  under  the  Atlantic  House,  andl 
distnnt  a  little  over  100  feet  from  high-water  mark  on  the  beach. 
The  well  was  first  used  as  a  source  of  public  water  supply  in  1888,  | 
though  it  had  been  in  use  for  several  years  previously.  Water  !s  I 
pumped  from  the  well  by  wind  power  to  two  covered  wooden  ttinks,  f 
one  located  near  the  well  and  one  on  a  hill  at  a  considerable  distance  I 
back  from  the  shore.  The  first  tank  is  7.4  feet  in  diameter  and  7  I 
feet  in  depth,  and  is  supported  by  a  tower  36  feet  in  height.  Tha  j 
second  lank  is  located  on  much  higher  ground  and  is  considerably  I 
larger,  being  14  feet  in  diameter  and  1.3  feet  in  depth;  it  is  sup-J 
ported  by  a  tower  23  feet  in  height.  The  distributing  pipes  arafl 
very  small,  the  largest  being  2  inches  in  diameter. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a   Tubular  Well  at  the  AtlmUie  Boune,  1 
Srant  Rack.  Mitrehjfeld. 
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Mieroncopical  Examinalion. 


Water  Supply  of  MEOKono.     [See  3/nMe«.] 
Watkr  Supply  of  Melhose.     [See  Maiden.'] 
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MOXSON. 

Water  Supply  op  the  State  Prisiart  School,  Mosson. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  (he  Went  Betcrroir,  at  the  Stale  Primary 
School.,  Mongon. 
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nantucket. 

Water   Supply    of  Nantucket.  —  Wakxacomet  Water 

Company. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  n'annneomel  Pond,  Nanluelxt. 
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Water  Supply  or  Natick. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Bug  Pond,  Natick. 

[PsrU  per  KMJMO.] 
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Microscopical  Examination, 

[Xamber  of  organiami  per  enbie  cenUmeter.] 
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XATICK. 

Microscopical  ExamitttUion —  Cnnchided. 
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Water  Supplt  of  Needham. 
Description  of  Works.  —  Population  in  18110,  3,03.').  The  works 
are  owned  by  the  towa.  Water  wns  introduced  near  the  end  of 
1890.  The  source  of  supply  ia  a  large  well  located  in  the  valley  of 
Colburn'a  Brook,  in  the  soutli-eaiitern  part  of  the  town  of  Needham, 
a  little  less  ihan  ii  mile  from  the  village,  and  about  2,000  feet  from 
Charles  River,  into  which  the  brook  flows.  The  well  is  22  feet 
in  diameter  and  24  feet  in  depth,  with  walls  built  of  rubble  alone 
laid  dry  and  lined  with  a  brit-k  masonry  12  inches  in  thickness. 
The  well  is  covered  by  a  roof  to  exclude  the  light.  Water  is 
pumped  from  the  well  to  the  town,  and  to  an  iron  tank  located 
between  the  villages    of  Needham    and   Ilighlnndville.     The   tank 
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is  25  feet  in  diameter  and  85  feet  in  height,  and  is  covered  by  a  1 
roof,  to  excbide  tbe  light.  Distributing  mains  are  of  cast  iri 
aei-vice  pipes  are  generally  of  wrought  iron  lined  with  cement,  but  I 
about  one-eighth  of  tbeni  are  of  lead. 

No  unaly^es  of  the  water  from  these  works  have  been  made  since  I 
the  works  were  completed.  An  analysis  of  the  water  of  a  test  well  I 
was  published  in  the  special  report  of  the  Board  on  Water  Supply  1 
and  Sewerage,  Part  I.,  page  237. 

Water  Supply  of  New  Bedford. 

Chemieal  Examinniion  of  Water  from  the  Cunduit  of  the  New  Bedford  Water 
WoTkx. 

[PatUpcrlOO.IWO.] 
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Microscopical  Examination, 

[Number  of  organisms  per  cubic  ooDtimeter.] 


XEW  BEDFORD. 
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NORWOOD. 
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WAKEFIELn. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  tupplied  from  Crystal  Lake, 
Wakefield. 
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Water  Sopplt  of  Waltham. 
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■watektoivx. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Waier  from  the  Filler-gallery  of  the  WaleHown  Water 
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WATIAJiD, 

MicTotcopical  Examination. 
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WAYXAND. 


Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 
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MicroscopiccU  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[Number  of  organisroa  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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W 1 LLI AM8TO  WN . 

I  Water  Sdpply  of  Wiluamstohn. — Williajjstowx  Aqueduct 

Com  p  AM'. 
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TyiKCITEaTEK, 


Mitroieopicai  Examination  —  Cone 
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■n-ixcnKSTKR. 

MicTVscopieal  Exariiination. 
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Oruatacaa,  . 
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[Piiu  p«i  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examinalwm. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  frnm  Born  Pond,  in  Wi,b'irn.                           H 
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Microscopical  i:xaminalion. 
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WOBURX. 

Microscopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[Nomber  of  organitms  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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Chemical  ExaminatioH  of  Water  j'roni  the  Dintribuiing  Seiervoir  of  t/ic  Wot/ur 
Water  Works. 
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WOBCESTER. 

Microscopical  Examinalion. 
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Microscopical  Examirmlion  —  ConohvieA.                                  ^M 
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WORCESTER. 

MicToaoopietU  ExamituUMn.  —  Concluded. 

[NDmbsr  at  orginiBDia  ptcEobie  MDIliBMar.] 
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TVORCESTER. 

Record  of  Heights  of  Water  in  Holden  and  Leicester  Storage  Reservoirs  at  Times 

when  Samples  of  Water  were  collected  for  Analysis, 

NoTB.  —  Hold«n  Reservoir,  height  of  rollway,  20.10  feet;  Leiceeter  Reservoir,  height  of  rollway, 
87.40  feet. 


Datk. 
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EXAMINATIONS  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES 

AND  EIVEES. 


IIIVEIIS. 


/ 


EXAMINATION  OF  RIVERS. 


Blackstone  River. 
The  sewage   precipitation  works  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  which 
Ivere  meotioDed  od  page  386  of  Part  I.  of  the  special  report  of  the 
loard  as  being  Iben  under  construction,  were  completed  in  the  spring 
of  IHflO  and  put  in  operation  on  June  25  of  that  year. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  sewage  of  the  city  of  Worcester  is 
discharged  into  the  channel  of  Mill  Brook,  which   flows  into  the 
■Slackstone  River  at  Qiiinaigamond  Village,  a  short  distance  south 
Fof  the  thickly-settled  portion  of  the  city. 

This  brook  receives  the  natural  drainage  from  a  water-shed  of 
Labout  12.5  square  miles,  and  as  a  square  mile  of  water-sbed  in  an 
'ordinary  year  will  furnish  on  an  average  about  one  million  gallons 
of  water  daily,  the  average  daily  volume  of  brook  water  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  12,500,000  gallons.  Quite  a  large  portion  of  this 
water  passes  off  during  the  spring  fresbels  so  that  the  average  flow 
during  the  dryer  months  is  much  less  than  the  amount  above  stated. 
At  the  present  time  the  main  sewer  terminating  at  the  new  precipita- 
tion works,  which  are  situated  about  one  mile  south  of  Quinsignmood 
Village  and  not  far  from  the  Blackstone  River,  extends  only  to  the 
lower  end  of  the  Mill  Brook  channel  where  it  intercepts  the  sewage 
of  the  city  after  being  diluted  with  brook  water. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  volume  of  mingled  brook  water  and 
sewage  it  has  not  been  feasible  to  treat  the  whole  amount  flowing  in 
the  brook,  and  it  has  been  the  practice  during  the  time  covered  by 
this  report  to  treat  3,000,000  gallons  daily  and  penuit  the  remainder 
to  flow  into  the  river  untreated.  Most  of  the  untreated  sewage 
enters  the  river,  as  formerly,  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Brook  but  it  has 
been  a  general  rule  to  allow  a  little  more  than  3,000,001)  gallons  to 
flow  to  the  precipitation  works  and  to  turn  the  excess  into  the  river 
'  there  through  a  by-pass. 

At  the  precipitation  works  the  sewage  is  treated  with  chemicals 
I  Bnd  then  passed  through  settling  tanks,  and  the  clarified  eflluent  is 
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BLAC'KSTOXE    BIVEH. 

discharged  into  a  ditch  lending  to  the  river.     The  sludge  is  di3p08ed> 
of  Ht  present  on  land  a  short  distance  from  the  precipitation  worka. 
The  system  is  still   unfinished,  the  complete  plan  involving  the- 
se|)aration  of  the  sewage  from  the  brook  water,  either  by  the  con- 
struction of  intercepting  sewers  on   each  side  of  the   Mill   Brook 
channel  to  intercept  the  flow  from  the  lateral  sewers  into  it,  or  by  tha 
construction  of  an  independent  channel  or  sewer  to  intercept  tha 
brook  above  where  the  sewers  discharge  into  it  and  carry  the  wat« 
to  the  river,  below  the  point  where  the  brook  is  at  present  intercepts 
by  the  sewer  leading  to  the  precipitation  works;  in  either  case  tht 
sewers,  during  storms,  will  overflow  into  the  river.. 

Chemical  Exannnalton  of  Water  from  the  Blackstone  Stiver,  below  QutTUigamom 
Village,  and  above  the  Worcester  Sewage  Precipilaiion  Works. 

]P.ru  par  100,000.] 
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BLACKSTONE   KIVKR. 

Microteopieal  Examinaiion. 
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BLACKSTONE    HIVKR, 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Blactatone  Biver,  below  the  Woreeater 
Sewage  PreeipUaOon  Works. 

[Parta  pet  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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BLACKSTOXG  Rn'ER. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Blackstone  River,  at  Uxbridge. 

[Parti  per  100,000.] 
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Odor,  musty  and  disagreeable,  frequently  offensive. The  sample*  were  collected  from  the  canal 

from  the  upper  dam  of  tlie  Calumet  Woolen  Company,  just  before  the  water  passes  the  screens  to  the 
wheels. 
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BIM.CK6TO?rE   ItrVEB. 

Microscopical  Examination. 
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BL.ACKSTOKE   BtVEB. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WtUer/rotn  the  Blackttone  Siver  at  Millvitle, 
Blackstone. 
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BLACKSTONE   BtVER. 

Microscopical  Examination. 
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BI.ACKSTON'E   BrVEH, 

Microscopical  ExamintUion  —  CoDcluded. 
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CHARLES   RI^'ER. 

Cheniital  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Charles  River,  at  South  Nalick. 
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CUICOI'EK    RlVF.lt. 

Analyses  of  water  from  the  Cliicoitee  River,  at  Chicopee  FiiIU,  tuny 
be  found  on  pages  128  and  129. 
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HOOSAC  RIVXB. 


HoosAO  River. 
Chemical  Examinalvm  of  WaUrfrom  Ihe  Eooiac  Biver,  at  Williamstown. 
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HOUSATONIC   RIVER. 

Chemical  ExamiwUion  of  Water  from  the  Souaatonie  Siver,  <a  OretU  Barringion. 

{Piina  V*'  10I),OM.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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MERItlMACK   RIVER. 

Merrimack  Biveb. 
Analyses  of  the  Merrimack  River  at  Lowell  are  given  on  ■  pages 
179-181,  and  nt  Lnwrence  on  pnges  163  and  164.     The  volames  of 
water  flowing  in  the  river  at  the  times  when  aaniples  were  collected 
for  analyses  are  given  on  page  174. 

Nashua  River. 

Chemieai  Exmnination  of  Water  from  the  North  Branch  of  the  Nashua  Biver,Jutl 
above  its  Oonfltientx  with  the  South  BratuA,  at  Laneaster. 
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Microscopical  Examinalion. 
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NASHUA   Bn-EB. 

Microaoopical  Examination  —  Concluded. 

[tTninbar  of  orguiana  par  enUo  wUlnuMr.^ 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  South  Branch  of  the  Nashua  Biver 

just  above  its  Confluence  with  the  North  Branch,  at  Lancaster. 

[Pan*  per  100,000.] 
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NASHUA  RIVER. 


Microscopical  ExamincUion, 

[Number  of  orgmnUmi  per  cubic  centimeter.] 
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NEPONSET   BrntR. 

Nepokset  Rn'ER. 

Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Ike.  Neponael  Riixr,  at  Milton  Lower  Mills. 

[Paiti  ptr  100,000.] 
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NBPOXSET   RIVEB. 


MicrotcopiixU  Examination  —  Concluded. 
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Stony  Brook. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Stony  Brook,  ai  Jamaica  Plain,  Botton. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  ll'ofer  /rt»n  Stony  Brook  at  Inlet  to  Conduit,  Roxbury. 
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TAUNTON   RU'EB. 


Tadntow  River. 
Analyses  of  the  TauntoD  River  at  Taunton  may  be  found  on  pagea 
255  and  256. 

Chemiail  Examination  of  Water  from  Mill  Siver,  at  Taunton. 
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Microscopical  Examination 
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Ten  Mile  Rivee- 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Ten  Mile  Eiver,  at  Attleborough. 
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Microscopical  Examination. 

DlBtonices,  EpUhfm(a,  b;  GonpAimtma.l;  Jfflonln.i;  Marleula,!;  Cj/clnMla,  3:  S^nrdra, 
TaitOarta.i.  CysDOphyci'ie,  Anabmia,  t;  Clnl/irafftli;  1.  .Mgs,  Clilorwoiriit.  53;  ClotlTlua 
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SUMMARY 


OF 


WATER    SUPPLY   STATISTICS; 


ALSO 


RECORDS  OF  RAINFALL  AND  FLOW  OF  STREAMS. 


SUMMARY  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS. 


The  summaiy  of  water  supply  statistics  given  od  pages  626-628 
of  Part  I.  of  the  special  report  of  the  Board  upon  the  ExaminatioD 
of  Water  Supplies,  18yO,  represented  the  conditions  existing  al  the 
end  of  1889.  The  State  then  contained  25  cities  and  326  towns,  of 
which  all  of  the  cities  and  107  towns,  a  total  of  132  places,  were 
wholly  or  in  part  provided  with  a  public  water  supply. 

During  1890  a  public  water  supply  was  introduced  into  the  towns 
of  Andover,  Bradford,  Cottage  City,  Milton  andNeedham. 

The  towns  of  Marlborough,  Chicopee  and  Pittsfield  became  cities 
during  this  year,  so  that  at  the  end  of  1890  the  State  contained  28 
cities  and  323  towns,  of  which  all  of  the  cities  and  109  towns,  a  total 
of  137  places,  were  provided  with  a  public  water  supply.  During 
this  year  also  the  national  census  of  population  was  taken. 

The  following  table  gives  a  classification,  by  population,  of  cities 
and  towns  having  and  not  having  public  water  supplies  Dec.  31, 
1890.     The  populations  are  taken  from  the  census  of  1890. 
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From  the  touU  given  in  this  Uhle  it  will  [je  seen  that,  altbongh 
bat  39  per  cent,  of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  State  have  a  pablic 
mter  sn{^ly,  yet  the  total  populatioo  of  places  supplied  repreaenta 
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86  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  of  the  State.  In  this  estimate, 
of  the  total  population  of  the  municipalities  supplied,  all  of  the  inhabi- 
tants in  them  are  included,  and  it  consequently  includes  rather  more 
than  the  actual  number  of  persons  to  whom  a  public  water  supply  is 
available  ;  the  difference,  however,  is  not  large.  There  are  now  but 
eight  towns  having  a  population  exceeding  4,000  which  are  not 
provided  with  a  public  water  supply.  These  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing table :  — 


10WN8.  ill  1890.         I  TOWH8.  ,  |„  ia». 


I 

BarnsUble I          4.023        n    Millbnry, 4,428 

Itockport, 4,087             Ipswich, |  4,439 

KeadliiK,« I          4,088        |'    Pro\iDcctown 4.642 

Wincbendon, ,          4,390            lUackMtone, i  6,138 

! I 

*  WorkH  for  the  supply  of  Heading  were  nearly  completed  at  the  end  of  1890. 

In  the  State  there  are  132  sources  of  public  water  supply  divided 

as  follows :  — 

Ground  Water  Sources^ 

Springs, 14 

Large  wells, 22 

Tubular  wells, 7 

Filter-galleries, 10 

Filter-basins, 4 


Total, o 


i 


Surface  Water  Sources. 

Artificial  storage  reservoirs, 38 

Natural  i^oiuls, 33 

Streams, 4 

Total, 7o 

In  the  following  table  the  various  water  supplies  are  classified 
according  to  the  dates  when  a  fairly  complete  system  of  supply  was 
first  introduced  into  a  citj'^  or  town. 


Years. 


Previous  to  IS.'iO, 
1850-1850,  incluHive, . 
1860-1860,  incluBive, . 
1870-1879,  inclusive, . 


Numtx-rof 

IMacos        I  Ykakm. 

Supplied.      , 


6  1HSO-18S9, inclusive, . 

4  ,     isyo,    .        .        .        . 
10 

44  ,  Total,     . 


Number  of 
Supplied. 


68 


5 


13; 
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Of  the  28  cities  in  the  Commonwealth,  23,  having  a  total  popula- 
tion in  1890  of  1,275,517,  own  their  water  works  ;  while  5,  having 
a  total  population  of  9(5,783,  are  wholly  supplied  by  private  cora- 
panies.  Of  the  109  towns  having  public  water  supplies,  59,  with  a 
total  population  of  330,970,  nre  supplied  from  their  own  works, 
while  .'iO,  with  a  total  population  of  221.53(5,  are  supplied  by  private 
companies.  The  total  population  in  both  cities  and  towns  owning 
their  works  is  1,(10(5, 493  against  318,319  in  those  supplied  by 
private  companies. 

Uainfaix. 
During  the  months  covered  by  the  analyses  printed  in  thia  report 
the  rainfall  has  been  unusually  large  and  the  distribution  has  been 
such  that  the  summer  How  of  the  streams  has  Ijeen  high.     This  is 
particularly  the  case  in  the  sumiiior  of  1889  when  the  streams  were 
at  all  times  far  above  the  ordinary  summer  level.     In  1890  the  i-ain- 
fall  was  below  the  average  in  June  and  July  and  hut  little  above  the 
trage  in  Augusfr,  which  caused  a  low  flow  in  the  streams  during 
'the  la--*t  two  of  these  months.    The  average  annual  rainfall*  in  Massa- 
chusetts deduced  from  long  continued  observations  in  various  parts 
of  the  State  is  44.26  inches.     In  the  following  table  *he  normal  and 
I  actual  rainfall  for  each  munth  from  June,  1889,  to  December,  1890, 
[  are  given,  together  with   the  departures  from  the   normal   in  each 
r  tnonthf  :  — 


Kw- 

mitluu- 

i>w..iaia 

Od.I^. 

881 

q'.k 

a.n 
i.ta 

ii 

-H.ll 

■  BM»-C< 

Uircb,  . 
April,    . 

£';,  : 

July,     . 

3.98 
3^80 

■j'.go 

1.3U 
*.0T 

11 

+1J,H 

I*  IncJudlng  maliRl 
,  t  Thl>  *Iid  (ubHqt 
JCMlOTQloCliail  Soelat]'. 
; 


W  EDglU. 


To  enable  the  condition  preceding  the  collection  of  samples  of 
irater  in  any  part  of  the  State  to  be  understood,  the  following  tables 
are  presented,  which  give  the  daily  rainfall  in  inches  at  nine  stations 
.scattered  about  the  State. 
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Daily  Rainfall  at  Nine  Places  in  Massachusetts  Geographically 

Selected. 

June,  1880.  July,  1889. 


DAT 
OF 

Month. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 


• 

* 

s 

s 

o 

• 

«  'sa 

• 

• 

o 

s 

5 

s 
u 

1 

1 
S 

Chestnut 
Boston. 

8 

s 

• 
8 

GO 

• 

c 
o 

c 

a 
« 

0.25 


0.16     - 


1.10  1.170. 95  1.10  1.59  1. 31 


1.37 


:.12 


•  '0.671    • 


! 

1 .02! 


0.06  0.27  0.29  0.94  0.34     -   0.600.460.67 


0.010.02     - 
0.05     -  I    - 


0.42  0.470.060.591    - 


DAT 

oy 
Month. 


o 

s 

n9 


s 


a 

m 
e 


b* 


• 

i 

d 

e 

o 

£ 

a 

c 

^ 

ii 

s 

5 

^ 

7i 


1. . 

2,  . 

3.  . 

4.  . 

5,  . 


6,  . 

7,  . 

8,  . 
»,  . 

10,  . 

11,  . 

12,  . 

13,  . 


15 
90 
40 


0.03  0.03 

I 
0.960.85 

I 
0.530.27 


• 


0.58 


1.6210.23 


-  0.010.02     • 
I 

0.52  0.680.91 

I 
0.060.150.050.55 

I         I 

-  !     -   0.020.05 


0.500.500.24 
0.020.04'    - 

I 

O.92I0.93O.54 

I 

0.30  0.37  0.31 


0.06 


0.07.0.02 
-  !o.04 


0.02 


0.16  0.21  0.23  0.32  0.07  0.01 


0.11,0.060.300.15     -  j    -  . 

'        I        '        I        '        I 
0.07  0.04,    -  i0.03  0.18  0.50! 

'     '     i     I     ; 

-   0.04     -  0.010.04 

I     «  I 


0. 

'0. 
!o. 
,0. 


02 
75 

03 
25 
03 


0.10  0.02  0.04 

* 


-  |0.05 

0.46  0.09 

I 

o.ioo.;8 
-  0.01 


14,  . 

0.02     15,  . 

16,  . 

17,  . 

18,  . 


0.22 


-  0.03     - 
0.06  0.110.06,0.06     • 

-  'O.OliO.lO. 


0.20 


0.13 
0.12 
0.55  0.40  0.11 


0.110.15  0.01 

0.05     - 
0.480.450.160.260.10 


0.22, 


1.12 


1.17  0.7711.53 


19,  . 

20,  . 


0.15 


1.340.87  0.59,1.541.40 


0.75 


-  I     -   0.01:    - 

I         1         ' 
0.35  0.52  0.011    - 


*   0.011 


0.85 


1.33,1.32:1.17 


0.13' 


1.16  2.33  1.33  1.74;1. 30 


22 
23 
24 
25 
26 


27 


28 
29 
30 


0.03 


22,  . 

23,  . 


24,  . 

25,  . 

26,  . 

27,  . 

28,  . 

30,  . 

31,  . 


0.15 


0.92  0.20]    ♦ 

I        I 
-       -   0.20 


0.32 
0.03 


0.65  0.24  1.84|o.l8 


0.05     -  0.05  0.03     - 


I 


0.20     - 
0.020.06 

I 
I 


Totals, 


4.374.18 


0.04:    - 


0.01     - 


0.01 


-   0.65 


0.52     - 


1.801.39|1.68 
0.09|     - 
0.70  0.60 


I         I 
2.62  3.42  3.313.43 


1.00 
io.65 


* 
2.31 


2.48 


-       *    1.41,0.02 

'        1         I 
1.14  2.15  0.02:1.74 


3.89:1.94  3.52 

I        I 


1.05.0.79 


0.800.800.40 


0.18  0.780.02,    -  10.46  0.10 


Total*,  '9.059.63,7.17 


1.19;1.01 

O.881O.5O 


9.34'9.23 


I 


0.310.81  O.lOj    - 
0.68'0.23,'o.l7|    - 


7.0416.77  8. 47;7.51 

I        : 


*  Precipitation  Incladed  in  that  of  following  day. 
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Daily  Rainfall  at  Nine  Places  in  MassaduueUs  Oeographically  Selected 

—  Continued. 

Aacast,  !•••.  acptcaiber,  ISM. 


DAT 

OF 

MOKTH. 

• 

o 

9 

• 

1 

5 

• 

1 

a 

m 

f 

a 

Chestnut  Hill, : 
Bofltoii.         1 

• 

8 

B 

3 

a 

Si 

(2 

• 

1 

B 

a 

New  Bedford. 

DAT 
OF 

Month. 

• 

n9 

• 

• 

a 

^ 

S 

• 

a 

m 

B 

B 
C 

a 

If 

S 

1  Lawrence. 

i 

• 

1 

• 

1,    .           . 

0.571.28 

0.64 

0.83 

1.98  0.90 

1.501.88 

1,  .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2..        . 

0.05  0.40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.05  0.33 

1 

2,  .       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,   .           . 

0.091.22 

0.32 

0.03 

0.45 

0.21 

2.670.61 

8.  .       . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4.  .        . 

-  0.04 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

"  !    "  . 

4.  .        . 

' 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

6,  .        . 

0.100.20 

0.24 

0.61 

0.13 

0.24 

0.280.48 

5.  .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6,  .        . 

-  0.02 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.16  -  ; 

6.  .        . 

0.04 

0.31 

0.69!    - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

7,  . 

-  1     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.010.17 

7.  .        . 

0.05 

- 

0.01!    - 

1 

- 

- 

- 

8.  .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

~ 

8,.        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9,  .        . 

0.20     - 

0.05 

0.34 

0.29 

0.04 

0.05     -  ' 

9.  .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10,  .        . 

0.100.20 

0.02 

- 

- 

0.02 

0.17 

10.  . 

- 

^ 

1 

- 

* 

- 

• 

11,  .        . 

!     ^ 

v~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

"  1 

11,.        . 

0.20|     • 

0.19     • 

• 

- 

0.05 

0.860.14 

12,.        . 

0.02     - 

0.01 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

12..        . 

0.45 

1.05 

0.181.18 

1.35 

-  0.03 

1 

0.53 

0.90 

13,  . 

0.05 

0.03 

0.01 

* 

* 

- 

- 

- 

18.  . 

0.25 

• 

• 

* 

- 

- 

0.05 

0.08 

U.  .        . 

1.00  2.90 

0.94 

2.50 

1.60 

- 

1.61 

1.29 

14,  .        . 

0.07  0.29 

1 

0.50,    • 

1 

1.01 

0.93 

0.78 

0.17 

• 

15,   . 

0.05 

0.06 

0.03 

- 

- 

1.59 

• 

•H 

0.04 

•■ 

15,  . 

0.05 

- 

0.111.05 

0.01 

0.04 

0.08 

0.06 

0.19 

16,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

t 

- 

-  . 

16.  . 

- 

- 

0.04 

-  0.010.160.03 

- 

- 

17.  .        . 

-  1    - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

o 

- 

_  1 
1 

17.  .        . 

0.800.23 

0.08 

-  ! 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18,  . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_  1 

18,  . 

1.20 

1.24 

0.50 

1 
•  1   * 

1 

~ 

0.62 

0.05 

• 

19,  .        . 

0.02     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19,  . 

0.37  0.57 

0.81 

1.65  2.23 

1.69,0.83 

1 

1.20 

1.46 

2Q,  .        . 

0.02     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.02, 

,  20,  .        . 

0.100.06 

0.01 

•  1    •  '    - 

- 

- 

- 

21,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21,  .        . 

0.12i    - 

0.03,0. 120.24,0.29:0. 16 

1      ■  1 

0.47 

0.23 

22.  .        . 

0.01 '    - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

;  22,  .        . 

1 

- 

- 

-  1    - 

-  .0.11 

- 

- 

28.  .        . 

-     -. 

- 

• 

• 

- 

*       • 

23,  .        . 

•              • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

24,  .        . 

0.10     - 

- 

0.18 

0.36 

- 

0.85 

0.95 

24,  .        . 

- 

- 

-' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26,  .        . 

o.oi!   - 

1 

1 

• 

«.:    . 

- 

- 

^ 

- 

- 

- 

26,  .        . 

0.20  0.28  0.19 

• 

- 

0.11 

0.05 

- 

27,  .        . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

"27,.        . 

0.03  0.23     -  <    -  0.25 

• 

0.31 

- 

0.060.16 

28.  .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28,  .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29,  .        . 

: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29,  .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30,  .        . 

1 

- 

'  i 

- 

- 

80,  . 

0.10 

1 
-   0.01 

0.240.20 

1 

- 

- 

0.02 

0.72 

31,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1    1 

1 

Totals, 

2.38  6.352.31 

1        1 

4.49  4.813.00 

1        1 

7.74 

3.58 

Totals, 

1 

4.04  4.28  3.35  4.24  5.30  3.32 

i 

2.80 

3.024.12 

1 

*  Precipitation  incladed  in  that  of  following  day. 
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Daili/  Ram/all  at  Nine  Places  in  Mtuaachuselta  Qeographieaily  Selected 
—  Continued. 


■  IMS. 

Mar 

•»hw. 

iA». 

MOMH.     '     = 

i 

I 

1 

1 

i 
1- 

i 

1 

i 

J! 

ill 

«'L 

j| 

1 

Psiii  j  i 

3,  .         .  '     - 

3,  .         .   O.M 

*'■         ■       ' 
0,  ,        .   0.T6 

8,  -        .  '    - 
0.  .        .  '    - 

10,  .      .  ,o.ao 

11.  .      .  1   - 

«..        .|0.20 

n,.      .  o.TO 

14.  .       .  '   - 

15.  .        .   0.03 

IS.-   .;  - 

17.  .        .  ,    - 

18, .      . ;  - 
10,  .       .      - 
20,  ,        .  .    - 

o.is 

0.« 

- 

O.H 
1.42 

. 

0.07 

Lis 

0.0* 

o.se 

».43 
9.03 

o.oo 

>.IB 

; 

0.12 

1.23 

o.ia 

1.00 

1.14 

1.23 

D.K 

..;. 

1,.         .,0.20 

2.  .      .  a.io 

3.  .        .   O.M 

4.  .     .  !  - 

s, .       .      - 

e,  .     .  i  - 
I.  .     .  '  - 

B,  -         .  10.01 

10.  .      .  'o.ii 

13,  .        .  1    - 

0.Z7 
0.14 
1.01 

0.11 

0.01 

I.W 
1.71 

0.18 
D.0« 

t,2S 

i.oa 
a.BB 

U.J7 
o.oii 

o.n 
0.J0 

D.SI 

1.13 
0.11 

.10 

>.«o.wo.3-o.;io.» 

■  I   "1   ' 

).M0.480.SS0.6Ol.SO 

-IO.OSO.02I  - '  - 
- '  -   -  'o.o*;  - 

14,  .         .  '0.03      - 

le.  .      .     -  1   - 

IB,  .        .  lO.U'O.W 
20,  .        .  'o.TOO.32 

!.09 
0.03 

0.13,    -  [0.01     - 
-      ■  |l.iB     • 

a, .     .     - 1'  -  ,  - 
M.  .      .  o.us:   -  ,0.01 

2T,  .         .    O.IWO.IDI.OO 

ai. .      .  o.43;o.e7n.n 
». .      .  o.«^   -  J..0. 

30.  .        .  0.01.    -  1    - 

u.M 

a.se 

,.it: 

O.JflO.lO 
0,01      - 

22,  .        . 

ffil,  ,        . 

24.  .         . 

25,  .         . 
29.  .         . 

28.  .         , 

20,  . 

M.  .         . 

o.ofiio.os 

-  M.4J 

0.07    • 

:;.IT2.I1 

TOTJII.S,  5.0S».M,;i.Ofl4,«ia.83 

3.M 

.» 

3.8S  1     TOT.IH.  .,1.M,5.01 

0.3-i 

0.16 

'■^' 

.^6fi.l,■,!fl.flBfl..M) 
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Daily  RainfaU  at  Nine  Places  in  Massachusetts  Geographically  Selected 

— Continued. 


December,  19S9. 


umrjf  1990. 


Day. 

or 

Month. 


1.  . 

2.  . 

3.  . 

4.  . 
ft.  . 
«,  . 

7.  . 

8.  . 

9.  . 

10,  . 

11,  . 

12,  . 

13,  . 

14,  . 

15,  . 

16,  . 

".  . 
18,  . 

1».  . 

20,  . 

21,  .• 

22,  . 
23.. 

24,  . 

25,  . 

26,  . 

27,  . 

28,  . 

29,  . 

30,  . 

31,  . 


1 

• 

a 

^ 

1 
o 

13 

i    s 

1       - 

3  ■  £ 

Frsmlngha 

Chestnut  H 
Boston. 

i 

2 

• 

a 

o 
■** 

a 

a 


u 


I 


DAT 

or 

MOMTH. 


0.15 


0.20 
0.10 


0.160.010.11 


0.20 


-   0.09  0.06 


0.110.18  0.13;    - 
-   0.10 


0.01 

* 

0.12 


* 

1 
0.23^ 


* 

-' 

• 

* 

6 

• 

9 

nut  Hil 
ton. 

i 

• 

• 

• 

^ 

j8 

t 

I 

IS 

»< 
t 

B 
Si, 

s 
s 

a 

5 

£ 

1 

S 

d 

•2 


t 

^ 


1. . 

2. 

3.  . 

4,  . 
6,  . 


7.  . 

8.  . 

9.  . 

10,  . 

11,  . 

12,  . 

13,  . 

14,  . 

15,  . 

16,  . 


0.05 


0.100.16 


0.05 


0.14 


0.21,    • 

0.110.19 

0.05 


0.13     - 


0.09 


0.42 


0.37 


0.08  0.05 
0.02     - 


0.35 

i 
0.80 

;0.05 

0.35 

I 
I    « 


0.25 
0.10 


0.32  0.38:    • 
0.960.57.0.67 


0.40 


0.49 


0.580.690.58 


0.81 


f  . 

I         I 
0.27|0.20  0.35 

I 


0.36  0.48 


*   0.44 
0.86     - 


0.23 


0.82! 

I 
~  i 

0.09 


0.02     . 


;0.05 


0.13 


•   0.17 


0.500.63 


0.530.63     * 

I        I 


0.13 
0.53 


0.21 


0.05     -  0.01     -   0.36     - 


0.42 


r3 

w 
O 

I 

o 
'A 


0.60 


0.10  0.16 


0.75 


0.331.20 


0.100.04 


17, 
18, 


0.77     ♦ 
0.28  0.74 


0.810. 


0.05 


0.37  0.25 

* 

0.14 


0.03     - 


0.23  0.20 


690 


0.32 
.23 


0.21 


I 


0.99     • 
0.361.27 


0.05 

I 

0.35 
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Totals,  3.79  3.92  3.22  3.15  2.663.22  2.82 
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29,  . 

30,  . 

31,  . 

Totals, 


0.22'     -  i0.06     * 


0.2:J0.16 


0.05  0.09  0.07  0.25  0.03     - 


3.17  3.42  2.54  3.13 

i 


2.52  2.47 


I 


I 
0.23;0.S1  0.23 

0.020.01     - 


2.44  3.09  2.78 


*  Precipitation  included  In  that  of  followint;  day. 
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Dailg  Rainfall  at  Nine  Places  in  Masgachui^ls  OeographieaOj/  Seleeted 
—  Continued. 

Febmarr.  IMO.  Var«h.  !•••• 
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Oetober,  180O.  IfOTenBb«r,  190O. 
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0.02.     - 
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.        I        .         I        t         I 


*  Precipitation  included  in  that  of  foliowinK  day. 
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Daily  Rainfall  at  Nine  Places  in  Massachusetts  Geographically  Selected 

—  Concluded. 

December,  IA90. 


DAT  OF  MOKTH. 
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*  Precipitation  incladed  in  tliat  of  following  day. 
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Flow  of  Streams. 

With  the  exception  of  a  short  drought  in  the  summer  of  1890, 
already  mentioned  in  discussing  the  rainfall,  the  flow  of  the  streams 
has  been  above  the  normal  during  nearly  all  of  the  period  under 
consideration. 

This  is  shown  by  the  following  table,  in  which  a  comparison  is 
made  between  the  flow  of  the  Sudbury  River  from  June,  1889,  to 
December,  1890,  and  the  normal  flow  of  the  same  river  as  deduced 
from  eleven  years'  observations  from  1879  to  1889,  inclusive. 

Table  showing  the  Average  Monthly  Flow  of  Sudbury  River  from  June,  1SS9,  to 
December^  1800,  inclusive,  in  Cubic  Feet  per  Second  per  Square  Milt  of 
Drainage  Area,  also  Departures  from  the  Normal  Flow. 


NoBNAL  Flow.    Actual  Flow 


MOXTH. 


Cubic  Foot  per 
Sfcoiid  I 


Cubic  Feet  per 
Second 


per  SquHre  Mile,  per  Square  Mile. 


ElXCKSS 
OR  I>EFICIKXCT. 

Cubic*  Feet  per 

Second 
per  Square  Mile 


Juuo, 

Jyiy. . 
AugUKt,  . 
September, 
Oclolier,  . 
November, 
December, 


1889. 


1890. 


January,   . 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May,  . 

June, 

.jHily, .        .         . 

Augllr>t,       . 

September, 

October,    . 

Xovciuber, 

December, 

AVKRAOK, 


0.734 
0.29S 
0.4S9 
0.442 
0.002 
1.154 
1.572 

1.090 
3.067 
3.S73 
2.961 
l.«i39 
0.7:J4 
0.208 
0.4S9 
0.442 
0.002 
1.154 
l..')72 


0.978 
0.08U 
2.215 
1.233 
1.903 
2.907 
3.467 

1.940 
2.137 
6.636 
2.807 
2.114 
0.S50 
0.167 
0.204 
0.685 
3.515 
1.S19 
1.543 


-H).244 
-fO.682 
-fl.726 
4-0.791 
-1-1.211 
-i-1.753 
-f  1.895 

—0.050 
—0.930 
+1.763 
— 0.W4 
-hO-475 

-ra.il6 

—0.131 
—0.285 
-H).343 
i-2.823 
H-0.665 
—0.029 


1.2T9 


1.9.'>3 


-j-0.fl74 


The  next  table  shows  the  weekly  fluctuations  in  the  flow  of  the  two 
streams  mo.st  carefully  measured,  namely,  the  Sudbury  and  the  Merri- 
mack. The  flow  of  these  streams,  particularly  the  Sudbury,  will  serve 
to  indicate  the  condition  of  other  streams  in  eastern  Massachusetts. 
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Table  Showing  the  Average  Weekly  Flow  of  the  Sudbury  and  Merritnack  liivem, 
in  Cubic  Feet  per  Second  per  Square  Mile,  from  June,  1S89,  to  December, 
1890,  inclusive. 
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SUGGESTIONS 


A8  TO  TUS 


SELECTION  OF  SOURCES  OF 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


By  FREDERIC  P.  STEARNS, 

ENOINEEK   OF  THE   BOARD. 


SUGeESTIONS  AS  TO  THE  SELECTION  OF 
SOUKCES  OF  WATER  SUPPLY* 


Id  selecting  a  source  of  water  supply  it  is  essential  that  all 
water  should  be  rejected  which  is  seriously  polluted  with  domes- 
tic sewage.  There  are  other  waters  not  so  polluted,  as  for 
instance  those  having  a  disagreeable  taste  and  odor  or  drawn 
directly  from  swamps,  which  are  manifestly  unfit  for  drinking. 
A  water  may  also  be  rejected  by  reason  of  its  extreme  hardness, 
which  makes  it  unsuitable  for  washing  purposes  and  for  use  in 
boilers.  Among  the  waters  which  may  be  used  there  is  a  large 
difference  in  quality,  and  this  in  connection  with  the  quantity 
and  cost  should  receive  careful  consideration  in  making  the 
selection. 

Sources  may  be  divided  into  two  general  classes,  those  in 
which  the  supply  is  taken  from  the  ground,  known  as  ground 
waters,  and  those  obtained  from  lakes,  ponds,  streams  and 
storage  reservoirs,  known  as  surface  waters. 

The  prominent  characteristic  of  ground  water  is  freedom 
from  color  and  organic  matter  (including  microscopic  organ- 
isms), while  surface  waters  are  frequently  colored  with  vege- 
table matter  derived  from  swamps,  and  almost  always  contain 
a  greater  or  less  number  of  microscopic  or  hir«2:er  organisms, 
which,  when  abundant,  frequently  impart  to  the  water  u  dis- 
agreeable taste  and  odor. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  quantity,  sufficient  surface 
water  can  be  obtained  for  the  largest  cities,  and  the  amount 
which  can  be  obtained  from  a  given  water-shed  can  be  estimated 
in  advance  with  a  large  degree  of  accuracy.  Ground  water 
supplies,  on  the  other  hand,  are  nmch  more  limited  in  quantity. 


♦  These  suggestions  are  based  mainly  upon  observations  in  Massachusetts,  and,  in 
eome  respect?,  will  be  inapplicable  to  other  places  where  different  conditions  prevail. 
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and  the  amount  to  be  obtained  from  any  given  place  oauiiot  be 
as  accurately  predicted. 

Aa  a  whole  we  may  say  that  wben  unpolluted  ground  water 
can  be  obtained  in  Hufficieut  quantity  from  regions  where  the 
water  does  not  dissolve  much  mineral  matter  and  in'this  way 
become  bard,  it  is  very  much  to  be  preferred  to  surface  water 
for  the  supply  of  a  city  or  town. 

With  these  general  statements  we  will  proceed  to  consider 
in  greater  detail  the  quantity  and  quality  of  water  to  be  derived 
from  surface  and  ground  water  sources,  including  amun^  the 
ground  waters  those  taken  from  wells  and  filter-galleries  huilt 
beside  streams  and  ponds,  and  deriving  their  water,  in  part,  from 
these  surface  waters,  by  filtration. 

The  question  of  the  quality  of  waters  variously  situated  has 
l>een  so  fully  treated  in  the  special  report  of  the  Board,  Part  I., 
1890,  ibiit  the  present  article  will  give  greater  prominence  to 
the  quantitij  of  water  to  be  obtained  under  diiferent  circum- 
stances. 

CJCANTiTV  OF  Surface  Water. 

All  sources  from  which  water  is  obtained  depend  for  their 
supply  upon  the  rain  wbicb  falls  upon  the  area  from  which  the 
water  can  How  over  the  surface  or  under  ground  to  the  point 
whence  it  is  taken  for  use.  In  a  great  majority  of  cases  this 
area  coincides  with  the  superficial  water-sbed  of  the  stream  or 
pond  utilized.  We  have,  therefore,  as  very  important  factors 
aflfectiiig  the  quantity  of  water,  the  amount  of  the  annual  rainfall 
and  the  area  of  the  water-shed. 

The  whole  of  the  rain  wbicb  falls  upon  a  water-shed  does  Dot 
flow  olf  into  the  streams,  because  much  is  lost  by  evaporatioD 
from  the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  amount  of  this  loss  has 
been  determined  practically  by  comparing  the  quantity  of 
water  falling  upon  a  given  water-sbcd  (as  deduced  from  the 
depth  of  rainfall  and  the  area  of  the  water-shed)  with  the 
amount  of  water  flowing  off  in  the  streams.  Very  valuable 
records  of  this  character  have  been  kept  by  the  city  of  Boston 
fur  many  years  at  Cochituate  Luke,  Sudbury  River  and  Mystic 
Lake,  and  the  results  have  been  published  in  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Boston  AVattT  Board.  From  these  we  learn  that 
tbe  average  percentage  of  rainfall  collected  from  these   three 
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Avenffe 

Rainfall. 

Inches. 


Average 

Rainfall 

Collected. 

Inches. 


Per  Cent. 
Collected. 


Lake  Cochituate  (2S  years'  obser\'ationK) ,  . 
Budbury  River  (16  years'  obBcrvatlouv), 
Mystic  Laise  (13  years'  observations),  . 


47.82 
45.80 
44.11 


20.55 
22.67 
20.22 


42.J»7 
49.50 
45.84 


In  attempting  to  determine  the  quantity  of  water  which  can 
be  made  available  for  use  from  any  given  source,  the  above 
figures,  representing  the  average  results  of  many  years'  obser- 
vations, have  only  a  limited  value,  because  there  is  a  marked 
variation  in  the  amount  of  rainfall  in  different  vears  and  a  still 
greater  difference  in  the  amount  of  rainfall  collected,  the  rule 
being  that  the  percentage  collected  decreases  with  the  amount  of 
the  annual  rainfall ;  moreover,  there  is  a  vast  difference  in  the 
amount  of  rainfall  collected  at  different  seasons  of  the  year. 
In  view  of  these  differences  it  is  obviously  necessary  to  take  into 
account  the  rainfall  collected  during  dry  periods  of  much  less 
than  a  year's  duration.  This  can  he  done  by  means  of  the 
records  of  the  Boston  Water  Works  above  referred  to.  Of 
these  the  Sudbury  River  records  are  the  most  accurate  and  the 
most  generally  applicable  to  conditions  existing  at  other  places, 
and,  on  account  of  their  value  as  a  basis  for  water  supply  esti- 
mates, they  are  reproduced  from  the  reports  of  the  Boston 
Water  Board  in  the  following  table.  The  rainfall  collected  is 
also  shown  graphically  upon  the  diagram  opposite  page  340. 
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The  most  promioent  feature  of  the  table  and  diagrum  is  the  im- 
mense dJfl'ereiice  in  the  amount  of  water  collected  in  the  spring 
and  in  the  summer;  bnt  the  difference  between  the  flow  of  dif- 
ferent years  is  also  very  great.  The  dryeat  years  were  1880  and 
X883,  in  each  of  which  there  was  a  severe  drought  during  the 
last  seven  montba,  and  even  during  the  spring  of  each  of  these 
years  the  amount  collected  was  much  less  than  in  other  years. 
The  summer  of  1881)  was  in  marked  contrast  with  all  of  the 
others,  the  flow  being  unprecedented ly  high. 

As  has  already  been  indicated  it  is  necessary  in  estimating 
the  capacity  of  sources  of  water  supply  to  take  into  account  the 
dryest  periods  which  have  occurred,  and  which  consequently 
may  recur;  and  for  this  reason  it  is  the  miniranma  recorded  in 
the  foregoing  table  which  have  the  most  value.  These  for 
periods  varying  in  duration  from  one  monlh  to  sixteen  yeara 
have  been  carefully  selected  from  the  table,  and  are  presented 
in  more  convenient  form  in  the  one  which  follows  ;  — 


Table  showing  the  Average  DaUy  Flow  from  the  SKdbunj  River  Waler-^ied 
for  Differetii  Periods,  varying  from  One  Month  to  Sixteen  Tears,  atleeling 
in  Each  Case  (he  Drijcst  Period  of  the  Given  Duration. 
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With  such  a  vast  difference  intheavcnige  daily  flow  during  the 
dryest  mouth  and  the  dryesl  year,  aud  also  in  tho  flow  during  the 
dryesl  year  aud  ii  long  spries  of  years,  it  is  obvious  that  the  (juaD- 
tity  of  water  which  can  be  made  available  from  a  given  water-shed 
depends  very  much  upon  the  amount  which  can  be  stored  in  sea- 
sons when  water  is  abundant  for  use  duriug  seasons  of  drought. 

It  is  feasible  to  deduce  from  the  Sudbury  River  records  8 
table  which  will  show  directly  the  amount  of  storage  necessary 
to  make  available  different  quantities  of  water  per  day  from 
each  square  mile  of  water-shed,"  where  the  conditions  are  simi- 
lar to  those  which  exist  at  Sudbury  River.  A  table  of  this 
character  is  given  below,  which,  in  addition  lo  the  amount  of 
storage  required,  gives  tho  length  of  time  the  reservoir  would 
have  been  below  high  water  mark  during  the  diyeat  period  of 
the  given  duration,  and  the  date  when  the  water  iu  the  reser- 
voir would  have  reached  its  lowest  level. 

Table  shoiriug  the  Amouid  of  Storuye  Teipiircd  to  fnakt.  Araiitthle  IiiffemU 
Daily  Voluiwa  of  Water  per  Square  Mile  of  Waler-thed.^  bused  upon  the 
Rtconi*  of  the  Flow  of  Sudbury  Mivtr  from  1875  to  1890,  inclvHve. 
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Having  deduced  from  the  Sudbury  River  records  the  facts 
given  io  the  laat  table,  we  have  next  to  consider  to  whnt  extent 
they  are  applicuble  to  other  water-sheds.  It  may  be  said  in  a 
general  way  that  the  dry  weather  flow  of  difl'erent  streams  per 
square  mile  of  water-abed,  without  artificial  slornge,  is  liable 
to  difl'or  greatly ;  but  that  the  tolal  yearly  flow  does  not  vary 
nearly  as  much.  In  many  cases  it  will  be  found,  by  applying 
the  Sudbury  River  records  directly,  that  there  is  so  great  a 
diflerence  between  the  estimated  yield  and  the  amount  of  water 
requiied  that  any  further  refinement  is  unnecessary.  In  other 
cases  it  is  necessary  to  take  into  account  everything  which  may 
afic'ct  the  application  of  these  records.  The  chief  causes  of  vari- 
ation ill  the  yield  of  difl'erent  water-sheds  per  equare  mile,  after 
tal<in<:  into  account  the  influence  of  storage,  are  :  the  amount  of 
rainfall  and  its  distribuliou  throughout  the  year,  the  area  of 
water  surfaces,  the  character  of  the  surface  of  the  ground  as 
regards  topography  and  material,  and  the  size  of  the  water-shed. 
There  is  also  another  feature  which  frequently  requires  conaid- 
eratiiui,  particularly  with  small  and  steep  waler-shede  ;  namely, 
the  loss  of  water  by  leakage  past  dams  and  by  filtration  through 
the  ground  to  a  lower  levei. 

The  conditions  which  existed  upon  the  Sudbury  River  water- 
shed during  the  time  included  in  the  records  were  as  follows  : 
The  area  of  the  water-shed  from  which  the  flow  was  measured 
was  77.7(54  squiire  miles  until  the  end  of  1878,  then  78. S 
square  miles  until  the  end  of  1880,  and  afVer  that  time  75.199 
square  miles.  These  areas  include  all  water  surfaces.  Frnm  the 
beginning  of  the  observations  until  the  end  of  1878,  the  water 
surfjices  consisted  of  Farm  Pond,  Whitehall  Pond  (which  was 
flowed  in  winter  and  drawn  down  in  summer),  several  mill- 
ponds,  and  the  various  streams.  The  area  of  these  combined 
water  surfaces  was  equal  to  1.02  per  cent,  of  the  land  surfaces. 
The  construction  of  artificial  storage  reservoirs  has 
increased  the  area  of  water  surfaces.  Three  reservoirs  were 
completed  and  filled  in  187y,  making  the  total  area  of  water 
surfaces  after  this  date,  until  1886,  2.31  per  cent,  of  the  land 
surfaces.  In  1886,  Reservoir  No.  4  was  added,  increasing  the 
per  cent,  of  water  surfaces  to  2.92.  The  dryest  periods 
occurred  between  the  years  1879  and  188(!,  and  it  may  there- 
fore be  assumed   that   the  water   surfaces   of  Sudbury  River 
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which  had  the  most  effect  upon  the  pvpsent  records  were  2.31 
per  ccut.  of  the  land  area. 

The  flow  of  the  river  past  tho  loweat  dam  has  been  greatly 
moditied  by  the  use  of  the  artiticial  reservoirs;  but  this  does 
not  appear  iti  the  records,  because  the  amount  fiowiu;;  past  the 
dam  is  corroded  by  the  amount  added  to  or  drawn  from  i<torage. 
The  object  in  making  these  corrections  has  been  to  eliniinnle 
the  effect  of  the  reservoirs  and  to  present  in  the  records  the 
natural  flow  of  the  stream  modified  only  by  siich  storage  as  is 
furnished  by  ordinary  mill-ponds  and  by  Whitehall  Pond.  It 
cannot,  however,  be  said  that  the  effect  of  iho  reservoirs  is 
wholly  eliminated,  because  the  evaporation  from  the  increased 
water  surfaces  is  not  taken  into  account ;  and  the  <iry  weather 
flows  recorded  are  consequently  less  than  they  would  be  if 
these  reservoirs  did  not  exist. 

The  average  annual  rainfall  upon  the  Sudbury  River  water- 
Bbed  te  nearly  the  same  as  that  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  so 
that  it  is  not  often  necessary  to  take  into  account  any  difference 
of  this  kind. 

The  water-shed  of  the  Sudbury  River  contains  many  hills 
with  steep  slopes,  some  of  which  are  used  for  pasturage  and 
others  are  covered  with  a  small  growth  of  wood.  The  valleya, 
as  a  rule,  are  not  steep,  and  there  are  extensive  areas  of 
swampy  land,  generally  covered  with  a  growth  of  brush  and 
trees.  The  hilla  are,  for  the  most  part,  of  rather  impervious 
clayey  material,  containing  boulders,  while  the  flat  land  U 
sandy  and  in  some  cases  gravelly. 

The  special  characteristics  of  the  Sudbury  River  water-shed 
have  thus  been  described  in  detail,  so  that  in  applying  the 
results  to  other  water-sheds  such  modiflcations  could  )>e  made 
as  would  be  rendered  necessary  by  the  diflerence  in  conditions. 

In  this  paper  further  consideration  will  lie  given  only  to  the 
effect  of  a  varying  percentage  of  water  surfaces  upon  the 
yield  of  water-sheds,  and  to  the  flow  during  short  periods  of 
drought. 

With  regard  to  the  effect  of  water  surfaces  it  has  been  a 
common  practice  to  leave  them  out  of  consideration  in  estimat- 
ing the  area  of  a  water-shed,  upon  the  assumplioh  tliat  the 
evaporation  from  water  surfaces  oflsets  the  rainfall  upon  them. 
The  Sudbury  River  reconls,  however,  were  not  made  upon  tbis 
bB8)8,  wild  they  are  therefore  strictly  applicalile  only  lo  wat«r- 
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eheila  which  have  the  eame  proportion  of  water  surfaces,  unless 
B  correction  is  made  for  evaporation. 

A  table  will  be  presented  subeequontly  which  gives  the 
yield  per  square  mile  of  land  surface,  when  in  addilioii  to  the 
land  there  is  a  varying  percentage  of  water  surfaces.  Before 
presenting  thia  table,  however,  it  may  bo  well  to  indicate  in  a 
general  way  the  relation  of  the  evaporation  from  water  sur- 
faces to  the  rainfall  upon  them. 

For  determining  the  amount  of  evaporation,  the  most  valua- 
ble information  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  paper*  presented  by 
Desmond  FitzGerald,  C.E.,  to  the  American  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers,  based  upon  experiments  made  upon  the  Boston 
Water  Works,  chiefly  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  Boston.  In 
bis  paper,  as  the  result  of  several  years'  experiments,  a  mean 
evaporation  for  each  month  of  the  year  is  given.  By  corapar- 
this  with  the  mean  rainfall  for  each  mouth,  as  given  at  the 
end  of  the  table  on  page  340,  we  can  obtain  the  relation 
between  evaporation  and  rainfall  in  an  ordinary  year ;  and  as 
the  evaporation  does  not  vary  very  much  from  year  to  year,  we 
can  also  obtain  approximately  the  relation  between  the  evapora- 
tion and  rainfall  in  a  dry  year,  by  comparing  the  average  evap- 
oration with  the  rainfall  in  a  dry  year  like  1883. 

The  results  of  these  comparisons  are  shown  hy  the  following 
table  and  diagram  :  — 

Talile  showing  Relation  of  Evaporation  to  Rainfall. 
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Ditiijrni,!  Rfiowiiig  Ihe  Relation  of  Evitporntion  to  Itain/all. 
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NojB.  —  Tlie  corv«l  liiifs  sliow  (hi  nvrtnBe  ernpormlon  in  imhos  por  month,  antl  ih« 
borlionlal  lines  llic  rainfall,  aleo  in  inclica,  per  uiuiilli.  Tbe  tlner  litiU'iilii^  indli-iite^  Uie 
»CMi  of  r«lnfiill,  and  tte  eoancr  bBicbin;  ibe  esces*  orevaporailon. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  facts  presented  that  the  monthly 
rainrall  viirieB  much  less  during  the  year  than  the  evaporation ; 
also  that  in  an  average  year  the  rainfiitl  is  6.68  inches  greater 
than  the  eviiporation.  The  average  year  may  he  divided  into 
two  periods,  one  extending  From  May  to  Septemlier,  inchisive, 
in  which  the  evaporation  is  8.77  inches  greater  than  the  ruin- 
fall  ;  and  the  other  extending  from  Oi:toher  to  April,  ineliiT-ive, 
in  which  the  rainfall  exceeds  the  evaporation  by  1.1.45  inches. 

In  the  year  of  lotv  rainfall  the  evaporation  was  l!.34  inches 
greater  than  the  rainfall.  During  the  warmer  months,  from 
April  to  September,  inclusive,  the  excess  of  evaporation  was 
15.22  inches,  and  during  the  other  six  months  the  rainfall  was 
8.88  inches  in  excess  of  the  evaporation.  These  Sgures  indicate 
that  a  pond  will  not  lower  by  evaporation  in  a  dry  summer  more 
than  about  fifteen  inches,  even  if  it  receives  no  water  from  its 
water-ahed. 

In  order  to  present  in  the  most  convenient  form  the  yield  of 
water-sheds  per  square  mile,  the  following  table  has  been  pre- 
pared, which  gives  the  quantity  of  water  which  may  be  made 
available  per  square  mile  of  water-shed  (estimating  land  sur- 
faces only),  with  varying  amounts  of  storage  and  a  varying  per- 
centage of  water  surfaces.  In  preparing  the  table  the  records 
of  the  How  of  Sudbury  River  and  of  the  rainfall  upon  the  Sud- 
bury River  water-shed  from  1875  to  18£tO,  inclusive,  as  given  in 
the  table  on  pages  338-340,  have  been  used  ;  also  the  records  of 
evaporation  from  water  surfaces  from  observations  made  chiefly 
at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  during  the  years  1876  to  1880  and 
1885  to  18b7.  For  other  years,  when  the  evaporation  was  not 
measured,  the  average  evaporation,  as  given  in  the  table  on  page 
345,  has  been  used.  The  flow  per  square  mile  is  in  all  cases 
the  smallest  recorded  after  taking  into  account  the  evaporation 
from  water  surfaces. 
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7'abk  xlmtBing  the  Amount  of  Storage  rtqtiired  to  vmke  Available  Different 
Daily  Volvjaeit'of  Waif r per  Square  Mtleof  Walerslnd  (rathmUiTty  Land 
Burfacrg  only),  correcUd  for  //le  Jifccl  of  KvaporalioH  and  Hainfall  on 
Varyiny  I'erceiUages  of  Water  8urfat.rii,  nol  indtidcil  in  rstiinaliiig  tha 
Area  i^  the  Waler-shfjt. 
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The  table  ehowa  that  a  daily  yield  of  1,000,000  gallDns  per 
square  mile  of  land  surface  can  lie  made  available  nben  there  is 
a  very  large  amount  of  storage,  such  a3  may  be  found  in  some 
iostanceB  where  a  laige  pond  is  fed  by  a  very  amall  water-shed. 
To  obtain  this  quantity,  however,  would  require  the  reservoir 
to  be  below  high  water  mark  for  eleven  years ;  and  during  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  time  the  water  would  not  rise  nearly 
to  high  water  mark,  even  in  the  spring.  In  practice  this  would 
be  objectionable  as  it  would  permit  the  growth  of  weedsi 
grasses  and  bushes  on  the  exposed  shores  of  the  reservoir. 
Taking  everything  into  account  it  may  be  said  that  the  greatest 
amount  which  can  be  made  practically  available  from  a  square 
mile  of  water-shed  does  not  exceed  900,000  gallons  per  day, 
and  the  cases  are  very  nire  m  which  more  than  1500,000  gallons 
per  square  mile  per  day  can  be  made  availalile  when  it  ia 
necessary  to  store  the  water  in  artiticial  reservoirs. 

As  a  matter  of  theoretical  interest  only,  it  may  be  said  that 
to  make  available  the  average  yield  of  the  Sudbury  River  water- 
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shed  for  the  entire  sixteen  years  (1,079,000  gallons  per  day 
per  square  mile)  would  require  a  storage  capacity  of  not  leas 
than  725,000,000  gallons  per  square  mile.  This  is  about  six 
times  the  amount  of  storage  which  it  is  now  considered  feasible 
to  provide  on  this  water-shed. 

The  amount  of  water  which  can  be  madfl  available  from  a 
given  water-shed  will  not  always  depend  upon  the  quantity  of 
water  which  can  be  stored,  because  considerations  of  quality 
require  that  the  levels  of  the  reservoir  should  not  be  made  to 
fluctuate  too  much,  and  that  the  reservoir  should  not  be  drawn 
betow  high-water  mark  for  too  long  a  time. 

The  diagram  given  opposite  the  following  page  has  been  pre- 
pared from  the  Sudbury  River  records  to  show  the  fluctuations 
of  a  reservoir  from  which  various  quantities  of  water  —  namely, 
400,000,  600,000,  800,000  and  900,000  gallons  per  day  per 
square  mile  —  are  drawn.  The  dotted  lines  marked  "overflow" 
represent  the  full  reservoir.  Where  the  full  lines  full  below 
the  dotted  lines  a  draught  upon  the  reservoir  is  indicated,  the 
amount  of  which  in  gallons  of  storage  per  square  mile  is  sliown 
by  the  scale  given  on  the  diagram.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  con- 
sumption of  800,000  or  900,000  gallons  per  day  per  square 
mile  causes  a  reservoir  to  be  drawn  below  high-water  mark  for 
many  years  at  a  time,  which  could  hardly  be  permitted  except 
in  the  case  of  a  natural  pond  with  gravelly  shores. 

The  application  in  actual  practice  of  the  table  on  the  opposite 
page  may  be  better  understood  by  giving  an  example.  Let  us 
assume  that  it  is  desired  to  know  the  yield  of  a  pond  having  an 
area  of  .15  of  a  square  mile  and  au  available  storage  capacity 
of  225,000,000  gallons,  which  has  draining  into  it  1.5  square 
miles  of  land  surface.  The  amount  of  storage  in  this  case 
would  be  equivalent  to  150,000,000  gallons  per  square  mile  of 
land  surface,  and  the  water  surface  would  equal  ten  per  cent, 
of  the  land  surface.  By  looking  in  the  column  of  the  table 
headed  ten  per  cent,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  storage  of  150,000,000 
gallons  per  square  mite  corresponds  to  a  daily  volume  of 
between  600,000  and  700,000  gallons  per  square  mile,  or  more 
exactly  by  proportion  to  660,000  gallons,  equal  to  990,000 
gallons  daily  for  the  whole  water-shed.  The  results  obtained  by 
this  method  will  in  some  cases  be  practically  correct.  In  other 
cases  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  account  of  local  coaditioas. 


promiDeot  among  which  may  be  leakage  past  a  daDi  or  filtra- 
tion through  the  grouud  to  lower  levels  ;  and  the  application  of 
judgmeDt  will  often  be  necessary  to  deteruiine  whether  the  \va(er- 
ahed  under  considcratioo  will  yield  the  same  or  a  greater  or 
less  amouDt  per  square  mile  than  that  of  the  Sudbury  River. 

The  only  point  remaiuing  to  Ire  considered  with  regard  to 
the  quantity  of  surface  water  relates  to  the  flow  from  water-sheds 
during  short  periods  of  extreme  drought.  The  flow  during  such 
periods  is  chiefly  of  importance  when  it  is  desired  to  know  the 
minimum  flow  of  streams  on  which  little  or  no  storage  can  be 
obtained.  On  such  water-sheds  the  water  surfaces  are  generally 
insignificant,  so  that  the  Sudbury  River  records  are  not  applica- 
ble unless  they  are  corrected  for  evaporation.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  natural  dry  weather  flow  of  streams  per  square  mile 
depends  much  upon  the  extent  of  the  water-shed  :  l>ecause 
it  is  frequently  observed  that  streams  draining  but  a  small 
area  dry  up  in  summer,  while  those  draining  large  areas 
continue  to  flow,  though  with  a  greatly  reduced  volume. 
There'  is  also  a  large  variation  in  the  dry  weather  flow  from 
water-sheds  of  the  same  size  due  to  th^  amount  of  water 
Btored  in  the  ground  and  subsequently  coming  out  in  the  form 
of  springs.  The  records  of  the  natural  flow  of  streams  in  a 
very  dry  period  are  very  meagre.  The  lowest  flow  of  the  Sud- 
bury River  occurred  during  the  month  of  September,  1884,  and 
averaged  only  44,000  gallons  daily  per  square  mile  of  water- 
shed. Correcting  for  the  excess  of  the  evaporation  from  water 
surfaces  over  the  niinfall  upon  them,  we  obtain  97,000  "  giillons 
per  square  mile  as  the  amount  that  the  flow  would  have  been 
if  there  had  been  no  water  surfaces.  The  next  lowest  monthly 
record  was  in  September,  1877,  GO, 000  gallons  per  square  mile. 
At  this  date  the  reservoirs  had  not  been  constructed  and  the 
area  of  water  surfaces  to  l>e  corrected  for  evaporation  was 
smaller.  Making  the  correction  we  have  as  the  flow  per  square 
mile  82,000  gallons  per  day. 

In  the  report  of  the  Water  Commissioners  of  the  Fittsfield 
Fire  District,  dated  April  I,  1887,  it  is  stated  that  on  Sept. 
10,  1886,  at  the  end  of  a  somewhat  extended  drought,  it  was 

•  Tbls  i)dantltf  li  lomewliftt  larger  tbftn  It  Bhonid  be  m  no  accoant  li  taken  at  ths 
wat«r  wlilcb  came  IYodi  the  ground  adio)n\ng  tbe  reiervolra  u  Ihey  were  being  dnwn 
down  to  npplr  tbe  dtjr. 
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found  by  a  careful  iiieBaiireineQt  that  446,000  gallons  were 
flowing  daily  in  Sackett  Brook  and  in  Ashley  Brook  below  the 
Ashley  Resorvoir,  at  a  time  when  no  water  was  overflowing 
from  this  reservoir.  The  area  from  which  this  water  flowed  was 
found  by  a  measurement  from  the  topographical  map  of  the 
State  to  be  5.3  square  miles ;  consequently  the  flow  equals 
84.000  gallons  per  square  mile.  This  drainage  area  is  moun- 
tainous, and  contains  no  water  surfaces  except  the  streams. 

In  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  of 
Northampton  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  1,  18(^3,  a  measure- 
ment of  Roberts'  Meadow  Brook  in  August,  1882,  is  recorded. 
The  volume,  when  the  stream  was  at  its  lowest  point,  was 
450,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  area  of  the  water- 
shed is  10.6  square  miles ;  hence  the  How  per  square  mile 
amounted  to  42,000  galloos  per  day.  This  water-shed  has 
steep  slopes,  and  contains  do  ponds  or  reservoirs  of  any 
importance. 

On  Aug.  8,  1890,  Beaver  Dam  Brook,  one  of  the  feeders  of 
Lake  Cochitunte,  was  measured  by  the  engineers  of  the  .State 
Board  of  Health.  The  volume  of  water  flowing  was  found  to 
be  221,000  gallons  per  day.  The  measurement  was  made  at 
the  point  where  the  brook  first  crosses  the  road  between 
Natick  and  South  Frnmingham.  The  area  of  the  water-shed  of 
the  brook  al>ove  this  point,  as  taken  from  the  topographical 
map  of  the  State,  is  5. 82  square  miles,  making  the  daily  flow 
per  square  mile  38,000  gallons.  This  water-shed  contains 
Waushakum  Pond,  which  has  an  area  of  87  acres,  and  a  very 
large  area  of  meadow  and  swampy  land. 

It  should  be  remarked  with  reference  to  the  figures  which 
have  been  given  that  the  Sudbury  River  records  represent  the 
average  flow  for  a  mouth,  while  the  other  measurements  repre- 
sent the  flow  at  one  time  only.  On  the  other  hand  the  Sud- 
bury River  measurements  represent  the  dryest  periods  occurring 
in  sixteen  years,  while  the  other  measurements,  although  taken 
Bt  times  of  very  low  flow,  do  not  probably  represent  tho 
drjest  periods  which  occurred. 

Judging  from  the  few  measurements  which  are  available  it 
seems  fair  to  infer  that  the  minimum  flow  from  a  square  mile 
of  water-shed  without  storage  will  not,  under  favorable  condi- 
tioii8»  exceed  80,000  gallons  daily ;  and  that  under  conditions 


freqiientlj'  met  with  the  flow  may  not  be  more  than  half  of  this 
amount;  or  with  very  small  water-sheds  it  may  be  nothing  at 
all,  as  in  the  case  already  cited  of  streams  which  mn  dry  in 
summer.  Thege  statements  tlo  not,  however,  apply  to  the 
larger  streams,  such  ns  the  Connecticut,  Merrimack  and  Chico- 
pee  rivers,  which  have  n  larger  minimum  tiow. 

Quantity  of  Ground  Wateb. 
It  has  already  been  stated  that  ground  water  supplies  are 
much  more  limited  as  regards  quantity  than  surface  waters, 
and  that  the  amount  to  be  obtained  Ht  any  given  place  cannot 
be  as  accurately  predicted.  There  are,  however,  many  exam- 
ples in  this  State  which  show  that  the  towns  and  smaller  cities 
can  obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  ground  water  where  the  local 
conditions  are  favorable ;  for  instance,  the  city  of  Newton, 
with  a  population  in  ISWO  of  24,379,  obtains  a  ground  wal«r 
supply,  and  has  recently  been  extending  its  works  with  a  view 
to  supplying  a  much  larger  population. 

The  statement  that  the  qunntity  of  ground  water  cannot  be 
as  accurately  predicted  as  the  quantity  of  surface  water  should 
not  lead  to  the  inference  that  the  quantity  of  ground  water  to 
be  obtained  from  any  given  source  is  chielly  a  matter  of  guess- 
work, because  it  is  fensHile  in  most  cases  as  a  result  of  experi- 
ence and  calculation  to  determine  with  a  moderate  degree  of 
accuracy  the  quantity  of  ground  water  which  can  be  obtained 
from  a  given  source. 

In  the  case  of  ground  waters  as  in  the  case  of  surface  waters 
the  supply  is  dependent  upon  the  rainfall.  It  may  be  the  rain 
which  falls  in  the  vicinity  of  the  source  and  filters  directly 
through  the  ground  to  it,  or  it  may  be  that  which  finds  its  way 
into  the  streams  and  then  filters  through  the  bottom  of  the 
stream  into  the  ground  near  the  source  from  which  the  supply 
is  taken  ;  but  it  rarely  happens  that  the  supply  comes  from  the 
rain  which  falls  far  outside  of  the  direct  water-shed  of  the 
source  or  of  the  stream  near  it. 

lu  a  large  majority  of  cases  ground  water  supplies  are  taken 
froiH  large  wells,  tubular  wells,  filter-galleries  or  filter-basina 
situated  in  the  low  land  adjacent  to  some  large  stream  or  pond. 
There  are  many  instances,  however,  in  which  the  supply  is 
taken  from  a  locality  where  no  water  comes  by  filtration  from 
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a  stream  or  pond,  and  the  whole  supply  is  consequently  rain 
water  which  filters  into  and  through  the  ground  to  the  point  froni 
which  the  water  is  taken.  These  two  classes  of  ground  winters 
require  a  somewhat  dilfet'ent  consideration ;  and  the  latter,  in 
which  a  supply  is  taken  from  what  may  be  called  the  direct 
water-shed  of  the  well,"  will  be  considered  first, 

In  this  case  the  conditions  are  in  some  respecta  similar  to 
those  which  obtain  in  the  case  of  surface  water  supplies  ;  that 
is,  the  size  of  the  water-shed,  the  proportion  of  the  niinfall 
which  will  filter  into  the  ground,  and  the  amount  of  available 
storage  in  the  interstices  of  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
well  are  important  factors ;  and  there  is  in  addition  a  factor 
which  does  not  appear  as  prominently  in  the  case  of  surface 
water  supplies,  namely,  the  porosity  of  the  ground. 

Statistics  regarding  the  proportion  of  the  rainfall  which  will 
filter  into  the  ground  are  very  few,  but  it  is  obvious  that  much 
less  will  enter  the  ground  where  the  surface  is  sloping  and 
nearly  impervious  than  where  it  is  flat  and  porous.  Probably 
the  most  favorable  water-shed  that  can  he  obtained  is  o&e 
which  is  generally  level  and  gravelly  and  contains  numerous 
depressions  having  no  outlet,  so  that  all  the  water  from  the 
rainfall  which  is  not  lost  by  evaporation  goes  of  necessity  into 
the  ground.  Much  of  the  water-shed  of  the  Mansfield  source 
of  supply  is  of  this  character.  Under  these  most  favorable 
conditions  it  seems  probable  ihat  the  quantity  of  water  which 
passes  into  the  ground  will  not  vary  much  from  that  which 
flows  over  the  surface  and  underground  from  the  same  area  of 
water-shed  into  a  stream.  We  may,  therefore,  for  the  present, 
estimate  that  the  quantity  of  water  which  can  be  collected  Irom 
the  water-shed  of  a  ground  water  source  will  not  in  any  case 
exceed  the  amount  to  be  collected  from  an  equal  area  of  water- 
shed of  a  surface  water  source,  and  that  generally  it  will  be 
less  by  the  amount  which  runs  off  over  the  surface. 

There  is  a  common  tendency  to  over-estimate  the  quantity  of 
water  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground  in  a  localily  where 
nature  has  already  provided  a  free  flowing  spring,  or  where 
flowing  test  wells  have  been  driven  ;  but  estimates  based  upon 
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the  size  of  the  water-ehed  draining  toward  the  spring  or  weU 
will  often  show  how  incorrect  these  estimateeare. 

Although  a  eiifficient  water-shed  ib  essential  it  is  equally 
essential  that  the  ground  should  ho  porous  enough  to  permit  the 
required  quantity  of  water  to  How  from  the  ground  into  the 
well. 

In  many  cases  where  the  supply  required  is  not  very  large 
sufficient  information  as  to  the  porosity  of  the  ground  can  be 
obtained  by  driving  test  wells  and  determining  the  character 
of  the  strata  penetrated.  Some  additional  information  may  also 
be  obtained  by  pumping  from  these  wells  with  a  hand  pump. 
In  order  to  predict  tbe  quantity  of  water  which  will  fiow  into 
a  well,  after  the  character  of  the  material  is  known,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  depend  upon  the  experience  obtained  from  existing  wells 
in  similar  situuUous.  Some  information  bearing  upon  this 
subject  is  given  in  the  table  opposite  page  358. 

In  cases  where  a  larger  supply  is  necessary,  or  where  the 
results  of  the  tests  above  mentioned  are  not  sufficiently  definite, 
it  may  become  desirable  to  make  a  mere  complete  test,  which 
is  generally  dune  by  driving  a  large  number  of  test  wells,  con- 
oecting  them  all  with  a  single  suction  pipe  and  pumping  from 
them. 

A  test  of  this  character  is  generally  intended  to  show  not 
only  the  porosity  of  the  ground,  but  also  to  indicate  the  iimouRt 
of  storage  which  is  available,  and  the  distance  from  which  the 
ground  water  may  be  drawn  to  the  wells  when  tbe  wuter  in 
their  vicinity  is  lowered  by  long-continued  pumping  in  a  dry 
time.  Uecords  are  kept,  of  the  height  of  the  ground  water  iu 
tbe  immediate  vicinity  of  the  test  wells  and  for  a  considerable 
distance  from  Ihem  in  all  directions.  For  this  purpose  frequent 
observations  are  made  of  the  level  of  tho  water  in  existing  weU« 
which  may  be  aR'ected  by  the  pumping,  and  where  these  do  not 
exist  in  sufficient  number  addilional  test  wells  are  driven  to 
give  access  to  the  ground  water. 

A  test  of  this  kind  should  be  made  during  as  dry  a  period  as 
possible  ;  but  even  then  the  quantity  pumped  is  not  necessarily 
the  safe  capacity  of  the  source,  and  tho  test  has  its  greatest 
value  in  the  opportunity  it  affords  iho  engineer  of  determining 
the  storage  capacity  of  the  ground,  and  the  extent  of  the  area 
from  which  the  rainfall   may  be  expected  to  filter  toward  the 
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well.  With  the  information  obtained  by  such  a  test  made  in 
.the  drj'or  portion  of  an  ordinary  year  it  is  feasible  to  eatiniate 
with  a  moderate  degree  of  accuracy  the  safe  capacity  of  a 
source  in  a  dry  year.  A  test  of  this  character,  laeting  three 
months,  was  made  at  Eaton's  Meadows,  Maiden,  in  1887-88, 
before  constructing  the  permanent  works  at  that  place. 

It  is  sometimes  feasible  in  the  cose  of  a  proposed  ground 
water  supply  to  determine  whether  the  source  is  worthy  of 
careful  investigation  by  means  of  the  table  given  on  page  348 
for  determining  the  volume  of  surface  water  obtainable  with 
ditlerent  amounts  of  storage.  If,  for  instance,  it  is  desired  to 
obtain  a  supply  of  300,000  gallons  per  day,  and  the  water-shed 
draining  toward  the  proposed  well  is  one  square  mile,  we  find 
that  in  the  case  of  a  surface  water  supply  the  storage,  when 
there  are  no  water  surfaces,  must  be  29,800,000  gallons.  If 
the  supply  is  to  be  taken  from  the  ground  it  seems  fair  to 
ume  that  at  least  an  equal  amount  of  storage  will  be 
required;  and  the  question  to  be  considered  relates  to  the 
probability  of  obtaining  this  amount  of  available  storage,  which 
is  equivalent  to  the  contents  of  a  pond  having  an  area  of  tea 
acres  and  a  depth  of  nine  feet.  Porous  gravel  or  sand  when 
saturated  contains  in  the  neighborhood  of  thirty-five  per  cent. 
of  water,  but  of  this  a  portion  remains  after  the  ground  is 
drained,  ho  that  only  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
mass  will  run  out  when  the  water  table  is  lowered.  Therefore, 
in  order  to  obtain  300,000  gallons  daily  from  a  square  mile  dur- 
ing the  dryest  period,  It  is  necessary  to  have  storage  equivalent 
to  that  furnished  by  forty  acres  of  porous  gravel  in  which  the 
water  table  can  be  lowered  nine  feet.  A  superficial  examination 
of  the  ground  may  show  whether  it  is  probable  that  this  amount 
of  storage  can  be  obtained,  and  in  this  way  indicate  whether  it 
is  desirable  to  make  further  investigations. 

In  the  case  of  wells  located  near  a  large  stream  or  pond  there 
i  always  a  direct  water-shed,  the  yield  from  which  is  to  be 
ubtaioed  by  the  methods  already  indicated  ;  but  if  this  does  not 
BUpply  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  a  greater  or  less  amount 
will  also  filter  from  the  stream  or  pond  as  soon  as  the  adjacent 
ground  water  is  lowered  below  the  level  of  the  surface  water. 
That  much  water  may  come  from  a  stream  or  i>ond  and  still 
have  the  characteristics  of  ground  water  is  delinilely  ^hown  in 


the  case  of  the  filter-gallery  near  Horn  Pond,  in  Wobuni, 
where  the  pond  contains  an  abnormal  amonat  of  chlorine,  owing, 
to  the  tannery  drainage,  which  contains  much  salt;  and  the 
filter-gullery  water  also  has  an  abnormal  amount  of  chlorine 
which  cannot  be  attributed  lo  any  other  source  than  the  pond.* 
There  are  many  other  instances  in  the  State  where  there  are 
strong  indications  that  a  large  portion  of  the  supply  comes 
from  the  neighboring  river  or  pond,  showing  that  the  Woburn 
case  is  not  an  exceptional  one. 

No  definite  figures  have  ever  been  obtained  of  the  amount  of 
water  which  will  filter  through  river  or  pond  bottoms,  but  it  is 
known  that  they  get  silted  up  so  that  the  amount  of  water 
which  will  pass  through  per  sr|uare  foot  is  small,  and  it  is  con- 
sequently necessary  to  have  a  large  area  of  river  or  pond  bottom 
in  the  vitinity  of  the  ground  water  source  to  obtain  a  large 
amount  of  water  by  this  kind  of  tiltratiou. 

With  regard  to  the  form  of  construction  used  it  may  be  said 
that  no  one  method  is  applicable  to  all  cases.  Where  the 
material  is  coarse  and  porous  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
surface  and  the  quantity  of  water  required  is  not  very  large,  a 
circular  well  covered  to  exclude  the  light  is  generally  the  best. 
In  other  instances,  where  the  material  for  a  long  distance  from 
the  surface  is  impervious,  but  is  underlaid  with  pervious  material, 
it  is  impracticable  to  excavate  a  large  well  to  the  required  deptJi, 
and  it  becomes  necessary  to  sink  tubular  wells  down  to  the  porous 
stratum,  which  may  sometimes  be  found  overlying  the  solid  rock. 
An  instance  of  this  kind  is  found  at  Maiden  where  the  average 
depth  of  the  wells  is  sixty-five  feet.  There  are  also  other  in- 
stances in  which  driven  wells  are  used  to  obtain  water  from  * 
larger  territory  than  would  be  influenced  by  a  single  large  well. 

Tubular  wells  may  be  connected  by  means  of  a  large  suction 
pipe  directly  with  the  pump,  which  is  generally  the  cheaper 
form  of  construction,  or  they  may  be  connected  with  excavated 
wells  or  filter-galleries,  into  which  the  water  from  the  driven 
wells  will  flow. 

Filter-galleries  are  built  in  some  instances  where  it  is  desired 
to  mtercept  the  ground  water  from  a  greater  extent  of  territory 

■  Tbe  iiormal  cblorlne  of  tbe  re^oa,  u  ihuwti  on  tbe  chlorlw  map  ixmUlned  In  Ibli 
repori,  a  0.33 :  iho  aienige  cliorioe*  ol  tbc  Oltci-gBlJery  >nd  pond  Tor  thrM  and  on«-luUf 
jetn  uc,  Tcipcciivet}'.  2.20  nod  2.57. 
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than  will  he  influenced  by  a  single  well.  They  are  in  fact 
elongated  wells,  except  that,  in  practice,  on  account  of  the  cost, 
they  are  not  usually  annk  to  as  great  a  depth. 

Filter- basins  perform  the  same  office  in  collecting  water  as  wel  la 
and  6lter-gallerie8,  but  being  uncovered,  the  water  in  them  dete- 
riorates, owing  to  the  rapid  growth  of  vegetable  and  animal  forma 
which  flourish  in  thiii  kind  of  water  when  the  light  it*  not  excluded. 
This  form  of  construclion  should  therefore  be  avoided. 

There  are  many  instances  in  which  the  main  supply  comes 
from  wells  and  Hlter-galleriea,  but  is  increased  by  means  of  driven 
wells  extending  from  them  into  porous  strata  at  lower  levels. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  driven  wells  already  referred  to, 
which  are  limited  in  depth  to  from  thirty  to  ninety  feet,  and  do 
not  in  any  ease  penetrate  the  rock,  attempts  have  been  made 
in  several  parts  of  the  State  to  obtain  n  large  supply  of  water 
by  sinking  wells  six  or  eight  inches  in  diameter  into  the  rock  to 
8  depth  of  several  hundred  or  even  several  thousand  feet.  The 
result  has  been  in  nearly  every  case  unsatisfactory,  and  in  no 
way  comiMiruble  with  the  results  obtained  from  comparatively 
shallow  wells  in  porous  material. 

The  information  heretofore  published  with  regard  to  the 
qnantity  of  water  which  can  be  obtained  from  wells  and  lilter- 
galleries  variously  situated  is  very  meagre.  With  a  view  of 
obtaining  additional  light  upon  this  subject  a  circular  hiis  been 
sent  to  the  places  in  this  State  having  a  ground  water  supply 
asking  for  the  following  information  :  — 

1.  Xamuofdtyorlown. 

2.  Population,  1890. 
Description  of  works  for  collecting  wnter. 
Character  of  ground  in  whiuh  works  wtre  built, 
Information  roganling  capaeity  of  anuree :  — 

(a.)  Pumping  record  by  molitliBaine*  1886. 
(6.)  Greatest  amount  pumped  in  any  week. 
(k.)   Greatest  amount  pumped  in  niiy  day,  and  the  aninunt  that  the 

water  in  ilie  well  wjg  lowered  by  such  pumping, 
(d.)  Special  tests  indicating  the  eapncity  of  the  source, 
(e.)    Estimate  of  the  capncity  of  the  soun^e  iu  a  dry  scnflon 
(J'.')  Estimated  amount  which  could  be  drawn   from  source  in 

twenty-four  hours  when   the  ground  is  well  Blleil  with 

water,  ff  nufflcient  pumping  capacity  wa«  availabli^. 
w.)  Where  worka  have  been  extended  the  svemge  daily  ron- 

mtmption  before  such  extension  tens  made. 
I   Where  the  source  can  Ite  divided  into  two  or  more  tteclton* 

the  estimated  capacity  of  each. 
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The  correspondents  were  also  requested  to  furnish  auy  fur- 
ther information  upon  this  subject  which  might  suggest  itself  to 
them.  Replies  to  this  circular  were  received  from  35  places, 
and  the  information  thus  obtained  has  been  oondenaed  and  is 
given  in  the  table  opposite. 

The  areas  of  water-sheds  in  columns  H  and  7  were  obtained 
in  most  cases  by  sketching  upon  the  topographical  map  of  the 
State  the  outlines  of  the  water-sheds  and  measuring  the  in- 
cluded area.  In  the  cas«  of  the  direct  water-sheds  (column 
6),  the  results  are  for  the  most  part  only  rough  approxima^ 
tions,  particularly  those  marked  with  an  asterisk.  The  esti- 
mated capacities  of  sources  as  given  in  columns  13  and  14  were 
furnished  by  those  connected  with  the  various  water  works. 

Before  reviewing  the  tabulated  information,  it  may  be  well 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  comparatively  few  of  the  ground 
water  supplies  have  been  subjected  to  a  severe  test  in  a  dry 
year  like  1880  or  1883,  because  a  large  number  of  them  were 
constructed  since  that  time ;  and  of  those  constructed  at  an 
earlier  period  the  greater  number  had  then  been  in  use  so  short 
3  time  that  the  draught  upon  the  works  was  not  excessive. 

The  average  yield  of  the  Sudbury  River  water-shed  per 
square  mile  during  the  year  1880  was  .^80,000  gallons  per  day 
and  for  the  four  years  ending  in  1883,  738,000  gallons.  In 
contrast  with  this  we  have  as  the  yield  in  1887  (the  dryest  of 
the  four  years  ending  in  1890),  1.154,000  gallons  per  day  per 
square  mile,  and  as  the  average  yield  for  the  whole  four  yearSt 
1,381,000  gallons.  These  figures,  showing  that  the  yield  of 
water-sheda  during  the  last  four  years  has  been  very  nearly 
twice  as  large  as  during  the  dry  period  of  four  years  ending  in 
1883,  make  it  evident  that  records  and  estimates  obtained  from, 
sources  which  are  being  used  nearly  up  to  their  full  capacity  ia 
these  comparatively  wet  seasons  will  tend  to  show  that  the 
sources  will  furnish  more  water  than  they  can  be  depended, 
upon  to  furnish  during  a  prolonged  drought.  In  other  cases, 
where  only  a  small  part  of  the  capacity  of  the  works  is  now- 
being  used,  it  is  obvious  that  the  pumping  records  are  of  valna 
only  as  showing  that  the  sources  will  yield  at  least  the  nmoaat 
given  :  but  they  do  not  in  any  way  indicate  the  maximum  capac- 
ity of  the  sources.     The  table  must  be  used  with  discretion* 
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but  it  U  believed  tbat  when  so  used  it  will  bo  of  considerable 
value  to  those  selectiug  sources  of  ground  water  supply. 

The  table  represents  so  much  variation  in  conditions  aud  in 
value  of  data  that  it  is  hardly  feasible  to  make  any  summary 
of  it.  It  may  be  well,  however,  to  call  attention  to  a  few 
prominent  features. 

The  largest  supplies  taken  wholly  from  the  ground  are  ha 
follows :  — 


Newlmi (  1,041,610  galloi: 

Brookliue, ,     964,873 

Wobniii I     95i;i89 

Waltham, 687,749       " 


It  is  noticeable  that  these  supplies  are  all  taken  from  the 
ground  in  the  vicinity  of  large  bodies  or  streams  of  water. 
Newton  and  Brookline  have  recently  extended  their  works, 
which  are  now  expected  to  yield,  respectively,  2.000,0('0  and 
1,500,000  gallons  daily  in  a  dry  season.  Those  etttimates,  made 
by  engineers  of  long  experience,  are  probably  conservative,  and 
may  be  said  to  represent  the  largest  supplies  of  ground  water 
yet  obtained  in  this  State.  Waltham  is  now  increasing  the 
capacity  of  ita  source  with  a  prospect  of  obtaining  as  much 
water  as  either  Newton  or  Brookline.  It  is  noticeable,  how- 
ever, that  the  ease  with  which  these  large  quautities  are  obtained 
varies  very  much.  At  Waltham,  it  ia  expected  to  obtain  the 
desired  supply  from  a  well  40  feet  in  diameter,  while  at  New- 
ton the  works  cover  a  total  length  along  the  river  of  about 
4,300  feet.  At  each  of  these  four  places  the  ground  water  is 
kept  pumped  down  below  the  level  of  the  neighboring  body  of 
surface  water,  and  there  is  reason  to  think  that  much  of  thb 
supply  is  filtered  surface  water. 

There  are  several  supplies  where  a  large  amount  of  water  is 
obtained  from  direct  water-sheds,  without  being  supplemented 
by  filtration  from  surface  water  sources.  As  instances,  the  sup- 
plies of  Maiden,  Newburyport  and  Revere  may  be  mentioned. 


The  m&xii 
as  follows :  - 
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lum  amoiiDt  pumped  from  these  sources  has  Iteeo 


Kbilden,     . 

Now  bury  port. 
Revere, 


■'xr"' 


747,446 
443,047 
405.491 


503,8 1» 

680.411 


At  Maiden,  the  amount  pumped  in  1890  represented  a  coUcc- 
tioii  of  9.7  inches  (or  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  minfall  of  49 
inchea)  upon  a  direct  water-shed  estimated  at  1.1)1  square  miles. 
At  Revere,  the  piunping  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1891, 
represented  a  collection  of  IZ..")  inches  (25  per  cent,  of  the 
total  rainfall  of  50  inches)  upon  a  water-shed  of  0.78  square 
miles.  At  all  three  of  these  places  it  is  probable  that  the 
amount  which  has  been  pumped  is  more  than  could  be  pumped 
after  one  or  two  years  of  low  rainfall.  At  Revere,  particu- 
larly, experience  has  shown  that  the  storage  capacity  of  the 
ground  is  very  large,  so  that  when  the  water  table  is  reduced 
to  a  very  low  level  during  the  summer,  the  ground  will  not  tiU 
before  the  next  uummer  unless  the  amount  of  rainfall  is  above 
the  average. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  amount  of  chlorine 
found  in  the  water  of  the  fllter-gallory  at  Woburn  shows  that 
a  largo  proportion  of  the  water  comes  from  Horn  Pond.  A 
comparison  of  the  amount  pumped  from  the  gallery  with  the 
precipitation  upon  the  direct  water-shed  leads  to  isimilar  con- 
clusions. The  amount  pumped  during  the  year  ending  Aug. 
31,  1887,  was  951,589  gallons  per  day.  The  precipitation 
during  the  same  period  equalled  42.3  inches,  which  upon  the 
direct  water-shed  of  0.21  .square  miles  was  equivalent  to 
423,000  gallons  per  day.  The  amount  which  can  l>e  collected 
is  much  less  than  the  total  precipitation.  If  we  use  the  pro- 
portion collected  at  Revere  (25  per  cent.)  as  a  basis,  the  yield 
from  the  direct  water-shed  at  Woburn  during  the  year  meu- 
tioned  would  have  been  105,750  gallons  per  day,  or  about  one- 
ninth  of  the  amount  actually  pumped. 
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As  instances  of  supplies  where  ground  water  is  obtained  only 
in  small  quantity,  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  works,  we 
niiiy  mention  those  at  Lexington  and  Bridgewaler. 

At  Lexington,  with  four  large  wells  and  a  deep  tubular  well, 
the  supply  obtained  in  a  dry  summer  is  less  than  100,000  gallons 
daily.  This  ia  owing  both  to  the  small  water-ahed  tributary  to 
the  wells,  and  to  the  unfavorable  character  of  the  ground  for 
storing  water  in  the  wet  season  of  the  year  where  it  will  main- 
tain the  yield  of  the  well  in  the  dry  season. 

At  Bridgewater,  two  wells,  one  very  large,  were  completed 
ID  1888,  but  the  next  year,  when  the  consumption  of  water  in 
summer  was  about  75,000  gallons  per  day,  it  was  found  advis- 
able to  add  anolber  large  well  with  a  deep  six-inch  tubular  well 
in  its  bottom,  and  in  18!^0  a  second  tubular  well  was  sunk. 
The  works  aa  they  now  stand  do  not  furnish  any  very  large 
excess  above  the  present  consumption  of  about  130,000  gallons 
per  day  in  summer,  so  that  a  further  extension  of  the  works  is 
contemplated.  These  instances  are  mentioned  to  show  that 
works  of  coHsideruble  extent  do  not  necessarily  furnish  much 
water,  unless  the  ground  is  porous,  and  there  is  either  a  large 
direct  water-shed,  or  a  neighboring  stream  or  pond  to  saturate 
the  ground. 

The  returns  show  that,  in  Massachusetts,  wells  excavated  in 
rock  do  not  furnish  large  quantities  of  water;  and,  as  we  have 
already  noted,  deep  wells  bored  in  rock  give  much  less  favor- 
able results  than  are  obtained  by  more  shallow  wells  in  gravel 
or  other  porous  material.  As  a  further  indication  that  I 
deep  wells  are  unsatisfactory,  tho  following  table  is  repro- 
duced from  the  report  of  the  Taunton  Water  Commissioners 
for  1889.» 
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Tad^  giving  Statistics  regarding  Deep  Wells  sunk  in  Rocky 


1 

s 

3 


Location  or  Wklls. 


Diam- 
eter 
ill 
Inches. 


J)cpth 

in 
Feet. 


Gallons 

In 

Twentj-fonr 

Hours. 


Rock  Strau. 


1  ^  York  Beach,  Mo 

2  BenningtoD,  Vt.,       .... 

! 

3  Bennington,  Vt.,       .... 

4  I  Boston,  No.  34  Providence  Street,  . 
I  Boston  Gas  Light  Co.'s  wells : 

5  {         Boston,  Commercial  Street, 

6  !         Dorchester,  Commercial  Point, 

7  ,         Dorchester,  Old  Harbor  Point, 
I 

8  I  Dighton, 

9  I  Uopkinton, 


10  '  Uopkinton, 

11  ,  Hopkinton, 

I 

12  ,  Uopkinton, 


13  I  New  Bedford,  Clark's  Cove  Quano 
Co 


14  North  Adams,  .... 

15  j  North  Adams,  .... 

16  Northampton,  Belden  Silk  Mill, 

17  Lowell,  Hosiery  Co., 

18  Maiden, 

10  Stockbrldge,      .... 

20  Stockbrldge,      .... 

21  Fall  River,         .... 

22  Taoutou,  Lunatic  Hospital,     . 

23  Taunton,  Morton  Laundry,     . 

24  Taunton,  Water  Works, . 


25 


Weht  Cummin gton,  . 


20     Darien,    Conn.,    Fitch's    Soldiers' 
Home 

27  Darien,    Conn.,    Fllch's    Soldiers' 

Home 

28  1  Darien,    Conn.,    Fitch's    SoUiierM' 
I      Home, 


I 


20  I  Meriden,  Conn., 

30  ,  Meriden,  Conn., 

31  '  Meriden,  Conn., 


32  .  Meriden,  Conn.,  Brittania  Works, . 

I 

33  '  Stamford,  Conn.,      .... 

I 

34  Newport,  R.  I.,  Electric  Light  Co., 


Vi 


6 
6 
6 
6 
8 


6 

8 

8 
8 
8 
8 
12 
8 
8 


51 
1,000 


120,000 


1,000    I 

2,503    { Inexhanstlble, 


Hard  sandstone.* 


Granite  and  slate. 


1,750 

870 

900 
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taken  from  the  Report  of  the  Taunton  Water  Commissioners  for  1889. 
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Quality  of  Sukface  Water. 

Ab  indicated  in  the  introductioa  to  this  paper  the  quality  of 
water  for  the  supply  of  a  city  or  town  has  to  be  considered 
from  several  points  of  view.  First  and  moat  important,  it 
must  not  be  injuriuus  to  the  healthof  the  community.  Second, 
it  must  not  have  a  disagreeable  odor  or  be  unpalatable.  Third, 
it  should  not  be  too  hard  fur  washing  and  for  use  in  boilers. 

The  most  important  factor  in  making  water  dangerous  to  the 
health  of  the  community  is  the  discharge  of  human  sewage  into 
it,  whereby  the  gernas  of  specitic  diseases  may  be  introduced 
into  the-water.  We  may,  therefore,  say  in  general  terms  that 
a  water  will  be  dangerous  to  health  in  proportion  to  the  density 
of  population  upon  the  waler-shed  from  which  the  supply  is 
derived.  This  statement,  however,  needs  much  qualiGcatioD, 
because  it  makes  a  very  great  difference  whether  the  sewage  of 
the  population  enters  the  water  directly  or  is  filtered  through 
the  ground  from  cesspools;  and,  even  in  cases  where  sewage 
does  enter  the  water  more  or  less  directly,  the  time  which 
elapses  between  such  entrance  and  the  drinking  of  the  water  is 
a  very  important  element.  For  instance,  the  discharge  of  the 
sewage  of  the  city  of  Lowell  into  the  Merrimack  River,  so  that 
within  a  day  it  may  reach  the  intake  of  the  Lawrence  water 
works,  is  a  much  greater  menace  to  the  health  of  the  inhabit 
tants  of  Lawrence  than  the  discharge  of  ii  corresponding  amount 
of  sewage  from  Natick  into  the  southerly  division  of  Lake 
Cochituate  (where  the  passage  to  the  northerly  division,  from 
which  water  is  drawn,  requires  months  of  time)  is  to  the  health 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  On  account  of  this  quicker  transmissioa 
of  the  infectious  matter  by  streams  it  seems  fair  to  say  that,  when 
polluted,  they  are  more  dangerous  as  sources  of  water  supply 
than  reservoirs  and  ponds. 

Surface  water  may  have  a  dark  color  owing  to  the  drainage 
from  swamps ;  or  tbat^llowiug  in  streams  may  become  turbid  with 
suspended  mineral  matter  after  rains  ;  or  the  water  of  reservoirs 
and  ponds  may  be  somewhat  turbid  and  have  a '  disagreeable 
taste  and  odor,  owing  to  the  presence  of  algic  and  other  minute 
organisms.  It  is  the  presence  or  absence  of  these  features 
which  can  be  recognized  by  the  senses  that  generally  deter- 
mines the  quality  of  a  water  in  the  public  mind.     The  organ- 
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19109  Tvhicb  produce  the  tUgagrecnble  tastes  and  odors  are  i 
the  so-cniled  disease  germs,  and  the  experience  of  cities  and  J 
towns  using  waters  which  generally  contain  these  organianiB  I 
doeB  not  indicate  that  they  have  a  noticeable  intiuouce  ujiod  the  I 
health  of  the  community.     When  present  io  large  aumbere,  I 
however,  they  often  make  the  water  so  disagreeable  to  the 
eenees  that  it  is  unfit  for  drinking,  and  in  this  way  are  a  great 
evil.     They  very  rarely  occur  in  abundance   in  the  water  of 
streams,  but  are  most  frequently  abundant  in   stored  waters. 
All  stored  waters,   however,   are    not  equally  affected,   the 
character  of  the  water  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  stored 
having   an    important    influence   upon    the    amount   of    these 
growths.     This   subject  was   fully  discussed    in   the    special 
report  of  the  Board  on  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage,  Part  1., 
1890,  pp.  740-749. 

As  a  result  of  this  discussion  it  was  found  that  unpolluted 
deep  ponds  generally  furnished  a  water  free  from  bad  tastea 
and  odors,  and  deep  storage  reservoirs  prepared  by  the  removal 
of  all  of  the  soil  and  vegetable  mutter  from  the  bottom  and 
sides  were  equally  satisfactory  for  the  storage  of  water.  The 
effect  of  density  of  population  upon  the  water-shed  was  also 
found  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  causing  these 
troublesome  growths,  which  seem  to  develop  in  abundance 
where  the  water  is  supplied  with  nitrogenous  matter  from 
sewage  and  the  animal  manures  produced  or  used  in  populous 
districts.  The  eifect  appears  to  l)e  nearly  the  same  when  the 
sewage  is  purified  by  filtration  through  the  ground  before 
entering  the  water  supply,  as  when  it  is  discharged  directly 
into  it. 

Experience  shows  that  where  the  population  exceeds  300  per 
square  mile  of  water-shed,  the  stored  water,  whether  contained 
in  a  natural  pond  or  artificial  reservoir,  is  particularly  liable  to 
produce  an  abnormal  growth  of  organisms,  and  in  consequence 
give  trouble  from  bad  tastes  and  odors.  Shallow  storage 
reservoirs  from  which  the  soil  and  vegetable  matter  Have  not 
been  removed  generally  give  trouble,  and  the  large  and  deep 
reservoirs  of  the  same  character  are  by  no  means  exempt. 

The  color  of  the  water  which  enters  the  pond  or  reservoir 
does  not  appear  to  have  a  marked  eflect  upon  the  growth  of 
organisms.     A  water  having  much  color  generally  has  a  notice- 
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able  taste  caused  by  the  vegetable  matter  id  solutioa  which 
produces  the  color.  This  taste,  however,  is  not  particularly 
disagreeable. 

Natural  waters  from  regions  where  limestone   abounds  are 

frequently  too  hard  to  be  satisfactory,  either  for  washing  or 

I  boiler  purposes ;    but  in  Massachusetts  these  conditions  exist 

M>aly  in  limited  portions  of  the  western  part  of  the  State.     Id 

Kthe  eastern  portion  of  the  State  the  natural  waters  are  soft, 

and  it  is  only  through  pollution  that  they  become  hard.     There 

are,  however,  very  few  surface  waters,  except  in  the  extreme 

western  part  of  the  State,  which  are  not  suitable  for  washing 

and  for  use  in  boilers. 

There  are  several  ways  in  which  the  purification  of  surface 
water  of  unsatisfactory  quality  can  be  effected  by  artificial 
methods,  —  as,  for  instance,  by  filtration  through  sand;  but 
this  can  only  be  done  with  considerable  ditHculty  and  expense. 
It  is  therefore  the  best  plan,  in  selecting  a  surface  water,  to 
I  obtain  one  which  will  not  require  artificial  purification.  When 
I  water  is  taken  from  the  ground  near  streams  and  ponds  it  \a 
often  to  a  large  extent  surface  water  so  thoroughly  filtered  that 
it  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  natural  ground  water. 
This  method  of  purification  by  natural  filtration  is  an  excellent 
one  to  adopt  where  there  is  a  sufficient  area  of  porous  ground 
adjoining  the  surface  water  source. 

QuALiTr  OF  Ground  Water. 

With  ground  waters  as  with  surface  waters,  the  quality  must 
be  considered  from  several  points  of  view.  First,  the  water 
must  not  be  dangerous  to  health  ;  second,  it  must  he  free  from 
any  bad  taste,  odor  and  appearance  which  will  make  it  dis- 
agreeable as  a  drinking  water;  and  third,  it  should  be  suitable 
for  domestic  and  boiler  uses.  The  danger  to  health  comes,  as 
with  surface  waters,  from  sewage  pollution  ;  but  a  ground  water 
is  not  as  liable  to  such  pollution  as  a  surface  water,  because 
during  the  passage  of  the  water  to  the  well  both  the  suspended 
and  soluble  organic  matters,  including  the  bacteria,  are  to  a 
very  largo  degree  retained  by  the  ground  or  oxidized  into 
harmless  inorganic  compounds. 

As  a  result  of  this  purifying  action,  ground  water  drainiog 
from  a  territory  which  has   upon  it  considerable  population 
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(provided  it  is  not  too  ucar  the  well)  is  often  leas  contaminated 
than  surfuce  waters  draining  a  territory  much  lesa  thickly  pop- 
ulated. This  statement  is  not  intended  to  encourage  the  loca- 
tion of  ground  water  sources  where  they  will  obtain  their  supply 
from  a  populated  district,  because  such  action  is  inadvisable 
where  an  entirely  un  con  laminated  source  can  be  obtained,  even 
at  a  large  additional  expense ;  and  it  is  only  where  such  a 
supply  cannot  bo  obtained  that  the  relutive  merits  of  supplies 
from  even  slightly  polluted  territory  should  be  considered. 

It  amy  be  well  in  this  place  to  call  attention  to  the  great 
difference  which  usually  exists  in  the  quality  of  water  from 
public  and  private  wells.  The  former  are  usually  located  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  any  habitation,  so  that  even  if  they 
draw  polluted  water  from  populous  districts  it  has  to  pass  a 
long  distance  through  the  ground  before  reaching  the  well,  and 
is  generally  diluted  by  a  large  amount  of  water  from  other 
directions  entirely  free  from  pollution;  and  these  public  wells 
are  also,  as  a  rule,  thoroughly  protected  from  the  entrance  of 
surface  washings  or  the  accidental  entrance  of  other  foul  matters. 
The  typical  private  well  in  a  village,  on  the  other  hand,  often 
receives  a  considerable  portion  of  its  water  from  cesspools 
located  so  near  it  that  the  polluted  water  does  not  become  at 
all  thoroughly  purified  by  its  passage  to  the  well,  and  the 
direct  entrance  of  surface  and  other  dirty  water  and  foul  mat- 
ters is  not  wholly  prevented. 

In  the  foregoing  statements  we  have  had  in  mind  sources 
which  derive  their  supply  from  what  we  have  before  called  the 
direct  water-shed.  In  the  case  of  sources  which  obtain  their 
supply  by  natural  filtration  from  a  neighboring  stream  or  pond, 
the  conditions  are  somewhat  different.  Even  where  the  color, 
taste  and  odor  are  so  completely  removed  that  these  filtered 
waters  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  true  ground  waters, 
the  removal  of  the  organic  matter  (and  probably  of  the  bac- 
teria) is  not  quite  as  complete  as  in  the  case  of  the  slower  and 
to  some  extent  intermittent  filtration  from  the  land  side.  If, 
however,  we  refer  to  the  examples  fumished  in  this  State,  we 
find  in  most  instances  that  the  surface  waters  before  filtration 
are  contaminated  so  little,  that  after  being  converted  into  ground 
waters  by  filtration  they  are  about  as  good  from  a  health  stand- 
point as  true  ground  waters  which  more  frequently  derive  their 
supply  from  populous  districts. 
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There  is  another  class  of  waters  ohtaiiied  by  natural  filtra- 
tion from  streams  and  poods  in  such  a  way  that  the  filtration 
18  very  imperfect.  These  imperfectly  filtered  waters  have  some 
of  the  characteristics  of  the  surface  waters  from  which  they  are 
derived,  and  some  of  the  characteristics  of  the  true  ground 
waters.  They  also  have  certain  special  features  of  their  own 
in  that  they  contain  an  unusual  amount  of  free  ammonia,  ■ 
product  of  decay,  and  the  organism  Crenot/iri.r,  which  grows 
abundantly  in  such  waters.  If  the  surface  waters  before  filtra- 
tion are  objectionable  from  a  henltb  stJiod-point,  owing  to  th« 
presence  of  disease  germs,  the  imperfectly  filtered  waters  are  sub- 
ject to  the  same  objections  (though  possibly  to  a  less  degree)  ; 
and  the  presence  of  the  intermediate  products  of  decomposi- 
tion must  also  be  regarded  as  an  unfavomble  feature.  It  is  not 
known  that  the  presence  of  Cren.ol.hnx  affects  the  healthfaU 
ness  of  the  water,  but  it  is  very  objectionable  for  other  reasoaa 
which  will  be  pointed  out  subsequently. 

M'ith  regard  to  the  taste,  odor  and  appearance  of  ground 
waters,  it  may  be  said  that  at  all  public  supplies  where  the 
water  is  shown  by  chemical  analysis  to  be  completely  purified 
by  filtration,  the  quality  of  the  water  as  it  comes  from  the  grouad 
is  satisfactory.  The  previous  pollution  of  the  water  does  not 
give  it  a  disagreeable  taste  or  odor,  but,  on  the  contrary,  by 
increasing  the  mineral  contents  of  the  water,  makes  it  if  anything 
more  palatable.  The  only  trouble  experienced  from  waters  of 
this  class  occurs  after  they  have  been  exposed  to  the  light  in 
open  basins  or  reservoirs,  when  a  bad  taste  and  odor  are  often 
produced  by  the  uigiu  and  other  organisms  which  find  conditiona 
favorable  to  their  rapid  growth  in  such  waters." 

The  imperfectly  filtered  waters  retain  some  of  the  taste  and 

odor  of  the  surface  waters  from  which  they  are  derived  and 

often  have  a  turbid  appearance,  owing  both  to  the  imperfections 

■  of  the  mechanical  filtration  and  to  the  presence  of  the  Cren- 

Othrix  already  mentioned. 

For  domestic  and  boiler  uses  the  completely  filtered  ground 
waters  are  satisfactory  if  not  too  hard.  In  the  western  part  of 
the  State,  where  there  is  much  limestone,  the  natural  ground 


•  I'he  effort  of  atorlng  ground  watorii  fa  open  reieTroln  ii  fullf  dtK^uued  in  Pact 
1.  of  ihe  «p«d«l  rspon  oF  ths  Botud  upaa  Water  Snpplj-  and  Sewerigs,  1890,  pp. 
72S-T31. 
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waters  are  frequently  too  hard  to  Ire  satiaftictory  for  these  pur- 
poses ;  but  in  other  portions  of  the  State,  except  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  sea,  the  unpolluted  ground  waters  are  ' 
but  little  harder  than  the  surface  waters,  aud  not  hard  enough 
to  he  ohjectionable  for  either  of  the  uses  named.  The  exces- 
sive hardness  of  many  of  the  village  wells  and  of  some  pub- 
lic water  supplies  is  due  to  the  inorganic  or  mineral  contents 
of  sewage  and  other  waste  matters  washed  into  the  ground 
from  which  the  supply  is  derived.  These  soluble  mineral  con- 
tents of  polluted  water  cannot  !)e  removed  by  even  the  moat 
complete  tiltration.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  any  pollu- 
tion upon  the  water-shed  of  a  ground  water  supply  not  only 
afiects  the  quality  of  the  water  from  a  health  st^nd-point,  but  also 
makes  the  water  less  satisfactory  for  domestic  and  boiler  uses. 

Imperfectly  filtered  waters  are  not  generally  objectionable  on 
the  score  of  hardness  ;  but,  as  the  organism  GrenoUirix  has  the 
peculiar  property  of  separating  the  dissolved  iron  from  water 
and  incorporating  it  in  its  sheath,  where  it  exists  as  iron-rust, 
such  waters  are  unsatisfactory  for  use  in  the  laundry  because 
white  clothes  become  much  discolored  by  the  rust. 

The  foregoing  statements  are  not  wholly  applicable  to  very 
deep  wells,  such  as  are  tabulated  on  pages  362,  303,  although, 
in  the  few  imstances  m  which  wells  of  this  character  are  used 
for  public  water  supplies  in  this  State,  the  quality  of  the  water 
is  about  the  same  as  that  obtained  from  the  more  shallow  wells. 
In  other  instances  the  quality  of  the  water  obtained  from  very 
deep  wells  has  been  very  unsatisfactory. 

It  may  be  thought  that  the  quality  of  a  ground  water  will 
vary  with  the  method  adopted  for  its  collection ;  as,  for  in- 
stance, that  a  driven  well  will  furnish  better  water  than  an 
excavated  well  or  filter-gallery.  The  examinations  of  the  water 
supplies  of  the  State  do  not  indicate  any  noticeable  difference 
in  the  water  collected  in  these  different  ways,  provided  the 
water  is  not  exposed  to  the  light,  and  the  conditions  are  not 
such  as  to  produce  imperfect  filtration. 

Crenothrix  is  the  greatest  pest  in  ground  water  supplies  and, 
as  has  been  stated,  is  associated  with  imperfect  filtration.  The 
relation  of  Crenothrix  to  imperfectly  filtered  waters  has  been 
fully  discussed  in  Part  I.  of  the  special  report  of  the  Board, 
1890,  pp.  777-782  ;  but  the  subject  is  of  so  much  importance 
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'  yrhan  selecting  a  ground  water  supply,  that  the  conditions 
under  which  Crenot/irix  hna  been  found  in  abundance  will  be 
referred  to  here.  The  principal  ingtances  are  furnished  by  the 
water  works  at  Wayland,  Arlington  and  Whitman.  At  each 
of  these  places  the  filter-gallery  is  built  near  the  shore  of  a 
reservoir,  in  materinl  which  is  not  very  porous ;   and  at  lK>th 

t  Wayland    and    Arlington    small   branch   galleries  extend  out 

I  under  the  reservoir  only  a  few  feet  below  its  bed.     In  each  case 

"  the  chemical  analyses  show  that  the  water  is  imperfectly  filtered 
and  contains  the  products  of  decay.  It  may  also  be  mentioned 
that  in  each  case  the  unfiitered  reservoir  water  contains  &  large 
amount  of  organic  matter. 

There  are  other  instances  in  the  State  where  attempts  have 
been  made  to  obuin  filtered  water  by  moans  of  systems  of  opon- 
jointed  pipes  laid  beneath  the  bottoms  of  reservoirs ;  but  the 
quality  of  the  water  obtained  has  not  been  good,  owing  probably 
to  imperfect  filtration  and  Grenothrix.     Still  other  instances  in 

I    which  a  growth  of  Grenothrix  has  caused  trouble  are  given  OQ 

■  the  following  page. 

'  Grenothrix  has  appeared  in  some  of  the  ground  water  sup- 
plies in  the  State  where  the  filtratioa  is  nearly  complete,  but 
has  not  multiplied  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  any  serious 
trouble.  ' 

It  may  be  asked  how  far  it  is  necessary  to  place  a  well  or 
filter-gallery  from  a  stream  to  insure  a  practically  complete 
filtration  of  the  water.  There  are  several  instances  in  the  State 
where  the  bank  intervening  between  the  stream  and  the  well  or 
filter-gallery  is  not  more  than  twenty  or  thirty  feet  in  thick- 
ness,  and  yet  the  water  obtained  is  very  completely  filtered. 
These  sources,  however,  are  located  in  very  porous  ground; 
and  it  is  probable  that,  owing  to  the  silting  up  of  the  bed  of 
the  stream  opposite  the  well  or  filter-gallery,  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  water  has  to  filter  by  a  very  circuitous  course.  It 
is  best,  however,  where  practicable,  to  place  the  well  or  filter- 
gallery  as  much  as  one  hundred  feet  from  the  stream,  and  if 
the  matorinl  is  so  impervious  that  a  sufficient  <)uantity  cannot 
be  obtained  at  this  distance,  it  may  be  said  that  the  conditions 
are  not  favorable  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  ground  w.iter. 

In  addition  to  the  ground  waters,  already  discussed,  which 
it  has  been  practicable  to  group  with  reference  to  certain  special 
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characteristics,  th^re  are  others  met  with  under  Bpecial  condi- 
tions which  present  some  peculiar  features. 

Wells  driven  in  the  sand  in  some  parts  of  Proviucetown,  at 
the  end  of  Cape  Cod,  furnish  water  having  a  very  high  color 
and  n  strong  odor.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  exist- 
ence of  deposits  of  organic  matter,  largely  of  marine  origin, 
beneath  the  sand  drifts  of  this  region. 

In  the  water  supply  of  the  Westboroiigh  Insane  Hospital, 
taken  from  driven  wells  near  Chauncy  Pond,  the  amount  of 
free  ammonia  in  the  water  has  always  been  extremely  high, 
and  after  several  years'  use  of  the  wells  has  increased  about  a 
half.  The  organic  nitrogen  has  also  increased  to  more  than 
twice  the  original  amount,  and  Crenolhrix  and  other  organic 
growths  are  now  found  in  the  pipes,  making  the  water  unsatis- 
factory fur  use  ill  the  laundry  on  account  of  the  rusty  stain  left 
upon  the  clothes. 

Welts  sunk  at  Lexington  in  peat,  bard  pan  and  rock  furnish 
water  having  considerable  color,  and  some  other  characteristics 
of  surface  water. 

There  is  an  iDstitncc  where  water  taken  from  a  filter-gallery 
beneath  the  bed  of  an  old  mill-pond  has  color  and  turbidity, 
owing  to  the  presence  of  Grenoihrix  and  'Am<jl(&a.  is  hard,  and 
has  an  offensive  odor.  In  another  instance,  wells  driven  in  a 
salt  marsh  have  furnished  very  hard  water.  Still  another 
instance  may  be  mentioned  in  which  a  driven  weil  near  a  large 
swamp  has  furnished  a  water  which  was  colorless  when  drawn, 
but  acquired  considerable  color  on  standing  for  a  day,  and  also 
had  the  odor  of  sulphuretted  hydrogeu. 

These  special  cases  have  not  been  sufficiently  investigated  to 
warrant  an  extended  discussion  at  the  present  time,  but  they 
nro  mentioned  to  indicate  the  necessity,  notwithstanding  the 
general  good  character  of  ground  waters,  of  having  analyses 
made  of  water  from  test  wells,  and  of  considering  carefully 
what  changes  in  the  character  of  the  water  may  occur  when 
the  currents  of  water  in  the  ground  are  changed  by  continu- 
ous pumping. 
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REPORT  UPON  FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 


The  following  report  embraces  the  work  of  the  Board, 
which  has  been  conducted  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1890,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  263  of  the  Acts  of 
1882  and  chapter  289  of  the  Acts  of  1884. 

The  following  analysts  and  inspectors  have  constituted  the 
working  force  of  the  Board,  and  have  performed  the  duties 
required  by  the  statutes  and  the  regulations  of  the  Board 
relative  to  food  and  drug  inspection  :  — 


Dr.  Bennett  F.  Davenport,   . 
Dr.  Charles  Harrington, 
Prof.  Charles  A.  Goessmann, 
Dr.  Charles  P.  Woiccester,   . 


John  II.  Terry, 
John  F.  McCaffrey, 
Horace  F.  Davis, 


Analyst. 
Analyst. 
Analyst. 
Analyst. 


.  Inspector. 
.  Inspector. 
.    Ins])ector. 


The  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  dur- 
ing the  year  was  5,985,  which  was  larger  than  that  of  any 
previous  year,  making  the  total  number  of  samples  examined 
under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  relating  to  food  and  drug 
inspection  35,671. 

The  following  summary  presents  the  classified  statement 
in  brief  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  :  — 


Number  of  samples  of  food  examined, 

**     found  to  be  i)ure, 
"     adulterated,  or  not 
the  statutes. 

Percentage  of  adulteration. 


it 


(( 


t( 


t( 


Number  of  samples  of  milk  (included  above), 

above  standard, 
below  standard,  or 
t crated. 

Percentage  of  adulteration. 


(( 


it 


it 


t( 


it 


14 


conforming  to 


•  t 


otherwise  adul- 


5,585 
3,771 

1,814 
32.5 

3,236 
1,858 

1,378 
42.6 
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(t  it  C( 

U  (I  u 


Number  of  Stimples  of  drugs, 400 

of  good  quality,  ....  325 

not  conforming  to  the  statutes,   .  75 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 1.87 

Total  examinations  of  food  and  dnigs, 5,985 

of  good  quality, 4,096 

not  conforming  to  the  statutes,    .        .        .  1,889 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 31.5 

A  further  summary  is  also  presented,  for  the  purpose  of 
comparison  with  the  work  of  previous  years  :  — 


it  it 
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Food. 
With  reference  to  the  comparative  freedom  from  adultera- 
tion which  prevails  among  certain  articles  of  food,  the  Board 
has  been  accustomed  to  publish  a  statement  in  its  monthly 
bulletin  upon  food  and  dnig  inspection,  to  the  effect  that 
ivtain  staple  products,  such  aa  sugar,  flour  and  the  various 
L  other  cereal  products,  are  very  rarely  adulterated,  and  require 
but  little  inspection.  The  work  of  the  Board  is  therefore 
mainly  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  such  articles  as  it  has 
found,  by  several  years  of  experience,  to  be  especially  liable 
to  adulteration." 

The  foregoing  statement  applies,  without  limitation,  to 
the  investigations  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year.  Fort- 
unately, harmful  adulterations  are  of  rare  occurrence,  with 
the  single  exception  of  the  fraudulent  introduction  of  water 
into  milk,  a  method  of  adulteration  which  is  not  only  pro- 
ductive of  harm  in  a  negative  way,  by  the  impoverishment 
of  this  valuable  food,  but  also  frequently  by  the  introduction 
of  water  from  polluted  aourcee. 

The  principal  articles  which  are  found  to  be  adulterated 

are  milk,  butter,  lard,  olive  oil,  vinegar,  cream  of  tartar, 

I  Bpices  of  various  kinds,  especially  jiepper,  molasses,  syrups, 

Iboney  and  other  articles   into  which  glucose  enters  as  an 

F  ingredient,  and  coffee. 

With  few  exceptions,  hut  little  trouble  has  been  expe- 
rienced during  the  past  year  from  manufacturers  and  ivhole- 
sale  dealers  doing  business  in  Massachusetts.  On  the  other 
hand,  more  or  less  annoyance  is  constantly  occasioned  by  the 
introduction  of  adulterated  articles  coming  from  manufact- 
urers and  wholesale  dealers  in  neighboring  States.  Many  of 
B  complaints  which  have  been  entered  in  the  courts  in  the 
four  western  counties  of  the  State  during  the  past  year  have 
I  been  of  this  character. 

The  following  list  comprises  the  articles  of  food,  exclusive 
of  milk,  which  were  obtained  by  the  inspectors  during  the 
year  and  were  submitted  to  the  analysts  of  the  Board  for 
examination ;  — 
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A\Up\cc 

Bukfng  powder.,     . 

C»Dd)( 

c„,« ...........      . 

CBjtime 

cb^,  :   ".   :   : 

C»oi,'      '.','.'. 
Cnam'ot  tartar. 

^.^H^'fi^,  :    : 

Qlnger,  ''.'.'.'. 

ISSr  :    :    :    : 

LomoDjulcfl,    . 

isa 
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13 
IS 

IS 

I 

Mu.lBrcl, 
Nfltdnn. . 

e"u7' : 

Bnitsr,      . 

K"  : 

Kilmol  of  tu. 

VcDDlHllI, 

Vlnei,«,. 

1 
26 
H 

J 

19 

» 

33 

H 

SI 
S3 

Total,      . 

Z,11D 

1,TM 

SM 

The  articles  which  appear   promineotly  io    this    list   are 
butter,  cream  of  tartar,  the  different  8picea,  honey,   maple 
syrup,  molasses  and  vinegar.     More  definite  information  as 
to  the  character  of  the  adulteration  in  these  articles  will  be 
found  ia  the  reports  of  the  analysts  of  food. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  all  of  the  samples  of  molasses 
found  to  be  adulterated  contained  glucose  only  as  a  sub- 
stitution. 

The  Arlijicial  Coloring  of  Vegetables  with  Siilphale  of 

Copper. 
In   the   nineteenth  report  of  the  Board    (1887)   it  was 
stated  that  the  sale  of  canned  vegetables  which  were  found 
to  be  colored  with  sulphate  of  copper  wiis  deemed  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  ot  1882  relative  to  food 
and  drug  inspection.     The  reasons  for  this   opinion   were 
concisely   stated  in    that   report,   and   parties    selling   such 
preparations  were  notified  that  their  sale  was  in  violation 
of  the  statutes. 
1               In  support  of  this  opinion,  as  well  as  of  the  impropriety 
1          of  sanctioning  in  general  the  sale  of  food  preparations  con- 
1        taining  poisonous  substances,   the  action  of  the  sanitary 
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aathorities  of  Glasgow  is  worthy  of  notice  as  beariog  upon 
this  special  queallon.  In  their  report,  dated  Nov.  24,  1890, 
entitled  "A  Report  on  the  Greening  of  French  Vegetables 
with  Sulphate  of  Copper,"  the  question  is  very  clearly  stated 
,  as  follows :  — 

It  appears  that  a  commisaiou  was  appointed  by  the  Comit^ 
Consiilttttif  d'Hygiene  of  France  to  report  upon  the  question  in 
1877.  This  committee  denounced  the  practice  of  coloring  food 
with  Bitlpliate  of  copper  in  the  strongest  terms.  M.  Pastear 
added  his  coodemnation  of  the  practice  in  tlie  following  terms : 
"The  administration  ought  uot  tlie  leas  to  forbid  the  treatment 
of  preserved  food  stuffs  with  salts  of  copper.  The  person  who 
asks  for  pease,  iisks  for  a  natural  product  of  vegetation  which 
contains  no  copper.  There  cau  be  no  tolerance  except  on  one 
condition,  that  the  maker  and  the  seller  shall  mark  their  boxes 
'  Preser\'ed  pease  greened  with  anlphdte  of  copper.'  In  that  case 
tolerance  would  amount  to  absolute  prohibition,  for  it  is  improb- 
able that  any  consumer  would  put  up  with  a  food  so  marked." 
(Annales  d'Hygiene,  1880.) 

Other  commissioners  reported  in  the  same  manner,  and  the 
French  government  reaffirmed  the  prohibition  until  April,  1889, 
when  the  manufacturers  so  persistently  renewed  their  demands  that 
the  prohibition  was  withdrawn.  Toleration  had  been  proposed 
on  the  following  conditions  :  — 

1.  A  ma\imum  limit  of  copper  to  be  prescribed. 

2.  The  nature  of  tbe  coloring  matter  to  be  stated  in  each  can  of 

3.  Coloring  with  copper  foreximrt  to  be  sanctioned,  but  nol  for  horn* 


The  reasons  for  this  withdrawal  are  sufficiently  plain  and  are 
honestly  confessed  in  the  report  of  M.  Grimaus,  upon  which  the 
withdrawal  was  based,  namely,  interference  with  a  national  indus- 
try. He  says:  "Our  duty  as  hygie isle  is  difficult.  On  the  one 
hand,  in  fact,  our  proper  inclination  ie  to  prohibit  the  introduce 
tion  into  food  stuffs  of  any  substance  which  cannot  be  held  to  be 
a  food,  and  which  consequently  may  be  more  or  less  Injiu-tous, 
biU  if  we  ado2>ted  this  consideration  as  an  absolute  rule  we  should 
place  our  industry  under  troublesome  conditions,  and  Ikat  is  a 
consideration  which  l/ie  interests  of  our  country  must  not  permif  u« 
to  forget." 
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The  Scottish  authorities,  ia  reviewing  this  action  of  the  French 
goveroruent,  summed  up  the  matter  very  clearly  as  follows  :  — 

"  After  careful  consideration  of  the  report  by  which  the  with- 
drawal of  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  copper  salts  in  reverdinsage 
in  France  is  supported,  we  can  see  nothing  in  it  but  a  feeble 
apology  for  yielding  at  last  to  a  clamorous  and  persistent  national 
interest.  As  representing  the  consumer,  we  may  ask  why  all  these 
commissions,  reports  and  experiments  to  induce  iis  to  eat  vege- 
tables stained  with  sulphate  of  copper?  The  process  is  not 
necessary  to  presen'e  llieni,  and  thus  enable  ua  to  have  the 
advantage  of  cheap  vegetable  diet  at  periods  of  the  year  wbeD 
fresh  vegetables  are  not  to  be  had.  It  is  not  a  case  of  submitting 
to  a  little  risk  in  order  that  an  otherwise  inaccessible  source  of 
food  supply  may  be  thrown  open  to  the  people.  A  French  minis- 
ter of  agriculture  and  commerce  tells  us  that  the  i|uestion  involved 
is  one  '  simply  of  coloring,  with  no  other  object  but  to  please  the 
eye.'  The  foolish  public  expects  to  get  green  pease  at  Chnstmaa 
Buch  as  it  gets  from  the  market  gardens  in  summer.  The  French 
manufacturer  makes  them  to  suit  its  whim.  The  consequence  is 
tbat  it  eats  s'tale  pease  greened  with  sulphate  of  copper  all  the  year 
round.  .  .  .  Internal  economic  and  political  considerations  form 
so  large  an  element  in  this  question,  from  a  French  point  of  view, 
tbat  a  single  remark  may  be  permitted  on  their  British  aspect, 
and  it  is  this:  The  cultivator  of  the  genuine  fresh  green  vege- 
table is  grossly  prejudiced  by  the  substitution  for  the  produce  of 
our  market-gardens  of  last  season's  growth  of  foreign  market- 
gardens,  colored  so  as  to  mislead  the  eye." 

So  far  as  our  own  population  is  concerned  this  question  is 
not  merely  one  which  appeals  to  the  agricultuml  interests  of 
the  community  ;  it  is  a  question  which  has  a  direct  sanitary 
bearing,  eince  the  Actual  use  of  coloring  matters  in  food  is 
almost  iDvariably  to  give  to  inferior  articles  &  fictitious 
value,  and  to  cause  old  and  stale  products  to  imitate  those 
which  are  new  and  fresh.  The  introduction  of  metallic 
poisons  in  any  amount  whatever  should  have  no  legitimate 
place  in  the  food  supply  of  the  people. 

The  following  are  the  cities  and  towns  to  which  such 
notices  were  sent  during  the  year  on  account  of  adulterated 
articles  of  food  :  — 
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Citks  and  Toient  lo  which  Notices'werf  sent  on  account  of  Adulter-        1 

ated  Articles  of  Food.                                              _| 

Amherst 2 

Northam|ilon,         .        .        .        4        | 

BosUin,  . 

26 

Nortli  Andover, 

Brucktoii, 

Norwood, 

Bmikline. 

Orange,  . 

Cambridge, 

12 

Palmer.  . 

Chelsea. , 

Pittafield,        . 

Chicopee, 

ProviDcetowii, 

Clinton. , 

Quincy,  . 

Fall  Kiver. 

Salem,    . 

Fitfhburg, 

Gloucester. 

Grpcnfield. 

SpriDgBeld,    . 

14 

Haverbill, 

Taunton, 

Hoi  joke, 

U 

Turner's  Falls. 

Hyde  Pdrk, 

Wakefleld,     , 

LexJDgton, 

Ware,     . 

I-awrenee, 

Wayland,        . 

Lowell,  . 

Westfield,       . 

Marlborough, 

Weymouth,     . 

Milford. . 

Woburn. 

Nantucket. 

Wood-s  iloll. . 

Kaiick.  . 

Worcester.      . 

New  Bedford 

—        I 

Newtou, . 

Total,      ....     198        ■ 

Nortli  Adams, 

6 

J 

Inspkction  ok  Pork. 

Id  the  general  report  of  the  Board,  page  xxxiz,  certun 

cases  of  trichinosia  are  detailed  which  came  to  the  notice 

of  the  Board  during  the  past  year. 

These  cases  are  of  rare  occurrence  when  compared  with 

the  frequency  of  other  diseases,  although  as  was  shown  in 

the  report  of  Professor  Mark  in  the  twentieth  annua!  report 

of  the  Board  trichinosis  was  shown' to  he  a  disease  of  quite 

common  occurrence  in  the  hog  in  Massachusetts,  especially 

in  animala    fed   upon    the  garbage  of  the  large  cities   and 

public  insttiutions.     Should  the  recent  national  laws  relat- 

ing to  the  inspection  of  pork  intended  for  exportation  be 

rigidly  enforced  it  rany  heconie  a  vital  question  whether  such 

enforcement  will  not  have  a  tendency  to  increase  the  amount 

of  trichinous  pork  which  may  be  offered  for  sale  in  our  own 

markets.                                                                                     ^^h 
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The  laws  of  Massachuaetts  relative  to  the  iDspection  of 
meatd  iind  provisions  in  the  towns  and  cities  are  permiaaive 
only,  and  allow  the  nppointmeut  of  inspectors  but  do  not 
require  such  appointment.  The  regulations  of  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  suggest  the  propriety  of  more  definite  legisla- 
tion than  exists  at  present  in  this  State,  where  large  numbers 
of  hogs  are  annually  slaughtered  and  packed  for  export. 

The  following  regulation  of  the  Department  of  Agricult- 
ure has  special  reference  to  this  subject ;  — 

lii.  All  hogs  reported  by  the  mioroacopist  to  the  inspector  in 
cbarge  of  the  cooling-room  to  be  affected  with  trichina  will  at 
once  be  removed  from  said  cooting-room  of  said  eBtablishmeot 
under  the  anperviaion  of  said  inspector,  or  one  of  bis  deputies, 
and  be  disposed  of  by  the  owner  in  sucA  manner  as  may  be  required 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  where  said  factory  is  situated. 

As  these  laws  and  regulations  arc  matters  of  public  sani- 
tary importance  they  are  herewith  published  in  full. 


REGULATIONS  FOR  THE   INSPECTION  OF  SALTED 
PORK  AND  BACON  FOR  EXPORT. 

UHITBS  STATBB  DKrAR-rKENT  or  AaBICfLTVHE, 
OmCB    OP   THB   gSCBETJlHy, 

WiBHiNOTOW,  D.  C  Sopl.  12,  1890. 

By  virtue  of  the  antliority  conferred  upon  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  by  section  1  of  an  aet  entitled  "  An  Act  providing 
for  the  inspection  of  mealB  for  exportation,  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  adulterated  articles  of  food  or  drink,  and  authorizing 
tbe  President  to  make  proclamation  in  certain  coses,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  Aug.  30,  18ao,  the  following  regulations  for 
the  inspection  of  salted  pork  or  bacon  for  export,  and  the  marks, 
stamps  or  other  de\'ices  for  the  identification  of  the  same,  are 
hereby  prescribed :  — 

1.  Whenever  any  foreign  country,  by  its  laws,  regidntiona  or 
orders,  requires  tbe  inspection  of  salted  pork  or  bacon  imported 
into  such  country  from  the  United  States,  all  packers  or  exportei-e 
desiring  to  export  to  said  country  shall  make  application  to  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  such  inspection  ;  also,  whenever  any 
buyer,  seller  or  exporter  of  such  meats  intended  for  espoitation 
shall  desire  inspection  thereof,  he  aliall  likewise  make  application 
to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  such  iuspection. 
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2.  The  application  must  be  in  writing,  nnd  sUall  give  the  aame 
of  tbe  packer  of  such  meata  and,  if  the  packer  be  the  exporter, 
the  probuble  amount  of  Buch  meatB  to  be  esporteil  pur  vn:Kk  or 
month  for  which  inspeution  is  reqneeted  ;  the  aame  of  the  country, 
or  conntries,  to  which  such  meats  are  to  be  escorted ;  the  place  at 
which  infipection  is  desired  and  the  date  for  auch  inspection.  The 
applicant  shnll  likewise  agree  to  abide  by  these  regulations,  and  to 
mark  his  packages  as  hereinafter  provided. 

3.  Every  package  containing  salted  pork  or  bacon  which  li.is 
beeu  inspected  must  be  branded  or  stencilled,  both  on  the  si<lf  and 
on  the  top.  by  the  packer  or  exporter,  as  follows :  — 

Foit  Export. 

a.  Here  give  the  name  of  the  packer. 

b.  Here  the  location  and  State  of  the  factory  where  packed. 

c     Here  give  the  net  weight  of  the  salted  pork  or  bacon  containvd 

in  the  package. 
il.   If  exportett  by  other  than  packer,  the  name  of  the  exporter. 

c.  Name  of  consignee  and  point  of  ileslination. 

The  letters  and  figures  in  the  above  brand  shall  be  of  the  fol- 
lowing dimensions :  The  letters  in  the  words  •'  For  Es[>ort "  shall 
not  be  less  than  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  all  the 
other  letters  and  figures  not  less  than  one-half  inch  in  length.  All 
letters  and  figures  alllxed  to  the  top  and  side  shall  be  legible  and 
ehaU  be  in  such  proportion  and  of  such  color  as  the  meat  inspector 
of  tbe  Department  of  Agriculture  may  designate. 

4.  The  meat  inspector  of  tbe  Department  of  Agriculture,  liav- 
ing,  after  inspectk>n,  satisfied  himself  that  the  articles  iD8|)ccted 
are  wholesome,  sound  and  fit  for  human  food,  shall  affix  to  the 
top  of  said  package  a  meat  inspection  stamp,  to  be  furnished  by 
the  Depaitment  of  Agriculture,  said  stamps  bearing  serial  num- 
bers, and  the  inspector  will  write  on  said  stamp  the  date  of  ln»pe&- 
tion.  Tbe  stamp  must  be  securely  affixed  by  paste  and  taoks,  in- 
such  a  way  as  to  be  easily  read  when  tbe  package  is  standing  on 
its  bottom.  No  less  than  Bve  tacks  shall  be  dri\en  through  each 
stamp,  one  at  each  corner  and  one  iu  the  middle  of  the  stamp. 

The  stamp  having  been  alfised  it  mti6t  be  immediately  caD- 
cellcd.  For  tliis  purpose  tbe  inspector  will  use  a  stencil  plate  of 
brass  or  copper,  in  which  will  bo  cut  five  parallel  waved  Hues  long 
enough  to  extend  beyond  each  side  of  the  stamp  ou  the  wood  of 
the  package.  At  the  top  of  said  stencil  will  be  cut  the  name  of 
the  inspector  and  at  the  bottom  of  said  stencil  will  be  cut  the 
district  in  which  inspection  is  made.  The  imprinting  from  tbb 
plate  must  be  with  blacking  or  other  durable  material,  over  and 
across  the  stamp,  and  in  such  manner  as  not  to  deface  the  readli^ 
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matter  od  tbe  stamp,  that  is,  bo  as  not  to  daub  noH  make  it  illegi- 
ble. The  stamp  having  beeu  atlixed  and  cancelled  it  muat  imme- 
diately be  covered  with  a  coating  of  transparent  varnish  or  other 
aubstance.  Orders  for  stamps  must  be  made  by  the  inspector  on 
the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.  The  inspector,, 
having  inspected  and  found  wholesome  the  coulents  of  said  pack- 
age aud  affixed  the  stamp  thereon,  wilt  issue  to  the  packer  or 
exporter  a  certificate  of  iuspeclioD,  recitinj;  the  time  and  place  of 
inspection,  the  name  of  the  packer,  the  name  of  the  exporter  and 
the  name  of  the  consignee  and  country  t«  which  exported.  He 
will  also  place  on  said  certificate  tlie  number  of  the  package. 
One  certificate  only  will  be  issued  for  each  consignment,  and  ranet 
designate  the  stamp  numbers  of  all  the  packages  contained  in  said 
coustgnmeut. 

ii.  The  inspector  will  enter  in  the  stub  of  his  stamp  l>ook  tbe 
information  given  by  the  packer's  brand  on  the  package  inspected, 
and  will  report  daily  on  blank  form  (vi.  i.  J),  the  number  of 
stamps  issued  on  each  date,  and  all  the  infonnation  required  by 
said  blank. 

6,  The  certificates  of  inspection  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  and  be  issued  in  serial  numbci-s  and  in 
triplicate  form.  The  inspector  will  deliver  one  copy  of  said  cer- 
tificate to  the  consignor  or  shipper  of  such  meat  inspected  ;  one 
copy  he  will  attach  to  the  invoice  or  shipping  bill  of  such  meat, 
Rnd  the  third  copy  he  will  forward  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  filing 
therein.  He  will  likewise  make  a  daily  report  on  blank  form  (m. 
».  2)  of  all  certificates  issued  on  that  date,  and  lill  out  said  blank 
with  all  the  information  required'  tliereon. 

7.  Whenever  the  inspection  of  any  salted  pork  or  bacon  is 
requested  by  an  exporter  or  shipper  at  any  other  place  than  where 
packed,  the  packages  containing  such  meats  are  to  be  opened  and 

'  closed  at  the  expense  of  the  exporter,  and  said  packages  must  be 
branded  or  stencilled  in  tbe  same  manner  and  contain  the  same 
information  as  prescribed  in  the  case  of  inspection  for  a  packer. 
.1.  M.  Rusk,  Secretary. 

[PuiiLic  — No.  247.] 


Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture  may  cause  to  be  made  a  careful  inspection  of 
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salted  pork  and  bacon  intended  for  exportation,  with  n  view  to 
determiniDg  whether  the  same  is  wholesome,  sound  and  lit.  for 
hnmnn  food,  whenever  the  laws,  regulations,  or  orders  of  the 
government  of  any  foreign  country  to  which  such  pork  or  bacon  is 
to  be  exported  shall  require  inspection  thereof  relating  to  the  im- 
portation thereof  into  such  country,  and  also  whenever  any  buyer, 
seller,  or  exporter  of  such  meats  intended  for  exportation  shall 
request  the  inapectiou  thereof. 

Such  inspection  shall  be  made  at  the  place  where  such  meats  are 
packed  or  boxed,  and  each  package  of  such  meats  so  inspected 
shall  bear  the  marks,  stamps,  or  other  device  for  ideutiScation 
provided  for  in  the  last  clause  of  this  section  :  provided,  that  an 
inspection  of  such  meats  may  also  be  made  at  the  place  of  ex- 
portation if  an  iuspcctioa  has  not  been  made  at  the  place  of  pack- 
ing, or  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  a 
reinspection  becomes  necessary.  One  copy  of  any  certificate 
issued  by  any  such  inspector  shall  be  tiled  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  ;  another  copy  shall  be  attached  to  the  invoice,  of  each 
separate  shipment  of  such  meat,  and  a  third  copy  sJiall  be  delivered 
to  the  consignor  or  shipper  of  meat  as  evidence  that  packi^^es  of 
salted  pork  and  bacon  have  been  inspected  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act  and  found  to  be  wholesome,  sound  and  fit 
for  human  food ;  and  for  the  id  en  till  cation  of  the  same  such 
marks,  stamps,  or  other  devices  as  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
may  by  regulation  prescribe  shall  be  affixed  to  each  of  such 
packages. 

Any  person  who  shall  forge,  counterfeit,  or  knowingly  and 
wrongfully  alter,  deface,  or  destroy  any  of  the  marks,  stamps,  or 
Other  devices  provided  for  in  this  section  on  any  package  of  auy 
such  meaU,  or  who  shall  forge,  coimterfeit,  or  knowingly  and 
wrongfully  alter,  deface,  or  destroy  any  certiGcate  in  reference  to 
meats  provided  for  in  this  section,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  % 
misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  a 
fine  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  or  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year,  or  by  both  said  punishments,  in  the  discredon 
of  the  court. 

Seer.  2.  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  import  into  the  United 
States  any  adulterated  or  unwholesome  food  or  drug,  or  any 
vinous,  spirituous  or  malt  liquors,  adulterated  or  mixed  witli  any 
poisonous  or  noxious  chemical,  drug  or  other  ingredient  Injuriotis 
to  health.  Any  person  who  shall  knowingly  import  into  the 
United  States  any  such  adulterated  food  or  drug,  or  drink,  know- 
ing or  having  reasons  to  believe  the  same  to  be  adulterated,  being 
the  owner  or  the  agent  of  the  owner,  or  the  consignor  or  con- 
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signec  of  tbe  owner,  or  in  privity  with  tliem,  aBsisting  in  such 
unlawful  act,  siitill  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  niiBdeiuenQor,  and  liable 
to  prosecution  therefor  in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  tlie  diBtriot  into  which  such  property  is  imported;  and,  on 
couviction,  such  person  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars  for  each  separate  shipment,  and  may  be  im- 
prisoned by  the  court  for  n  terra  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both, 
at  the  diacretioQ  of  tbe  court. 

Sect.  3.  That  any  article  designed  for  conamnption  as  human 
food  or  drink,  and  any  other  article  of  the  classes  or  description 
mentioned  in  this  act,  which  shall  be  imported  into  the  L'nited 
States  contrary  to  its  provisions,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  proceeded  against  under  the  prarisions  of 
chapter  eighteen  of  title  thirteen  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  tbe 
United  States  ;  and  siich  imported  property  so  declared  forfeited 
may  be  destroyed  or  returned  to  the  importer  for  exportation  from 
tbe  United  States  after  tbe  payment  of  all  costs  and  expenses, 
under  such  regnlations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  pre- 
scribe ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  cause  such  im- 
ported articles  to  be  inspected  or  examined  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  the  same  have  been  so  unlawfully  im|>orted. 

Sect.  4.  That  whenever  the  President  is  satisfied  that  there  is 
good  reason  to  believe  that  any  importation  is  being  made,  or  is 
about  to  be  made,  into  the  United  States,  from  any  foreign 
country,  of  any  article  used  for  human  food  or  drink  that  is 
adulterated  to  an  extent  dangerous  to  the  health  or  welfare  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  he  may  issue  his  proc- 
lamation suspending  the  importation  of  such  articles  from  such 
country  for  such  period  of  time  as  he  may  think  necessary  to  pre- 
vent such  importation  ;  and  during  such  period  it  shall  be  unlawful 
to  import  into  tbe  United  States  from  the  countries  designated  in 
tbe  proclamation  of  the  President  any  of  tbe  articles  importation  of 
which  is  so  suspended. 

Sect,  -t.  That  whenever  the  President  shall  be  satisfied  that 
unjust  discriminations  are  made  by  or  under  the  authority  of  any 
foreign  state  against  the  importation  to  or  sale  in  such  foreign 
state  of  any  product  of  the  United  States,  he  may  direct  that  such 
products  of  snob  foreign  state  so  discriminating  against  any  prod- 
uct of  the  United  States  as  he  ujay  deem  proper  shall  be  excluded 
from  importation  to  the  United  States ;  and  in  such  case  he  shall 
make  proclamation  of  his  direction  in  the  premises,  and  therein 
name  the  time  when  such  direction  against  importation  shall  take 
effect,  and  after  such  date  the  importation  of  the  articles  named 
in  such  proclamation  shall  be  unlawful.     The  President  may  at 
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any  tiiiit?  revoke,  modify,  teruuDate,  or  renew  soy  such  direction 
as,  in  his  opinioD,  the  public  interest  niay  require. 

Sect.  fi.  Tliat  the  importation  of  ifeat  cattle,  sheep,  and  other 
niniiuante,  and  swine,  which  are  diseased  or  infected  with  any 
disease,  or  which  shall  have  been  exposed  to  such  infection 
within  sixty  days  next  before  their  exportation,  is  hereby  pro- 
hibited; and  any  person  who  shall  knowingly  violate  the  fore- 
going provision  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
shall,  on  conviction,  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years, 
and  any  vessel  or  vehicle  used  in  such  unlawful  imporlatiou  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  master  or  owner  of  said  vessel  or  vehicle  tliat 
such  importation  is  diseased  or  haa  been  exposed  to  infection  as 
herein  described,  shall  be  forfeited  to  tbe  United  States. 

Sect.  7.  That  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  be,  and  ia  hereby, 
authorized,  at  the  expense  of  the  owner,  to  place  and  retain  iu 
quarantine  all  neat  cuttle,  sheep  and  other  ruminants,  and  all 
swine,  imported  into  the  United  Slates,  at  such  ports  as  be  may 
designate  for  such  purposes,  and  uudei'  such  conditions  as  be  may 
by  regulation  proscribe,  respectively,  for  the  several  classes  of 
auimalfi  above  described  ;  and  for  this  purpose  he  may  have  and 
inaintniu  possession  of  all  lauds,  buildings,  tools,  fixtures  and 
appurtenances  now  in  use  for  the  quarantine  of  neat  cattle, 
and  liereafter  purchase,  construct  or  rent  as  may  be  necesBary, 
and  he  may  appoint  veterinary  surgeons,  inspectors,  officers  and 
employees  by  him  deemed  necessary  to  maintain  such  quarantine, 
and  provide  for  the  execution  of  the  other  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sect.  8.  That  the  importation  of  all  animals  descril>ed  in  this 
act  into  any  port  in  the  United  States,  except  such  as  may  be 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  quarantine  stations,  is  hereby 
prohibited ;  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  may  cause  to  be 
slaughtered  such  of  the  animals  named  in  this  act  us  may  be. 
under  regulations  prescribed  by  him,  adjudged  to  be  infected  with 
any  contagious  disease,  or  to  have  been  exposed  to  infection  so  as 
to  be  dangerous  to  other  animals  ;  and  that  the  value  of  animals  so 
slaughtered  as  being  so  exposed  to  infection  but  not  infected  may 
be  ascertained  by  the  agreement  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
and  owners  thereof,  if  practicable ;  otherwise,  by  the  appraisal  by 
two  persons  familiar  with  the  character  and  value  of  such  prop- 
erty, to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  whose 
decision,  if  they  agree,  shall  be  final;  otherwise,  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  shall  decide  between  them,  and  his  decision  shall  be 
final ;  and  the  amount  of  tbe  value  thus  ascertained  shall  be  paid 
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to  tlie  owner  tberuof  out  of  money  in  llie  Treasury  appcoii dated 
for  the  use  of  the  Uureati  of  Animal  IndiiBtry  ;  but  no  payment 
sEiall  be  made  for  any  animal  imported  in  violation  of  the  pro- 
viaioDS  of  this  act.  If  any  animals  subject  to  quarantine  accord- 
ing to  the  provieiona  of  this  act.  are  brought  into  any  port  of  the 
United  States  where  no  quarantine  station  is  established  the  col- 
lector of  such  port  shall  require  the  same  to  be  conveyed  by  the 
vessel  oil  which  they  are  imported  or  are  found  to  the  nearest 
quarantine  station,  at  the  expense  of  the  owner. 
D  Sect.  0.    That  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of   the  President,  it 

shall  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  animals  in  the  United 
'  States  against  infectious  or  contagious  diseases,  he  may,  by  proc- 
lamation, suspend  the  importation  of  all  or  any  class  of  animals 
for  a  limited  time,  and  may  change,  modify,  revoke  or  renew  such 
proclamation,  as  the  public  good  may  require;  and  during  the 
time  of  such  suspension  the  importation  of  any  such  animals  shall 
be  unlawful. 

Sect.  10.  That  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  shall  cause  care- 
ful inspection  to  be  made  by  a  suitable  officer  of  all  imported 
animals  described  in  this  act,  to  ascertain  whether  such  animals 
are  infected  with  contagious  diseases  or  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  so  as  to  be  dangerous  to  other  nniroals,  which  shall  then 
either  be  placed  in  quarantine  or  dealt  with  according  to  the  regu- 
lations of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture ;  and  all  food,  litter, 
manure,  clothing,  utensils,  and  other  appliances  that  have  been  so 
related  to  such  animals  on  board  ship  as  to  be  judged  liable  to 
convey  infection  shall  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  regulations 
of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  ;  and  the  Secretary  of  AgricuUnre 
may  cause  inspection  to  be  made  of  all  animals  described  in  this 
act  intended  for  exportation,  and  provide  for  the  disinfection  of 
all  vessels  engaged  iu  the  transportation  thereof,  and  of  all  barges 
or  other  vessels  used  la  the  conveyance  of  such  animals  intended 
for  export  to  the  ocean  steamer  or  other  vessels,  and  of  all  head- 
ropes  and  other  appliances  used  in  such  ex[K)rtation,  by  such 
orders  and  regulations  oa  he  may  prescribe ;  and  if,  upon  such 
inspection,  any  such  animals  shall  be  adjudged,  under  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  jVgricultnre,  to  be  infected  or  to  have 
been  exposed  to  infection  so  as  to  be  dangerous  to  other  animals, 
they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  be  placed  upon  any  vessel  for  ex- 
portation ;  the  expense  of  all  the  inspection  and  disinfection  pro- 
vided for  in  the  section  to  be  borne  by  the  owner  of  the  vessels  on 
which  such  animals  are  exported.     {^Approved  August  30, 1S90. 
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REGULATIONS  FOR  THE  INSPECTION  OF  LIVE  STOCK 
■       AXD  THEIR  PRODUCTS. 


OPTIOK    llF    THK    SBCHKT*nT, 

Washisotok.  D.  C,  March  26,  IS91. 
Tlie  following  rules  and  regulations,  being  additionnl  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  heretofore  made  under  the  net  of  Congress 
approved  Aug.  30,  1890,  are  hereby  prescribed  for  the  iuepec- 
tion  of  live  cattle,  hogs,  and  their  carcasses,  by  virtue  of  the 
authority  conferred  upon  the  Secretary  of  Agricnlture  under  the 
provisions  of  the  aet  of  Congress  approved  March  .3,  181)1,  enti- 
tled "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  live  cattle,  bogs, 
and  the  carcasses  and  products  thereof  which  sire  the  subjects  of 
interstate  commerce,  and  for  other  purposes." 

ExpuKT  Cattle  Inspectioh. 

1.  The  order  aud  regulations  proWding  for  the  inspection  of 
export  cattle  and  sheep,  made  Oct.  20.  1890,  under  the  pro* 
visions  of  section  10  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Aug.  30, 
IfiftO,  are  hereby  continued  in  fnll  force  and  effect,  the  same  as  if 
made  under  tlie  provisions  of  the  aet  of  March  3,  1891,  and  all 
exporters,  to  secure  clearance  for  their  sbiprnente  of  cattle,  must 
Oomply  strictly  with  the  said  regulations. 

Meat  Inspection. 

2.  The  proprietors  of  slaughter-houses,  canning,  salting,  pack* 
ing  or  rendering  establishments,  engaged  in  the  slaughter  of  cattle, 
sheep  or  swine,  the  carcasses  or  products  ot  which  are  to  become 
subjects  of  interstate  or  foreign  commerce,  will  make  application 
to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  inspection  of  said  auim.ils  snd 
their  products. 

3.  The  said  application  must  be  in  writing,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  shall  state  the 
location  and  address  of  the  slaughter- bouse  or  other  establislimeut, 
the  kind  of  animals  slaughtered,  the  estiiuated  number  of  auimals 
slaughtered  per  week,  and  the  character  and  quantity  ot  the  prod- 
ucts to  go  into  interstate  or  foreign  commerce  from  said  establish- 
ment ;  and  the  said  applicant  in  his  application  shall  agree  to 
conform  strictly  with  all  regulations  or  orders  that  may  lie  mad« 
by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  inspec- 
tion at  aneh  establishraent. 

4.  The  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  upon  receipt  of  said  applica- 
tion and  after  oonsideratiou  thereof,  will  give  said  establishment 
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B.a  oUtcmi  number,  by  which  al!  its  inspected  products  will  there- 
after be  known,  nnd  this  number  will  be  used  both  by  tfat  inspect- 
or* of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  siod  by  the  owners  of  said 
establishment,  to  mark  the  products  of  the  estabiisbment  ns  here- 
inafter preBcribed, 

.'■.  The  Secretarj-  of  Agriculture  will  appoint  and  designate  a 
veterinary  inspector  to  take  cha^e  of  the  esiimination  and  inspec- 
tion of  animals  and  their  prodncU  for  each  establishment  which 
has  been  oSicially  numbered,  as  prescribed  by  rule  3,  and  will 
detail  to  such  inspector  such  assistants  or  other  employees  as  may 
be  Qecessaiy  to  properly  tarry  on  the  work  of  inspection  at  said 
establishment.  The  inspector  appointed,  and  all  employees  under 
his  direction,  shall  have  full  and  free  access  at  all  times  to  all  parts 
of  the  building  or  buildings  used  in  the  slaughter  of  live  animals 
and  the  conversion  of  their  carcasses  into  food  products. 

S.  The  veterinary  inspector  in  charge  of  said  estabiisbment  will 
carefully  inspect  all  animals  in  the  pens  of  said  establishment 
about  to  be  slaughtered,  and  no  animal  shall  be  allowed  to  pa£S 
to  the  slaughtering- room  until  it  has  been  so  inspected.  When- 
ever any  animal  is  found  on  said  inspection  to  be  diseased,  said 
aDtmal  shall  thereupon  be  condemned  by  the  inspector,  and  tbe 
owner  of  the  same  shall  at  once  remove  it  from  tlie  premises  aud 
dispose  of  it  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  the  laws  of 
the  State  in  which  said  animal  is  located. 

7.  The  veterinary  inspector  or  his  assistant  shall  carefully  in- 
ject at  time  of  slaughter  all  animals  slaughtered  at  said  estab- 
lishment and  m.ike  a  post-mortem  report  of  the  same  to  the 
Department.  Should  the  carcass  of  any  animal,  on  said  post- 
mortem examination,  be  found  to  be  diseased  and  unfit  for  human 
food,  the  said  carcass  shall  at  once  be  removed  from  said  establish- 
ment under  the  supervision  of  the  inspector  and  be  disposed  ot  in 
the  manner  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  State  where  slaughtered. 
A.ny  owner  of  any  establishment  in  which  inspections  are  being 
made  under  tbe  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  ;1,  1891,  who  shall 
wilfntly  cause  or  permit  any  animal  which,  upon  inspection,  has 
been  found  to  be  diseased  to  remain  on  said  premises  beyond  the 
time  allowed  by  the  inspector  in  charge  for  its  removal,  shall  for- 
feit his  right  to  inspection,  and  said  establishment  will,  for  such 
time  as  tbe  Secretary  may  direct,  be  refused  certificates  of  inspec- 
tion upon  its  products. 

8.  The  carcasses  of  cattle  which  leave  said  establishment  as 
dressed  beef  will  be  stamped  by  said  inspector  with  a  numbered 
stamp  issued  by  tbe  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  a  record  of 
the  same  will  be  sent  to  the  Department  at  Washington. 
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St,  Each  and  every  article  of  food  products  made  from  the  ciir- 
casaes  of  animals  inspected  will  be  labelled  or  marked  in  snob 
manner  as  the  owner  of  said  establishment  may  direct ;  said  labpl. 
however,  must  bear  the  official  number  of  the  establisLment  from 
which  said  product  came  and  also  contain  a  statement  that  the 
same  has  been  inspected  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Atitrcb 
3,  1891. 

A  copy  of  said  label  must  be  filed  at  the  Department  of  Agri- 
cnltiire,  Washington,  D.  C,  and,  after  filing,  said  label  will 
become  the  mark  of  identification,  showing  that  the  products  to 
which  it  has  been  attached  have  been  inspected,  as  provided  by 
these  rules  and  regulations,  and  any  person  who  shall  forge,  coun- 
terfeit, alter  or  deface  said  label  will  be  prosecuted  under  the 
penalty  clause  of  section  4  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891. 

Each  and  every  package  to  be  shipped  from  said  establishment 
to  any  foreign  country  must  have  printed  or  stencilled,  both  on  the 
side  and  on  the  top,  by  the  packer  or  exporter,  the  following :  — 

Foil  EXPOKT, 

a,  Offieia!  number  of  eBtalilishnieDt. 

b.  Name  of  pnckur. 

e.  I.oeatioii  and  State  of  factory 

d.  Net  weight  of  contents. 

c    Name  of  consignee  and  point  of  destination. 

In  case  said  package  is  for  transportation  to  some  other  State  Of 
Territory  or  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  place  of  the  words 
"For  Exixnt"  the  words  "Interstate  Trade"  shall  be  substi- 
tuted. 

The  letters  and  figures  in  the  above  print  shall  be  of  the  follow- 
ing dimensions :  The  letters  in  the  words  "For  Export"  or  the 
woi'ds  "  Interstate  Trade"  shall  not  be  less  than  three-fourths  of 
nn  inch  in  length,  and  the  other  letters  and  figures  not  less  than 
one-half  inch  in  length.  The  letters  and  figures  alBxed  to  said 
package  shall  be  legible  and  shall  be  in  such  proportion  and  of 
SQch  color  as  the  inspector  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  may 
designate. 

10.  The  inspector  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  charge 
of  said  establishment,  being  satisfied  that  the  articles  in  said 
packages  came  from  animals  inspected  by  him,  and  that  they  an 
wholesome,  sound,  and  IH  for  human  food,  shall  aJUx  to  the  top 
of  said  packages  meat  inspection  stamps  to  be  furnished  by  tbe 
Department  of  Agriculture,  said  stamps  bearing  serial  numbers, 
and  the  inspector  will  write  on  said  stamps  the  duto  of  inspection. 
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The  stamp  must  be  seciu'ely  afliied  by  paste  and  tacks  iii  such 
a  way  aa  to  be  easily  read  when  the  package  is  staoding  oq  its 
bottom.  Not  less  than  five  tacks  sliitU  bt-  driven  through  each 
stamp,  one  at  each  corner  and  one  in  the  middle  of  the  stamp. 

The  stamp  having  been  affixed  it  must  be  immediately  can- 
celled. For  this  purpose  the  inspector  will  use  a  stencil  plnte  of 
brass  or  copper,  in  which  will  be  cut  five  parallel  waved  lines 
long  enough  to  extend  beyond  each  side  of  the  stamp  on  the 
wood  of  the  package.  At  the  top  of  said  stencil  will  be  cut  the 
name  of  the  inspector  and  at  the  bottom  of  said  stencil  will  be 
cut  the  district  in  which  inspection  is  made.  The  imprinting 
from  this  plate  must  be  with  blacking  or  other  durable  material, 
over  and  across  the  stamp,  and  in  anch  a  manner  as  not  to  deface 
the  rending  matter  on  the  stamp,  that  is,  so  aa  not  to  daub  and 
make  it  illegible.  The  stamp  !ia\-ing  been  affixed  and  cancelled,  it 
must  immediately  be  covered  with  a  coating  of  transparent  varnish 
or  other  substance.  Orders  for  stamps  must  be  made  by  the 
inspector  on  the  chief  of  the  liurcau  of  Animal  Industry. 

11.  Whenever  any  package  of  meat  products  bearing  the  stamp 
of  inspection  shall  have  been  opened  and  its  contents  removed  for 
sale  the  stamp  on  said  package  must  be  effaced  and  obliterated 
from  the  package. 

\2.  Reports  of  the  work  of  inspection  carried  on  in  every 
establishment  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Department  by  the  in- 
spector in  charge,  on  such  blank  forms  and  in  snch  manner  as  will 
be  specified  in  '■  Instructions  to  inspectors  of  slaughtering  estab- 
lishments." 

Swine. 

13.  The  inspection  of  swine  for  esport  or  interstate  trade  will 
be  conducted  in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  in  the  foregoing 
rules,  with  the  addition,  however,  that  a  microscopic  esaminatiou 
for  trichina  will  be  required  for  all  swine  products. 

14.  When  the  slaughtered  bog  is  passed  into  the  cooling-room 
of  said  establishment,  the  veterinary  inspector  in  charge,  or  his 
assistants,  will  take  from  each  hog  two  samples  of  muscle,  one 
from  the  "  pillar  of  the  diaphragm  "  and  the  other  from  another 
part  of  the  itody,  and  said  samples  wUl  be  put  in  a  self-locking  tin 
box  and  a  numbered  tag  will  be  placed  upon  the  hog  from  which 
said  samples  have  been  taken  and  a  duplicate  number  of  said  tag 
will  be  placed  in  the  box  with  said  samples.  The  boxes  contain- 
ing the  samples  from  the  hogs  in  the  cooling-room,  so  tagged,  will 
be  taken  to  the  microscopist  for  such  establishment,  who  shall 
tbereupoD  make  a  microscopic  examination  of  each  box  containing 
samples,  and  shall   furnish  a  written  report  to  the  inspector  in 
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charge  of  tlie  cooling- room,  giviog  the  result  of  said  microecopic 
examination  together  with  the  numbera  of  the  hoge  from  which 
samples  have  beea  examiocd. 

15.  All  hogs  reported  by  the  microscopist  to  the  inspector  in 
chaise  of  the  cooling-room  to  be  affected  with  triohiua  will  at  ouoe 
be  removed  from  said  cooling-rooro  of  said  establisbmcat  under 
tbe  supervisioD  of  said  inspector  or  one  of  his  deputies,  and  be 
disposed  of  by  the  owner  in  such  manner  as  may  be  required  by 
tbe  laws  of  the  State  where  said  factory  is  situated. 

16.  The  inspector  iu  charge  of  the  slaughtering  or  other  estab- 
lishment will  issue  a  certificate  of  inspection  for  all  carcaasee  of 
animals  or  the  food  products  thereof  which  are  to  be  exported  into 
foreign  countries,  which  certificate  will  cite  the  number  of  the 
factory,  the  name  of  the  owner  or  owners  operating  the  s.ime,  the 
date  of  inspection,  and  the  name  of  tbe  consiguee  ai)d  country  to 
which  said  articles  are  to  be  exported.  Said  certificate  will  also 
contain  the  numbei's  of  the  stamps  attached  to  tbe  articles  to  be 
ex[>orted.  One  certificate  only  will  be  issued  for  each  consignr 
ment.  The  certificates  will  be  issned  in  serial  numbers  and  in 
triplicate  form.  One  copy  thereof  will  be  delivered  to  the  con- 
signor of  such  shipment,  one  copy  will  be  attached  to  the  invoice 
or  shipping  bill  to  accompany  the  same  and  be  delivered  by  tbe 
transportation  companies  to  the  chief  officer  of  the  vessel  upon 
which  said  comtignment  is  to  be  transported,  and  tbe  third  copy 
will  be  forwarded  to  tbe  Department  of  Agriculture  for  filing 
therein. 

J.  M.  Rl'sk.  Secretary. 


Be  it  enticled  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresetUatives  of  IA« 
United  States  of  ATnerica  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture  shall  cause  to  be  made  a  careful  inspection 
of  all  cattle  intended  for  esport  to  foreign  countries  from  the 
United  States,  at  sue b  times  and  places,  and  in  such  manner,  aa 
he  may  think  proper,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  such  cattle 
are  free  from  dise-^e;  and  for  this  purpose  he  may  appoint 
ins|K'ctors,  who  shall  be  authorised  to  give  au  official  certificate 
clearly  etating  tbe  condition  in  which  such  animals  are  found,  and 
no  clearance  shall  be  given  to  any  vessel  having  on  board  cattle 
for  exportation  to  a  foreign  country  unless  the  owner  or  shipper 
of  such  cattle  has  a  certificate  from  the  inspector  herein  authorized 


No.  34.]     FOOD  AXD  DRUG  INriPECTIOX.  395 

to  be  appointed,  stating  that  said  cattle  are  sound  aad  free  from 
disease. 

Sect.  2.  That  the  Secretary  ot  Agriculture  shall  also  cause  to  be 
made  a  careful  inspection  of  nli  live  cattle  tbe  meat  of  wliich  is 
intended  for  exportation  to  any  foreign  country,  at  such  times 
and  places,  and  in  such  manner,  as  lie  may  think  proper,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  whether  said  cattle  ai'e  fiee  from  disease  and 
their  meat  sound  and  wholesome,  and  may  appoint  inspectors,  who 
shall  be  authorized  to  give  an  oUicial  certificate  clearly  stating  tbe 
condition  in  which  such  cattle  and  meat  are  found,  and  no  clear- 
ance shall  be  given  to  any  vessel  having  on  board  any  fresh  beef 
for  exportation  to  and  sale  in  a  foreign  countiy  from  any  port  of 
the  United  States  until  the  owner  or  shipper  shall  obtain  from  an 
inspector  appointed  under  tbe  praviaions  of  this  act  suoli  certifi- 
cate. 

Sect.  3.  The  Secretary  of  Agriculture  shall  cause  to  be  inspected 
prior  to  their  slaughter,  all  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs  which  are  sub- 
jects of  interstate  commerce  and  which  are  about  to  be  slaughtered 
at  slanghter-houses,  canning,  salting,  packing  or  rendering  estab- 
tishmenta  in  any  State  or  Territory,  the  carcasses  or  products  of 
which  are  to  be  trausjiorted  and  sold  for  humau  consumption  in 
any  other  Slate  or  Territory  or  tbe  DiBtrict  of  Columbia,  and  in 
addition  to  the  aforesaid  inspection,  there  may  be  made  in  all 
cases  where  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  may  deem  necessary  or 
expedient,  under  the  rules  and  regulations  to  be  by  him  prescribed, 
a  post-mortem  examination  of  tbe  carcasses  of  all  cattle,  sheep, 
and  hogs  about  to  be  prepared  for  human  couauwption  at  any 
slaughter-house,  canning,  salting,  packing  or  rendering  establish- 
ment in  any  State  or  Territory,  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  which 
are  the  subjects  of  interstate  commerce. 

Sect.  4.  That  said  examination  shall  be  made  in  tbe  manner 
provided  by  rules  and  regulations  to  be  preacfibed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  Agriculture,  and  after  said  examinaltou  the  carcasses  aud 
products  of  all  cattle,  sheep,  aud  swine  found  to  be  free  ot  disease, 
and  wholesome,  sound,  and  fit  for  human  food,  shall  be  marked, 
stamped,  or  labelled  for  identification  as  may  be  provided  by  said 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 

Any  person  who  shall  forge,  counterfeit,  or  knowingly  and 
wrongfully  alter,  deface,  or  destroy  any  of  the  marks,  stamps, 
or  other  de\ices  provided  for  iu  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture,  of  any  such  carcasses  or  their  products,  or  who 
shall  forge,  counterfeit,  or  kuowingly  and  wrongfully  alter,  deface, 
or  destroy  any  certificate  provided  for  in  said  regulations,  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of    a   misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof 


shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  esceediog  oce  tlioiisaud  doilnrs, 
or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  botb  said  pnuisb- 
ments  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sect.  3.  That  it  sliiii)  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  trnnaport 
from  one  State  or  Territoiy  or  the  District  of  Columbia  into  any 
oilier  Stale  or  Territory  or  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  or  for  any 
person  to  deSiver  to  another  for  transportntion  from  one  State  or 
Territory  or  tbe  District  of  Columbia  into  another  State  or  Terri- 
tory or  the  District  of  Columbia  the  carcasses  of  any  cntUe, 
sheep,  or  swine,  or  tbe  food  products  thereof,  which  Lave  been 
examined  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sections  three  and 
four  of  tliis  act,  and  which  on  said  examination  have  been  declared 
by  the  inspector  making  the  same  to  ,be  unsound  or  diseiised. 
Any  person  \'iolating  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  dtemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  punished  for  eacb  offence  as  provided 
in  section  four  of  tbis  act. 

Sect,  6.  That  the  inspectors  provided  for  in  sections  one  and 
two  of  this  act  shall  be  authorized  to  give  ofticia!  certificates  of 
the  sound  and  wholesome  condition  of  the  cattle,  sheep,  and 
swine,  their  carcasses  and  products  described  in  sections  three 
and  four  of  this  act,  and  one  copy  of  every  certiHcate  grautud 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  Bled  in  the  Department  of 
Agriculture,  another  copy  shall  be  delivered  to  the  owner  or  ship- 
per, and  when  the  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine,  or  tlieir  carcasses  and 
products  are  sent  abroad,  a  third  copy  shall  be  delivered  to  tbe 
chief  olficer  of  tbe  vessel  ou  which  the  shipment  shall  be  made. 

Sect.  7.  That  none  of  tbe  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  so 
coustrued  as  to  apply  to  any  cattle,  sheep,  or  swine  slangbteri^tl  by 
any  farmer  upon  his  farm,  which  may  be  transported  from  one 
State  or  Territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia  into  another  State 
or  Territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia :  provided,  however,  that 
if  the  carcasses  of  such  cattle,  sheep,  or  swine  go  to  any  paciiing 
or  canning  establishment  and  are  intended  for  transportation  to 
any  other  State  or  Territory  or  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  here- 
inbefore provided,  they  shall  there  be  subject  to  the  post-mortem 
examination  provided  for  in  sections  three  and  four  of  this  acl- 
lApproved  March  3,  JS91. 

Miiji. 

The  whole  uuniber  of  samples  of  food  examined  during 

the  year  was  ;i,23li,  which  was  also  greater  than  that  of  any 

previous   year.      This   includes   a   considerable   number   of 

samples  of  mitk  of  known  purity,  which  will  he  referred  to 
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later  on.  The  greatest  amount  of  adalteration  has  been 
foand  in  the  more  densely  populated  cities  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State.  Among  these  cities  Boston  receives  much, 
greater  protection  from  its  local  inspection  than  any  of  the 
other  larger  cities.  Hence  the  work  of  the  Board  in  this 
direction  has  been  devoted  more  to  other  cities  and  large 
towns.  Local  inspectors  have  also  depended  largely  upon 
the  Board  for  the  investigation  of  cases  of  milk  adulteration, 
in  which  there  was  evidence  that  the  actual  offenders  were 
beyond  their  jurisdiction,  since  it  is  by  no  means  true  that 
the  retailer  is  invariably  the  guilty  party. 

The  following  summary  comprises  the  results  of  the 
inspection  of  milk  in  the  cities  of  eastern  Massachusetts  for 
the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1890.  These  samples  were 
obtained  from  retailers,  selling  from  wagons  or  shops. 

Boston. 

Number  of  samples  received, .        . 255 

above  standard, 144 

below  standard, Ill 

Skimmed, 4 

Lowest  sample  (total  solids), 9.53 

Percentage  below  standard, 43.53 

Worcester, 

Number  of  samples  received, 94 

above  standard, 50 

below  standard, 44 

Skimmed, 1 

Lowest  sample  (total  solids), 11.52 

Percentage  below  standard, 46.81 

LowelL 

Number  of  samples  received, 136 

above  standard,         .* 85 

below  standard, 51 

Skimmed, 3 

Lowest, 9.54 

Percentage  below  standard, 37.50 

Fall  River, 

Number  of  samples  received, 26 

above  standard, 20 

below  standard, 6 

Lowest, 11.02 

Percentage  below  standard, 23.07 
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Cambridge, 

Number  of  samples  received, 229 

above  standard, 93 

below  standard, 136 

Skimmed, 2 

lowest, 10.07 

Percentage  below  standard, 59.39 

Lynn, 

Number  of  samples  received, 73 

above  standard, 29 

below  standard) 44 

Lowest, 10.60 

Percentage  below  standard, 60.27 

Lawrence. 

Number  of  samples  received, 118 

above  standard, 67 

below  standard, 51 

Skimmed, 4 

Lowest, 11.40 

Percentage  below  standard, 43.22 

New  Bedford. 

Number  of  samples  received, 14 

above  standard, 9 

below  standard, 5 

Lowest, 11.00 

Percentage  below  standard, 35.71 

So7nerviUe, 

Number  of  samples  received, 73 

above  standard, 26 

below  standard, 47 

Lowest, 10.41 

Percentage  below  standard, 64.38 

Salem. 

Number  of  samples  received, 71 

above  standard, 30 

below  standard, 32 

I-^owest, 11.15 

Percentage  below  standard, .45.07 
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Chelsea. 

Number  of  samples  received, 69 

above  standanl, -lO 

below  standard, 29 

Lowest 11.24 

Percentage  below  standard, 42.03 

«  Haverhill, 

Number  of  samples  received, 84 

above  standard, 43 

below  standard, 41 

Lowest 11.06 

Percentage  below  standard, 48.81 

Brockion, 

Number  of  samples  received, 12 

above  standard, 8 

below  standard, 4 

Lowest, 11.67 

Percentage  below  standard, 33.33 

Taunton, 

Number  of  samples  received, 59 

above  standard, 39 

below  standard, 20 

Lowest, 10.96 

Percentage  below  standard, 33.89 

Newton. 

Number  of  samples  received, 73 

above  standard, 46 

below  standard, 27 

Lowest 11.00 

Percentage  below  standard, 36 .  98 

Maiden, 

Number  of  samples  received, 21 

above  standard, 4 

below  standard, 17 

Lowest 10.81 

Percentage  below  standard, 80.95 

Fitchburg, 

Number  of  samples  received,         .        .        .        .        .        .        .  11 

above  standard, 3 

below  standard, 8 

Lowest, 10.76 

Percentage  below  standard, 72.72 


400             STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.     [Pub.  Doc. 

QUmceater, 

Number  of  samples  received, 25 

above  standard, 16 

below  standard, 9 

Lowest, 12.08 

Percentage  below  standard, 36.00 

WaUham, 

Number  of  samples  received, 47 

above  standard, 23 

below  standard, 24 

Skimmed, 1 

Lowest, 10.65 

Percentage  below  standard, 51.06 

QuiJicy, 

Number  of  samples  received, 70 

above  standard, 43 

below  standard, 27 

Skimmed,        .        ^ 1 

Lowest, 10.10 

Percentage  below  standard, 38.57 

■ 

Newbury  port. 

Number  of  samples  received, 26 

above  standard, 23 

below  standard, 3 

Lowest, 12.02 

Percentage  below  standard, 11.54 

Marlborough, 

Number  of  samples  received, •     .  53 

above  standard, 35 

below  standard, 18 

Skimmed, 2 

Lowest, 10.20 

Percentage  below  standard, 33.96 

Woburn, 

Number  of  samples  received, 23 

above  standard, 14 

below  standard, 9 

Lowest, 11.81 

Percentage  below  standard,    .        .        • 39 .  13 
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144 
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94 
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44 
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85 

51 
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26 

20 

6 

23.07 
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93 

136 

59.39 
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73 
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44 
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61 
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5 

35.71 

Someirille, 

73 
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71 

39 

32 
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69 

40 

29 
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84 

43 

41 

48.81 
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12 

8 

4 

33.33 
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69 

39 

20 
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Newton,      . 

73 

46 

27 
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4 

17 

80.95 

Fitchbiirg.  . 

n 

3 

8 

72.72 

Gloucester, 

25 

16 

9 

36.00 
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47 

23 

24 

51.06 

1 

Quincy. 

70 

43 

27 

38.67 

1 

Newbury  port. 

26 

23 

3 

11.54 

Marlborough, 

03 

35 

18 

33.96 

2 

Woburn,     .        ^1 

23 

14 

9 

39.13 

- 

1,662 

899 

763 

45.90 

18 

Milk  of  Known  Purihf, 
During  the  few  years  id  which  the  Bonrd  has  Ijeeu  in- 
trusted with  the  duty  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
statutes,  it  has  devoted  a  share  of  its  nttontioD  to  the  work 
of  "  investigations  and  inquiries"  with  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject of  natural  milk  as  obtained  direct  from  the  cow,  or  milk 
of  "  known  purity."  The  milk  of  at  least  eight  hundred 
animals  has  thus  been  subjected  to  analysis.  These  observa- 
tions were  made  under  all  the  varying  conditions  of  different 
breeds,  ages,  seasons  of  the  year,  time  of  day  and  feeding. 
The  averages  of  all  the^c  samples  of  milk  diSered  but  little 
from  thirteen  and  one-fourth  per  cent,  of  total  solids.  Thus 
the  majority  of  the  samples  yielded  an  average  which  was 
above  the  legal  standard,  while  a  very  considerable  percent- 
age ranged  from  twelve  to  thirteen  per  cent,  of  solids.  It 
is  rare  to  find  a  herd  of  ten  or  more  cows,  well  fed  and  of 
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diflercDt  breeds,  in  which  the  average  milk  of  the  herd  fnlla 
Irelow  twelve  and  one-half  per  cent,  of  solids,  and  still  more 
rare  to  find  a  herd  the  average  milk  of  which  has  less  than 
twelve  per  cent. 

The  principal  disturbing  element  has  been  the  Holstein 
cow.  Just  what  processes  have  been  adopted  in  past  genera- 
tions among  the  Channel  Islands  to  produce  a  breed  of 
animals  which  yield  a  rich  and  nutritious  milk,  and  in  a 
neighboring  country  to  produce  ii  breed  which  furni!>h  an 
impoverished  product,  it  may  not  be  possible  to  affirm.  It 
is  true,  however,  that  the  Holstein  cow  does  not  yield  an 
average  milk  which  contains  thirteen  per  cent,  of  total 
solids.  If  the  necessary  result  of  the  execution  of  the  milk 
laws  in  Massachusetts  is  a  diminution  of  the  number  of 
Holstein  cows,  the  consumer  certainly  profits  thereby,  if  Dot 
the  producer. 

The  milk  of  forty-seven  Holstein  cows  examined  in  1885 
was  found  to  contain  an  average  of  12.51  per  cent,  of  total 
solids.  The  milk  of  eleven  Jersey  com-s  examined  in  Iho 
same  year  was  found  to  contain  an  average  of  14.02  per  cent, 
of  solids. 

During  the  past  year  investigations  were  made  to  ascer- 
tain what  variations  the  milk  of  a  good  average  herd  of 
dairy  cattle  would  present  throughout  the  different  seasons 
of  the  year.  A  herd  of  sixteen  cows  in  Weston,  Middlesex 
County,  was  selected,  and  milk  obtained  from  each  animal 
in  this  herd  once  a  month  throughout  the  year  1890,  with 
the  following  result. 

As  is  commonly  the  custom  in  dairy  farms,  where  constant 
changes  are  occurring,  consisting  in  the  buying  of  nftw  ani- 
mals to  supply  the  place  of  others  which  have  been  sold  for 
various  pui'poses,  several  changes  were  made  in  this  herdt 
which  are  indicated. 

Each  of  the  first  sixteen  cows  in  this  list  received  fourteen 
quarts  of  brewers'  grains  daily,  and  in  addition  Nos.  1,  2,  .3, 
4,  5,  8,  14  and  US  each  received  one  quart  of  cora  meal  and 
one  quart  of  oil  meal  daily ;  N'os.  6,  7,  V,  10  and  15  each 
received  two  quarts  of  corn  moal  and  one  quart  of  nil  meal; 
Nos.  11  and  12  had  three  quarts  corn  meal  and  one  quart  oil 
meal;  No.  I'i  had  four  quarts  corn  meal  and  on?  quart  oil 
meal.     One-half  of  this  feed  was  given  at  morning  and  one- 
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half  at  night.     They  were  also  given  coarse  English  hny  in 

the  morning,   watered,  and  then  fed  with  oat  and  barley 

fodder.     At  four  o'clock  p.m.  they  were  fed  with  rowen, 

watered,  grained  and  then  fed  with  meadow  b:iy.     The  daily 

ration  of  bay  to  each  cow  was  about  fourteen  pounds. 

.Vo,  1.     Grade  Ayrshire ;  five  years  old ;  calvrd  in  October,  1839 ; 

yields  seven  quarts  per  day. 

SDUdi  BOl 

TdiiI 

..«OS*Krt». 

ru. 

Soudi. 

* 

Jan.    29, 1800,  5.15  ^.M..       . 

4.09 

11.30 

15.39 

84.61 

Feb.   26, 18iK),5.I5P.H., 

4.10 

11.22 

15.32 

84.68 

l^Iar.  36, 1890,  C.15P.1I., 

4.11 

11.03 

15.14 

84.86 

M*v.  27,  ]S90,6.30a,m., 

4.47 

11.. W 

15.77 

84.23 

April  30,  1890,^.00  p.m.. 

4.91 

11.95 

16.86 

83.14 

Not,  26,  1890,  6.00  p.m.. 

3.57 

9.94 

13.51 

86.49 

Deiv    31,  1890,6.00  P.M., 

3.03 

9.99 

13.02 

86.98 

Jan.      1,  IS91,6.00  a.m.. 

3.70 

10.28 

13.98 

86.02 

AVEHACIE 

4.00 

10.87 

14.87 

85.13 

No.  2.     Grade  Guernsey ;  four  years  old ;  eatvtdin  September,  1889; 

yields  sci-en  quarts  per  day. 

Jan.    29. 1890,  5. 15  P.M.,       . 

4.32 

10.64 

14.86 

85.14 

r         Feb.    26,1890,5.15pm., 

4.77 

10.48 

16.25 

84.76 

Mar.  26. 1890,  6.15  P.M., 

6.07 

10.49 

15.56 

84.44 

Mar.  37.  1890,6.30  a.m., 

4.76 

10.60 

15.36 

84.64 

April  30,  1890.  6.00  P.M, 

4.56 

10.18 

14.74 

86.26 

Oct,    29, 1890,  6.00  pm., 

3.74 

10.08 

13.82 

86.18 

Nov.  26,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 

2.91 

10.22 

13.13 

86.87 

Deo.  31,1890.6.00  p.m., 

4.91 

10.15 

15.06 

84.94 

Jan.      1.  1891.6.00  A.M. 

4.54 

9.86 

14.40       85.60 

Atekage,       .... 

4.40 

10.29 

14.69  1     65.31 

No.  3.     Grade  HoUlein ;  six  years  old;  ealved  in  September,  1839 ; 

yields  six  quarts  per  dat/. 

Jan.    29, 1890,  5.15  P.M.,       . 

4.46 

11.29 

15.75 

84.25 

Feb.    26,  1890,  5.15  P.M, 

4.31 

11.12 

15.43 

84.57 

Mar.  26,  1890,6. 15FM,. 

4.62 

10.65 

15.17 

84.83 

Mar,  27,  1890,  6.30  am.. 

4.64 

10.79 

15.43 

84.57 

April  30, 18flO,  6.00  P.M., 

4.29 

10.54 

14.83 

85.17 

Oct.    29,  1890.  6.00  P.M., 

4.28 

10.23 

14.61 

85.49 

Not.  26.  1890.6.00  p.m.. 

3.74 

9.91 

13.65 

86.35 

Dec.   31.  1890,  6.00  P.M. 

4.64 

10.22 

14.86 

85.14 

Jan.     1,  1891,6.00  A.M., 

4.95 

10.17 

15.12 

84.88 

^ 

Average,       .... 

4.44 

10.63 

14.97 

85.03 

^                                              ^ 
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No.  4.     Qrade  EoUUin;  Jive  years  oW;  calved  in  Septtmbtr,  1889;       1 

yicl<U  sta  quarU  per  day.                                            1 

solid,  not 

TOUI 

Fit 

r.1. 

Solid.. 

W.«r. 

Jan.    29,1890,5. I6P.U,       . 

3.96 

10.34 

14.29 

85.71 

Feb.  26,1890,5.16  p.m., 

S.96 

10.60 

14.46 

85.54 

Mar.  26,1890,6.16  p.m..       . 

3.71 

10.08 

13.79 

86.21 

Mar.  27,  1890.  6.30  AM.,       . 

3.86 

9.87 

13.73 

86.27 

April  30, 1890,  6.00  p.m..       . 
May   28, 1890,  6.00  P.M,.       . 

4.14 

9.72 

13.86 

86.14 

3..M 

9.70 

13.25 

86.75 

June  2-5. 1890,  6.00  p.m.       . 

2.51 

9.90 

12.41 

87.69 

JuDe  26. 1890,  6.00  Aju.,      . 

4.17 

9.48 

13.65 

86.95 

July  30. 1890,  6.00  P.M..       . 

4.42 

8.92 

13.34 

86.66 

Ang.  27,  1890,6.00  pm..       . 

3.47 

9.12 

13.59 

87.41 

Sept.  24, 1890.  6.00  p.m., 

3.21 

10.47 

13.68 

86.32 

Sept.  25, 1890,  6.00  A.H.,      . 

4.61 

9.93 

14.!54 

86.46 

Oct.    29,1890,6.00  p.m.,       . 

Average,       ,        .        .        . 

3.78 

10.10 

13.94 

86.06 

3.80 

9.86 

13.66 

86.34 

No.5.     Grade  Ayrshirt;  nine  years  old;  calved  in  February,  1889;       | 

yields  nine 

juarts  per  day.                                          ■ 

Jan,    29.1890.6.15pm,       . 

3.64 

11.21 

15.05 

84.95 

Feb    26. 1890,  6.15  p.m.. 

4.44 

10.68 

16.12 

84.88 

Mar,  2fi,  1890,6.16  PH,       . 

3.86 

10.75 

14.61 

85.39 

W&r.  27. 1890,  6.30  am.,      . 

fat 

lost 

14.30 

85.70 

April  30.  1890.6.00  pm,.       . 

4.40 

9.88 

14.28 

85.72 

Aug.  27, 1890.  6.00  P.M. 

3.74 

9.30 

13.04 

86.96 

Sept.  24, 1890.  6.00  P.M,       . 

3.62 

9.67 

13.29 

86.71 

Sept.  25. 1890,  6.00  A.M.,       . 

3.15 

10.06 

IS. 20 

86.80 

Oct.    29.1890,6.00  P.M.       . 

3.85 

10.01 

13.36 

86.64 

Nov.  96, 1890,  6.00  PM.,       . 

3.52 

10.27 

13.79 

8t!.2l 

Deo,    31,  1890,  6.00  p.m..       . 

4.12 

10.43 

14.65 

85.46 

Jan.      1,  1891.6.00  a.m.,      . 

AVEBAOE 

4.51 

10.41 

14.92 

85.08 

3.87 

10.24 

14.13       85.88        ■ 

No.  G.    Grade  Ayrshire ;  twelve  ye 

ars  old;  calved  in  May,  1889;  yieldi       M 

nine  ipia 

rlsperday.                                                 | 

Jan.    29.1890.6.15  P.M.,       . 

3.95 

10.46 

14.41 

85.59 

Feb.   26.1890,6.15  p.m.,       . 

4.13 

10.33 

14.46 

86.54 

War.  26,  1890.  6.15  P.B.,,      . 

3.77 

10.10 

13.87 

86.13 

Mar.  27.1890,6.30  a.m..      . 

3.48 

10.20 

13.68 

86.82 

April  30, 1890,  6.00  P.M., 
May   28,1890,6.00  pm.. 

3.77 

9.99 

13.76 

86.24 

3.42 

9.98 

13.40 

86.60 

June  26,  1890,  6.00  P.M.,       . 

2.72 

9.47 

12.19 

87.81 

June  26, 1890,  S. 00  a.m.,      . 

4.67 

9.35 

18.92 

86.08 

Jnly  30,1890.6. OOpm.,       . 

3.62  , 

9.37 

12.99 

87.01 

Aug.  27. 1890,  coop  M.,       . 

3.51 

9.84 

13.36 

sa.fla 

Sept.  24. 1890,  6.00  P.M.,       . 

2.67 

10.71 

13.38 

86.68 

Sept.  25.  1890.6.00  a.m..      . 

3.86 

10.43 

14.29 

86.71 

Oct.    29. 1890,6.OOP.M.,       . 

3.80 

10.60 

14.40 

85.60 

Nov.  26,1890,  6.00  p.m..       . 

Average 

2.97 

10.05 

13.02 

66.98 

3.59 

10.06 

18.65 

8«.8& 

^^^^^^^^^ri 
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No.  7.    HoUtein  ;J!ve  years  old ;  calved  in  December,  1889 ;  yiflds/ou 
teen  quarts  per  day. 


„„.„,..„.^,„. 

.... 

Tr 

TaUl 

w.,„. 

Jan.    29,1690,5.1^  ph.. 

3.83 

8.06 

11.89 

88  11 

Feb.   26.1890,5.15  p.m., 

2.40 

9.56 

11.96 

88.04 

Mar.  26,  1890,  6.15  p.m., 

2.63 

9.22 

11.84 

88.16 

9.17 

11.50 

88.60 

AprUSO,  1890,  6.00  P.U., 

3.03 

9.23 

12.26 

87.74 

May  28,  1890.  6.0(1  P.M, 

3.07 

9.45 

12.52 

87.48 

June  25, 1890,  6.00  p.m., 

2.95 

9.24 

12.19 

June  26, 1890,  6. 00  a.m.. 

2.94 

9.21 

12.15 

87.86 

July  30, 1890,  6.00  P.M., 

2.44 

9.2:1 

11.67 

88.33 

Aug.  27,1890,6.00  p.m.. 

2.86 

9.57 

12.43 

87.67 

Sept.  24,1890,6.00  p.m., 

3.64 

9.33 

12.87 

87.13 

Sept.  25, 1890,  6.00  A.H., 

8.41 

9.66 

13.06 

86.94 

3.15 

10.05 

13.20 

86.80 

Not.  26,1890,6.00pm, 

2.59 

10.04 

12.63 

87.37 

Dec.    81, 1890,  6.00  P-M., 

2.73 

10.03 

12.76 

87.24 

Jan.      1,1891,6.00  a.m., 

3.13 

9.70 

12.82 

87.18 

Average, 

2.94 

9.42 

12.36 

87.64 

A'o.  S.     Orade  Ayrshire;  nine  years  old;  calvtd  in  September 

1389 : 

yields  seven  quarts  per  day. 

Jan.    29,  1890,5-15  P.M-,       . 

3.16 

9.84 

13.00 

87.00 

Feb.    26, 1890,  6. 15  P.M.. 

1    3.41 

9.97 

13.38 

86.62 

Mm.  26.1890,6.15PM., 

1    3.52 

9.90 

13.42 

86.58 

War.  28,  1890,  6.30  a.m.. 

9.80 

13.23 

86.77 

AprUSO,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 

I    4.14 

9,71 

13.85 

86.15 

Aug.  27, 1890.  6-00  FM,, 

3.08 

9.27 

12.36 

87.65 

Sept.  24.1890,6.00  p.m., 

3.58 

9.44 

13.02 

Sept,  25,  1890.  6.00  A.M., 

2.97 

9.76 

12.73 

87.27 

Oct.    29,  1890.  6.00  P.M, 

3.54 

9.77 

13,31 

86.69 

Nov.  26.  1890,  6.00  P.M., 

2.84 

9.87 

13.71 

86.29 

Dec.   31, 1990,  6.00  pm.. 

3.15 

9.95 

13.10 

66.90 

Jan.     1.1891,  6.00  A.M., 

9,82 

13.48 

86.52 

AVERAOE, 

3.*45 

9.76 

13.21 

86.79 

April 
May 

June 
July 

Sept, 
Sept. 


$.     Grade  BoUUin  ;/ou 
yields  St 

29,  1890.  5.16  P.M, 
26,  1890.5.15  PM. 
26, 1890.  6. 15  P.M., 

27, 1800,  6.30  A.M., 
.10, 1890,  6.00  P.M, 
2«,  IM&O,  6.00  p.m., 

25,  ISyn,  O.OCI  P.M  , 

26.  1890,  6.00  A.M., 

30.  1890.  6.00  P.M.. 
27,1890.6.00  PM., 
24,1890,6.00  P.M., 
25, 1890.  6.00  a.m.. 


■  years  old ;  ealved  in  December,  1889 ; 

'en  quarts  per  day. 


2.69 

4.05 
4.03 


10.12 
10.42 
10.37 
10.  LI 
10.45 
10.48 
10.00 
10.19 
10.26 
9.98 


13.91  86.09 
13.94  '  86.06 
13.73  I 


85.44 
85.73 
85.58 
86.16 

a.-).  32 

87.06 
85.07 
85.21 
82.94 


10.33  j     14.36       85.64 


14.66 
14.27 

14.42 
13.84 
14.78 
12.95 
14. C 


J 
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No.  10,     Grade  Ayrshire;    eight  years  old;    calved  in  October,  1889; 

yields  eleven  quarts  per  day. 


I>ATK  OF  Taking  Samplr. 


Fat. 


I  SoUds  not  > 
Fat. 


Total 
SoIUU. 


Water. 


Jan.    29,1890,5.15  pm., 

4.02 

10.45 

14.47 

85.53 

Feb.    20,  1890,5.15  p.m., 

2.69 

11.54 

14.23 

85.77 

Mar    20,1890,6.15  p.m., 

3.38 

10.17 

13.55 

86.45 

Mar.   27,  1890,  6.30  a.m.. 

3.37 

10.02 

13.39 

86.61 

April  30,  1890,  6.00  p.m.. 

3.88 

10.28 

14.16 

85.84 

May    28,  1890,6.00  p.m.. 

3.61 

9.75 

13.36 

86.64 

June  25,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 

4.13 

9.60 

13.73 

86.27 

June  26,  1890,  6.00  a.m., 

4.64 

9.91 

14.55 

85.45 

July  30,  1890,6.00  p.m.. 

2.99 

9.60 

12.59 

87.41 

Aug.  27,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 

' 

3.42 

9.76 

13.18 

86.82 

Sept   24,  1890,6.00  p.m., 

4.36 

10.39 

14.75 

85.25 

Sept.  25,  1890,6.00  a.m., 

5.34 

9.97 

15.31 

84.69 

Oct.    29,  1890,6.00  p.m., 

3.89 

10.90 

14.79 

85.21 

Nov.  26,  1890,  6.00  p:m., 

5.12 

11.46 

16.58 

83.42 

Dee.    31,  1890,  6.00  p.m.. 

4.51 

11.08 

15.59 

84.41 

Jan.      I,  1891,6.00  p.m., 

4.56 

11.12 

15.68 

84.32 

Avera(;e, 

1                1 

3.99 

10.38 

14.37 

85.63 

No.  11.     Grade  Holslein ;  nine  years  old;  calved  in  September,  1889 ; 

yields  fourteen  quarts  per  day. 


Jan.    29,  1890,  5.15  p.M„ 

5.00 

10.16 

15.22 

84.78 

Feb.    26,  1890,5.15  p.m  , 

5.11 

10.11 

15.22 

84.78 

Mar.   26,  1890,6.15  p.m. 

3.79 

10.06 

13.85 

80.15 

Mar    27,  1890,  6.. 30  am  ,       . 

2 .  95 

10.19 

13.14 

80.46 

April  30,  1890,6.00  p.m.. 

4.70 

10.03 

14.73 

85.27 

May    28,  1890,6.00  p.m, 

3.85 

10.05 

13.90 

86.10 

June  25,  1890,6.00  p.m., 

_ 

— 

_ 

— 

June  20,  1890,0.00  am. 

4.08 

9 .  54 

14.22 

85.78 

July   30,  1890,6.00  p  M., 

4 .  34 

10.22 

14.50 

85.44 

\\vr.  27,  1890,  6.00  P.M, 

4.00 

9. Ho 

13.85 

80.15 

Sept.  24,  1890,6.00  p.m., 

5.33 

10.29 

15.02 

84.38 

Sept.  25,  1890, 

1      "" 

— 

— 

Get.     20,1890,  0.00  P.M, 

'     4.98 

10.99 

15.97 

84.03 

Nov.   20,  1890,6.00  P.M, 

3.40 

9.38 

12.78 

87.22 

Dec.    31,  1890,0.00  P.M., 

5.31 

11.40 

10.71 

83.29 

Jan.       1,  1891,0. Oi^  a.m., 

5.45 

10.84 

10.29 

83.71 

Aveka(;e, 

« 

4 .  50 

10.22 

14.72 

85.28 

No.  12.     Grade  Ayrshire  ;  ciyht  years  old;  advcd  in  November,  JSSO ; 

yields  fourteen  quarts  per  day. 


Jan. 

29,  1S90,  r).15  p.m.. 

3.41 

10.00  ' 

13.41 

86 .  59 

Feb. 

20,  ISIH),  5.15  PM., 

3.37 

9.91 

13.28  , 

86.72 

Mar. 

20,  189(»,  0.15  p.m.. 

3.30 

9.94 

13.24 

86.76 

Mar. 

27,  1H90,  0.30  A.M., 

4.16 

10.04 

14.20  , 

85.80 

April 

30,  ISIK),  6.00  PM, 

4.21 

9.82 

14.03 

85.97 

May 

28,  1890,  0.(yO  P.M, 

3.72 

10.08  ' 

13.80    ; 

86.20 

June 

25,  1890,0.00  pm.,       . 

2.98   ■ 

10.01 

12.99 

87.01 

No.  34.]     FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 
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}fo.  12.     Grade  Ayrshire;  eight  years  old;  calved  «»  November,  1889; 

yields  fourteen  quarts  per  day  —  Concluded. 


Datb  of  Taking  Sample.                  '       Fat. 

Solids  not 
Fat. 

Total 
SolIdR. 

Water. 

June  26,  1890,  6.00  a.m., 
July   30,  1890,6.00  p.m., 
Aug.  27,  1890,6.00pm, 
Sept.  24,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 
Sept.  25,  1890,  6.00  A. M,       . 

4.78 
3.53 
3.96 
4.03 
3.08 

9.37 

9.69 

9.53 

10.90 

9.05 

14.15 

13.22 
13.49 
14.93 
12.13 

85.85 

86.78 
86.51 
85.07 
87.87 

Average,       .... 

3.71 

9.86 

13.57       86.43 

No.  13,     Grade  Durham  and  Ayrshire ;  seven  years  old;  calved  in 
October,  18S9 ;  yields  twenty  quarts  per  day. 


Jan.    29,  1890,  5.15  P.M,       .        .|     2.80 

9.61 

12.41 

87.59 

Feb.    26,1890,5.15  pm.. 

!     2.93 

9.74 

12.67 

87.33 

Mar.   26,  1890,6.15  p.m  , 

2.86 

9.48 

12.34 

87.66 

Mar.   27,  1890,  6.30  a.m.,       . 

j     3.29 

9.30 

12.59 

87.41 

April  30,  1890,6.00  pm, 

3.31 

9.46 

12.77 

87.23 

May    28,  1890,6.00  p.m., 

2.04 

9.60 

11.64 

88.36 

June  25,  1890,6.00  pm., 

2.69 

9.16 

11.85 

88.15 

June  20,  1890,6.00  am. 

3.06 

9.07 

12.13 

87.87 

July    30,  1890,  6.00  p.m. 

2.66 

9.18 

11.84 

88.16 

Aug.  27,  1890,  6.00  P.M, 

3.36 

8.58 

11.94 

88.06 

Sept.  24,  1890,6.00  pm. 

3.19 

9.27 

12.46 

87.54 

Sept.  25,  1890,6.00  a.m.. 

3.52 

8.99 

12.51 

87.49 

Oct.     29,  1890,6.00  p.m., 

3.03 

9.59 

12.62 

87.38 

Nov.   26,  1890,6.00  pm., 

4.80 

10.27 

15.07 

84.93 

Dec.    31,1890,6.00pm, 

3.71 

9.90 

13.61 

86.39 

Jan.      1,  1891,6.00  a.m., 

3.88 

9.90 

13.78 

86.22 

AVEUAGE, 

• 

> 

3.20 

9.44 

12.64 

87.36 

No,  14.     Grade  Jersey ;  eleven  years  old ;  calved  in  March,  1889 ;  yields 

six  quarts  per  day. 


Jan.    29,  1890,5.15  p.m.. 

3.49 

9.76 

13.25 

,86.75 

Feb.    26,1890,5.15  pm., 

1 

4.57 

9.81 

14.38 

85.62 

Mar.  26,  1890,6.15  p.m., 

4.20 

9 .  83 

14.03 

85.97 

Mar.  27,  1890,6.30am, 

4.54 

9.69  , 

14.23 

85.77 

April  30,  1890,  6.<X)PM., 

5.05 

9.48 

14.53 

85.47 

Mav   28,  1890,6.00  p.m., 

4.44 

9.91 

14.35 

85.65 

June  25,  1890,6.00  p.m., 

4.04 

9.53 

13.57* 

86.43 

June  26,  1890,  6.00  a.m. 

4.69 

9.56 

14.25 

85.75 

July    30,  1890,6.00  pm., 

4.31 

10.22 

14.53 

85.47 

Aug.  27,  1890,6.00  P.M, 

5.86 

10.31 

16.17 

83.83 

Sept.  24,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 

.        4.82 

10.19 

15.01 

84.99 

Sept.  25,  1890,6.00  a.m,       . 

.   1     5.54 

10.19  ' 

15.73 

84 .  27 

Oct.    29,  1890,  6.00  pm.. 

6.48 

9.21 

15.69 

84.31 

Nov.  26,  1890,6.00  p  m., 

3.34 

9.24 

12.58 

87.42 

Dec.    31,  1890,6.00  p.m.. 

4.80 

10.30 

15.10 

84 .  90 

Jan.      1,  1891,  6.00  a.m.. 

4.68 

10.15 

14.83 

85.17 

Average, 

• 

1 

4.68 

9.83 

14.51 

85.49 
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Su.lo.     Grade  HolMf  in ;  seven  yean  old ;  calved  in  September,  18S9 ; 
yields  ten  guartt  per  day. 


DiTi  or  Tiiisa  Sitinc. 

1      '"■ 

nt. 

Total 
BotMl. 

w«,. 

3.60 

9.70 

13.20 

86.80 

Feb.   26, 1890,  5.10  P.M.. 

3.96 

9.79 

13.75 

Mar.  26,  1890,  6.15  P.M..       . 

3.71 

3.28 

9.61 

12.89 

87.11 

3.62 

9.23 

12.86 

87.13 

llav    28,  1890,  6.00  l-.M..       . 

3.78 

9.31 

13.09 

86.91 

June  25. 1890,  6.00  I'.M..       . 

3.36 

9.45 

June   26.  1890,  6.110  A.M.,       . 

4.02 

9.47 

1.^.49 

86.51 

July   30. 1890,  6.001- M.,       . 

t    3-51 

9.77 

13.28 

86.72 

Nov.  26, 1890,  6. 00  P.M. 

1    3.10 

9.74 

12.84 

87.16 

Dec.    31,1890,  6.00pm, 

!    3.15 

9.67 

12.82 

Jan.      1,1891,6.00  a.m..       . 

3.59 

9.87 

1S.46 

86.64 

Average. 

'    3.64 

9.69 

13.13 

86.87 

Grade ;  nine  years  old ;  calved  in  January,  1889 ; 
seven  quarts  per  day. 


.Tan.    29. 1890,5.15  P.M.,       . 

1    2.10 

10.51 

12.61 

87.39 

Feb.    26,1890,5.15  PM.,       . 

i    3.18 

10.22 

13.40 

86.60 

Mar.   26,  1890,  6.15  I-.M.,        . 

2.90 

10.62 

13.52 

86.48 

Mar.  27, 1890,  6.30  AM,      . 

'     3.36 

10.18 

13.54 

86.46 

Oc-t.     29,  1»90,6.00pm,       . 

,     4.25 

9.61 

13.86 

86.11 

Xo7.  26,  1890,  6.00  P.M,       . 

:   1.64 

11.7:t 

13.37 

86.6.1 

Dec.    31,  1890,  6.00  p,M.. 

:t.0.i 

10.02 

13.07 

86.93 

Jan.      1,1891, 6.00  AM..      . 

'    ;i.75 

9.72 

13.47 

86.. -.3 

.1.0;(    '     10. .12       13.35      ■86.65 


Ai>ril;W.  1H90,6 
Miiv   28,1X90.6 

00  1-  M 

1 

.  ;    3.0.i 

9.44 

12.49 

87.51 

0(1  V  M 

1    2.11 

9.31.1 

11.41 

8^.. 19 

Jiiiii'  2.').  1890.  6 

00  l-.M 

1 .98 

9.63 

11.61 

88.39 

Jniit  26.  Ittiiil.  6 

l»1  A  M 

1    :i.M 

9.;i.i 

1-2.89 

87.11 

Jnlv  :HI,  189HI,  6 

2.18 

9.13 

ll..tl 

88.69 

2..>1 

9.2t 

11.7.i 

S.-|it    24.  |H',i(i.  6 

IN*  1-  *I 

3.28 

9.117 

13.. -1.7 

S,|t.  2.-,.  1«9.i.i; 

:l.4S 

8.9;t 

12.47 

J-7..i3 

^.iiT 

9.77 

12.84 

87.16 

N..V.  2r,,  IM'.Ki,.! 

:t.2.'. 

10.',ii> 

11.21 

8.'..7'.l 

Di'c.    Ill,  1.s:i(l.  6 

:!.;i(| 

10.;);! 

13.63 

86.37 

.I;in.      I.IHHI.6 

"1  A.M. 

3.42 

10.2:1 

13.65 

Hti.35 

12.55        87.45 
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No.  18.    Dutch ;  four  or  Jive  ijnars  old ;  eah-ed  in  ApHl,  1890 ;  yields 

fourCeen  quarts  per  day. 

1 

T 

Da«  o»  nnm  B*«rt.«. 

K... 

S»M.. 

May   28,  1890,  6.00  r.M-,       .' 

1    2.92 

9.42 

12.84 

87.66 

•Inne  25. 1890,  B. 00  p.m.,       . 

3.16 

9.29 

12.45 

87.55 

June  26,  1890.  6.00  A.M,       . 

!    3.64 

9.17 

12.81 

87.19 

July  SO,  1890,  6.00  P.M,       . 

'     2.87 

9.17 

12.04 

87.96 

Aug.  2T,  1890,  6.00  P.M,       . 

3.63 

9.24 

12.77 

Sept,  24,  1890,  6.00  P.M,       . 

I    3.49 

9.30 

12.79 

87.21 

Sept.  25, 1890,  6.00  A.M.,       . 

!    3.68 

9.80 

13.48 

86.62 

Oct,    29,  1890,  6.00  p.m.,       .    ■ 

;    4.59 

9.97 

14.56 

85.44 

Nov,   26,  1890,  6.00  PU,       . 

'■    2.47 

9.35 

Dec    81,  18110,6.00  P.M.,       . 

3.99 

10.64 

14.53 

85.47 

Jan.     1,1891,  6.00  A.M.,       . 

3.87 

10.60 

14.47 

85.63 

Average,       . 

3.47 

9.62 

13.09 

86.91 

No  19-    Native,  parlly  Ayrshire;  teven  years  old;  calced  in  April, 
1890;  yields  Jifteen  qu arte  per  day. 


May   2B,  1890,6.00  p.m. 
June  26.1890.6.00  p.m.. 
June  26, 1890,6.00  A  u, 
July  30,  1890.  6.00  P.M. 
Aup.  27,  1890,  6.00  P.M, 
Sept.  24. 1890,  6.00  P.M, 
Sept.  85, 1890,  6.00  a.m.. 
Oct.    29,1890,6. OOpm, 
Nov.  26. 1890.  6.00  P.M, 
Dec.    31, 1890,  6.00  p.m., 
Jan.      1,  1891,  6.00  A.U, 

3.38 
2.49- 
2.36 
4.06 
3.11 
2.67 
6.28 
2.84 
6.22 
2.07 
2.33 

9.47 

8.86 
9.33 
8.49 
8.63 
9.12 

10.71 
9.49 

11.40 
9.66 
9.62 

12.85 
11.34 
11.69 

12.55 
11.74 
11.79 

16.99 
12.33 

16.62 
11.63 
11.96 

87.16 
88.66 

88.31 
87-45 
88.26 
88.21 
84.01 
87.67' 
83.38 
88.37 
88.05 

Average. 

3.26 

9.61 

12.77 

87.23 

No.  20.     Ihttch  ;  tkrc 


years  old;  calved  in  April,  1890;  yields  eleven 
quarts  per  day. 


May  28, 1890,  6.00  pm.,       . 

2.51 

9.54 

June  35. 1890,  6. 00  P.M 

2.55 

9.29 

11.84 

88.16 

June  26, 1890,  6.00  AM 

3.95 

9.11 

13.00 

86.94 

July  30, 1890,  6.00  PM 

2.96 

8.94 

11.90 

88.10 

Aug.  27, 1890,  6.00  P.M 

3.32 

8.97 

12.29 

87.71 

Sept.  24,  1890,  6.00  P-M 

3.24 

8.93 

12.17 

87.83 

Sept.  25, 1890,  6.00  A.M 

3.42 

9.21 

12.63 

87.37 

Oct.    29,  1890,  6.00  P-M 

3.62 

9.57 

13.19 

86.81 

Dec.  31,1890,6.00  P.M. 

3.06 

9.60 

12.66 

87.34 

Jon.      1,1891,6.00  A.M 

2.94 

9.93 

12.87 

87.13 

Average, 

3.16 

9.31 

12.47 

87.  S3 

u 
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No   21.     NaliiK!  fvc  r/eari  oM ;   enlved  in  Ajiril,  IS.'JO;   ijkldf  eight 
quarts  per  dai/. 


™.i 

DATl  OF  T*«tWO  auPLIl. 

Fit. 

SDlldj. 

May   28, 18!)0.  6.00p,m,       ,        ,  ,    3.94 

9G9 

13.63 

86.  S7 

June  25,  189l>,  6.01)  p.m.. 

1    3.87 

9.T3 

18.60 

86.40 

Jnne  26. 1890.  6.00  a.m.. 

3.88 

9.67 

13.4.1 

86.55 

July  30,  1890,  6.00  PM., 

1    8.09 

9.07 

12.16 

87.64 

Aag.  27,  18a0.C.0Op,M,. 

'    3.59 

9.07 

12.06 

87.34 

Sept.  SI,  1890,  6.0UP.U., 

8.88 

9.12 

13.00 

87.00 

Sept  25, 1890.  6.00  am., 

1.03 

9.76 

13.79 

86.21 

Average, 

3.75 

9.43 

13.18 

86.69 

A'o  2-J.    Native  t  li'-flfc  years 

old ;  calved  in  April ; 

i/ieldg  eiijIU  qiiarti 

Mm-   28.  1890.  6.00  p.m.       . 
June  25,  1890.  6-00  P.«.,       . 
June  26,1890,6.00  A.M.,     •. 
July  30, 1890,  6.00  PJI..       . 

2.73 
2.56 
3.36 
2.42 

9.44 
9.42 
9.16 
9.72 

12.17 
11.97 
12.41 
12.14 

87.83 
88.03 
87.59 
87.86 

Average,       .               , 

2.74 

9.43 

12.17 

87.95 

The  following  aDslyscs  were  also  made  of  the  milk  of 
another  herd  of  cows,  also  in  the  town  of  Weston,  the 
analyses  Iieing  made  once  in  each  quarter  of  the  year,  —  ia 
May,  August;  November  and  February. 


No.  1.    Mixed 

eight  ytars  old. 

B.„„,«,H„«.MP«. 

-■ 

BulUU  nol 

solid. 

...«. 

M«y   28,1890,6.00  P.M.,       . 
Aug,  27. 1890.  6.00  P.M..       . 
Nov.  26, 1890,  6.00  PM.. 

3.25 
3.99 
3.91 

9.58 
9.34 
9.93 

12.83 
13.33 

13.84 

87.17 
86.67 
86.16 

Average 

3.71 

9.62 

13. .13 

86.67 

No.  2.    Mixtd;  eight  years  old. 


Mav  28.1890.6-00  p.m., 
Aug.  27, 1890.  6.00  P.M., 


13.87       8C.I3 
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No.  3.    Dtttch;  eleven  years  old. 


Way  28, 1890,  6. Top 


No.  4.    Agrshir 

e ;  ten  years  old. 

May   28.1890,6.00  p.m., 
Aug.  27, 1890,  6.00  p.m.,       . 
Nov.  26,  1890,  6.00  IMI.,       . 

3.72 
3.67 
4.33 

9.48 

3.79 
10.18 

18.20 
13.46 
14.61 

86.80 
86.64 
86.49 

Average;,       .... 

3.90 

9.82 

13.72 

86.28 

No.  5. 

Ayrshire 

;  eight  years  old. 

Mav   28, 1890,  6.00  P.M., 
Aug.  27, 1890,  6.00  p.m.. 

2.63 

10. TO 
9.27 

12.53 

13.16 

87.47 
86.84 

Average, 

3.21 

9.63 

12.84 

87.16 

No.  6. 

Devon;  twelve  years  oU. 

May   28,1890,6.00  p.m., 
Aug.  27. 1890.  6.00  P-H., 

.  \    2.83 
.  1    2.96 

10.20 
9.66 

13.03 
12.62 

86.97 
87.38 

AVERAHE, 

.  j    2.89 

9.93 

12.82 

87.18 

No.  7.    Devon ;  three  years  old. 


May    28, 1890,  6.00  P.M.,       . 
Aug.  27, 1890,  6.00  P.M.,       . 
Nov.  26.  I890,6.Wr.M..       . 
Feb.    25,  1891,  5.00  P.H.,       . 

3.84 
4.09 
4.60 
3.37 

10.01 
10.21 

10.. 06 
10.05 

IS.  85 
14.30 
15. IG 
13.42 

86.15 
85.70 
84.84 
86.68 

Average,       ".       ■. 

3.97 

10.21 

14.18 

85.82 

No.  8.  ^  Mixed ;  five  yean  old. 


May    28, 1890,6.00  P.M., 


9.79       13.80  :    80.14 


No.  9. 

HolBtei 

n;  six  years  old. 

May   28,1890,6.00  pm., 
Aug.  27, 1890,  6.00  P.M., 
Nov.  26,  1890.  6.00  PM.. 

3.76 
2.51 
4.28 

9.24 
9.63 
9.97 

13,00 
12.14 
14.25 

87.00 
87.86 
85.75 

AVEKAGE, 

3.52 

9.61 

13.13 

86.87 
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Xo.  10.    Mixed ;  six  year*  old. 


„.,...  T..»<:s«K... 

(-». 

Selldi  not 

zz. 

VHUt. 

May   as.  1890,6.00  pm..       . 
Aug.  27,  1£90.6.00p.si,       . 
Feb.    25.  1891.  5.00  P.M..       . 

3.15 

3.71 

.  3.85 

9.S3 
9.70 
9.18 

1».48 
13.41 
13.03 

87.62 
86.59 
86.97 

AvEHAr.E,        .... 

3.57 

9.10 

12.97 

87.03 

So.  11.     Mixed;  I 


May   28, 1890,  6.00  PJf..       . 
Aug.  27, 1890,  6.00  P.M, 

3.17 
2.88 

10.26 
10.22 

13.43 
13.10 

86.57 
86.90 

AVERAUE,         .... 

3.02 

10.24 

13.26 

87.74 

No.  12.    Mixed 

twelve  years  old. 

May   28.1890,6.00  p.m.,       . 
Nov.  26,1890,6.00  pm.,       . 
Feb.    25, 1891,  6.00  P.M.       . 

3.29 
3.36 
2.98 

10.02 
9.90 
9.73 

13.31 
13.25 
12.71 

86.69 
86.75 
87.29 

Average.       .... 

3.21 

9.88 

13.09 

86.91 

Xo.  23.    .Mixed ;  six  gears  old. 


May  28,  18U0,  6.00  p.m.. 
Nov.  26, 1890,  6.0"!  P.M., 
Fi-b.    26.  1891, 6. 00pm.. 


2.74 
3.69 
2.98 

10.12 
10.42 
9.97 

12.86       87.14 
14.01       85.99 
12.95       87.05 

3.10 

10.17 

13.27       86.73 

Xo.  14.     Mixed ;  six  years  old. 


Mny  28, 1890,  6.00  I'.M., 
Nov.  26, 1890,  6.00  I'M,, 
Feb.    26, 1891,  5.00  P.M. 


11.26 
9.56 

9.77 


15.11 
12.49 

12.90 


84.89 
87.61 

87.10 


Xo.  15. 

Mixed ;  Jive  years  old. 

13.95 
13.68 
13.62 
14.25 

.May    28,  1890,  6.00  r.M., 
Auk-  27,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 
Nov.  2r,,  1890,  6.00  r.M., 
Feb.   26, 1891.  5.00  P.M, 

.  j    4.09 
.  !    3.61 
.  '    3.95 

■  i    '■'' 

9.86 
10.07 
9.67 
9.79 

86.05 
86.32 
86.38 
85.76 

AVERAUE, 

9.84 

13.87 

86.13 

No.  34.]    FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 

Jfo.  16.    Mixed;  six  yeara  old. 


D„<o,r...o  «.,.... 

.... 

Solid*  nol  i      Toul 
FU.       '      8olldi. 

W«»r. 

Way    28,  1890.  6.00  r,M.,       . 
Aug.  27,  ISaO,  6.00  P.M..       . 
Nov.  26,1890,6.00  p.m.,       . 

2.65 
2.81 
3.79 

10.46 

10.08 
10.37 

13.11 
13.89 
U.16 

86.89 
87.11 

85.84 

AvERAItE,          .... 

3.08 

10.30 

13.38 

86.62 

No 

n 

Mixed. 

Aug.  27, 1890,  6.00  p.m., 
Kov.  26, 1890,  6.00  p.m.. 
Feb.   26,  1891,  5.00  F.M., 

3.40    1 

2.66 

3.66 

9.70 

9.85 
9.97 

13.10 
12.51 
13.62 

86.90 
87.49 
86.38 

Average, 

3.24 

9.84 

13.08 

86.92 

No.  18 

Mixed. 

Auk.  57,  1690,  6.00  r.«,       . 
Nov.  26,  1890,  6.00  P.M.,       . 
Feb.   25, 1891,  5.00  p.m.,       . 

4.50 
2.28 

3.20 

9.95 
10.37 
10.05 

14.45 
12.65 
13.25 

85.65 
87.35 
86.75 

AVEKAOE.         .... 

3.33 

10.12 

13.45 

86.55 

No.  19.    Mixed. 


Aug.  37. 1890,  6.00  P.M.,       . 
Nov.   26,1890,6.00  p.m.,        . 
Feb.    25,1891,6.00  p.m..      . 

2.76 

3.. ^6 
3.02 

9.38 
10.08 
9.76 

12.13 
13.64 
12.78 

87.87 
86.36 
87.22 

AVRRAGE,         .... 

,.„ 

9.74 

12.85 

87.15 

Aug.  27,  1890,  6.00  P.M,, 


Aug.  27,1890,6. 00p.m. 
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No.  22.    Mixed. 


Date  uf  Taxikg  Sample. 

Fat 

Solids  not 
Fat 

Total 
Solids. 

Water. 

Nov.  26,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 
Feb.    25,  1891,  5.00  P.M., 

2.95 

3.42 

10.14 
9.59 

18.09 
18.01 

86.91 

86.99 

AVERAdE,          .... 

3.18 

9.87 

13.05 

86.95 

No.  23,    Mixed. 


Nov.  26,  1890,  6.00  p.m., 
Feb.    25,  1891,  5. OU  P.M., 

2.90 
3.80 

10.42 
10.00 

13.32 
13.80 

86.68 
86 .  20 

Average,       .... 

3.35 

10.21 

13.56  !     86.44 

1 

No.  24.    Mixed. 


Nov.  26, 1890, 6.00  P.M,               '.       3.25 
Feb.    25,1891.5.00  p.m.,       .        .  '    3.29 

10.01 
9.78 

13.26 
13.07 

86.74 
86.93 

Average,       .       .        .        .       3.27 

9.89 

13.16 

86.84 

No.  25.    Mixed. 


Nov.   26,  1890,  6.00  P.M, 


I 
10.42       13.62  i     86.38 


No.  26. 


Feb.    25,  1891,  5.00  pm.,       .        .       3.46 


9.83  i     13.29 


86.71 


No.  27. 


Fob.    25,  1891,  5.00  P.M.,       .        .;     2.57 


87.46 


A  part  of  the  dairy  farms  represented  in  the  following 
analyses  were  selected  in  consequence  of  the  predominance 


of  Holstein  cows  among  them. 
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• 

87.18 
87.18 
87.52 
87.83 
85.88 
88.23 
86.81 
86.30 
87.00 
85.47 
86.69 
87.84 

s 

• 

s 

Total 
Solids. 

12.87 
12.87 
12.48 
12.17 
14.17 
11.77 
13.10 
18.70 
13.00 
14.53 
13.41 
12.16 

s 

Solids 
not  Fat 

9.20 
0.22 
9.15 
8.81 
0.87 
8.51 
9.23 
9.67 
9.27 
0.41 
0.13 
8.85 

at 

. 

eoeoeonweoeoweoioweo 

s 

• 
CO 

Character  of  Feed. 

« 

One  quart  gluten  meal,  five  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  corn  meal,  enalluge  and  hay, . 

One  quart  gluten  meal,  five  quarts  ahorta, 

four  quarts  com  meal,  ensilage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  five  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  corn  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  five  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  com  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  five  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  corn  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  five  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  corn  meal,  ensilage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  two  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  corn  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  two  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  corn  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  two  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  corn  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  two  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  corn  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  two  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarts  com  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 
One  quart  gluten  meal,  two  quarta  ahorta, 

four  quarta  com  meal,  enallage  and  hay,  . 

t 
1 

1 

1 
1 

• 

Holatein, 
Holateln, 
Holatein, 
Holateln, 
Holatein, 
Holatein, 
Holstein, 
Holatein, 
Holateln, 
Holatein, 
Holatein, 
Holatein, 

•              •               • 

• 

o 
'.J 

•< 

C     £     i    £     2     £     £     fi     £     E     fi     E 

• 

Where  obtained. 

a 
3 

J4«.,,.- 

8 

an 

' 

• 

CB 
< 

O 
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n 

• 

*.WWWWWWWWW                    WW 
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STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


Drdgs. 

The  statute  of  1882,  relative  to  food  antl  drug  inspection, 
carefully  defines  the  meaning  of  important  terms  which 
are  employed  in  the  act.  The  term  "  drug"  is  defined  as 
including  "all  medicines  for  internal  or  external  use,  not i- 
septics,  disinfectanta  and  cosmetics,"  and  in  n  further  classi- 
fication, embodied  in  section  3  of  chapter  26.3  of  the  Acts  of 
1882,  and  amended  by  section  7  of  chapter  281'  of  the  Acts 
of  1884,  adulteration  of  drugs  is  specified  as  applying 
(1)  to  such  articles  as  are  named  in  the  United  States 
Pbarmacopceia ;  (2)  to  articles  named  in  other  Pbarmuco- 
poeias  or  standard  works  on  Materia  Medica;  and  (3)  to 
any  articles  sold  under  a  "  professed  standard." 

Under  the  broad  provisions  of  these  acts  the  Board  has 
during  the  past  seven  years  examined  a  great  variety  of  the 
articles  and  preparations  which  are  included  in  these  defini- 
tions of  the  term  "drug."  Its  work  in  this  direction  has, 
however,  been  devoted  mainly  to  the  important  list  of  arti- 
cles specified  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia.  After  a 
year  or  more  of  investigation  and  preliminary  work  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  what  articles  were  specially  liable  to 
adulteration,  these  articles  were  afterward  usually  selected 
by  the  inspectors  in  their  collection  of  samples. 

Within  the  past  year  there  was  a  sudden  increase  in  tile 
number  of  empirical  preparations  used  as  cosmetics,  and 
especially  of  certain  articles  advertised  for  the  purpose  of 
"  improving  or  beautifying"  the  complexion.  Upon  exami- 
nation of  these  preparations  several  of  them  were  found  to  ho 
of  an  unusually  poisonous  character.  They  contained  from 
three  to  eight  grains  of  bichloride  of  mercury  (corrosive 
sublimate)  to  the  fiuid  ounce,  the  principal  ingredients 
being  corrosive  sublimate,  water  and  a  little  tincture  of 
benzoin.  In  the  case  of  one  of  these  articles,  Madame 
Ruppert's  Face  Bleach,  it  was  further  stated  that  "  it  w 
guaranteed  harmless,  containing  no  arsenic,  lead,  biiimuth, 
snlp/iur,  lime  or  anything  injurious  to  the  skin.  Its  effect  is 
always  benejicial." 

Another  preparation,  Madame  Fale'a  Erceleior  ComplexioD 
Bleach,  put  up  in  the  same  attractive  form,  is  stated  to  be 
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*^  compoxed  of  strictlt/ harmless  ingredients,"  but  was  touod 
on  analysis  to  be  nearly  identical  with  the  foi-mer.  and  con- 
taining the  same  violent  poison.  These  articles  were  heralded 
by  glowing  advertisements,  and  in  the  case  of  the  latter  a 
public  hall  in  Boston  was  secured,  a  band  of  music,  and 
a  free  lecture  given  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  prep- 
aration to  the  public.  To  the  credit  of  the  people  it  should 
be  stated  that  the  audience  was  vety  small. 

Instances  of  serious  harm  from  the  use  of  these  articles 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board,  a  fact  which  is  not 
surprising  when  it  is  known  that  deaths  have  occurred  in 
several  instances  from  the  external  use  of  strong  solutions 
of  corrosive  sublimate.  (See  Orfila,  Toxicology,  vol.  1,  p.  - 
59;  also  London  Medical  Gazette,  vol.  3,  p.  ROfi ;  Western 
Journal  Medical  and  Physical  Science,  vol.  4,  p.  483 ; 
Gazette  des  Hupitaux.)  If  such  preparations  are  used  at 
all,  they  should  only  be  sanctioned  if  accompanied  by  care- 
ful instructions,  and  with  knowledge  of  their  poisonous 
character  on  the  part  of  the  user.  The  statement  as  to  com- 
position ia  not  only  false,  in  calling  them  harmless,  but  also 
misleading  in  the  statement  that  they  contain  no  arsenic, 
lead,  bismuth,  sulphur,  etc.  Corrosive  sublimate  is  far  more 
poisonous  than  either  of  them,  with  perhaps  the  single  excep- 
tion of  arsenic. 

The  liberal  use  of  auch  articles  externally  must  not  only 
lead  to  serious  results,  but  the  misleading  statement  as  to 
their  composition  would  also  necessarily  lead  to  a  want  of 
proper  care  in  their  use.  such,  for  example,  as  their  acci- 
dental internal  use  by  children  or  others. 

It  was  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  accidents,  and 
such  serious  results  as  might  occur  in  the  use  of  poisonous 
articles,  that  the  following  statute  was  enacted  in  1888  :  — 

[UiiAiTEK  209.  Acts  of  1888.] 


Whoever  sella  arsenic  (araenious  acid),  atropia  or  any  of  its 
salts,  chloral  hydrate,  chloroform,  cotton  root  and  its  Uuid  extract, 
corrosive  sublimate,  cyanide  of  potaasiimi,  Donovan's  solution, 
ergot  and  its  fluid  extract,  Fowler's  solution,  laudanum,  McMunn's 
elixir,  morphia  or  any  of  its  salts,  oil  of  pennyroyal,  oil  of  savin. 
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oil  of  taosy,  opium,  Paris  green,  Parsons'  vennin  exUnuiDUlor. 
phosphorus,  prusaic  acid,  "  rough  on  rata,"  strychnia  or  any  of  its 
salts,  tartar  emetic,  tincture  of  aconite,  tincture  of  belladonDn, 
tincture  of  digitalis,  tincture  of  nus  vomica,  tincture  of  veratrum 
viriile,  without  the  written  prescription  of  a  physician,  shall  keep 
a  record  of  such  sale,  the  name  and  amount  of  the  article  Bold, 
and  the  name  and  residence  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  it 
was  delivered,  which  record  shall  be  made  before  the  article  is 
delivered,  nod  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  iDspectioD  by  the 
officers  of  the  district  police  and  by  the  police  authorities  aad 
otHcers  of  cities  and  towns.  Whoever  neglects  to  keep  or  refuses 
to  show  to  said  ofHcers  such  record  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars.  Whoever  sells  any  of  the  poisonous 
articles  uamed  in  this  section,  without  the  written  prescription  of 
a  physician,  shall  atUx  to  the  bottle,  box  or  wrapper  coutaiuing 
the  article  sold  a  label  of  red  paper  upon  which  shall  be  printed  Id 
lai^e  black  letters  the  word  —  Poison,  and  also  the  word — Anti- 
dote, and  the  name  and  place  of  business  of  the  vendor.  The 
name  of  an  antidote,  if  there  be  any,  for  the  poison  sold  shall 
also  be  upon  the  label.  Every  neglect  to  atfis  such  label  to  such 
poisonous  article  before  the  delivery  thereof  to  the  purchaser  shall 
be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars.  Whoever  pur- 
chases poison  as  aforesaid  and  gives  a  false  or  fictitious  uame  to 
the  vendor  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars: 
provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to 
wholesale  dealers  and  to  nianufacturiug  chemists  in  their  sales  to 
the  retail  trade. 


The  preparations  already  named  were  sold  in  violation  of 
most  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  No  "  written  prescrip- 
tion of  a  physician  "  was  called  for;  no  "  record  of  the  sale" 
was  made,  and  "  the  n&me  and  residence  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  delivered  "  was  not  reported  in  either  instance. 
The  word  "  poison  "  was  not  placed  upon  the  Iiottle,  and  the 
"  name  of  the  antidote  "  was  also  omitted. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  complaints  were  made  out  against 
the  agents  who  sold  these  two  preparations  in  Boston,  add 
at  the  trial,  which  took  place  in  Decemljer,  both  were  con- 
victed and  lined  under  the  aforesaid  statute. 

Two  other  preparations,  bearing  the  names  of  Soule's 
Eradicator  and  Delisle's  Royal  Cream,  were  examined  soon 
afterward  and  found  to  contain  corrosive  sublimate  i 
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the   same   proportion    or   strength.      Parties   selling   these 
articles  were  also  convicted  and  fined  under  the  same  act. 

The  earlier  operations  of  the  Board,  having  reference  to 
requiring  a  conformity  to  the  recognized  standard  of  the 
United  States  Pharmacopa-ia,  so  far  as  oQiciiial  preparations 
are  concerned,  had  a  very  marked  effect  in  securing  a  gen- 
eral improvement  in  the  quality  of  officinal  drugs.  This 
effect  was  by  no  means  of  a  temporary  character,  but  has 
continued  to  improve  up  to  the  present  time,  and  many 
articles  which  were  once  of  an  uncertain  character,  so  far  as 
their  conformity  to  any  fixed  standard  was  concerned,  are 
now  quite  uniform  as  offered  for  sale.  The  advantage  of 
this  improvement,  both  to  the  medical  practitioner  and  to 
the  public,  is  very  great, 

Pkosecutions. 

By  the  provisions  of  chapter  289  of  the  Acta  of  1884  the 
Board  is  required  to  report  the  number  of  prosecutions 
conducted  under  the  food  and  drug  acts,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  expenditures  incurred. 

In  compliance  with  this  provision  the  following  account 
was  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  :  — 


To  the  EonorabU  Sennte  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachuiells  in  General  Court  assembled. 

The  following  summary  is  made  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  289,  section  2,  of  the  Acts  of  1884, 
requiring  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  "  report  annually  to 
the  Legislature  the  number  of  prosecutions  made  under 
chapter  203  of  the  Acts  of  1882.  and  an  itemized  account  of 
all  money  expended  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  thereof." 

The  whole  number  of  prosecutions  made  by  authority  of 
the  Board  against  offenders,  under  the  provisions  of  the  food 
and  drug  acts,  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1890,  was  102. 

The  cities  and  towns  in  which  the  articles  were  sold,  and 
in  respect  to  which  complaints  were  entered  in  court,  the 
character  of  the  articles  found  to  be  adulterated,  or  fraud- 
ulently sold,  the  dates  of  the  trials  and  their  result,  are 
presented  in  the  following  table  :  — 
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Milk  and  Milk  Pboducts. 

For  Fraudulent  Sales  of  MOk. 

Pla'k. 

Date. 

SSSTLT. 

In  Boston, 

Xov.     6,1889, 

Conyicted. 

Ik>«ton, 

Xov.  20, 1889, 

.    Convicted. 

Boston, 

June  25, 1890, 

Discharged  in  Suparior 
Court 

lioston. 

June  25, 1890, 

,    Convicted. 

Ix>wfll, 

Nov.    2,1889, 

.    Convicted. 

Cambridge, 

Mar.  15, 1890, 

.    Discharged. 

Oroton, 

Xov.  12, 1889, 

.    Convicted. 

S<iUthborough, 

Xov.  22,  1889, 

M 

South  borongh. 

Dec.  20,  1889, 

4« 

Southborough, 

Aug.  29.  1890, 

it 

Lincoln,     . 

Oct.     5,  1889, 

4« 

Lincoln,     . 

Mar.  18,  1890, 

.    Xol  Pros. 

Neeclham, . 

Dec.  21, 1889, 

Convicted. 

Sudburj',   . 

Dec.     6, 1889, 

i( 

I^exington, 

Dec.  13,  1889, 

(( 

Harvard,   . 

Dec.  24,  1889, 

i( 

Berlin, 

Jan.     4,  1890, 

t( 

Sterling,    . 

Jan.  24,  1890, 

(( 

Medfield*  . 

Mar.  14,  1890, 

i« 

Revere, 

Mar.  29,  1890. 

Discharged. 

Revere, 

Mar.  29,  1890, 

,    Convicted. 

MarU>orough, 

AL^y     9.  1890, 

it 

Andover,   . 

June  30,  1890, 

44 

Ashland,    . 

Sept.    6.  1890, 
Total,  24  eases. 

it 

For  Fraudulen 

it  Sali 

IS  of  Adulterated  Bi 

Uter  ( Oleomargarine) . 

In  Salem, 

Oct.    29,  1889, 

Convicted. 

Salem, 

Xov.  16,  1889, 

,    Discharged. 

Somorville, 

Nov.     4,  1889, 

Convicted. 

Lowell, 

Nov.  18,  1889, 

41 

I><)well, 

Nov.   18,  1889, 

1 

44 

Lowell, 

July   16,  1890, 

44 

Lowell, 

July  21,  1890, 

44 

Lowell, 

Aug.  27,  1890, 

44 

Fall  River, 

Nov.  19,  1889, 

44 

Fall  River, 

Nov.  26,  1889, 

44 

Fall  River, 

Nov.  26,  1889, 

** 

Fall  River, 

Jan.    29,  1890, 

44 

Fall  River, 

Mar.  19,  1890, 

44 

Worcest«»r, 

Dee.     4,  1889, 

.     Discharged. 

Worcester, 

Mar.  31,  1890, 

.    Discharged  in  Superior 
Court. 

Ilolyoke,  . 

April  24.  1890, 

.    Convicted. 

Ilolyoke,  . 

April  24,  1890, 

44        • 

Lynn, 

Mar.  27, 1890, 

4t 
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For  Fraudulent  Sales  of  Adulterated  Butter  (Oleomargarine) 

—  Concluded. 


TLACIt. 

Date. 

Rbsclt. 

Ill  Cambridge, 

.    Sept.  26,  1890, 

Convicted. 

Cambridge, 

.    Sept.  25,  1890, 

ii 

Cambridge, 

.    Sept.  29.  1890, 

»i 

Brockton, . 

.    Dec.   23, 1889, 

ti 

Lawrence, 

.    June  10,  1890, 

II 

New  Bedford,  . 

.    April  24,  1890, 

ti 

Springfield, 

.    Jan.    24, 1890, 

it 

Waltham, . 

.    May   21,1890, 

ii 

Mariborough,   . 

.    Mar.  20,  1890, 

ii 

Amesbury, 

.    Dec.    12.  1889,        ^. 

4i 

Warren,    . 

.    Jan.    25,  1890, 

ii 

Uxbridge, 

.    Feb.    13,  1890, 

ii 

Uxbridge, 

.    Feb.   25,1890, 

tl 

Blackstoiie, 

.    Feb.    24,  1890, 

ii 

Millville,  . 

.    Feb.    24,1890, 

ii 

Millville,  . 

.    Feb.    26,1890. 

ii 

Millville,  . 

.    Feb.    26,1890. 

ii 

Franklin,  . 

.    Mar.   15. 1890. 

ii 

Abington, . 

.    June     9.  1890. 
Total.  37  cases. 

Ii 

Othek  Articles  of  F 

OOD. 

Molasses. 

In  Boston, 

.    Dec.    14.1889. 

Convicted. 

Boston, 

.    Feb.    26,1890, 

ii 

Boston, 

.    May    29,1890, 

ii 

Boston, 

.    June    7, 1890, 

tl 

Boston, 

.    June    7,  1890, 

it 

Boston, 

.    June    5, 1890, 

it 

Boston, 

.    June     6,  1890, 

It 

Boston, 

.    June  13,  1890, 

tt 

Boston, 

.    Sept.  29,  1890, 

tt 

llolvoke,    . 

*                • 

.     April  29, 1890, 

ti 

Ilolyoke,   . 

.     April  29,  1890, 

tt 

Lee,   . 

.    May    23,1890. 

tt 

Fall  River, 

.    June  26,  1890, 

tt 

Fall  River, 

.    June  30,  1890, 

it 

Fall  River, 

.    July    15,1890, 

tt 

Fitch  burg, 

.    Sept.  27,  1890, 

it 

Fitchburg, 

.    Sept.  30,  1890, 

it 

Springfield, 

.    June     4, 1890, 

it 

Pittsfield,  . 

.    June  20, 1890, 

tt 

Cambridge, 

.    June  28,1890, 

it 

Haverhill, . 

.    June     5, 1890, 

ti 

Ware, 

.    June    5,  1890, 

it 

Palmer, 

.    Julv    19,  1890, 

tt 
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Maple  Syrup. 

Place.                                          Date. 

In  Soraerville,        .        .    Oct    28, 1889, 
Fall  River,        .        .    July   22,1890, 
Lowell,      .        .        .    April  25, 1890, 
Lowell,      .        .        .    April  25, 1890, 
Springfield,       .        .    May      6, 1890, 
Adams,      .                .    May    28, 1390, 
Great  Barrington,     .    April  22, 1890, 

Result. 

.    Convictod 

u 
it 
ki 
»( 

II 
ti 

Honey. 

In  Waltham, . 

.    Dec.    28, 1889, 
Pepper. 

.    Convicted. 

In  Boston, 
Boston, 
Brockton,  . 

.    Jan.    17, 1890, 
.    Jan.    17, 1890, 
.    Mar.  28, 1890, 

Miistard. 

,    Convicted. 

(I 

4« 

In  Adams, 
Boston, 

.    May    28,  1890, 
.    June  11, 1890, 

Cream  of  Tartar. 

,    Convicted. 
Convicted. 

In  North  Adams,  . 
Ilopkinton, 
Fitchburg, 

.    April  23, 1890, 
.    Aug.  19, 1890, 
.    Sept.  11,  1890, 

Convicted. 

ti 

it 

In  North  Adams,  . 

Allspice. 
.    April  23,  1890, 

Convicted. 

In  Hopkinton, 

Vinegar. 
.    Aug.  20, 1890, 

Convicted. 

Milk,      . 
Butter,  . 
Other  articles 

of  food  .... 

.  •      .            24  cases 
37      " 
41      " 

Total, 


102 


it 


SmiMAKY. 

The  whole  number  of  complaints  entered  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  against  parties  for  violation  of  the  acts 
relative  to  the  adulteration  of  food  and  drugs  was  102,  of 
which  number  96,  or  94.1  per  cent.,  resulted  in  conviction. 
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Six  parties  were  discharged  either  in  the  municipal  or  the 
superior  courts.  Of  these  cases  24  were  for  violation  of 
the  laws  relative  to  the  ndulteration  of  milk,  21  of  which 
resulted  in  conviction,  and  in  3  cases  the  parties  were 
discharged. 

There  were  37  complaints  under  the  oleomargarine  taws  ; 
in  34  the  parties  were  convicted,  and  in  3  they  were 
discharged. 

There  were  also  41  complaints  for  fraudulent  sales  of 
other  articles  of  fond,  in  all  of  which  the  parties  were 
convicted.  The  adulterated  articles  of  food  for  which  these 
complaints  were  entered  were  the  following:  Mnlaases,  23 
cases;  maple  synip,  7  cases;  honey,  1  case;  pepper,  3 
cases;  mustard,  2  cases;  cream  of  tartar,  3  cuses;  allspice, 
1  case  ;  vinegar,  1  case. 

In  three  of  the  cases  which  were  discharged,  the  acquittal 
was  due  to  the  inability  of  the  complainant  to  fix  the 
responsibility  of  the  offence  upon  the  proper  person. 

In  two  cases,  the  parties  against  whom  complaint  was 
made  had  disappeared  before  the  trial  and  could  not  be 
found. 

In  three  cases,  all  of  which  were  oDences  against  the 
oleomargarine  laws,  the  convictions  secured  in  the  municipal 
courts  were  reversed  by  the  superior  courts. 

In  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  appeals  were  taken,  but 
in  nearly  all  of  these  the  defendants  paid  their  fines  before 
the  cases  were  again  called  for  trial. 

Fines. 

The  amount  of  the  fines  paid  to  the  treasuries  of  counties, 

cities  and  towns,  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  and 

special  laws  relative  to  the  inspection  of  food  and  drugs, 

was  as  follows ;  — 

Fines  paid  for  Violation  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts,  upon  Cases 
entered  for  the  Year  ending  Sept.  30,  1890. 

Uo'ler  the  provisions  of  tbe  milk  luws, tSSfi  00 

Under  the  provisions  of  tlie  oleomargnriDe  or  butter  laws,  .  33^6  00 
Uoder  theprovisioDB  of  laws  relBtive  to  other  articles  of  food,        738  00 


Total J3,919  00 
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Expenditures. 

Expenses  of  Food  and  Drug  Inspection  from  Oct,  i,  1889 j  to  Sept. 
30,  1890,  under  the  Provisions  of  Chapter  263  of  the  Acts  of 
1882  and  Chapter  289  of  the  Acts  of  1884  rekUive  to  Food 
and  Drug  Inspection. 


Milk  and 
Milk  ProducU. 


Other  Articlfs 

of  Food 

and  Dnigt. 


Salaries  of  analysts, 
Salaries  of  inspectors, 
Travelling  expenses  and 

purchase  of  samples. 
Legal  sen'ices. 
Incidentals,  boxes,  bags 
bottles,    corks,    twine 
etc.,  for  sample  collec- 
tion. 
Printing,  . 


f3,000  00 $1,700  00 

1,720  00 1.146  66 

1,348  73 901  27 

82  80 55  20 

41  34 

17  04 


f6,209  91 


$3,803  13 
6,209  91 


Total, 


f  10,013  04 


REPORTS  OF  THE  ANALYSTS. 


EEPORTS  OF  THE  ANALYSTS. 


DR.   HARRINGTON'S  REPORT  UPON  FOOD. 


Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  1,  1890. 
Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  of  the  Stath  Board  of  Health, 

Dear  Sir:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  on  the  analysis  of  foods  for  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30. 

The  number  of  samples  received  and  examined  was  1,849  ; 
of  this  number  there  were  but  313  which  were  not  of  standard 
purity.  The  only  unusual  adulterants  detected  were  borax, 
which  was  found  in  considerable  amounts  in  two  samples  of 
powdered  sugar,  and  salicylic  acid,  which  was  present  in 
three  fruit  syrups  and  two  samples  of  beer.  The  other 
adulterants  detected  were  of  the  same  general  character  as 
described  in  previous  reports. 

The  following  samples  were  received  :  — 

Molasses f  431.  Seventy  samples  were  adulterated  with 
corn  glucose  in  varying  amounts.  The  remainder  were 
genuine. 

Vinegary  183.  One  hundred  and  thirty-one  were  above 
standard,  and  fifty-two  were  deficient  in  acidity  or  residue 
or  in  both.  A  few  of  the  adulterated  samples  were  white 
wine  vinegar  colored  with  caramel. 

Cream  of  tartar,  194.  Twenty-five  samples  contained  one 
or  more  of  the  common  adulterants,  —  corn  starch,  rice  flour, 
alum,  calcium  sulphate,  acid  phosphate,  etc. 
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Butter^  42.  One  proved  to  be  oleomargarine,  which  was 
sold  in  an  unmarked  wrapper. 

Cheese^  14.     All  genuine. 

Maple  87/rup^  21,  and  Maple  sugary  18.  Thirteen  of  the 
former  and  four  of  the  latter  were  found  to  be  adulterated 
with  glucose  or  brown  sugar. 

Honey 9  27.  Eleven  were  adulterated  with  glucose.  Six 
of  these  bore  labels,  as  follows :  — 

Nos.  2,157  and  7,181.    "  Pure  White  Clover  Honey  for  Medicinal  Use. 

D.  Geer/' 
Xo.  7,603.    "  White  Clover  Honey.    J.  R.  Ladd." 
Nos.  7,0)2  and  8,2.^52.    "  David  Holland,  Peacham,  Vt." 
No.  3,769.    "  Murray  Geer,  Aroostook  County,  Maine." 

Sugar^  22.  Two  contained  borax.  Additional  samples 
from  the  same  source  were  found  to  be  pure. 

Confectionery y  22.  These  were  examined  with  special 
reference  to  poisonous  colors,  which  were  in  no  case  de- 
tected. 

Tea^  55.  One  sample  contained  an  undue  amount  of 
dirt. 

Coffee y  21.     Tliree  consisted  wholly  of  roasted  cereals. 

Cocoay  8.     Four  contained  wheat  flour. 

Olive  oiU  22.  Ten  proved  to  be  an  inferior  substitute,  or 
olive  oil  containing  a  small  proportion  of  cotton-seed  oil. 

Baking  powders,  11.  All  of  these  contained  alum.  The 
following  brands  were  represented  :  — 

Anclior.  Universal. 

Walloon.  ;  Violet. 

New  England. 

Sofla^  13.     All  genuine. 
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Lard,  21.     Six  samples  were    adulterated  with   cotton- 
seed oil  and  stenriDe. 


Black  pepper,  151.     Thirty-five  were  adulterated.     The 
following  braods  were  represented  among  the  latter :  — 


Bow  en's. 

Bncon,  Sticknej  &  Co. 

Globe  MilU. 


E,  W.  Ropes. 
Tropical  Mills. 
Springfield  Mills, 


}VhUe  pepper,  26.  Six  eamples,  including  one  each 
marked  Knickerbocker  Mills  and  E.  S.  Kibbe,  Hartford, 
Conn.,  were  adulterated. 

Cloves,  135,  Eighteen  were  adulterated,  including  sam- 
ples marked  — 


Wing  &  Large,  Troy,  N.  Y. 
India  Mills,  New  York. 


E.  W.  Ropes,  New  York. 
P,  H,  Saoda,  Coonectiout. 


Cayenne,   19.     Three   were   adulterated.     One   of   these 
was  marked  E.  K.  Durkee  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Mace,  12.     Two  marked  E.  W.  Ropes,  New  York,  were 
adulterated. 

Ginger,   72.     Seven  samples,   two  of  which   were  from 
India  Mills,  New  York,  were  adulterated. 

Mustard,   62.      Twenty-three   adulterated.      Among  the 
latter  were  the  following  brands :  — 

Moshier  Bros.,  New  York.  i  Freeman's, 

Ardeoter.  '  Boiven's. 

Ca.tsia,  144.     Eight  adulterated.     The  only  brand  among 
the  latter  was  E.  W.  Ropes,  New  York. 

Allspice,  64.     Two  samples,  both  unmarked,  were  adul- 
terated. 


Conned  foods,  17.  These  included  one  sample  each  of 
asparagus  and  pease  and  fifteen  of  condensed  milk.  One 
sample  of  the  latter  contained  slight  metallic  contamination  ; 
all  the  others  were  of  good  quality. 
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Miscellaneous.     The  following  were  found  to  be  of  good 
quality :  — 

Sage,  nutmeg,  gelatine,  2  each;  savory,  curry,  apple  jelly,  vermi- 
celli, chocolate,  horseradish,  lemon  syrup,  chicory,  ^^egg  custard," 
lager  beer,  1  each. 

The  following  were  adulterated  :  — 

Strawberry  syrup,  1 ;  apricot  juice,  2 ;  alica  beer,  1 ;  and  Kaiser  beer, 
1,  with  salicylic  acid ;  and  lemon  juice,  1,  which  proved  to  be  a  weak 
solution  of  citric  acid  in  water. 

Total,  1,849  ;  1,536  genuine,  313  adulterated. 

Respectfully, 
CHARLES  HARRINGTON,  M.D. 
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DR.    DAVENPORT'S  REPORT  UPON  FOOD. 


BoSToM,  Oct.  1, 1S0O. 

Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  Slate  Board  of  Health. 

Sir :  —  I  have  the  followiug  report  to  make  upon  the  500 
samples  of  food  submitted  to  me  for  examination  during  the 
paat  twelve  months.  Of  these,  377,  or  75-4  per  cent.,  proved 
to  be  of  the  good  standard  quality  called  for  under  the 
food  laws  of  this  State. 

Among  them  were  128  samples  of  butter,  of  which  58 
proved  not  to  be  butter  as  was  called  for,  but  oleomargarine 
in  its  stead.  In  this  connection  Ibe  following  extract  from 
the  report  of  the  United  States  Consul  at  Munich,  Germany, 
to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington  is  of  interest :  — 

In  connection  with  the  many  propositions  which  liave  been  made 
about  coloring  of  oleomargarine  so  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
substitute  oleomargarine  for  natural  butter,  a  suggestion  made  by 
Dr.  F.  Soxhlet,  professor  in  the  Technological  Institute  and  chief 
of  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  at  Munich,  is  particularly 
interesting.  Starting  with  the  idea  that  any  strong  coloring  matter 
would  cause  a  deterioration  in  oleomargarine  both  in  delicacy  and 
in  nourishing  qualities,  Professor  Soxhlet  proposes  to  add  a  harm- 
less substance.  In  small  quantity,  which  would  in  no  way  change  the 
color,  taste,  smell  or  usefulness  of  oleomargarine,  but  which,  while 
it  cannot  be  removed  from  tbe  oleomargarine  will  yet  furnish  every 
one  with  an  easily  applied  test :  so  tliat  if  only  one-tenth  part  of  a 
mixture  is  oleomargarine  it  can  be  at  once  discovered.  The  pro- 
fessor recommends  as  such  a  substance,  phenol-pbtbaline,  to  be 
added  to  the  oleomargarine  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  to  one 
hundred  thousand,  —  that  is,  of  one  ounce  to  three  short  tons  of 
the  oleomargarine. 

A  piece  as  large  as  a  pea  of  oleomai^arine  which  had  been  thus 
treated,  if  placed  upon  a  white  surface  and  a  drop  of  a  strong 
solution  of  any  one  of  the  common  domestic  alkalies,  such  as  soda, 
potash  or  ammonia,  rubbed  into  it  would  immediately  develop  a 
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strong  pink  color.  A  little  cigar  asbes  even  rubbed  into  the 
oleomargarine  placed  upon  a  piece  of  white  paper  would  etain  the 
paper  pink.  Ad^  market  inspector  could  then  make  buodrcdB  of 
such  examinationB  in  a  very  short  time,  and  every  consumer  would 
be  furnished  with  an  easy  and  certain  test.  This  roanner  of 
preparing  the  oleomargarine  with  phenol-phthaline  would  not  io- 
jurioualy  affect  the  aitificial  butter  at  any  stage  of  its  manufac- 
ture or  at  any  time  in  its  use.  The  color  wonld  never  be  developed 
uncalled  for,  as  in  preparing  food  it  would  not  come  in  contact 
with  any  strong  alkali  and  so  would  not  become  discolored. 


Of  the  4  cheese  Bamples  examiDed  none  contained  any 
forbidden  admixture.  But  of  3  lards  1  coutained  a  large 
admixture  of  cotton-seed  oil,  and  ont  of  6  samples  of  olive 
oil  2  were  mostly,  if  not  wholly,  of  the  same  cotton-seed  oil. 

Of  25  samples  of  cider  vinegar  12  were  either  colored 
white  wine,  that  is,  spirit  vinegar,  alone  or  mixed  with  some 
little  cider  for  flavor,  or  else  they  were  of  cider  vinegar  stock 
but  partially  converted  or  else  somewhat  watered. 

Among  the  common  spices  there  were  46  peppers,  of 
which  8  contained  large  admixtures  of  foreign  vegetable 
substances,  such  as  starches,  flours,  buckwheat  middlings 
and  the  like,  or  in  some  cases  they  were  wholly  grains  of 
paradise,  which  have  been  known  in  commerce  as  Malhi- 
guetta  iiepper. 

Of  14  samples  of  mustard  1  contained  over  25  per  cent, 
of  powdered  talc.  Of  20  cinnamon,  9  allspice,  10  cloves 
and  8  other  spices  all  but  one  of  each  variety  were  of  proper 
quality,  while  1  mace,  2  ginger  and  1  capsicum  were  all 
good. 

Of  73  samples  of  cream  of  tartar  all  but  7  were  as  they 
should  be.  These  contained,  in  some  cases,  the  weU-knavn 
admixture  of  starch,  gypsum  and  the  like,  or  had  a  substi- 
tution of  the  acid  phosphate  of  lime.  Some,  however,  con- 
tained no  cream  of  tartar  at  all,  hut  were  simply  straight 
powdered  gypsum,  to  which  only  sufficient  acid  phosphate  or 
tartaric  acid  had  been  added  to  give  the  mixture  about  the 
usual  degree  of  tart  taste  possessed  by  cream  of  tartar. 
The  makers  of  these  powders  had  taken  advantage  of  the 
not  generally  well-known  fact  that  straight  gypsum  will  act 
quite  efficiently  upon  bicarbonate  of  soda  in  liberating  its 


I 


gas  when  aided  by  a  degree  of  heat  much  below  that  of  a 
baking  oven.  Much  of  such  a  powder  is,  of  course,  left  in 
the  bread  in  the  inert  form  of  chalk.  The  single  sample  of 
baking  powder  examined  was  found  to  be  of  the  straight 
cream  of  tartar  and  soda  bicarbonate  variety. 

Out  of  87  samples  of  molasses  15  were  found  to  contain  a 
large  admixture  of  foreign  glucose  syrup,  that  is,  ranging 
from  50  to  90  per  cent,  of  glucose.  Thia  is  not  quite  as  bad 
a  showing  as  I  experienced  with  20  samples  which  were 
collected  in  an  adjoining  Slate  which  has  not  as  yet  a  gen- 
eral food-adulteration  law.  Out  of  these  20  samples  I  found 
18  which  were  even  more  admixed  than  the  worst  of  our 
own,  several  of  them  being  nothing  short  of  total  substitu- 
tion; one  of  them  even  being  a  glucose  syrup  very  im- 
perfectly converted  from  its  dextrine  condition. 

Out  of  13  samples  of  maple  syrup  3  contained  large 
admixture  of  foreign  glucose  syrup,  while  of  12  maple 
sugars  5  consisted  mostly  of  molasses  or  brown  sugar.  Of 
honey  2  samples,  and  of  confectionery  5  were  all  of  standard 
quality. 

Out  of  18  samples  of  tea  and  5  of  coffee  all  were  of  good 
quality.  In  coffee  several  new  admixtures  have  proved  of 
interest.  One,  consisting  of  an  entirely  artilicial  coffee  sub- 
stitute, has  been  placed  upon  the  market  pressed  into  the 
form  of  whole  coffee  beans.  It  is  composed  of  a  brown- 
bread  mixture,  and  is  made  up  to  a  very  close  imitation  of 
the  color  of  roasted  coffee.  Mixed  with  the  whole  coffee, 
which  customers  have  ground  for  themselves  at  the  time  of 
purchase,  the  chances  of  its  presence  being  observed  as  the 
beans  are  being  turned  into  the  chopper  of  the  mill  are  very 
slight  indeed.  All  such  starch  substitutes  are,  however, 
readily  detected  when  mixed  with  coffee  by  placing  a  small 
quantity  of  it  upon  the  surface  of  some  water  in  a  glass 
and  noting  whether  streams  of  caramel  color  are  quickly 
seen  descending  from  the  floating  mass,  and  whether  particles 
soon  sink  to  the  bottom,  which,  upon  further  examination,  are 
found  to  t>e  soft,  easily  crushed,  and  present  starch  granules, 
which,  when  viewed  through  a  microscope,  will  take  on  the 
familiar  blue  coloration  upon  the  addition  of  an  iodine  solu- 
tion.    A  coffee  substitute  of  practically  the  same  materials 
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as  the  moulded  beans  is  also  sold  in  the  bulk  form  under  the 
trade  name  of  **  P.  P.  C.,''  which  is  translated  as  the 
**  patent  process  compound.**  This  is  made  up  in  two 
forms  —  *'  with"  and  *'  without ;"  that  is,  with  or  without  the 
addition  of  chicory.  A  quite  ingenious  form  of  substitute 
is  that  made  from  pease  which  have  been  steamed,  then 
pressed  flat  and  roasted.  The  starch  granules  are  thereby 
so  altered  in  form  as  not  to  be  readily  recognized  from  their 
appearance,  and  the  starch  substance  is  so  far  converted  as 
not  to  readily  take  on  the  familiar  blue  reaction  with  iodine 
solution.  It  will,  however,  develop  after  the  lapse  of  several 
hours.  The  peculiar  palisade  formation  of  the  cells  in  the 
cuticle  of  the  pea,  however,  not  being  altered,  will  readily, 
to  the  practised  eye,  identify  the  admixture  as  belonging  to 
the  pulse  family. 

Out  of  the  3  samples  of  condensed  milk  examined  2  were 
found  to  be  of  the  usual  skim-milk  quality. 

Of  the  2  samples  of  preserved  lemon  juice  neither  was 
found  to  be  nearly  of  full  strength,  while  of  2  samples  of 
vauilla  extract  1  was  found  to  be  mostly  tonka  bean. 

BENNETT  F.   DAVENPORT, 

Analyst, 
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DB.   DAVENPORT'S  REPORT. 


MILK. 


Boston,  Oct.  1,  1890. 
Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  State  Board  of  HcaUh, 

Sir  :  —  I  have  the  following  report  to  make  upon  the  843 
samples  of  milk  which  were  submitted  to  me  for  examination 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  Out  of  these,  although  the 
collections  were  made  largely  from  the  more  strongly  sus- 
pected sources,  only  321,  or  38.08  per  cent.,  were  found  to 
fall  below  the  legal  requirements  for  <*  good  standard  quality." 

The  detailed  results  of  my  analysis  were  as  follows :  — 


Number  above  the  standard, 

Number  below  the  standard, 

Total, 

Number  having  more  than  15  per  cent,  of  total  solids, 

between  14  and  15  per  cent,  of  total  solids, 
13  and  14 
12  and  13 
11  and  12 
10  and  11 
9  and  10 
Sand    9 
Number  having  less  than  8  per  cent,  of  total  solids, . 
Number  samples  of  skimmed  milk  above  the  standard, 
Number  samples  of  skimmed  milk  below  the  standard, 
Number  samples  of  colored  milk,       .... 
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522 
321 

36 

79 

322 

322 

66 

12 

4 

1 

1 

11 
1 
0 


843 


BENNETT  F.  DAVENPORT, 

Analyst. 
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DR.  WORCESTER'S  REPORT. 


Boston,  Ju.  1,  1891. 
Dr.  S.  VV.  Abbott,  Serretary  of  the  Stale  Board  of  Health. 

Deah  Sir:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  on  the  examination  of  milk  for  the  year  ending  Sept. 
30,  1890:  — 

During  the  year  I  received  3,123  samples.  Of  this  num- 
ber 1,224  were  collected  from  the  supply  of  19  cities  of  the 
State,  277  were  from  16  towns,  30  were  taken  from  the 
town  farms  of  4  cities  or  towns,  261  were  from  suspected 
producers  and  331  were  samples  of  known  purity. 

I  have  included  in  this  number  samples  of  known  purity 
taken  by  the  inspectors  in  October,  November  and  Decem- 
ber, 1890,  in  order  to  complete  the  series  of  known  purity 
samples  which  were  taken  from  a  herd  ouce  every  month 
during  the  calendar  year  1890. 

Of  the  whole  number,  996,  or  46.9  per  cent.,  were  of  less 
than  standard  quality,  and  376,  or  17.7  per  cent.,  contained 
*  less  than  12  per  cent,  of  total  solids. 

fna}>ection  of  Nineteen  Cities'  Supply. 


~  SoZbtret 

ffftS' 

Boston 

82 

48 

13 

Brockton 

12 

4 

1 

Cambridge 

226 

m 

46 

Chelsea, 

Fall  River 

14 

1 

1 

Gloueeater 

25 

20 

13 

84 

40 

121 

46 

Uwell 

139 

61 

12 

Lynn 

Maiden 

73 

43 

SS 

24 

20 

9 

i 
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Inspection  of  Nineteen  Cities'  Supply  —  Concluded. 


Nuinber 

of  (UmplM 

taken. 


NnmlMrof 

Sample*  below 

Standard. 


Number  of 
Samples  eon- 
talninf  Less 

than  13  Per 
Cent  of  Solids. 


Newbiiryport,     . 
Newton, 
Quincy, 
Salem, 
Soraerville, 
Walthara,    . 
Wobiirn,     . 
Worcester, . 

Totals, 

Percentages, 


26 
85 
12 
71 
86 
36 
23 
24 


1,224 


3 
35 

30 
47 
12 
9 
20 


591 
48 


10 

10 

18 

6 

1 

5 


200 
16 


Insitection  of  Sixteen  Toums*  Supply. 


Clinton, 

Cottac:(»  City,      . 

Greenfield, . 

Hin^ham,    . 

Hyde  Park, 

Marlborough, 

Med  ford,     . 

Natick, 

North  Adams,     . 

Plymouth,  . 

Provincetown,     . 

Revere, 

South  Framingham,   . 

Stoneham,  . 

Waketield, . 

Watertown, 


Totals, 
Percentages, 


8 
13 
12 
65 

9 
58 
12 
11 

9 

12 
12 

9 
12 

8 
16 
23 


277 


8 
2 
1 
9 
1 
15 
1 
1 
3 

3 

2 

8 
1 


50 

18 


Saynples  from  Suspected  Producers. 


Andover,     . 

Ashland, 

Berlin, 

Boylston,     . 

Chelmsford, 

Concord, 

Cordaville, . 

Dracut, 

Grafton, 

Ilarvani, 


6 
4 
3 
4 
2 
6 
0 
0 
3 
2 
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Samples  from  Suspected  Producers  —  Concluded. 


Nnmter 

of  Samples 

Ukeu. 


Number  of 

Samplea  below 

Standard. 


Kmnberof 
Samples  oon- 
talniiiR  Lett 

tban  13  Per 
Cent.  ofSoIidt 


Lancaster,  . 
Lexin^n, . 
Lincoln, 
Needhara,   . 
Princeton,  . 
Southboroiigh,    . 
Sterling, 
Stow,  . 
Sudbury,     . 
Wayland,    . 
Waltham,   . 

Totals, 

Percentages, 


6 

33 
10 
16 
7 
7 
7 
6 
6 

30 
4 


261 


5 

30 

2 

7 

i 

6 
4 
5 
4 
14 
1 


163 
60 


2 
20 
1 
2 
3 
5 
2 
1 
2 
9 
0 


77 
29 


Samples  from  Town  Farms, 


Uolliston,   . 
Salem, 
Wakefield, . 
Warren, 

Totals, 

Percentages, 


7 

8 

5 

10 


30 


5 
5 

i 


23 
76 


0 
2 
2 
0 


4 

13 


Samples  of  Known  Purity.      Series  from  one  Herd. 


January, 
FobruiiVy,    . 
March, 
April, . 
May,   . 
June,  . 
July,   . 
August, 
September,. 
October, 
Nov«*!ub«T, . 
DeceiiilxT,  . 

Totals, 


Percentages, 


16 
16 
32 
16 
32 
31 
16 
32 
32 
16 
32 
22 


303 


3 
2 
6 
4 
2 
6 
11 


1 

0 

o 

St 

o 

2 
6 
4 


15 

4 

11 

1 

3 

0 

8 

1 

4 

2 

77 

23 

25 
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Other  Samples  of  Known  Purity. 


Number 

of  Samplea 

taken. 


Number  of 

Samples  below 

Standard. 


Nnmbor  of 
Samples  con- 
taining Less 

than  13  Per 
Cent  ot  Sollda. 


Andover, 
Brockton,    . 

Totals, 


Percentages, 


16 
12 


28 


16 
6 


21 
76 


11 
1 


12 
42 


Respectfully  submitted, 


CHARLES  P.  WORCESTER. 
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PROFESSOR  GOESSMANN'S  REPORT. 


WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  following  report  comprises  the  results  of  examina- 
tions of  milk  obtained  in  the  cities  and  towns  of  western 
Massachusetts  by  the  State  Bq^rd  of  Health  during  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  1890  :  — 


The  whole  number  of  samples  examined  was     . 

The  number  above  the  standard  was    . 

The  number  below  the  standard  was   . 

The  percentage  of  samples  below  the  standard  was 


270 

in 
22.6 


The  percentage  of  samples  found  to  be  below  the  legal 
standard  was  slightly  greater  than  was  found  in  the  examina- 
tions of  the  previous  year. 

The  statistics  relating  to  the  examinations  of  the  milk 
obtained  from  cities  and  towns  in  the  four  western  counties 
are  presented  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Total. 


Above 
Standard. 


Itelow 
Standard. 


rercentage 

l>elrtw 
Standard. 


Skimmed. 


Chicopee, 
Greenfield, 
Holyoke,. 
North  Adams, 
Northampton, 
Oran^re,   . 
PittsHi-hl, 
Shelbunu»  Fal 
Springfield, 
Turner's  Falls 
Ware, 
Westfield, 

Totals, 


s. 


36 
12 
Mj 
24 
24 

mm 

i 

12 
10 
73 
12 
12 
12 


29 

7 

19.44 

10 

2 

10.66 

28 

8 

22.22 

17 

7 

29.16 

20 

4 

16.66 

0 

2 

28.59 

11 

1 

8.33 

9 

1 

10. 0(.) 

o2 

21 

28.76 

6 


11 

8 


1 

4 


270 


209 


61 


10.  on 

— 

22.22 

— 

29.16 

2 

16.66 

3 

28.59 

— 

8.33 

— 

10. 0(.) 

— 

28.76 

1 

25.00 

— 

8 .  33 

— 

33.33 

— 

22.59 

12 

CHARLES  A.  GOESSMANN. 


EEPORT  OF  THE  ANALYST  OF  DEUGS. 


DR.    DAVENPORT'S   REPORT  UPON  DRUGS. 


BosTOS,  Oct.  1|  1990. 

Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  StaU  Board  of  Health. 

Sir  :  —  I  have  the  following  report  to  make  upon  the  400 
samples  of  drugs  which  were  submitted  to  me  for  oxamioa- 
tion  during  the  past  twelve  months.  Of  these,  75,  or  18.75 
per  cent.,  were  found  not  to  be  of  their  proper  standard 
quality  na  called  for  by  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  relating 
to  food  and  drugs. 

Among  the  drugs  examined  were  7  samples  of  powdered 
opium,  which,  assayed  by  the  ofhclal  method,  yielded  the 
following  per  cents,  of  morphia:  — 


Between  52.6  and  12.6  per 

12.4  "  12.5 

12.3  "  12.4 

12.0  "  12.1 

11.6  "  11.7 
11.3  "  11.8 

10.7  ■'  10.8 


Of  tincture   of  opium   the  30  samples   examined   by  the 
above  method  of  assay  were  found  to  yield  :  — 

Between  1.20  and  l.SO  percent,  of  morphia,  7  snmples. 

1.10    '■    1.20        "  ■'        10 

1.00    "    1.10        "  ■■  3 

0,90    "    1.00        "  "  fi 

"        0.80    «    0.90        "  ■'  6 


L 


The  1  sample  of  apomorphia,  and  the  2  samples  of  powder 
of  opium  and  ipecac,  which  were  examined,  were  all  found 
to  be  of  standard  quality. 

Of  the  3 1  samples  of  simple  salts  of  cinchona  alkaloids  all 
were  found  to  be  of  standard  quality,  while  with  the  com- 
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pound  salts  of  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  the  following  yields 
were  obtained  upon  assay  of  the  scales :  — 

Between  12  and  13  per  eent.  of  alkaloid,  15  samples. 
"        11    "    12        "  "         10        " 

while  the  single  sample  of  the  salt  in  solution  proved  to 
contiiin  but  the  one-eighth  part  of  the  proper  quantity  of  the 
alkaloid,  this  year*s  experience  in  this  respect  thus  being 
similar  to  preceding  ones. 

With  the  11  samples  of  tincture  of  nux  vomica  the  fol- 
lowing results  were  obtained :  — 

Between  2.50  and  3.00  per  eent.  of  extract  in  3  samples. 


it 

it 


2.00 

"  2.50 

tt 

tt 

5 

tt 

1.50 

"  2.00 

it 

tt 

1 

u 

1.00 

"  1.50 

tc 

tt 

1 

tt 

0.50 

"  1.00 

tt 

tt 

1 

tt 

There  were  15  samples  of  iodoform,  7  of  chloroform,  3  of 
alcohol  and  11  of  stronger  ether,  all  of  which  proved  to  be 
of  proper  quality.  The  2  samples  of  distilled  water  proved 
to  be  simple  tap  water.  Of  the  10  samples  of  simple  syrup 
6  proved  to  be  markedly  deficient  in  sugar,  averaging  in  fact 
hardly  half  of  the  proper  amount.  Of  9  samples  of  com- 
pound spirits  of  ether  but  52  had  in  any  approximate  degree 
the  proper  proportions  of  the  very  important  ingredient, 
heavy  oil  of  wine.  Of  14  samples  of  spirits  of  nitrous  ether 
but  7  at  all  approached  the  proper  proportions  of  ethyl  nitrite, 
while  the  other  7  had  less  than  one-quarter  of  that  amount. 
The  17  samples  of  chloral  hydrate  were  all  of  standard  qual- 
ity. Of  the  distilled  spirits,  whiskey  and  brandy,  4  samples 
were  examined,  and  all,  as  has  happened  in  previous  j'ears, 
have  proved  not  to  be  of  the  special  quality  called  for  under 
the  drug  law  for  use  in  medicine.  They  had  all,  in  short, 
been  '*  improved  "  or  manufactured  by  the  arts  of  the  recti- 
fier, while  the  law  in  this  particular  instance  allows  of  no 
other  '*  improvement"  in  the  straight  distilled  spirit  from 
fermented  grain  or  grape  than  that  effected  by  nature  alono 
in  time. 
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In  tbis  connection  an  article  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Ainericiin  Drujigist  upon  an  exhaustive  report  lutely  made 
hy  Prof.  W.  Fresenius  id  his  Zeitschrift  flir  Analytischo 
Chemie  upon  the  composition  nml  conittituenta  of  distilled 
spirits  is  of  interest.  It  says :  "  It  is  (juite  certain  that  only 
a  very  minute  proportion  of  ihe  distilled  spirits,  as  they 
appear  in  the  market,  actually  correspond  to  the  definition 
of'pure  distillates  from  theirraspecti^o  fermented  mashes.'" 
"  As  the  addition  of  a  small  proportion  of  cane  sugar  is  uni- 
vers.-illy  conceded  to  result  in  an  improvement  of  the  tsute 
of  brandy,  it  cannot  on  its  own  account  be  objected  to. 
The  question  is  only  whether  Cognac  thus  '  improved '  is  still 
to  he  called  or  recognized  as  Cognac  or  brandy,  or  whether 
it  is  to  be  classed  among  compound  liquors  (cordials, 
liqueurs),  although  commercial  custom  has  up  to  the  present 
retaiued  the  namo  of  Cognac  for  this  'compound'  article. 
The  German  custom  authorities,  however,  often  fail  to 
accept  this  view.  In  consequence  thereof  French  exporters 
have  adopted  the  plan  of  sending  the  pure  'unimproved' 
brandy  by  itself,  and,  separate  from  it,  the  requisite  improv- 
ing liquid  (coloring  matler,  probably  accompanied  by  certain 
aromatic  essences)."  He  says  further,  "  while  the  '  improve- 
ments' thus  far  outlined — addition  of  water,  coloring  matter 
and  sngar  —  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  allowable,  there  ia 
another  manipulation  which  goes  beyond  this  limit ;  this  is 
the  addition  of  spirit  and  the  subsequent  reduction  with 
water,  both  of  which  are  very  commonly  practised."  With 
this  addition  of  spirit  begins  a  class,  or  series  of  changes, 
which  form  a  gradual  transition,  indeiinable  as  to  the  exact 
limits  from  the  genuine  to  the  adulterated  brandy,  and  to  its 
absolute  imitation,  in  which  latter  there  is  not  even  a  trace 
of  the  gemiine  distillate. 

In  proportion  as  the  addition  of  spirit  increases  and  the 
genuine  distillate  decreases,  there  is  a  diminution  of  the 
aroma,  which  is  usually  replaced  by  so-  called  Cognac  essences 
or  other  aromatic  compounds  ;  moreover,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  add  more  coloring  matter  and  sugar.  An  interest- 
ing but  not  generally  known  fact  has  been  communicated 
to  Professor  Fresenius  by  Mr.   Schmoelder  of  Frankfort, 
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namely,  that  the  best  Cognac  is  not  always  obtained  from  the 
best  vintages  or  "  wine  years,"  but  that  other  ordinary  and 
even  inferior  vintages  may  yield  the  beat  Cognac.  This  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  a  less  quantity  of  a  strong  wine  is 
required  to  yield  a  given  measure  of  brandy  of  a  certain 
strength  ;  thus  the  brandy  obtained  from  a  weaker  wine  may 
coDtnin  a  greater  concentration  of  the  aromatic  principles. 

Professor  Fresenius  further  discusses  at  considerable 
length,  taking  the  negative  side,  whether,  as  some  authori- 
ties seem  inclined  to  so  regard  it,  a  brandy  which  has  been 
compounded  or  improved  by  the  addition  of  aromatics  and 
then  redistilled,  or  has  otherwise  been  manipulated,  can  still 
be  justly  regarded  as  a  "distillation  product  from  wine." 
lie  concludes  that  all  other  than  that  of  the  quality  of  the 
I'harmacopa'ia  is  to  be  considered  as  an  artificial  or  manu- 
factured brandy. 

As  to  the  quality  of  the  Cognac  brandy  when  imported 
direct  from  France  and  sold,  as  the  law  directs,  "  as  pure  and 
unadulterated  as  when  imported,"  the  following  extract  from 
the  December,  1888,  report  to  the  United  States  Department 
of  State  of  O.  Malmros,  Ibe  United  States  Consul  at  Cognac, 
the  commercial  cenire  of  the  trade,  may  give  some  useful 
information.  Cognac  brandy,  he  says,  is  divided  into  two 
principal  classes,  "  the  champagnes,"  made  from  wine  grown 
upon  the  plains  cultivuted  from  remote  antiquity,  and  the 
'•  bois,"  grown  on  territory  which  until  the  present  century 
mostly  abounded  in  trees  ;  this  last  is  subdivided  into  "  pre- 
miers," "fin,"  "bone,"  "  ordinaire  "  and  lastly  "  i  terroir," 
which,  on  account  of  its  strong  unpleasant  taste,  cannot  be 
employed  except  in  very  small  proportions  for  blending  with 
other  brandies,  without  injury  to  iheir  flavor.  The  sandy, 
waste  district  producing  this  most  inferior  brand  he  saya  has 
suffered  but  little  from  the  phylloxera,  while  in  the  remain- 
dor  of  the  "  bois"  district  its  ravages  have  been  formidable; 
but  the  vineyards  of  the  "  champagne"  country  have  been 
entirely  destroyed,  and  no  champugne  brandy  has  been  dis- 
tilled since  the  year  1878,  when  the  phylloxera  first  made 
its  appearance  in  the  valley  of  the  Charento  River. 

*' Although  the  home  consumption  of  Cognac  in  Fmooe 
has  not  diminished  at  all  during  the  past  ten  years,  the  pro- 


duction  hns  hardly  equalled  the  one-ninth  of  that 
nveriige  ypnr  before  the  phylloxera  commenced,  yet  the 
cxportations  have  declined  only  one-half.  About  fifty  per 
cent,  of  all  the  brandies  exported  to  the  United  States  are 
invoiced  at  300  francs  per  hectolitre,  or  under,  while  the  aver- 
age cost  at  which  newly  distilled  pure  brandy  of  standard 
strength  may  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  on  the 
basis  of  100  francs  per  barrel  of  wine  of  two  hectolitres,  M, 
Malmros  states  to  be  over  560  francs.  From  a  comparison  of 
these  amounts  one  may,  he  thinks,  infer  the  probiible  purity 
of  the  brandy  imported.  He  has  not,  however,  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  great  mnjority  of  the  Cognac  merchants  fur- 
nish as  good  and  pure  an  article  as  the  prices  their  customers 
are  willing  to  pay  enables  them  to  furnish." 

As  whiskey  was  not  among  the  distilled  spirits  examined 
by  Professor  Fresenius  the  following  extract  from  a  report 
by  C.  Richai-dson,  a  chemist  of  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture,  is  instructive.  His  samples  of  "straight 
whiskey "  were  obtained  directly  from  the  United  States 
bonded  warehouse,  through  the  United  States  commissioner 
of  internal  revenue ;  his  commercial  samples  were  from 
reputable  wholesale  and  retail  dealers.  He  says :  "  Very 
few  straight  whiskeys  are  sold  as  such  in  America,  it  having 
been  found  desirable  from  a  commercial  point  of  view  to 
mix  ihe  products  of  different  fermentations  or  mashes  which 
have  a  ditferent  flavor,  to  add  artificial  flavoring  materials, 
such  as  tea,  spices  and  sugar,  and  often  to  reduce  Ihe  strength 
with  water."  His  results  show  that  upon  the  average  the 
commercial  samples  contained  over  twenty  times  as  much 
total  solids  as  did  the  natural  ones.  Herein  his  results  agree 
with  my  own,  as  shown  in  previous  reports. 

Of  wines  five  samples  were  examined,  and  among  them 
three  were  found  not  to  be  the  natural  article  called  for  by 
the  standard  of  the  drug  law,  but  they  had,  like  the  samples 
of  distilled  spirits,  been  "  improved." 

In  Spain,  according  to  the  royal  decree  of  Jan.  30,  1888, 
concerning  wines,  based  upon  the  report  of  tho  Royal 
Academy  of  Medicines  and  the  Royal  Council  of  Health,  all 
wines  are  to  be  considered  as  adulterated  which  conlain 
imperfectly  rectified    industrial  alcohol,  or  impure  alcohol 
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from  tbo  residue  or  mash  of  grapes,  which  cootaia  salicylic 
acid  or  other  aiitiseplic  substance,  which  contain  aay  vege- 
talile  coal  tar  or  other  foreign  coloring  matter,  which  coDlaiD 
any  glucose  or  starch  sugar,  or  new  win«,  or  uny  foreign 
glycerine. 

The  true  sherry  district  ig  a  territory  of  only  about  a  dozen 
miles  square,  and  is  included  within  the  towns  of  Port  St. 
Mary's  and  Jerez,  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  which  rules 
tbnt  all  wines  containing  anything  foreign  to  the  pure  must 
of  the  grape  is  to  be  deemed  as  adulterated.  The  United 
States  Consul  at  Cadiz,  in  bis  report  to  the  State  Department 
concerning  the  quality  of  wine  shipped  from  that  port,  sitys 
of  New  York  that  "  the  largest  qunntity  consumed  there  ia  of 
very  low  grade."  And,  "  In  general,  the  low-priced  sherries 
are  blended  or  compounded  of  four  or  more  different  sorts, 
viz  :  alcohol,  sweet  wine,  in  which  the  fermentation  has  been 
checked  by  a  large  addition  of  ulcobui ;  colored  wine,  cheap 
new  wines  of  dllTerent  kinds,  and  sometimes  of  a  few  gallons 
of  older  wine,  to  help  ibo  whole  to  an  older  appearance." 

Of  17  samples  of  pharmacopcelul  salts  of  liisuiuth  and  7  of 
magnesia,  1  cream  of  tartar,  1  cocoa  butler,  and  27  U.  S.  P. 
acids  all  proved  to  be  of  standard  quality,  as  did  also  H 
dilferent  spices,  Ij  starches,  2  rhubarbs  and   10  lycopodiums. 

One  sample  of  olive  oil  proved  to  be  mostly  cotton-seed 
oil,  and  one  of  musk  proved  to  contain  very  little  of  that 
substance.  Out  of  13  samples  of  the  pharmacopce^ial  essen- 
tial oils  all  but  1  proved  to  be  of  fairly  good  quality,  while 
out  of  33  samples  of  the  solid  cxtnictg  9  were  not  of  stand- 
ard quality. 

Of  honey  II  samples,  of  glycerine  14,  and  of  lemon  jurce 
1,  were  all  good,  while  of  pepsin  2  samples  bad  only  1  of 
proper  quality.  Of  proprietary  articles  the  following  were 
examined :  a  hair  dye  which  was  found  free  from  any  inju- 
rious substanfo,  while  Radam's  Microbe  Killer  appears  to  be 
principally  a  watery  solution  of  biirningaulpbur  fumes  which 
liad  become  decomposed  into  quite  a  Btroog  solution  of  sul- 
phuric iicid.  It  seems  to  be  flavored  and  partially  disguised 
by  the  addition  of  some  Httlo  sweet  red  wine.  Its  claim 
for  originality  and  as  a  panacea  for  all  ills  would  Iherefura 
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seem  to  have  only  about  the  usual  basis  for  such  pretensions. 
Ozonos  as  a  fairly  strong  solution  of  a  permanganate  has 
much  more  efficacy  than  originality  as  a  disinfectant.  The 
like  could  well  be  said  of  Modene,  which  was  found  to  be  one 
of  the  well-known  sulphides  which  has  been  used  for  cen- 
turies for  the  removal  of  superfluous  hair  from  the  skin. 

BENNETT  F.  DAVENPORT, 

Analyst. 
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WEEKLY   MORTALITY- TIEPORTS  OF 
CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 


Il  bus  beeu  tho  custom  of  the  Board,  almost  from  its  organ!- 
zntion,  to  collect  from  euch  of  the  cities  and  Inrge  towns  (tmd 
such  of  the  smaller  towns  as  have  voluntarily  sent  them) 
the  returns  of  deaths  obtained  in  each  municipality  during 
the  preceding  week.  These  have  been  published  weekly  by 
the  Board  in  a  bulletin,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  town  clerks  and  registrars  of  each  city  and  town. 

This  summary  has  furnished  an  important  index  of  the 
prevalence  of  tho  principal  infections  diseases  in  the  State, 
and  although  not  so  complete  as  the  returns  furnished  in  tha 
Registration  reports,  the  weekly  returns  of  mortality  may  be 
taken  as  a  reasonably  reliable  history  of  the  health  of  the 
people  from  week  to  week  throughout  the  year. 

The  principal  point  of  interest  which  stands  out  promi- 
nently in  the  returns  of  181)0  is  tho  Increased  mortality  from 
respiratory  diseases,  which  occnrred  coincidenlly  with  the 
epidemic  of  inlluenza  in  January,  1890. 

This  epidemic  was  made  the  subject  of  a  special  paper  in 
the  last  annual  report,  in  which  it  was  shown  that  out  less 
than  three-fourths  of  a  million  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
euQ'ered  from  the  epidemic  to  a  greater  or  less  degree.  It 
was  also  estimated  that  not  far  from  twenty-five  hundred 
persons  lost  their  lives  by  the  epidemic. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  losses  by  other  diseases  were 
less  numerous  during  the  remaining  mouths,  so  that  ihd 
general  mortality  for  the  year'  was  not  very  greatly  increased. 
The  epidemic  undoubtedly  proved  fatal  to  many  persons  of 
weak  and  enfeebled  constitutions,  and  especially  to  tubercu- 
lous persons,  who  would  in  all  probability  have  died  lalor  io 
the  year. 
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The  report  of  the  year  1890  has  the  advantage  of  being 
made  up  from  the  statistics  of  a  census  year,  so  that  its 
ratios  are  more  correct  than  those  of  intervening  years,  in 
which  estimates  of  population  only  can  be  employed.  The 
population  contributing  to  these  returns,  mainly  that  of  cities 
and  large  towns,  was  about  1,150,000. 

The  data  embraced  in  this  report  are  included  in  the  fol- 
lowing table,  and  comprise  the  following  particulars :  they 
relate  to  those  diseases  which  are  of  special  sanitary  signifi- 
cance, a  large  portion  of  which  are  considered  as  either 
infectious,  communicable  or  preventable  diseases ;  to  these 
are  also  added  such  meteorological  data  as  are  essential. 


Average  height  of  barometer  for 
each  week. 

Mean  of  daily  maximam  tempera 
tiire. 

Mean  of  daily  minimum  tempera- 
ture. 

Rainfall  in  inches. 

Humidity. 

Total    deaths    reported   for    each 
week. 

Deaths  of  children  under  five  vears. 

Deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 


Deaths  from  consumption. 
Deaths  from  acute  lung  diseases. 
Deaths  from  typhoid  fever. 
Deaths  from  diarrhoeal  diseases. 
Deaths  from  scarlet-fever. 
Deaths  from  measles. 
Deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup. 
Deaths  from  puei*peral  fever. 
Deaths  fmm  whooping-cough. 
Deaths  from  malarial  fever. 
Deaths  from  small-pox. 
Deaths  from  erysipelas. 
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Total  Deaths.  i 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  reported  for  the  year  1890 
from  the  cUtes  and  towns  which  contributed  to  these  rotiirns 
wns  24:,5G4,  and  the  average  nuiulier  for  each  week  was 
472. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  reported  in  a  single  week 
was  811,  in  the  week  ending  with  January  18,  and  the  least 
number  reported  was  341',  in  the  week  ending  June  28. 
The  date  of  this  maximum  differs  from  that  of  other  years, 
and  was  due  to  the  effect  of  the  serious  epidemic  of  influenza, 
which  was  fully  treated  in  the  last  annual  report  (p.  307). 

The  weekly  average  number  of  deaths  reported  for  each 
mouth  was  as  follows :  — 


January, 
Februarj-, 

Miir,'     . 


July 497 

August,  .     ■  .  .670 

SeptL-rabei- 47S 

October. 3&9 

November 8D7 

December,      ....    3ob 


The  months  in  which  the  greatest  numbers  of  deaths  were 
reported  were  January,  August  and  July,  and  those  in 
which  the  least  numbers  were  reported  were  December, 
June  and  November. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  reported,  the  percentages 
of  mortality  in  each  quarter  of  the  year  were  as  follows  :  — 


.10».:'^«>T...> 

Nnmbcn. 

•«u. 

Knotwri.      "^JUJ^" 

First  quarter 

Scoonil  tiuurter 

Third  quurler 

Fuiirtli  ijiiurt^r,     .        .        ,        , 

6,760 
6.428 

7,020 
5,35(> 

27.52 
22.10 
38.68 

21.80 

1,845 

lJ2i 

9,5(i8 

1,IJ02 

21.11 
19. 7S 
40.88 
18.S3 

3i,664 

100.00 

8,739 

lOO.OU 

The  ratios  of  total  deaths  in  each  quarter  aa  compared 
with  the  total  mortality  differed  very  much  from  those  of  the 
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previous  yenr,  in  which  the  percentage  of  mortality  in  the 
third  quurter  greatly  exceeded  that  of  either  of  the  other 
quarters.  In  the  record  of  1890  the  percenttigea  of  mor- 
tniity  in  the  first  and  third  quarters  were  nearly  equal,  while 
those  of  the  second  and  fourth  quarters  were  also  nearly 
equal,  but  much  less  than  those  of  the  lirdt  and  third. 

Deaths  under  Five  Years. 

The  number  of  reported  deaths  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age  was  8,73lt,  and  the  weekly  average  for  the 
year  was  lliS,  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  of  this  class 
reported  for  a  single  week  was  441,  in  the  week  ending 
August  2,  and  the  least  number  was  87,  for  the  week  end- 
ing February  8.  The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  of  children 
under  five  years  of  age  to  the  total  deaths  was  35.58  per 
cent.,  or  one  in  2.S,  as  compared  with  34.85  per  cent,  in 
1889,  33.7  in  1887,  nud  3(!  fi  in  1886. 

The  average  weekly  number  of  deaths  of  children  under 
five  for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


JannaiT, 

.     IRH 

J'l'y 

February, 

.     123 

Aiionisi 

Maa-h,    . 

.     144 

Septembei- 

April.      . 

.     163 

October. 

May,       .        .        . 

.        .    134 

November,     .        .        .        . 

June, 

.   no 

December,      .... 

234 


The  months  in  which  the  greatest  numbers  of  deaths  of 
this  class  were  reported  were  July,  August  and  September, 
and  those  in  which  the  least  numbers  were  reported  were 
February,  June  and  December. 

The  percentages  of  deaths  in  each  quarter  of  the  yenr  did 
not  diflfer  materially  from  those  of  1889,  that  of  the  third 
quarter  in  each  year  being  very  much  greater  than  that  of 
either  of  the  other  quarters.  The  epidemic  of  intiuenza  did 
not  affect  this  class  of  deaths  nearly  so  much  as  the  preced- 
ing, i.e.,  the  total  mortality.  The  epidemic  produced  its 
most  fatal  etfects  in  the  month  of  January,  and  its  effects 
upon  tbe  class  of  adults,  or  at  least  upon  that  portion  of  the 
population  who  were  more  than  five  years  of  age,  is  shown 
by  the  following  table  :  — 
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Dbaths  or  rsKsoxs  ovbk  Fivb 

YSAKS  OP  AOB. 


Deaths. 


Percentafea. 


First  quarter, 
Second  quarter, 
Third  quartcT, 
Fourth  quarter, 


31.06 
23.41 
21.81 
23.72 


100.00 


Consumption. 

The  number  of  deaths  reported  from  consumption  during 
the  year  was  3,193,  and  the  weekly  average  was  61.  The 
greatest  number  reported  from  this  cause  in  one  week  was 
130,  in  the  week  ending  January  4,  and  the  least  number 
31,  in  the  week  ending  November  22. 

In  the  first  three  weeks  of  January  (the  three  most  fatal 
weeks  also  of  the  epidemic  of  influenza  as  reported  in  the 
twenty-first  annual  report  of  the  Board),  the  deaths  were 
successively,  130,  117  and  114,  or  double  the  weekly  average 
of  the  year. 

The  average  weekly  number  of  deaths  reported  for  each 
month  from  this  cause  was  as  follows :  — 


January, 

.     103 

July, 

.      63 

February, 

.      64 

Au<i:ust,  . 

.      57 

March,    . 

.       64 

September,     . 

.      56 

April,     . 

.       62 

October, . 

.      50 

May, 

.      62 

November, 

.      49 

June, 

.      58 

December, 

.       61 

The  variations  from  the  average  weekly  numbers  for  the 
two  years  1889  and  1890  are  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Departures  from  the  Weekly  Average, 


1880. 


January, . 

February, 

March,     . 

April, 

May, 

June, 


0 
4 
0 
2 
-1 
-2 


1890. 


42 
3 
3 
1 
1 
—3 


1880. 

1800. 

July, 

—1 

—8 

Aui^ust, . 

1 

—4 

September,    . 

—3 

—5 

October, 

0 

—11 

November,    . 

1 

—12 

December,     . 

0 

0 
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The  marked  effect  of  the  epi<lemic,  in  removing  a  large 
nnniber  of  weak  and  enfeebled  coneuiiiptives  who  would 
under  ordinary  circumstancCB  probably  have  died  id  the 
later  months  of  the  year,  and  the  consequent  disturbing 
effect  upon  the  ordinary  uniform  mortality-rate  from  this 
disease,  is  also  shown  in  the  foregoing  table. 

In  18tS9  there  was  a  variation  of  only  7  between  the  max- 
imum and  minimulu  weekly  uvemge,  while  in  l$!fO  the  varia- 
tion amounted  to  99. 

The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  from  con.«umption  to  ihe  total 
mortality  reported  from  all  causes  was  1 30  per  1 ,000  as  com- 
pared with  125  in  1889,  134.2  in  1888,  141.1  in  1887  and 
15t).5  in  I8S(i. 

The  ratio  to  the  reporting  population  was  2.78  per  1,000, 

AccTE  LuNO  Diseases  (Pnettmonia,  Bronchilix,  An/hma 
and  Plem-isi/). 
The  number  of  deaths  reported  from  this  group  of  cases 
was  3,213  and  Ihe  average  number  for  ciich  week  was  (52, 
The  average  weekly  number  reported  for  each  mouth  was  as 
follows :  — 


February, 
May,'     . 


July.       . 

Se|iteniber, 
Ootober, . 
November, 
Deuember, 


25 


The  months  having  the  greatest  numbers  of  reported  deaths 
from  these  causes  were  January,  February  and  March. 
Those  of  January  far  exceeded  those  of  either  of  the  remain- 
ing months.  The  months  having  the  least  number  were 
July,  August  and  September.  The  ratio  of  reported  deaths 
from  these  causes  as  compared  with  the  total  reported  mor- 
tality was  130.8  per  1,0(JO,  as  compared  with  lOfi.03  in  1889, 
121.8  in  1888  and  107.3  iu  1887.  The  greatest  number  of 
reported  deaths  from  these  causes  in  any  week  was  277,  in 
the  week  ending  January  18,  and  the  least  number  was  11, 
in  the  week  ending  August  9.  The  reported  deaths  for  the 
four  weeks  ending  January  4,  11,  18  and  25  were,  respec- 
tively, 1G7,  255,  277  and  151 ;  while  for  the  first  four  weeks 
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of  1889  they  were,  respectively.  53,  43,  67  and  54.  The 
mortiilily-rate  as  oomimred  with  tbo  reporting  populalioa 
was  280  per  1,000. 

Typhoid  Fever. 
The  number  of  reported  deaths   from  typhoid   fever  in 
1890  was  476,  and  the  wceltly  avenige  was  'J.     Tbe  average 
weekly  number  reported  for  each  month  was  aa  follows:  — 


January 6 

Febniarj,         ....  7 

March, 5 

A|iril 4 

May, 6 

JuDe, 5 


July 4 

August, 9 

Sept«mbcr 16 

October U 

November 18 

Deceinher,        ...        .IS 


The  greatest  numbers  of  reported  deaths  from  typhoid 
fever  occurred  in  the  months  of  September,  November  and 
December,  and  tbe  least  numbers  in  April,  June  and  .July. 

The  nitio  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause  to  the  total 
reported  mortality  from  all  causes  was  13.33  per  1,000  as 
compared  with  20.9  in  1889,  20.7  in  1888  and  20.9  in  1887. 
The  average  annual  mortality-rate  from  this  cause  per  1,000 
deaths  from  nil  causes  for  the  decade  18G1-70  was  46.9, 
and  for  the  next  decade  it  was  31.7  ;  while  for  the  decade 
1881-90  the  same  ratio  was  nliout  23.0  (estimated),  n  reduc- 
tion of  one-half  since  1861,  notwithstanding  the  continued 
high  prevalence  in  some  of  the  cities  having  polluted  water 
snpplics. 

The  ratio  to  the  reporting  population  was  .41  per  1,000. 
Tbe  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause  ia 
one  week  was  19  in  each  of  the  weeks  ending  September  6, 
19.  October  18,  November  8,  22  and  29  and  December  27, 
and  the  lejist  numlier  was  1  in  tbe  weeks  ending  May  17  and 
June  14. 


DiAKttHiXAL  Diseases  {Diurrho:a,    Di/nenferij,   Cholera 

Iii/arihim,   Cholera  and  Enter  ilia). 

The   number  of  deaths    reported    from    these   causex    in 

1890  was  2,205  and   the    weekly   average   was    42.      The 
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average  weekly  number   reported  for  eacb   month   was  as 
follows :  — 


Janiini-j,  . 
Fi.'bniarj, 


May,' 


July lU 

August, 202 

September 84 

October 3G 

Novetubcr,       ....      9 
December,       ....      7 


The  months  having  the  greatest  numbej:  of  reported  deaths 
from  these  causes  were  July,  August  and  September,  and 
those  hiiving  the  least  number  were  February  and  May. 
The  greatest  number  reported  in  one  week  was  2fi5,  in  the 
week  ending  August  2  ;  and  the  least  number  was  2,  in  the 
weeks  ending  January  4,  February  15  and  May  31.  The 
mortality  from  these  causes  reported  for  the  last  two  quar- 
ters of  18^0  was  91.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  reported 
for  the  year  from  the  same  causes  ;  and  for  the  three  months 
of  July,  August  and  September  it  was  SI. 9  per  cent.  The 
ratio  of  the  mortality  from  these  causes  to  the  total  mortality 
was  89.8  per  1.000,  as  compared  with  87.7  in  18»y,  77.9  in 
1888  and  82.5  in  1887.  The  mortality-rate  per  1,000  of 
the  estimated  population  was  1.92. 

ScAliLET-FEVER. 

The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  scarlet-fever  in 
1891  was  114,  and  the  average  reported  weekly  mortality 
from  the  same  cause  was  2.  The  average  weekly  mortality 
as  reported  for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


Jniiunry,        .        .        .        .        3  j  July, 

February, 

March,    .... 

JuDe,      .... 


I 


.Septflmber, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


The  months  having  the  greatest  reported  mortality  from 
this  cause  were  April  and  May,  and  those  having  the  least 
were  February,  July  and  October. 

The  ratio  of  mortality  from  this  cause  to  the  total  mor- 
tality was  the  same  as  that  of  1889,  viz.,  4.6  per  1,000,  both 
being  much  lower  than  that  of  any  previous  year.  That  of 
1888  was  U.2,  of  1887,  14.4  and  of  1886,  8.7. 
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The  ratio  for  the  thirty  yean  ending  1888  was  28.9  per 
1  /»),  and  the  lowest  ratio  of  any  year  of  that  period  was  8.7. 
The  actual  number  of  deaths  from  this  caose  in  1872,  '73,  '74» 
•7.0  and  7C  were  1.377,  1,472,  1,382,  1,684  and  1,222. 

The  greatest  number  of  deaths  reported  from  this  cause 
in  any  one  week  was  7  in  the  week  ending  May  17,  and 
there  were  no  deaths  from  the  same  cause  in  the  weeks  end- 
ing February  22,  March  8,  April  19,  May  3,  July  19, 
August  30,  Octoby  4,  November  22  and  December  20. 

The  ratio  to  the  estimated  reporting  population  was  .09 

per  1,000. 

Measles. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  this  cause  in 
1x90  was  45,  and  the  average  weekly  mortality  was  1. 

The  average  weekly  mortality  from  this  cause  as  reported 
for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


Janimrv, 
Febniarv, 
March, 
April, 
Mav,  . 


1 
I 
1 

2 


Jolv,  . 
August, 
September, 
October,     . 
Xovemlier, 
December, . 


2 

1 
1 

I 

9 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths 
from  this  cause  were  June,  July,  November  and  December. 
There  were  no  deaths  reported  from  measles  in  February  and 
October. 

The  ratio  of  mortality  from  measles  to  the  total  mortality 
was  l.ii  per  1,000  as  compared  with  3.6  per  1,000  in  18^9 
and  2.8  in  1888.  The  ratio  to  the  estimated  reporting  pop- 
ulation was  .039  per  1,000. 

DlPHTHEUIA    AND    CrOUP. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  these  causes 
was  931,  and  the  average  number  per  week  was  18.  The 
average  weekly  number  reported  in  each  month  was  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

January, 

P\-brnarv,  .... 

March, 

April, 

May, 

Juno, 


35 

'  July, 

.     U 

27 

August,    . 

.      9 

17 

Septt*mbcr, 

.     12 

21 

October,  . 

.     15 

20 

November, 

.     U 

15 

December, 

.     18 
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The  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  occurred  in  the 
months  of  January  and  February,  and  the  least  in  August 
and  September. 

The  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause 
in  one  week  was  44,  in  the  week  ending  January  4,  and  the 
least  number  5,  in  the  week  ending  September  20. 

The  ratio  of  mortality  from  these  causes  to  the  total  mor- 
tality was  37.9  as  compared  with  66.9  in  1889,  63.6  in  1888 
and  41.2  in  1887.  The  ratio  to  the  reporting  population 
was  .81  per  1,000. 

WnoopixG-couoii,  Erysipelas,  Puerperal  Fever,  Mala- 
rial Fever  and  Saiall-pox. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  these  causes  in 
1890  from  the  reporting  cities  and  towns  was  as  follows :  — 


Deaths  n-     xTwilf 
ported.        ATCrtge. 


Ratio  p«r 
1,001) 

reported 

I><>aths  Oom 

all  Causes. 


Rntlo  per 

1,000 
of  the  £&ti- 

mNt«*d 
TopuUtlon. 


Whooping-cough, 
Erysipelas,     . 
Puerperal  fever. 
Malarial  fever, 
Small-pox, 


175 

3.4 

7.1 

65 

1.0 

2.2 

28 

0.5 

1.1 

IG 

0.3 

0.6 

1 

0.02 

0.04 

.15 
.05 
.02 
.01 
.0008 


The  reported  mortality  from  whooping-cough  was  less 
than  that  of  1889  and  greater  than  that  of  1888.  The 
reported  deaths  from  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever  were  in 
each  instance  greater  than  those  of  1889,  but  less  than  those 
of  1888. 

The  reported  deaths  from  malarial  fever  were  greater 
in  numl)er  than  those  of  either  1888  or  1889. 

There  was  but  one  reported  death  from  small-pox  in  1890. 


Mortality  of  Cities. 

The  following  tables  present  the  mortality-rates  of  cities 
for  each  week  during  the  year  1890,  8o  far  as  can  be  obtained 
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from  the  voluntary  reports  sent  to  the  office  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  during  the  year. 

The  data  furnished  are  expressed  in  the  following  tables  as 
a  ratio  per  10,000  of  the  living  population,  the  calculation 
being  made  upon  the  population  of  the  United  States  Census 
of  1«90. 

The  value  of  these  voluntary  returns  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health  is  yearly  increasing.  The  majority  of  the  cities 
send  them  punctually,  while  others  send  none.  These  reports 
have  proved  to  be  of  great  value  during  the  past  two  years 
in  tracing  the  history  and  progress  of  infectious  diseases  in 
different  cities  and  towns,  with  a  view  to  their  prevention ; 
and  it  would  render  the  work  of  preventive  medicine  much 
more  efficient  if  the  co-operation  of  the  State  and  local 
boards  could  be  secured  in  this  direction  by  legal  enactment, 
at  least  so  far  as  concerns  the  cities  and  large  towns. 
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Mortality-rates  of  Cities. 


1890. 

• 

. 

1890. 

. 

^  1 

• 

Week 

KKDINQ  — 

1 

g 

• 

Wkbk 

1 

O 

o 

i 

a 

O 

pa 

1 

1 

S 

f 

3 

Jan. 

4,     . 

40.37 

11.70 

22.81 

July 

5,     . 

16.94 

11.70 

26.84 

11.     . 

48.26 

15.40 

32.21 

12,     . 

22.50 

19.09 

27.51 

18,     . 

40.02 

25.25 

44.96 

19.     . 

25.40 

19.09 

37.57 

25,     . 

24.82 

14.78 

43.61 

26,     . 

21.34 

23.41 

35.56 

Feb. 

1.     . 

22.27 

20.94 

34.22 

Aug. 

2,     . 

32.94 

33.88  34.22 

8.     . 

19.60 

11.08 

19.40 

9,     . 

32.24 

16.63   37.57 

15,     . 

22.27 

16.02 

27.51 

16,     . 

28.07 

20.94  30.86 

22,     . 

23.32 

14.78 

17.44 

23,     . 

23.20 

18.48,24.15 

March 

1,     . 

21.46 

15.40 

19.40 

30,     . 

23.78 

19.71 

28.18 

8.     . 

19.60 

19.71 

24.15 

Sept. 

6,     . 

22.15 

19.71 

26.16 

15,     . 

23.20 

19.71 

20.80 

13,     . 

22.50 

12.94 

25.49 

22,     . 

25.17 

16.02 

20.80 

20,     . 

19.50 

12.94 

30.86 

29,     . 

23.43 

19.09 

18.78 

27,     . 

19.14 

15.40  1  20.80 

April 

6,     . 

19.60 

23.41 

20.13 

Oct. 

4.     . 

19.25 

9.85   20.13 

12,     . 

20.07 

15.40 

21.47 

11,     . 

17.75 

9.85,22.14 

19,     . 

20.76 

19.71 

28.86 

18,     . 

20.53 

8.62 

16.10 

1 

26,     . 

24.24 

14.78 

24.16 

25,     . 

18.91 

14.78   16.77 

May 

3.     . 

20.76 

9.85 

25.49 

Nov. 

1,     . 

20.65 

8.62   22.14 

10,     . 

23.55 

14.17 

31.53 

8,     . 

20.18 

10.47   16.10 

17,     . 

21.57 

18.48 

20.13 

16,     . 

18.33 

7.39:22.14 

24,     . 

20.65 

9.85 

20.13 

22,     . 

19.84 

12.94   20.80 

31,     . 

17.86 

10.47 

22.81 

29,     . 

18.44 

9.85 

25.49 

June 

7,     . 

17.98 

8.62 

18.78 

Dec. 

6.     . 

21.58 

15.40 

21.47 

14,      . 

20.30 

9.85 

13.42 

13,     . 

23.55 

14.78 128.85 

21,     . 

19.25 

16.02 

21.47 

20,     . 

21.85 

12.32   22.81 

28,     . 

16.24 

15.40 

20.13 

27,     . 

21.69 

1 

1 

19.71    28.85 

1 

Population  of  Boston, 448,477 

Total  deaths, 10,126 

Death-rate,  1890, 22.58 

Population  of  Worcester, 84,655 

Total  deaths, 1,495 

Death-rate,  1890, 17.54 

Population  of  Lowell, 77,696 

Total  deaths, 1,960 

Death-rate,  1890, 25.23 
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13.32 

28.30 

20.62 

July      5,     . 

1 
13.32,11.92   18.66 

1 

n,    . 

26.64 

29.69 

28.08 

12.     • 

39.27:21.60 

27.14 

18,     . 

30.85 

26.81 

27.14 

19,     . 

33.65 

24.58    13. 1^ 

25,     . 

35.76   16.39 

20.52 

26,     . 

35.76 

17.88    11.23 

Feb. 

1.     . 

18.23   16.39 

12.17 

Aug.      2,     . 

33.65 

25.32   21.46 

8,     . 

25.94 '22.35 

.23.32 

9,     . 

32.25 

24.58:26.17 

15,     . 

25.94    14.89 

15.91 

16,     . 

28.05 

20.11   28.08 

22,     . 

33.66'    6.70 

14.04 

23.     . 

23.14 

21.60  j  21.46 

March    1,     . 

19.63    11.17 

14.97 

30,     . 

25.94 

23.09 '15.91 

8,     . 

25.24:12.66 

16.85 

Sept.      6.     . 

16.82 

20.85 113.10 

15.     . 

21.03   17.88 

18.72 

13.     .. 

22.43 

18.62   20.52 

22.     . 

23^14    13.41 

14.04 

20.     . 

27.34 

25.32    16.85 

29,     . 

20.331 16.39 

13.10 

27,     . 

22.43 

13.41.14.04 

1 

April 

5.     . 

16. 13  i  18.62 

20.52 

Oct.        4.     . 

21.74 

12.06    10.29 

12.     . 

22.43 '15.64 

12.17 

11.     . 

23.14 

12.66    16.85 

19.     . 

17.53' 21.60 

16.85 

,              18.     . 

20.33 

14.89    18.66 

2C,     . 

23.14    10.43 

13.10 

25,     . 

23.14    11.92    13.10 

1 

May 

18.23    16.39 

11.23 

Nov.       1.     . 

21.74; 10.43    17.78 

10,      . 

13.32    13.41 

14.97 

8.     . 

21.03 

20.11    23.32 

17,      . 

10.82   20.85 

12.17 

15,     . 

18.93{ 17.88    21.46 

21,     . 

11.72    17.88 

10.85 

22.     . 

14.72    12.00    14.04 

31,     . 

18.23    12.06 

15.91 

29.     . 

16.82  1  10.43    10.85 

June 

7.      . 

17.53    U.89 

21.46 

Dec.       6.     . 

18.23    14.15    18.66 

14.      . 

10.82    14.89 

15.91 

1              13.     . 

19.63 

15.64 

15.91 

21.      . 

11.92    14.15 

8.42 

;         20.    . 

14.72 

17.88 

21.46 

28,     . 

19.03    16.39 

4.08 

1 

!             27,     . 

17.53 

13.41 

10.29 

Poi) 

Illation  of  Full  Uiver, 

74,398 

Total  deaths,    . 

•                               • 

1,705 

Death-ratis  IHDO,      . 

■                               • 

.       22.91 

ToiJ 

Illation  of  Cambridge, 
Total  deaths,    . 
Death-rate,  18'JO,      . 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

.      70,028 

1,240 

.       17.70 
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ulation  of  Lvnn, 
Total  death.s,    . 
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•  •                         i 
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Mortality-rates  of  Cities  —  Continued. 
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Jan. 
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25.61 

30.60 

20.44 
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6,     . 

33.76 

24.71 

16.59 

11.      . 

37.26-18.83 

25.55 

12.     . 

34.93 

20.00 

25.56 

18,     . 

37.26 143.54 '30.66 

1 

19,     . 

36.09 

12.94 

19.14 

• 

25,     . 

52.56 

36.48,25.55 

.  26,     . 

48.90 

22.36 

22.99 

Feb. 

1,     . 

38.42 

29.42 

26.82 

Aug. 

2,     . 

34.93 

31.77 

29.36 

8,     . 

24.45 

18.83 

20.44 

• 

9,     . 

33.76 

20.00 

28.08 

15,     . 

19.79 

14.12 

26.82 

16,     . 

18.63 

24.71 

31.91 

22,     . 

38.42 

18.83 

15.32 

23,     . 

33.76 

20.00 

26.82 

Marct 

'    1,     . 

26.78 

18.83 

22.99 

30,     . 

16.30 

16.47 

25.55 

8,     . 

16.39 

15.30 

15.32 

Sept 

6,     . 

22.12 

15.30 

21.70 

15.     . 

25.61 

20.00 

16.59 

13,     . 

27.94 

23.54 

13.04 

22,     . 

25.61 

28.24 

20.44 

20,     . 

29.11 

15.30 

24,25 

29,     . 

33.76 

17.65 

20.44 

27,     . 

20.95 

16.47 

17.87 

April 

6,     . 

27.94 

16.47 

24.25 

Oct. 

4,     . 

23.28 

10.59 

11.48 

12,     . 

15.13 

24.7.1 

17.87 

• 

11,     . 

30.27 

16.47 

8.93 

19,     . 

16.30 

18.83 

24.25 

18,     . 

26.78 

16.47 

16.59 

26,     . 

27.94 

15.30 

16.59 

25,     . 

22.12 

12.94 

5.10 

May 

3.     . 

11.64 

18.83  24.25 

Nov. 

1,     . 

16.30 

17.65 

17.87 

10.     . 

20.95 

21.71 

21.70 

8,     . 

12.80 

11.77 

21.70 

17,     . 

22.12 

14.12 

24.25 

15,     . 

25.61 

18.83 

13.04 

24,     . 

10.47 

14.12:26.82! 

22,     . 

26.78 

12.94 

13.04 

81,     . 

18.63 

15.30! 12.76 

29,     . 

10.47 

16.47 

20.44 

June 

7,     . 

24.45 

14.12   12.76 

Dec. 

6,     . 

17.46 

22.36 

16.59 

14,     . 

22.12 

18.88 

16.59 

13,     . 

20.95 

17.65 

6.38 

21,     . 

9.31 

22.36 

13.04 

20,     . 

31.43 

20.00 

22.99 

28,     . 

15.13 

20.00 

19.14 

1 

27,     . 

24.45 

9.41 

16.59 

Population  of  Lawrence, 44,654 

Total  deaths, 1,184 

Death-rate,  1890 26.51 

Population  of  Springfield, 44,179 

Total  deaths, 861 

Death-rate,  1890 19.49 

Population  of  New  Bedford, 40,733 

Total  deaths, 839 

Death-rate,  1890, 20.35 
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tluiie 


d 

a 

I 

Population  of  Salcin, 

'J'otal  deaths,    . 

Death-rate,  IKM),  . 
Population  ol'CheNea,    . 

Total  deaths,    . 

Death-rate,  1>0(>,  . 
Population  of  Haverhill, 

Total  deaths,   . 

Death-rate,  18'J0,     . 


30,801 

7U 

23.48 

27,909 

568 

20.35 

27,412 

518 

18.89 
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Mortality-rates  of  Cities  —  Continued. 
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1890. 
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• 

e 

3 

a 
a 
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u 

a 
o 

O 

Jan.        4,     . 

7.62 

20.43 

12.63 

July 

6,     . 

5.71 

10.21 

12.68 

11,     . 

80.48 

26.56 

16.84 

12,     . 

11.43 

10.21 

14.74 

18,     . 

7.62 

26.56 

21.06 

19,     . 

5.71 

16.34 

16.84 

25,     . 

20.95 

34.74 

18,95 

26,     . 

7.62 

36.78 

25.27 

Feb.       1,     . 

16.24 

24.52 

8.42 

Aug. 

2.     . 

19.05 

40.87 

18.95 

8,     . 

9.52 

18.39 

10.53 

1 

9,     . 

34.29 

26.56 

21.06 

15,     . 

24.76 

22.47 

8.42 

16,     . 

13.33 

44.95 

27.37 

22.     . 

7.62 

8.17 

8.42 

23,     . 

26.67 

18.39 

18.95 

March    1,     . 

11.43 

14.30 

14.74 

30,     . 

11.43 

18.39 

16.84 

8.     . 

9.52 

26.56 

10.53 

Sept. 

6,     . 

13.33 

10.21 

18.95 

15,     . 

26.67 

24.52 

8.42 

13,     . 

17.14 

10.21 

12.63 

22,     . 

5.71 

12.26 

8.42 

20,     . 

15.24 

18.39 

25.27 

29,     . 

15.24 

24.52 

6.31 

27,     . 

15.24 

24.52 

18.95 

April      5,     . 

15.24 

8.17 

10.53 

Oct. 

4,     . 

15.24 

18.39 

10.58 

12,     . 

17.14 

30.65 

10.53 

11,     . 

9.52 

14.30 

23.16 

19,     . 

9.52 

14.30 

8.42; 

18,     . 

15.24 

6.12 

6.31 

26.     . 

17.14 

16.34 

12.63 

1 

25,     . 

9.52 

10.21 

8.42 

May       3,     . 

7.62 

16.34 

10.53 

Nov. 

1,     . 

19.05 

4.08 

14.74 

10,     . 

13.33 

20.43 

10.53 

8.     . 

17.14 

14.80 

12.63 

17.     . 

15.24 

30.65 

10.53  1 

15,     . 

11.43 

8.17 

14.74 

24.     . 

17.14 

8.17 

12.63 

22,     . 

17.14 

6.12 

12.63 

31,     . 

20.95 

18.39 

16.84 

29,     . 

15.24 

14.30 

4.21 

June      7,     . 

13.33 

16.34 

14.74    Dec. 

6,     . 

11.43 

16.84 

8.42 

14,     . 

11.43 

14 .  30 

8.42 

13,     . 

11.43 

24.52 

8.42 

21,     . 

11.43 

8.17 

6.31 

1 

20,     . 

11.43 

26.56 

6.31 

28,     . 

11.43 

8.17 

10.53 

1 

1 

27,     . 

17.14 

12.26 

6.31 

Population  of  Brockton, 

Totiil  deaths,  . 

Death-rate,  1890, 
Population  of  Taunton, 

Total  deaths,   . 

Death-rate,  1890, 
Population  of  Gloucester, 

Total  deaths,  . 

Death-rate,  1890, 


27,294 

444 

16.27 

25,445 

493 

19.38 

24,651 

424 

17.20 
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7.07 

18,     . 

21.32 

29.35 

37.73 

19,     . 

14.93 

13.54 

7.07 

25,     . 

38.39 

24.83 

21.23 

26,     . 

6.89 

6.77 

7.07 

Feb. 

1,     . 

8.63 

22.57 

23.59 

Aug. 

2.     . 

20.32 

18.06     7.07 

8,     . 

12.79 

13.54 

14.15 

9,     . 

19.19 

40.64     9.43 

16,     . 

6.39 

6.77 

9.43 

16,     . 

20.32 

15.80 '23.59 

22,     . 

12.79 

13.54 

23.59 

23,     . 

6.39 

15.80     7.07 

March 

>    1,     . 

17.16 

31.60 

18.87 

80,     . 

25.59 

9.03,    9.43 

8,     . 

12.79 

11.28 

18.87 

Sept. 

6,     . 

12.79 

20.32:11.79 

15,     . 

8.53 

9.03 

9.43 

13,     . 

20.32 

9.03,21.23 

22,     . 

8.53 

11.28 

4.71 

20.     . 

8.53 

20.32   21.23 

29,     . 

8.53 

11.28 

18.87 

27.     . 

17.16 

15.80 '  16.51 

April 

5,     . 

10.66 

24.83 

16.51 

Oct. 

4,     . 

8.53 

15.80   21.23 

12,     . 

14.93 

20.32 

11.79 

11,     . 

8.53 

13.54   21.23 

19,     . 

12.79 

15.80 

18.87 

18,     . 

17.16 

11.28    11.79 

26,     . 

19.10 

6.77 

9.43 

. 

25,     . 

14.93 

11.28     9.43 

May 

3,     . 

8.53 

13.54 

11.79 

Nov. 

1.     . 

4.26 

13.54    10.51 

10,     . 

14.93 

15.80 

18.87 

8,     . 

21.32 

9.03   21.23 

17,     . 

12.79 

18.06 

23.59 

15,     . 

10.66 

13.54    11.79 

24,     . 

19.19 

18.06 

11.79 

22,     . 

2.13 

11.28     9.43 

31,     . 

0.00 

2.25 

9.43 

29,     . 

10.66 

4.51    21.23 

.Iiine 

7,      . 

4.2G 

11.28 

11.79 

'  Dec. 

6,      . 

14.93 

13.54    16.51 

u,    . 

14.93    18.  OG 

11.79 

13,     . 

8.53 

9.03,    7.07 

21,     . 

8.53 

11.28, 11.79 

1 

20,     . 

23.46 

18.06    11.79 

28,      . 

6.39  1  24.83 

1 

7.07 

1 

27,      . 

12.79 

15.80   21.23 

Population  of  Xowton, 24,379 

TotJil  deaths, 333 

Doatli-ratc,  ISOo 13.65 

ropnlation  of  Maiden, 23,031 

Total  deaths, 369 

Death-rate,  lsf»0 .  16.02 

Population  of  Fitehbur<^, 22,037 

Total  deaths, 828 

Death-rate,  1890, 14.65 
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THE  GROWTH  OF  CHILDREN, 


STUDIED  BT 


GALTON'S  METHOD  OF  PERCENTILE  GRADES, 

By  H.  p.  BOWDIJ'CH,  M.D., 

PBOFB880B  OF  PHT8I0LO0T,  HABVABD  MEDICAL  SCHOOL. 


GALTON'S    METHOD    OF   PERCENTILE   GRADES, 


Br  11.  P.  BowDiTCH,  M.D., 

nwiiior  of  Phi/iMoQ-/.  Itm-card  Medical  SeA, 


In  the  last  report  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of 
Health  the  advantages  of  discussing  statistical  data  by  Gal- 
ton's  method  '  of  percentile  grades  were  explained  iind  illus- 
trated in  a  paper  entitled  "  The  Physique  of  Women  in 
Massachusetts."  The  value  of  the  method  in  anthropomet- 
rical  work  seemed  so  obvious  that  it  has  been  thought  desir- 
able to  apply  it  to  the  largo  body  of  observations  on  the 
height  and  weight  of  Boston  school  children  which  formed 
the  basis  of  an  article  on  "The  Growth  of  Children,"  pub- 
lished by  the  Board  of  Health  in  1^77. 

In  this  article,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Charles  Roberts, 
tables  were  given  showing  the  ijinli-ihiilioii  of  the  observa- 
tions;  /.e.,  the  number  of  individuals  at  each  age  whose 
height  was  recorded  at  each  successive  inch  or  whose  weight 
fell  within  successive  groups  of  four  pounds  each.  From 
these  tables  (tables  4  to  15  of  the  above-mentioned  article) 
it  was  easy  to  calculate  the  values  at  the  various  percentile 
grades.  For  example,  it  appears  from  Table  4  that  the 
heights  of  648  boys  between  five  and  six  years  old  were 
distributed  as  shown  in  the  following  table  ;  — 
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Distribution  of  Observations  on  Heights  of  Boston  8chool-4>oys.    Age  cU 

Last  Birthday  Five  Years, 


Total  number  of  observationfi, 


Inches. 

1 

Number  of 
observations. 

Inches. 

Namberof 
obienrationa. 

IncbM. 

KombcroT 
obcenratkHis. 

47 

4 

i               41 

190 

35 

1 

1 

46 

8        ', 

40 

149                        31 

1 , 

- 

45 

20 

39 

t 
79 

33 

- 

44 

62 

3S 

42 

32 

- 

43 

119        j 

1 

37 

17 

31 

- 

42 

149        : 

1 

30 

7 

30 

1 

848 


In  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  five  percent.,  for  instance, 
of  the  total  number  of  observations  is  42.4.  Now  since  the 
observations  corresponding  to  each  successive  inch  include 
all  the  measurements  between  that  inch  and  the  next  inch 
above,  it  is  evident  that  there  are  1  +  1-I-7  +  17  =  26  individ- 
uals less  than  38  inches  in  heightand  l4-14-7-|-17-}-42  =  68 
individuals  less  than  39  inches  in  height.  Since,  therefore, 
42.4  lies  between  26  and  68  it  follows  that  the  height  below 
which  five  per  cent,  of  the  observations  fall  must  be  between 
38  and  39  inches.  The  exact  height  can  readily  be  calcu- 
lated by  interpolation.  Thus  the  fraction  of  an  inch  to  be 
added  to  38  to  give  the  required  height  is  obtained  by  dividing 
16.4  (2.e.,  42.4  —  26)  by  42  (?*.e.,  the  number  of  observa- 
tions between  38  and  39  inches).  This  fraction  is  0.39,  and, 
therefore,  38.39  inches  is  the  'height  below  which  five  per 
cent,  and  above  which  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  observa- 
tions fall ;  /.e.,  it  is  the  value  of  the  five  per  cent,  grade. 

In  this  way  tables  1  to  12  have  been  calculated  from  tables 
4  to  15  inclusive  of  the  original  article.  These  tables  show 
the  heights  and  weights  of  Boston  school  children  of  both 
sexes  and  various  ages  at  percentile  grades  varying  from  five 
per  cent,  to  ninety-five  per  cent.  Separate  tables  are,  more- 
over, given  for  children  of  American  parentage,  Irish  parent- 
age, and  for  the  >vhole  number  of  observations  irrespective  of 
nationality.  The  values  are  given  in  both  the  English  and 
the  metric  system  of  weights  and  measures,  and  in  the  last 
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column  of  each  table  are  to  be  found  the  average  heights 
and  weights  of  children  of  each  age  as  given  in  the  original 
article. 

The  conclusions  which  maybe  drawn  from  a  study  of  these 
tables  will  be  best  understood  after  an  examination  of  the 
curves  which  have  been  constructed  from  them,  and  as  a 
preliminary  to  this  study  it  will  be  well  to  consider  briefly 
the  general  character  of  curves  representing  values  at  various 
percentile  grades. 
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A  geometrical  conetructioii  of  a  special  case  will  perhaps 
best  serve  to  place  the  matter  in  a  clear  light.  Let  us  sup- 
pose one  thousand  grown  men  BtundiDg  in  line  arranged 
according  lo  height.  The  heads  of  these  men  will  form  n 
curved  line  represented  in  its  general  form  by  the  curve  ST 
iu  Fig  1.    In  this  diugram  the  line  SO  represents  the  height 


0      5'/.  10/.       ?(W      30>      40Z     50Z      607.      TOY.      BOY.      9<K9i7:  Q' 


of  the  shortest  and  the  line  TO'  that  of  the  tallest  man.  The 
curve  ST,  representing  the  heights  of  the  intermediate  meD. 
is  approximately  a  straight  line  in  a  largo  part  of  its  course 
but  bends  up  sharply  at  the  right  and  down  sharply  at  the 
left  owing  to  the  presence  of  a  few  very  tall  and  a  few  very 
short  men.  Mediocrity  is  the  rule  and  extremes  the  excep- 
tion in  height  as  in  everything  else, 

If  now  we  divide  this  row  of  men  into  two  equal  parts 
nnd  ascertain  the  height  of  the  live  hundredth  man  in  the 
row  (or,  more  accurately  speaking,  the  height  half  way 
between  that  of  the  five  hundredth  and  that  of  the  6ve 
hundred  and  first  man)  we  shall  have  a  value  below  which 
one  half  and  above  which  the  other  half  of  the  observations 
lie.  This  value  is  termed  by  Gallon  the  value  of  the  fifty 
percentile  grade,  or  the  median  value,  and  is  designated  by 
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the  letter  M.  In  the  same  way  the  vnlues  at  other  percen- 
tile grades  may  be  determined  by  dividing  the  row  at  points 
corresponding  to  various  percentages  of  the  total  number  of 
observations.  The  percentile  grades  indicated  in  Fig.  1  are 
those  adopted  by  Gallon,  and  are  practically  sufficient  to 
indicate  the  character  of  ihe  curve.  With  a  very  large 
number  of  observations  it  would  of  course  be  possible  to 
determine  values  below  five  per  cent,  and  above  ninety-five 
percent.,  but  in  anthropometrical  investigations  with  existing 
data  it  does  not  seem  wise  to  go  beyond  these  limits. 

It  is  evident  that  the  value  M  will  tend  to  approximate  to 
the  average  value  of  all  the  observations  and  will  be  identical 
with  it  when  the  curve  ST  is  symmetrically  disposed  on  both 
sides  of  M,  i.e.,  when  the  vahies  at  sixty,  seventy,  eighty, 
ninety  and  ninety-five  per  cent,  exceed  M  by  the  same  amount, 
respectively,  by  which  the  values  at  forty,  thirty,  twenty, 
ten  and  five  per  cent,  fall  short  of  it.  If  A  represent  the 
average  value  of  all  the  observations,  then  the  value  of  M— A 
will  bo  a  measure  of  the  direction  and  extent  of  the  asym- 
metry of  the  curve  STjJbr  this  value  will  be  zero  when  the 
curve  is  symmetrical,  positive  when  the  values  at  the  Jower 
percentile  grades /all  short  of  M  jnore  than  those  at  the  higher 
■  (trades  exceed  it,  and  negative  when,  the  reverse  is  the  case. 
Let  ua  now  apply  this  test  to  the  data  in  our  possession, 
confining  our  attention  for  the  present  to  tables  1,  4,  7  and 
10,  which  give  the  total  number  of  observations  irrespective 
of  nationality.  By  subtracting  the  average  from  the  median 
values  in  these  four  tables  the  following  table  (No.  12a)  has 
been  constructed  :  — 

Table  12a.  —  Tcducs  of  ,¥- 
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An  examination  of  this  table  or  of  the  currea  constnicted 
from  it,  ae  given  in  Plate  1,  ebowa  tbat  the  asyrometry  ol 

PLATE  1 

HEIGHTS  OF  BOSTON  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 

a                   MEDIAN    MINUS  AVERAGE.  VALUES  (M-A) 
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the  curves  of  percentile  grndoB  varies  very  much,  at  different 
sges,  both  in  directioa  and  amount.  The  variation  iu  the 
value  of  M"A  in  the  curves  of  height  is  much  the  same  as 
that  in  the  curves  of  weight  for  each  sex  considered  by  itself, 
but  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  two  sexes.  This 
difference  shows  itself  moat  distinctly  between  the  ages  of 
eleven  and  fifteen  years.  During  this  time  a  rise  in  the 
curves  for  the  males  coincides  with  a  fall  ia  those  for  the 
females,  while  before  and  after  this  period  the  curves,  as  a 
rule,  rise  and  fall  together.  We  must  conclude,  therefore, 
that  the  rate  of  annual  increase  both  in  height  and  weight  is 
different  at  different  percentile  grades,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  large  children  grow  differently  from  small  ones,  and 
moreover,  that  between  the  ages  of  eleven  and  fifteen  years 
there  is  a  striking  difference  in  the  mode  of  growth  of  the 
two  sexes.  The  significance  of  this  conclusion  will  bo  made 
clearer  by  an  examination  of  the  curves  constructed  directly 
from  the  tables  of  percentile  grades.  Curves  of  this  sort  are 
presented  in  plates  2,  3,  4  and  5,  constructed  from  tables  1, 
4,  7  and  10,  containing  the  total  number  of  observations  irre- 
spective of  nationality.  Similar  curves  have  been  obtained 
from  the  remaining  tables  in  which  the  observations  are 
grouped  according  to  the  nationality  of  the  parents,  hut  as 
they  are  less  regular,  owing  to  the  smaller  number  of  obser- 
vations from  which  they  are  constructed,  and  lead  to  no 
additional  conclusions,  it  has  not  been  thought  worth  while 
to  present  them. 

A  glance  at  the  curves  on  plates  2-5  shows  at  once  the 
nature  of  the  asymmetry,  the  existence  of  which  is  indicated 
by  the  curves  on  Plate  1.  It  will  be  observed  that  during  the 
earlier  years  of  school  life  the  curves  for  the  successive  years 
are  fairly  symmetrical,  which  is  in  harmony  with  the  previous 
observation  that  in  these  years  the  value  of  M — A  does  not 
differ  widely  from  zero.  At  about  ten  years  of  age  in  girls 
and  eleven  or  twelve  years  in  boys,  the  curves  become  dis- 
tinctly asymmetrical,  owing  to  the  values  increasing  more 
rapidly  at  the  higher  than  at  the  lower  percentile  grades. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years  in  girls  and  fourteen 
or  fifteen  years  in  boys  an  asymmetry  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion shows  itself,  since  at  this  period  the  values  are  increasing 
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1                          PLATE   2.  ("0«  TABLE  .0 
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The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  these  tables  will  be  moat 
readily  understood  by  an  examinatioa  of  the  curves  on  plates 
6  and   7,   which   have  been  constructed  from  them,   the   curves 


PLATE  6>M"  ^eies  »»  .s.)    BOYS GIRLS  --- 

ANNUAL  INCREASE  IN  INCHES 
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representing  the  yearly  growth  of  the  two  sexes  being,  for  easier 
comparison,  plotteil  on  the  same  system  of  co-ordinates. 


PLATE   7  O00MT.8L..  I4.I6)  BOYS GIRLS- 
ANNUAL  INCREASE   IN  POUNDS. 
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The  followiog  are  the  most  obvions  conclusions  :  — 

1.  The  maximum  yearly  growth  in  both  height  and  weight 
ia  at  all  percentile  grades  greater  in  boya  than  in  girls,  and 
occurs  in  boys  two  or  three  years  later  than  in  giila. 

•J.  The  age  at  which  this  muximum  yearly  growth  in 
height  and  weight  is  reached  ia,  in  both  sexen,  earlier  at  the 
higher  than  at  the  lower  percentile  grmles,  the  range  Ijeing 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  yeara  for  girU  and  from  fourteen  to 
Bixteen  years  lur  boys.  In  other  words,  large  children  make 
their  most  rapid  growth  at  an  earlier  age  than  small  ones. 

3.  The  curves  representing  the  annual  growth  of  boya 
are  characterized  on  either  side  of  the  maximum  by  a  steeper 
rise  and  fall  in  the  lower  than  in  the  higher  percentile  grades, 
though  the  maximum  itself  may  be  quite  as  high  in  the  former 
as  in  the  latter  grades.  This  indicatea  that  the  above-men- 
tioned period  of  acuelepited  growth  in  large  boys  differs 
from  that  in  small  boys  rather  in  duration  than  in  intensity. 
In  girls  a  difference  of  this  sort  does  not  seem  to  exist. 

4.  In  boys  at  eleven  years  of  age  there  is  a  period  of 
remarkably  slow  growth  both  in  height  and  weight,  the  curves 
of  annual  increase  in  nearly  all  the  percentile  grades  reach- 
ing at  this  age  a  lower  point  than  for  several  years  preceding 
or  subsequent  to  this  age.  In  girls  a  similar  but  leas  marked 
period  of  retarded  growth  in  height  ia  to  be  noticed  at  nine 
years  of  age,  but  the  rate  of  growth  in  weight  does  not  seem 
to  suffer  a  corresponding  diminution.* 

One  of  the  conclusions  reached  in  the  original  article  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  was  that  "  at  about  thirteen 
or  fourteen  years  girls  in  this  community  are,  during  more 
than  two  years,  both  taller  and  heavier  than  boys  at  the  same 
age,  though  before  and  after  that  penod  the  reverse  is  the 


•  1(  is  inlerasling,  LowevCT,  to  nolice  ibui  In  the  cuirca  cflnalrqcled  bj  Dr. 
Stevenaon  (See  '■  Lancet,"  Sept.  23.  188S|  from  Bngllsli  nni)  American  atailsLicg,  and 
i«pre>enUnglbeaDnaalIni;re&Be  \n  weight  of  "  hoja  and  girls  of  the  Engl lBb-it|«H king 
rac««,"  the  period  of  retarded  growili  ia  a  marked  phenomenon  In  botb  sexea.  nccnr- 
ring  in  bo;a  al  eleven  and  in  girls  at  nine  years  or  age. 

See  also  "  Asal  Key,  Die.  Pabertatseniwickelung."  |  Verhsndiungen  dea  X  Inter- 
natlonalen  medlrlnscben  CongreaicB,  BerllD,  1890.  Bd.  1.,  p.  G7  )  Tbia  obierver 
Unds  that  in  Sireden  the  period  orlesal  Increase  In  belgbt  and  weight  occurs  at  ten 
years  (or  boya  and  nine  f  tars  for  girls. 
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case."  The  dependence  of  tbia  phcnotneiion  upon  the  fact 
that  the  prepubertu!  period  of  accelerated  growth  occurs 
earlier  in  girls  Ihan  in  boys  was  also  pointed  out.  It  will  lie 
interesting  now  to  inquire  in  what  way  this  period  of  female 
superiority  is  affected  by  the  fuel  that  the  maximnm  rate  of 
growth  is  reached  earlier  in  the  higher  than  in  the  lower 
percentile  grades.  The  inHuenco  of  this  circumstance  is 
readily  understood  from  an  inspection  of  the  curves  on 
plates  8  and  9,  which  have  been  constructed  from  the  fig- 
ures on  platen  1,4,  7  and  10.  Here  the  absolute  heights  and 
weights  of  boys  and  girls  of  the  same  percentile  grade  are 
plotted  on  the  same  system  of  c()-ordinateB,  while  the  ordi- 
nates  for  the  successive  percentile  grades  differ  from  each 
other  by  five  inches  or  twenty-five  pounds  respectively. 

In  this  way  the  curves  are  brought  vertically  over  one 
another  and  a  comparison  between  them  is  facilitated.  The 
points  where  the  curves  of  growth  of  the  two  sexes  intersect 
each  other  are  joined  by  dotti'd  lines,  in  order  that  the 
periods  of  femnle  superiority  at  the  various  percentile  gnides 
may  be  readily  compared  with  each  other.  A  glance  at  the 
curves  sufBces  to  show  that  the  period  of  female  superiority 
is  to  be  observed  at  all  percentile  grades  both  in  height  and 
weight,  and,  moreover,  that  it  both  begins  and  ends  earlier  in 
the  higher  than  in  the  lower  percentile  grades.  Thus,  in  the 
ninety-five  percentile  grade,  girls  begin  to  exceed  boys  in 
height  at  the  age  of  ten  years  four  months  and  are  in  turn 
surpassed  by  them  at  thirteen  years,  while  in  ihe  five  per- 
centile grade  girls  do  not  surpass  boys  in  height  till  they 
are  eleven  years  five  months  old  and  boys  do  not  regain 
their  superiority  till  they  are  fifteen  years  four  months  of 
age.  It  will  be  also  noticed  thiit  the  duration  of  the  period 
of  female  superiority  varies  quite  regularly  with  the  percen- 
tile grade,  but  that  the  variations  in  height  and  weight  are 
in  opposite  directions.  This  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that 
the  above-mentioned  dotted  lines  converge  upward  in  the 
curves  of  height  and  downward  in  those  of  weight.  In 
other  words,  we  may  say  that,  when  growing  children  of 
both  sexes  are  compared  together  by  corresponding  j)ercen- 
tile  grades,  the  period  of  female  superiority  in  height  is  leas 
conspicuous  in  tall  than  in  short  children,  while  the  period 
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PLATE   8    (FBOM  TABLES  I  »7.)   BOYS GIRLS 

a  HEIGHTS  OF   BOSTON  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 
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PLATE    9    [FBOM  T*BLES  4  »  10)    B0Y5 GIRLS 

WEIGHTS    OF  BOSTON  SCHOOLCHILDREN 
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of  female  superiority  in  weight  is  a  more  marked  phenome- 
non in  heavy  than  in  light  children. 

Among  the  advantages  of  this  method  of  discussing  anthro- 
pometrical  i^esults  may  be  mentioned  the  facility  which  it 
aflbrds  for  comparing  the  rates  of  growth  of  children  of 
different  nationalities  by  determining  the  percentile  rank 
of  the  average  children  of  one  nationality  referred  to  those 
of  another  nationality  as  a  standard.  We  may  take,  for 
instance,  the  observations  of  Pagliani*  on  Italian  children, 
and  those  of  Erismannf  on  the  employees  in  Russian  fac- 
tories, and  calculate  the  percentile  rank  of  the  children  at 
successive  ages  when  referred  to  Boston  children  as  a 
standard.  The  result  of  this  calculation  is  given  in  the 
following  table :  — 


Table  17.  —  Showing  the  Percentile  Rank  of  Italian  and  Russian  ChiU 
clreyi  compared  with  those  of  the  Boston  Public  Schools. 


Act  AT  Last  Birthday. 


Pkrcentilk  Ravk. 


Italian  (Paoliani). 


B(>ys. 


Five, below  5 


Six, 

Seven,   . 

Eight,    . 

Nine,     . 

Ten,       . 

Eleven, 

Twelve, 

Thirteen, 

Fourteen, 

Fifteen, 

Sixteen, 

Seventeen, 

Bitfhlecn, 


5.6 
22.1 
26.5 
31.4 
20.0 
16.4 
16.1 
21.7 
21.2 
23.7 
16.2 
13.1 

6.6 


Oirls. 

bolow  5 
below  5 
9.2 
15.8 
29.1 
28.0 
25.5 
24.1 
23.7 
30.0 
29.5 
32.4 
32.2 
34.3 


HrssiAN  (Erisxank). 


An  examination  of  this  table  shows  that  Italian  children  of 
both  sexes  are,  in  early  life,  very  much  smaller  than  Boston 


♦  Lo  Sviluppo  Umano,  p.  37. 

t  Untersachangen  Uber  die  kdrperlicbe  Entwickelung  der  Fabrikarbeiter  in  Zen- 
tralrussland,  Tlibingen,  1889.  A  very  thoroagb  investigation  based  upon  measure- 
incnts  of  over  100,000  individuals. 
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children  of  the  same  age,  and,  though  they  tifterwsrds  increase 
ID  relative  size,  they  never  reach  a  higher  percentile  than  31.4 
for  boys  and  32.4  lor  girls. 

The  Russian  children  show  in  general,  with  iircreaaiu^  age, 
a  progressive  diminution  in  percentile  rank  which  is  prohaiily 
to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  during  the  earlier  period 
of  life  only  children  who  are  unuBually  well  developed 
physically  are  likely  to  find  their  way  into  mannfactories. 
The  children  from  seven  to  twelve  years  of  age  are  therefore 
to  some  extent  selected  cases  and  do  nut  represent  the  aver- 
age development  of  the  working  population. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  throughout  this  article  it  has  l>een 
assumed  that  the  changes  from  year  to  year  in  the  values  of 
the  height  and  weight  at  the  various  pereeutile  grades  repre- 
sent the  rate  of  growth  of  large,  small  and  medium-sized 
children  respectively.  This  assumption  may  be  criticized  ou 
the  ground  that  the  values  at  the  various  percentile  grades 
do  not  represent  the  average  measuremenls  of  particular 
groups  of  growing  children  but  are  merely  limiting  values, 
on  either  aide  of  which  lie  certain  percentages  of  the  total 
number  of  observations  on  children  of  a  curtain  age.  To 
determine  how  much  importance  is  to  be  attached  to  this 
objection  it  will  be  necessary  to  inquire  within  what  limits 
the  percentile  rank  of  a  growing  child  may  under  normal 
circumstances  vary  from  year  to  year,  for  it  is  obvious  that 
if  growing  children  remain  practically  in  the  same  percentile 
grade  during  the  whole  period  of  adolescence  a  comparisoa 
of  the  values  at  the  various  percentile  grades  in  successive 
years  will,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  show  the  annual 
increase  in  height  and  weight  of  groups  of  children  belonging 
in  and  al>out  those  percentile  gmdes,  i.e.,  it  will  really  give 
us  the  rate  of  growth  of  large,  small  and  medium-sizei) 
children.  Now  it  is  evident  that  a  cloye  maintenance  of  a 
given  percentile  rank  by  a  growing  child  is  by  no  means  a 
universal  rule,  for  it  is  a  matter  of  comuiOD  observation  that 
very  small  babies  sometimes  grow  up  into  very  large  men 
and  women.  Such  cases,  however,  always  attract  attention 
from  their  obviously  exceptional  character  and  indicate  that, 
as  a  rule,  there  is  a  certain  degree  of  correspondence  between 
the  size  of  the  child  and  that  of  the  adult. 
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General  impressions  with  regurd  lu  siicb  qiiestioos  are,  of 
course,  of  very  little  value,  and  before  luiy  definite  conclu- 
sion  can  be  reiiched  it  will  be  necesaary  to  collcet  large 
numbers  of  observations  on  growing  children  of  both  sexes, 
each  individual  Iieing  measured  in  succeasive  years  or,  still 
belter,  several  times  each  year,  and  the  percentile  rank  at 
each  nge  determined.  Such  determinations  may  be  made  by 
means  of  tables  1-10.  or  by  the  curx'es  on  plates  2-5  con- 
structed from  them,  but  in  practice  it  will  be  found  more 
convenient  to  make  use  of  such  curves  as  those  on  plates 
10-13.  which  have  been  constructed  '  with  a  view  to  this 
special  purpose. 

In  these  plates,  which  have  been  constructed  only  from  the 
tables  which  present  the  total  number  of  observations  irre- 
spective of  nationality,  the  age  in  years  and  monllis  is  given 
on  the  sides,  the  percentile  rank  at  the  top  and  bottom,  while 
the  curved  lines  traversing  the  plate  represent  successive 
inches  or  pounds.  The  use  of  the  curves  will  be  best  under- 
stood by  an  example.  Let  us  suppose,  for  instance,  that  a 
boy  ten  years  five  months  old  measures  fifty  inches  in  height, 
and  it  is  desired  to  ascertain  his  percentile  rank.  On  Plate 
10  the  horizontal  line  corresponding  to  ten  years  live  months 
is  to  be  followed  to  its  point  of  intersection  with  the  fifty- 
inch  curve.  This  point  of  intersection  will  be  found  to  lie 
nn  the  vertical  line  corresponding  to  twenty-five  per  cent. 
This  means  that  the  boy  is  taller  than  twenty-five  per  cent, 
and  shorter  than  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  boys  of  his 
age.  A  height  of  fifty-one  inches  at  the  same  age  would 
give  a  percentile  rank  of  forty-one  per  cent.,  fifty-two  incbea 
fifty-seven  per  cent.,  fifty-three  inches  seventy-four  per 
cent.,  etc. 

II'  we  were  in  possession  of  a  few  hundred  sets  of  observa- 
tions on  growing  children,  each  child  being  measured  and 
weighed  annually  or  semiannually  during  the  period  of 
adolescence    and    bis    percentile    rank    determined  in  the 


■  Sncb  cnrvei  maj'  be  coDBtrucced  hj  calcnlBtlns  (or  eiicb  age  tlie  percentile  rrmk 
corresponding  to  encb  Ini-h  or  jiound  by  interpolailon  In  uhlee  tucb  at  Nnt.  1-12. 
or.  itlll  beiwr,  from  lalilei  sucli  ■■  Nos.  HD  of  the  orlgtiiiil  article,  by  direct  ad- 
dlllon  lo  tlie  percenlages  corrci ponding  to  tbe  luccensho  inclicii  or  ponnUi. 


51(5                    STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.        [Piil..  Doc!J 

PLATE    10                                                                                          V 

SHOWING   PERCENTILE   RANK  OF  BOYS          1 

OF  GIVEN   AGE  AND  HEIGHT                   -| 

V.  107.         20V.         SOX        40X         50-/.        tot.        TOT.        BOX      90%  WX.     ■ 

YBS. 

16 

^ 

^ 

1 

IB 

I*: 

13 

^ 

S 

^ 

1 

•S 
W 
13 

s 

j 

^ 

1 

s  S 

^^ 

^g 

^ 

^ 

^ 

H 

p 

rz 

^ 

^ 

^ 

E 

^ 

1 

\t 

iO 

1 

I 

^ 

^ 

^ 

1 

to 

^^^L       9 

i 

-^^[ '  ^ 

^ 

^= 

1 

9 

^^^^1       8 

^ 

^^3 

^ 

^ 

— ^- 

^- 

( 

a 

^^^B 

= 

-•r"^ 

5 

^^ 

i 

"^i^ 

1 

7 

1 

^ 
^ 

HS= 

B 

^ 

i 

SiS. 

^s 

^ 

^ 

t, 

1                            S7.  107.         20y.        30Z        40X         507.        (fy/.        707.         SOX      90X  9 

m, 

No.  34.]  THE  GROWTH  OF  CHILDUEX. 


PLATE    I  I 
SHOWING    PERCENTILE  RANK  OF  BOYS 
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PL'ATE    13 

SHOWING    PERCENTILE   RANK    OF  GIRLS 
OF  GIVEN  ASE    AND  WEIGHT. 
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schools  are,  at  nearly  all  ages,  taller  and  heavier  than  those  of 
other  nationalities.  It  is  also  of  great  importance  that  some 
simple  tests  of  strength  should  be  applied  to  growing  children 
in  order  to  establish  a  standard  of  power  as  well  as  of  size. 
When  a  system  of  annual  physical  measurements  shall  have 
1)een  introduced  into  our  public  schools  and  recognized  as  of 
equal  importance  with  the  annual  examinations  in  the  vari- 
ous studies,  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  formulate  the  laws 
of  o:rowth  with  much  greater  accuracy  than  is  at  present 
possible. 


TYPHOID  FEVER  IN  ITS  RELATION 
TO  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


By  Hii:am  F.  Mills,  A.M.,  C.E., 

Member  of  the  State  Bonni  of  Health  of  Massachusetts. 


TYPHOID  FEVER  IN  ITS  RELATION  TO 
WATER  SUPPLIES. 


By  HiHAM  F.  Mills,  A.M„  C.E., 

Xtmbtrof  Slair  Board  of  ntallh  of  JTumcAut 


Typhoid  fever  \&  one  of  the  dUeascs  now  geDerally  attrib- 
uted to  one  of  the  bncterin  known  as  the  typhoid  bacillus. 

Bacteria  are  very  niiiiute  vegetable  growths,  and  this  species 
19  a  rod  with  rounded  ends,  the  diameter  being  about  one 
thirty-thousandth  of  an  inch  and  the  length  about  one  ten- 
tbou^nndth  of  an  inch.  When  very  highly  msignified,  fine 
hair  like  appendages  (cilia)  may  be  seen  extending  from 
near  either  end. 

It  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  think  of  the  invisible  king- 
dom of  ]>acteria  as  considtiug  of  as  many  species  as  the 
visible  vegetable  kingdom  and  at!  of  them  doing  as  benefi- 
cent work,  in  the  economy  of  nature,  as  the  trees  and  plants 
which  we  see  around  us :  but  there  is  a  small  fraction,  per- 
haps comparable  with  the  small  number  of  poisonous  plants, 
which  are  disease  producing.  The  number  actually  known 
to  produce  disease  is  very  small,  and  among  those  regarded 
as  most  carefully  determined  is  the  typhoid  bacillus. 

It  is  not  merely  held  that  this  germ  is  usually  associated 
with  typhoid  fever,  Init  that  typhoid  fever  does  not  exist 
when  this  germ  is  not  in  the  system ;  that  it  is  the  actual 
cause  of  the  disease.  It  becomes  important  then  to  deter- 
mine how  it  can  get  into  the  system,  and  under  what  condi- 
tions it  can  live  outside  of  the  human  body. 

These  questions  have  been  and  are  being  studied  with 
care,  but  there  is  much  yet  to  be  learned.  That  these  germs 
may  be  taken  into  the  body  with  the  food  and  drink 
appears  to  be  well  established.  There  appears  to  bo  no 
good  ground  for  believing  that  they  live  in  the  air  and  are 
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carried  from  place  to  place  by  winds  ;  but  it  is  not  UDreason- 
able  to  conclude  that  they  may  live  in  air  long  enough  to  !» 
carried  with  duat  on  clolhiDg  or  upon  the  person,  from  one 
sick-room  to  another,  or  from  the  eick-room  to  the  kitchen, 
or  to  be  blown  about  a  yard  where  slope  from  a  sick-room 
have  been  thrown,  or  blown  into  the  windows  of  a  eleeping- 
room  with  the  dust  from  a  privy  unfortunately  near. 

Cases  following  one  auother  in  the  same  house  have  been 
more  readily  explained  by  such  communication  than  by  the 
milk  or  drinking  water  obtained  from  the  same  source  as 
that  used  by  neighbors  who  were  not  alHicted. 

Milk  has  been  regarded  as  an  excellent  food  for  the  typhoid 
bacillus.  When  sterilized  by  heat  so  that  all  other  bacteria 
are  killed,  the  typhoid  bacilli  added  to  it  have  been  foinid  to 
increase  one  thousand-fold  in  twenty-four  hours.  Recent 
experiments  by  the  Board  have  shown  an  increase  of  seventy- 
fold  in  sterilized  milk;  but  in  milk  received  from  a  milk 
wagon  on  the  street  a  certain  number  nf  the  typhoid  bacillua 
added  did  not  increase  but  rather  decreased  ;  and  when  added 
to  milk  drawn  directly  from  the  cow,  either  in  the  usual  way 
of  milking  or  through  a  sterilized  tube,  there  was  no  marked 
change  in  the  number  in  eight  hours,  and  little  if  any  increase 
in  twenty-four  hours.  Many  cases  of  prevailing  typhoid 
fever  in  cities  have  been  limited  to  a  single  milk  route  and 
typhoid  fever  has  been  found  to  have  been  at  the  farm  whence 
the  milk  was  brought. 

Id  some  cases  the  communication  appeared  to  be  through 
water  from  a  well  polluted  by  soakings  from  a  privy  where 
dejecta  from  a  typhoid  patient  had  been  deposited.  But  the 
method  of  communication  has  not  been  determined  witii 
certainty. 

Drinking  water  has  many  times  l)een  proven  to  be  the 
medium  by  which  typhoid  fever  has  been  communicated. 
Many  marked  cases  have  been  recorded  in  this  country 
and  in  Europe  but  the  present  object  is  not  to  repeat  what 
is  already  known  but  to  present  the  results  of  a  study  of 
the  intluence  of  ihe  water  supplies  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts upon  Ihe  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  highest  deaih-ratea  by  typhoid  fever  in  the  State  ore 
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not  in  the  cities,  but  are  in  the  towns  that  depend  for  water 
"  upon  wells.  The  five  towns  highest  on  the  list,  for  the  past 
eighteen  years,  have  an  average  denth-rate  of  12.82  per  year 
for  each  10,000  inhabitants  ;  while  the  five  cities  having  the 
highest  death-rate  by  typhoid  fever,  in  the  past  twelve  years, 
average  7.65  per  10,000,  and  the  average  for  all  of  the  cities 
of  the  State,  in  the  same  time,  has  been  4.62. 

The  town  which  had  the  highest  death-rate  from  typhoid 
fever  in  the  State  was  Ware,  In  the  fifteen  years  previous 
to  1886  the  average  number  of  deaths  by  this  disease  in 
10,000  inhabitants  was  16.5.  In  1886  this  town  introduced 
a  supply  of  water  and  in  the  years  since,  although  the  water 
has  not  yet  come  to  be  generally  used,  the  number  of  deaths 
bus  fallen  to  6.9,  or  four-tenths  as  many  as  previously. 

Improvement  is  not  limited  to  those  communities  where 
the  prevailing  death-rate  was  high,  as  illustrated  by  the 
city  of  Newburyport,  which  used  well  water  until  1881, 
when  water  was  brought  into  the  city  from  springs.  In  the 
nine  years  previous  to  the  introduction  of  spring  water  the 
number  of  deaths  yearly  by  typhoid  fever  per  10,000  inhabi- 
tants was  4.55.  In  the  seven  years  since  the  introduction  of 
pure  water  the  number  of  deaths  per  10,000  has  been  only 
2.07,  or  less  than  half  as  many  as  previously. 

The  general  decrease  in  deaths  by  typhoid  fever,  resulting 
from  abandoning  wells  aud  introducing  a  public  water  supply, 
will  be  presented  later. 

Typhoid  fever  is  properly  regarded  as  a  preventable  dis- 
ease, and  in  considering  the  following  facts  we  must  conclude 
that  some  of  our  communities  have  responsibilities  that  can- 
not l>e  ignored  in  preventing  yearly  ihe  death  of  many  people 
scattered  through  all  classes  of  societj'. 

That  this  is  to  a  great  extent  a  preventable  disease  is 
shown  by  these  general  facts :  Twenty-five  years  ago  the 
average  number  of  deaths  by  typhoid  fever  in  10,000  inhabi- 
tants in  the  places  which  are  now  cities  in  this  State  was 
7.8 ;  the  number  now  dying  yearly  from  this  disease  in  the 
same  places  is  4.6  in  10,000  inhabitants.  In  fact,  the  actual 
number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  twenty-five  years  ago  in 
these  places,  when  their  population  was  only  six-tenths  as 
much  as  at  present,  was  as  great  as  it  is  now  ;  and  if  meae- 
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ures  for  its  prevention  had  not  been  taken,  and  the  death- 
rate  had  continued  ap  it  was  twenty-five  years  ago,  we  shoulc) 
now  have  1,000  deaths  yearly,  when  the  actual  number  in  the 
cities  is  about  600. 

With  the  usual  number  of  600  deaths  in  a  year,  id  all  of 
the  cities  of  the  State  having  a  population  of  one  millioD 
and  one-third,  we  find  that  two  of  the  cities  having  together 
less  than  one-tenth  of  the  population  have,  in  the  twelve 
months  ending  April  1,  18111,  had  more  than  one-third  as 
many  deaths  as  all  usually  have  in  a  year.  The  city  of 
Lowell,  with  a  population  of  7?i,000,  had,  in  the  twelve 
months  mentioucd,  150  deaths  from  tbts  disease,  and  the  city 
of  Lawrence,  with  45,000  inhabitants,  had  78  deaths.  These 
two  cities  had  K^  more  deaths  from  this  disease,  in  the  twelve 
months,  than  the  city  of  Boston  with  four  times  the  popu- 
lation. 

If  these  two  cities  had  had  only  as  many  deaths  as  the 
average  of  the  city  population,  the  uumlrer  would  have  been 
36  in  Lowell  and  21  in  Lawrence.  There  were  in  Lowell,  in 
oue  year,  114  more  deaths  and  in  Lawrence  57  more  deaths 
by  this  disease  than  in  the  usual  average  of  the  same  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  in  the  cities  of  the  State. 

In  November,  1890,  finding  the  number  of  deaths  by 
typhoid  fever  in  Lowell,  iu  that  mouth,  was  far  exceeding 
that  ot  the  whole  city  of  Boston,  the  State  Board  of  Health 
instituted  inquiries  as  to  the  cause,  and  soon  finding  that  the 
death-rates  from  this  disease  were  also  rapidly  increasing  in 
Lawrence,  with  no  similar  increase  in  other  cities  of  tbe 
State,  these  two  cities  were  made  the  subject  of  especial 
study  by  the  Board. 

The  most  probable  cause  of  such  an  epidemie  was  thought 
to  be  the  contamination  by  the  typhoid  bacillus  of  the  milk 
supply  or  of  the  water  supply. 

By  carefully  plotting  upon  maps  of  the  cities  the  residence 
of  all  cases  reported  to  the  local  board  of  health,  together 
with  the  deaths,  the  distribution,  though  not  even  over  the 
whole  city  nor  strictly  proportioned  to  the  density  of  popu- 
lation, WHS  so  general  that  it  could  not  he  attributed  to 
possible  cases  of  typhoid  fever  at  two  or  three  of  the  large 
number  of  farms  that  supplied  milk  to  the  one  hundred  or 
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two  hundred  milkmen  who  distributed  milk  through  the 
territory  where  the  cases  of  disease  were  found. 

On  the  other  hnnd  the  cases  found  in  Lawrence  were  all 
within  the  territory  supplied  with  water  from  the  city  water 
works,  and  several  of  the  cases  were  in  the  thinly  settled 
and  apparently  very  healthy  portions  of  the  city,  near  the 
outer  limits  of  the  water  pipes. 

In  Lowell  the  cases  were  very  generally  distributed 
throughout  the  territory,  the  numbers  following  nearly  the 
density  of  the  population. 

These  conditions  and  the  discovery  of  a  probable  cause  of 
the  Gontaminalion  of  the  Lowell  water  supply  by  faices  o( 
typhoid  patients  discharged  into  Stony  Brook  only  three 
miles  up  stream  from  the  intake  of  the  Lowell  water  works, 
followed  in  a  few  weeks  by  the  very  rapid  increase  in  the 
number  of  deaths  by  typhoid  fever  in  Lowell ;  and  these 
deaths  followed  in  about  six  weeks  by  an  alarming  increase 
in  the  number  of  deaths  in  Lawrence,  whose  water  supply  is 
drawn  from  the  Merrimack  River,  nine  miles  down  stream 
from  where  the  Lowell  sewage  enters  the  river;  and  the 
further  discovery  in  December  of  typhoid-fever  germs  in 
water  from  the  service  pipes  of  the  city  of  Lawrence,  induced 
the  Board  to  send  to  the  mayor  of  Lawrence  the  following 
advice  :  — 


Stat 


I,  Jan.  to.  ISei. 


Hon.  Lewis  P.  Colli-js,  Mayor  of  Lawrence. 

Deak  Siu: — TiiG  State  Board  of  Health  has  been  engaged 
many  weeks  in  seeking  the  cause  of  the  prevalenoe  of  typhoid 
fever  in  Lawrence;  and,  although  the  investigation  is  not  com- 
pleted, the  facts  obtHiincd  poiut  so  strongly  to  the  city  water  as 
being  one  importaQl  cause  that  the  Board  feels  warranted  in 
warning  the  citizeus  not  to  use  it  for  drinking  until  after  it  has 
been  boiled  at  least  fifteen  minutes;  and  that  when  boiled  it 
should  not  be  cooled  by  putting  into  it  ice  obtained  from  the  river 
this  winter.  This  precaution  should  be  continued  as  long  as 
typhoid  fever  prevails  in  Lowell. 


Very  respectfully, 


HiKAM  F.  Alti.LS, 

Chairman  ComtuiKee  on  IVnler  Supply  and 
Sewerage  of  Slate  Bwtrd  of  JJcallh. 
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On  tbe  eame  day  a  gimilar  letter  was  mailed  to  Hon.  Geo. 
W.  Fifield,  mayor  of  Lowell,  in  regard  to  the  relation  of 
the  Merrimack  Kiver  water  to  typhoid  fever  in  Lowell,  with 
the  aiime  warning. 

As  resort  was  had  to  wells  in  Lawrence  the  mayor  wul 
notified  of  those  wells,  used  in  part  by  the  public,  which  the 
cbemista  of  the  Board  regarded  unsafe  to  use  on  account  of 
pollution  by  sewage ;  and  different  sources  were  selected 
from  which  water  of  good  quality  could  bo  distributed  to  tha 
schools. 

Whenever  the  Board  was  notified  that  wells  in  the  dt] 
were  used  by  more  than  one  family  the  water  was  analyzed'' 
without  charge,  and  the  users  were  informed  whether  it  w*a 
suitable  to  drink  or  not. 

In  the  latter  pait  of  January,  1891,  the  mayor  of  Law- 
rence requested  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Water 
Supply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  meet  the  city  com- 
mittee on  water  works  and  others  in  the  discussion  of  ques- 
tions concerning  the  city's  water  supply,  and  received  tha 
following  response :  — 


3d 

'1 
1 


Hon.  Lewis  P.  Cuiajus,  Mai/or  of  Lawrcnix. 

Dear  Sik  :  —  I  have  received  your  invitation  to  represent  thai 
State  Board  of  Health  in  &  meeting  with  the  city  committee  on  n 
works  and  others,  at  an  early  day,  lo  discass  the  queations  that  n 
arise  coDcernJDg  the  city's  water  supply. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  is  required  to  oonsnlt  with  sad  adviaa^ 
the  authorities  of  cities  intending  to  introdiioe  a  system  of  water 
supply  aa  to  the  most  appropriate  source  of  supply  lutd  the  besi 
practicable  method  of  assuring  the  purity  thereof ;  and  soch  cities 
are  required  to  submit  to  the  Boanl.  for  its  advice,  outlines  of  tlieir 
proposed  plans  iu  relation  to  a  water  supply :  and  its  recommeoda- 
tiODS  and  advice  must  accompany  auy  petition  the  dty  may  n 
to  the  legislature  for  authority  to  introduce  a  supply. 

The  method  of  the  Board,  after  receiving  the  plans  of  Uke  d^,  1 
to  have  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings  made  a  special  stody  by  t|| 
own  engineers,  looking  to  tb«  city  to  supply  local  facts  «nd  i 
toake  the  desired  iuv^stigatioD^  of  localities.  The  report  of  I 
engineers  of  the  Board  is  tbeo  considered  by  Ibe  eomtiutlee  li 
tbm  Mbject  in  charge,  aod  ooadastoBS  »n  retHiounendcd  to  I 
Boanl  for  its  adoptioa. 
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I  will  see  that  no  one  can  be  authorized  to  represent  the 
Board  upon  aoy  case  before  its  investigations  bave  been  made,  and 
you  will  recognize  tlie  impropriety  ot  any  member  of  the  Boai-d 
recommending  any  one  system,  before  investigation,  when  all  of 
the  systems  which  tbe  city  may  present  are  lo  come  before  him  for 
judgment. 

The  Board  is,  however,  desirous  of  aiding  you  in  every  way, 
and  as  it  has  already  considered  some  of  the  points  which  will 
come  before  you,  I  will  present  some  of  the  facts  which  have  been 
collected  in  anticipation  of  your  call  for  advice. 

Typhoid  fever  ia  one  of  the  preventable  diseases  and,  in  con- 
sidering steps  to  be  taken  for  its  future  prevention,  the  question  of 
first  importance  is  whether  the  cause  of  the  prevailing  sickness  is 
temporary  and  exceptional,  or  continues  from  year  to  year. 

From  the  registration  reports  we  find  that  for  the  twelve  years 
from  1878  to  1S89  the  yearly  average  number  of  deaths  from 
typhoid  fever  in  all  of  the  places  in  the  State  which  are  now  cities 
has  been  4.G2  deaths  for  each  10,000  inhabitants. 

The  number  of  such  deaths  in  each  of  the  cities  may  be  found  in 
the  following  table  :  — 

Avernge  Kumber  of  Dealka  in  the  Cities  of  Massaehusctln  hy  Typhoiil 
Fever  per  Year  for  each  10,000  Inhabilunis  for  Ihe  Tivdve  i'ears 
1878  to  1889. 

Brockton,     ....    4.01 

Lynn 3.87 

New  Bedford.       .        .        .    3.80 
Newton,        ,        .        .        .3.65 

Maiden 8.51 

Worcester 3.33 

Newburyport,       ,  ,    3.25 

Cambridjfe,  ....    3.23 
Gloucester,  ....    3.23 

Fitchburg 3.16 

Wobum,  ....  2.95 
Somerville,  ,  .  .  ,  2.95 
Chelsea,  .  .  .  2.B9 
Wahham,  .  .  .  ,  2.42 
All  of  the  cities, 4.fi2 


Holyoke,      .       . 

.    8.93 

Lowell, 

.    7.05 

Fall  River,    . 
Springfield.  . 

.  6.32 
.    5.29 

Fittsfield,      . 

Marlbnrgugh. 
Salem,  . 

.  4.59 
.     4.55 

Northampton, 

.     4.04 

p.  In  this  period  of  twelve  years  Lawrence  stands  nest  to  the 
highest,  with  a  yearly  death-rate,  from  this  cause,  of  8.33  per 
10,000,  and  Lowell  follows  nest  with  7.63. 

There  are  four  cities  larger  thatf  Lawrence,  viz. ;  Boston, 
Worcester,  Cambridge  and  Lynn,  whose  yearly  death-rate  from 
typhoid  fever  averaged  S.91  per  10,000,  or  lees  than  one-half  that 


of  Lawrence,  and  the  deatb-iatc  from  tliis  disease  in  Lnwrcnce 
was  nearly  douMe  that  of  the  average  of  tlie  cities  of  the  State. 

TUe  deaths  of  the  past  year  me  not  included,  in  oi-der  that  we 
may  see  the  relative  [msition  of  Lawrence  ia  ordinary  yeara. 

Turoiag  again  to  the  tables,  to  see  if  the  coadition  of  Law- 
reoce  is  improving  or  deteriorating,  we  find  the  following  average 
death-rates  from  typhoid  fever  per  10,01)0  liviug,  for  the  fonr 
years  1880  to  188!):  — 


Lowell, 
Fall  River, . 
Iloljoke. 


10.30 
9.S6 
B.40 
(i.l3 


Chiuopee,    ....      S.06 


Haverhill 4.98 

Boston 4.05 

Cambridge,         .        .        .  3.80 

Woreester,  ■        -  .  ;t.ll 

Lynn 2.SI 


The  average  for  all  ot  the  cities  in  these  four  years  was  4.59, 

Here  we  Rml  Lawrence  in  these  four  years  (next  previous  to 
and  not  including  the  last  year)  with  the  greatest  death-rate  from 
typhoid  fever  of  any  city  in  the  State,  amounting  to  10. .10  deaths 
yearly  for  each  10,000  inliabitante,  followed  closely  by  I^owell  with 
9.55,  and  then  by  Fall  River  with  less  than  two-thirds  as  many. 

Lawrence  here  has  more  than  three  times  as  many  deatlis  by 
this  disoaee,  for  the  same  number  of  inhabitants,  as  the  average 
of  the  four  lai^er  cities  of  Boston,  Cambridge,  Worcester  and 
Lynn,  and  more  liian  twice  the  average  of  the  cities  of  the  State. 

It  is  to  be  noticed  that  the  five  cities  having  the  highest  death- 
rate  from  this  disease  are  manufacturing  cities,  and  there  may  be 
reason  in  attnbnting  a  part  of  the  cause  to  the  mode  of  life  in  sueli 
cities,  being  poorly  adapU'd  to  care  in  sickness ;  but  on  the  other 
hand  it  may  be  seen  by  the  last  report  of  the  Board,  page  39.3,  tliU 
the  mortality- rates  of  Lawrence,  since  it  became  a  city,  compsre 
favorably  with  the  raortality-ratcs  of  the  city  population  of  the 
State  taken  as  a.  whole. 

The  diseases  in  which  the  death-rate  of  Lawrence  especially 
exceeds  that  of  other  cities  aie  typhoid  fever  and  diarrhfeal  dis- 
eases, both  of  which  are  regarded  as  especially  dependent  opon 
the  water  used  for  drinking. 

Comparing  these  mannracturing  cities  we  find  there  are  twooty 
more  deaths  by  typhoid  fever,  each  year,  in  Lawrence  than  ia  tbe 
same  number  of  inhabitants  in  Kail  River ;  and  in  Lowell  the  con- 
dition is  but  little  better  than  in  Lawri-nce. 

These  two  cities,  Lowell  and  Lawrence,  both  well  Bituated,  well 
regulated  and  comparing  favorably  for  general  bealthfulnoss  witll 
other  cities  in  the  State,  have  tlfty  per  cent,  more  deaths  by 
typboid  fever,  for  the  same  population,  tluui  any  other  cities  in 
the  Slate. 
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These  are  the  only  two  cities  in    tbe    Stfttc  which    draw  t 
water  for  ririnkiiig  from  a  river,  into  which,  within  twenty  miM 
above,  sewage  la  publicly  discharged. 

Within  nine  miles  above  the  Lawrence  water  works  are  the 
Lowell  sewers,  and  within  nine  miles  of  the  Lowell  water  works  is 
the  State  line,  with  the  city  of  Nashua  five  miles  beyond.  Sewt^e 
from  towns  in  Massachusetts  on  the  Nashua  River  is  freely  turued 
into  New  Hampshire,  aud  thence  into  the  Merrimack  River ;  and 
sewage  from  nearly  one-half  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire 
enters  by  the  Itlerrimack  River  and  Qows  through  Massachusetts, 
past  the  cities  of  Lowell  and  Lawrence.  Having  no  means  of 
checking  the  entrance  of  the  latter  pollution  was  probably  the 
controlling  reason  why  the  Commonwealth  in  187s  —  sis  years 
after  granting  to  the  city  of  Lawrence  the  right  to  introduce  its 
water  for  drinking  —  by  special  btatute  made  this  river  a  free 
receptacle  for  sewage. 

The  amount  of  sewage  that  has  directly  entered  the  river  and 
its  branches  during  the  chemical  esaminatioas  of  the  past  three 
years  is  estimated  to  be  about  one  gallon  in  six  hundred  gallons  of 
the  river  water  passing  Lawrence,  and  there  has  been  no  more 
impurity  in  the  water  that  could  be  detected  by  chemical  analysis 
than  in  about  one-half  of  the  drinking  water  supplies  of  the  State 
obtained  from  ponds  and  streams ;  but  the  facta  which  have  been 
presented  showing  that  these  two  cities  have  so  much  higher  death- 
rate  from  typhoid  fever  than  any  other  cities  of  the  State,  together 
with  what  is  known  of  the  relation  of  typhoid  fever  to  sewage- 
polluted  drinking  water,  are  the  strongest  grounds  for  concluding 
that  even  with  the  small  amount  of  organic  impurity  in  the  water, 
as  Bhowu  by  chemical  analysis,  the  disease  germs  of  this  disease 
are  able  to  pass  and  do  pass  from  one  city  to  the  other  in  tbe 
water  of  this  river. 

Yon  desired  to  know  if  the  water  could  be  purified  by  filtration. 
It  would  be  essential  in  this  cose  that  the  germs  of  this  and  other 
diseases  should  be  destroyed  by  the  process  of  filtration.  Of  the 
many  Biters  which  the  State  Board  of  Health  has  experimented 
with  there  is  one  which  has  filtered  daily  for  three  years  at  the 
rate  of  about  300, UOO  gallons  per  acre  per  day,  aud  It  is  believed 
that  no  bacteria  liavc  sur%'Lved  the  passage  through  it.  Such  a 
filter  would  have  to  cover  an  area  of  ten  acres  to  purify  tbe 
3,000,000  gallons  daily  required  for  Lawrence. 

Of  the  more  rapid  fillers  the  Board  has  not  yet  found  one,  used 
either  witli  or  without  alum,  that  removed  all  the  bacteria. 

It  is  evident  that  there  will  be  dilflculty  in  finding  near  Law- 
rence a  new  source  of  supply  suliicieotly  abundant  for  all  pur- 
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YJikf^.  xtA  so  i\^±fjA  *i  to  ?.^  ia  tat  fntsrt  asSckiifiiT  pore  for 
^r.Zk'a'.T.^.  .S<:<::.  &  ftOGrt^  vocld  b«  pr&f«nbi«  to  &bt  ociker  aad 
!ih/>r»;fi  r^  vy:^;.t :  hr:^  If  :t  c^caoC  be  o(i<aio«d  visbcos  too  jcreat 
^x^rj^.  :t  wLi.  r>^  v^U  to  coo-vJier  uhd  hAve  def  Bite  catzzBates  of 
cr>tt  rr.^]<ir  for  &  §j*Urrc:  Inlrodzcing  pore  spring  vster.  to  be  di»- 
Xn\r:x*^  ovrr  tL^  citj  in  &  &epanUe  srstem  of  snull  pipes,  to  be 
QA^d  «rzf:\tiis:v*:lj  for  cooking  and  drinking:  thos  leAving  tbe 
prf-vrbt  ir^;;.^tabiiabed  sTstem  of  wmier  works  to  be  osed  for  all 
oth^r  xt'i^^riKn^  iDcIuding  tae  extinguishing  of  fires,  all  boslness 
arid  man rjfa/^rta ring  purposes,  watering  of  streets  and  gardens,  and 
do;r.^»tic  pnq^oses  except  cooking  and  drinking. 

The  ^jrjantitr  re^^uired  of  pare  water  would  probaUj  not  exceed 
five  fier  cent,  of  tbe  foil  qoantity  for  all  purposes,  and  it  is  qaite 
prolinble  that  a  tract  of  land,  within  reasonable  distance  from  the 
city,  rrjav  \ffz  found  which  will  supply  this  quantity  of  water  and  which 
can  \t«:  cmtroUed  b^'  the  city  and  kept  free  from  future  pollution. 

That  you  may  have  definite  knowledge  of  the  relation  of  typhoid 
ii'.\e.T  Uf  drinking  water  I  present  the  following  experience  of  the 
citieH  of  this  State. 

More  than  one-half  of  the  cities  of  the  State  had  public  water 
supplies  introduced  within  the  years  from  1869  to  1877.  In  the 
table  1k;1ow  are  given  the  number  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever 
yearly  in  10,000  inhabitants,  in  each  of  the  cities  introducing  water 
in  thr;  aU^ve  f>eriwl,  for  the  ten  ^-ears  previous  to  the  period  and 
for  the  twelve  years  following  it :  — 


1     jr.'* 

it 

hi 

-   C  3 

*- 5  a  •  * 

> 

^^ 

> 

— 

Jlolyokf G.73 

1873 

8.93 

133 

Law rr  riff', 

.  ,      8.:U 

187.^ 

8.33 

100 

Lowi'll,  . 

.  ;     G.ir, 

1872 

7.63 

124 

Kail  KivfT, 

7.78 

1874 

6 .  32 

XI 

Sprirj;rri'*l<l,    . 

ti .  G7 

1875 

5.29 

55 

Tainitori, 

j       G.12 

187G 

5.U2 

82 

Norlliaiiif>ton, 

.  '     10. 9H 

1871 

4.04 

37 

Lynn 

New  Hi'ijfonl, 

i)J)C) 

1871 

3.87 

43 

7.77 

18G9 

3.80 

49 

N«'wlr»ri,. 

G..07 

187G 

3.65 

r^iy 

Maiden,  . 

8.04  1 

1870 

3.54 

44 

FitclilMiri^, 

10.59 

1872 

3.16 

30 

Wohurn, 

8.21)  ' 

1873 

2 .  95 

36 

Sonnjrvilh?,     . 

4.28 

1867 

2.95 

69 

OhflsiMi, . 

5.97 

1867 

2.89 

48 

Wnlthanj, 

8.12  '• 

i 

1873 

2.42 

30 
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Of  these  sixteen  cities  all  but  tbree  liad  less  typlioid  fevei-  after 
introducing  public  water  supplies  than  before  ;  and  their  average 
number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  was  less  than  one-balf  of  the 
number  of  deaths  when  they  used  water  from  wells. 

The  tbree  exceptional  cities  are  Holyoke.  Lawrence  and  Lowell, 
whose  death-rate  from  typhoid  fever  in  tbe  above  period,  since  the 
introduction  of  water,  hoe  not  been  less  than  previously. 

Holyoke,  though  receiving  water  from  an  outside  source  for 
general  use,  has  used,  to  some  extent  in  tbe  mills,  water  from  the 
canals  filtered  tbrongh  gravel  beds  in  the  bottom  of  the  canal,  or 
through  some  of  the  rapid  lilters  used  by  paper  mills.  No  investi- 
gatiouB  have  yet  been  made  to  learn  whether  ttie  people  using  the 
canal  water  in  this  way  are  more  afflicted  with  typhoid  fever  than 
others,  and  it  is  a  fact  that  during  the  past  five  yeare,  since  the 
canal  water  has  been  more  carefully  filtered  than  formerly,  tbe 
deatli-r.ite  in  Holyoke  from  this  disease,  though  still  bigb,  is  lower 
than  in  previona  yeara. 

The  continued  bigb  death-rate  from  this  disease  in  Lawrence  and 
Lowell,  which,  as  before  stated,  has,  in  the  four  years  previous  to 
the  last,  pnt  them  far  beyond  all  of  the  other  cities  of  the  State, 
must,  iu  large  measure,  in  tlio  light  of  the  experience  of  tbe  other 
cities,  be  attributed  to  tlie  polluted  water  supply-  And  the 
experience  of  the  otliers  gives  promise  that,  with  a  pure  water 
supply,  the  death-rate  by  this  disease  may  be  reduced  by  one-half. 

Respectfully  yours, 

HiitAM  F.  Mills, 

Chairman  Cmniniltce  on  Water  Supply  of 
Stale  Board  of  Beam. 


Since  the  above  letter  was  sent  to  tbo  mayor  of  Lawrence 
more  extended  inquiry  has  been  made  of  the  conditions  at 
Holyoke.  From  examinatioDs  made  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Board  and  from  a  very  elaborate  report  made  by  Mr.  Geo. 
V.  McLaiithlin  it  appears  that  one  of  the  main  sewers  of  the 
city  discharges  into  the  river  a  short  distance  above  the 
entrance  to  the  upper  canal ;  nearly  alt  of  the  sewajje  from 
the  factories  enters  the  canals  directly,  and  the  water  used 
for  drinking  in  the  factories  is  from  three  sources,  viz. : 
the  public  water  supply,  which  has  very  slight  liability  of 
being  contaminated  ;  water  from  the  canals  either  direct  or 
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after  pa^siag  throu;?h  rapid  filter?,  and  water  Crom  welU  in 
the  fa/:torv  vard«  which  comes  indireetlr  from  the  canals  and 
U  partially  filtered  by  flowing  through  the  ground.  The  last 
fiource  appears  to  \je  the  one  most  commonly  used  in  the 
factories  io  summer  because  the  water  is  cooler  than  the  citv 
watfrr ;  and  for  the  ^ame  reai»on  water  from  the  canaU  either 
directly  or  after  pa^sin^  through  rapid  filters,  is  used  in 
manv  of  the  mills  io  winter. 

By  comparing  the  death-rates  by  typhoid  fever  among 
those  of  diflereot  occupations  in  Holyoke  the  remarkable 
result  is  brouorbt  out  that  for  the  last  three  Tears  the  death- 
rates  from  this  disease  among  those  employed  in  mills  which 
use  canal  water  for  any  purpose  averaged  more  than  three 
times  a-)  high  as  among  all  other  persons. 

The  very  high  death-rates  by  typhoid  fever  of  17  and  24 
f)er  10,000  in  1881  and  18>52,  when  included  in  an  average, 
place  Holyoke  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  Massachusetts  cities 
having  the  greatest  mortality  from  this  disease,  but  the  aver- 
age for  the  past  eight  years  places  it  below  two  other  cities 
and  shows  that  it  is  having  about  fifty  per  cent,  more  deaths 
from  this  disease  than  the  average  of  the  same  city  popula- 
tion. 

The  cause  of  the  epidemic  of  1881  and  1882  has  been 
8ou;:rht,  but  without  satisfactory  result.  Inquiry  was  limited 
in  part  by  the  fact  that  the  detailed  death  returns  of  those 
years  have  been  destroyed,  but  enough  data  have  been  col- 
lected to  .-jliow  that  it  was  almost  wholly  an  epidemic  among 
mill  operatives. 

Whihf  Mr.  McLauthlin  was  making  his  examination  in 
Holyoke,  the  local  board  of  health,  having  been  notified  by 
Profcsr>or  Sedgwick,  the  bacteriologist  of  the  State  Board, 
of  the  practice  of  drinking  canal  water  in  the  mills  and  the 
danjrcrs  attcndini^  it,  engaged  Mr.  ilcLauthlin  to  have 
warnin<j:s  attached  to  all  of  the  canal  water  faucets  in  the 
mills.  This  required  237  brass  clamps  on  which  was  stamped, 
*'  Canal.  Do  not  drink.*'  Other  outlets  were  provided  with 
1<]9  brass  plates  having  the  same  advice.  Similar  warnings 
printed  on  i)lacards,  in  English  and  French,  to  the  number 
of  2<jO,  were  posted  where  canal  water  was  accessible. 


The  Milk  Supply  of  Lawrence. 

If  the  epidemic  in  Lawrence  had  originated  in  k  contami- 
nated milk  supply  we  should  expect  to  find  typhoid  fever 
prevailing  at  many  of  the  farms  from  which  the  milk  was 
brought. 

In  order  to  determine  whether  typhoid  fever  existed  at 
any  of  the  farms  from  which  milit  brought  into  Lawrence 
was  obtained,  the  Board  engaged  the  inspector  of  milk  of 
Lawrence,  Mr.  P.  H.  Donoghue,  to  lenrn  from  each  milk- 
man the  farms  from  which  he  obUiined  milk  and  to  learn 
from  various  sources  if  tliere  were  any  cases  of  sickness  at 
any  of  these  farms.  One  hundred  and  eleven  milkmen  were 
examined  who  brought  milk  from  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  farms. 

Three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  reported  ;  two  of  them 
were  found  by  the  secretary  of  the  Board,  upon  consultation 
with  the  physicians  who  attended  the  patients,  to  be  other 
diseases  than  typhoid  fever.  One  only  proved  to  be  this 
disease,  and  this  one  was  of  a  man  who  collected  swill  in 
Lawrence  and  was  taken  ill  Dec.  20, 1890,  when  the  epidemic 
was  at  its  height  in  Lawrence,  and  the  disease  was  probably 
contracted  there.  From  careful  inquiry  by  the  secretary  of 
the  physicians  in  the  towns  surrounding  Lawrence,  he  con- 
cluded that  the  above  was  the  only  case  of  typhoid  fever  upon 
a  milk  farm  supplying  milk  to  Lawrence  in  1890. 

These  results,  in  connection  with  the  statements  pre- 
viously made,  show  conclusively  that  the  epidemic  in  Law- 
rence was  not  caused  by  a  contaminated  milk  supply. 

Deaths  in  Boston,  Lowell  and  Lawuknce. 

General  statements  have  been  made  of  the  relulive  number 
of  deaths  by  typhoid  fever  in  Boston,  Lowell  and  Lawrence 
in  the  twelve  mouths,  including  the  epidemic  in  the  two  latter 
cities.  Additional  information  may  be  obtained  by  consider- 
ing the  deaths  in  these  cities  from  this  disease  month  by 
month  in  the  past  two  years. 

The  actual  numbers  of  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  each 
of  these  cities  in  each  month  of  the  past  two  years  are  given 
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in  the  following  table,  together  with  the  population  in  1890 
and  the  number  of  deaths  in  100,000  inhabitants  :  — 


Population  in  1890, 


U08TOX. 


437,245 


IX>WBLL. 


77,e05 


LAwmsxcB. 


44,569 


June, 

July,       . 

AuguAt,  . 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

January, 

February, 

March,    . 

April,     . 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August,  . 

September, 

October, 

Novi-mber, 

December, 

January, 
February, 
March,    . 
April,      . 
May, 


1M80. 


l»0O. 


lAOl. 


»«•"»•  ilSIS)!!!': 


12 
17 
S5 
33 
23 
17 
13 

7 
5 

7 

7 

7 

8 

9 

20 

27 

20 

19 

19 

8 

4 

11 

9 

8 


2.75 
3.88 
8.01 
7.55 
5.20 
8.88 
2.97 


o^i'T^'lST 


3 
1 

5 
7 
3 
8 
9 


3.87 

1.29    ; 

6.44 

9.02 

3.87 
10.31     i 
11.60 


!>-«»»•  '1SSX' 


5 
3 

3 

>* 
I 

4 

8 
6 


11.22 
6.73 
6.73 

15.71 
8.9S 
6. 73 

13.46 


1.60 

5 

6.44  : 

m 
1 

15.71 

1.15 

« 

7.73  [ 

m 
1 

15.71 

1.60  i 

4 

5.16  j 

3 

6.73 

1.60  : 

6 

7.73  j 

4 

8.93 

1.60 

7 

9.02 

0 

0 

1.83 

9 

11.60 

4 

8.9S 

2.06 

6 

7.73 

1 

2.24 

4.58 

1 

9.02 

1 

2.24 

6.18 

8 

10.31 

3 

6.73 

4.58 

10 

12.88 

3 

6.73 

4.34 

28 

86.08   1 

1 

15.71 

4.34 

26 

33.51   ■ 

19 

42.64 

1.S3 

19 

24.48 

19 

42.1)4 

.91 

14 

18.02 

11 

24.69 

2.51 

10 

12.88 

6 

13.46 

2.06 

6 

7.73 

3 

6.73 

1.83 

4 

5.15   ' 

2 

4.49 

The  same  data  are  presented  graphically  in  the  following 


diagrams :  — 
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t/liitu-cLl  numhtn   of    Oeatha  from  Typhoid  Fever 
in  each  month    tn  Sogton .  Louiell  and  Letwrenc* 
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The  highest  death-rates  fi'om  typhoid  fever  in  the  State 
are,  \o  genernl,  in  the  months  of  September  and  October, 
August  and  November  being  a  little  below  the  highest.  The 
death-rates  in  Lowell  and  Lawrence  are,  in  these  months,  as 
high  as  in  the  other  cities  ;  but  in  these  two  years  theae  are 
followed  in  Lowell  by  still  higher  death-rates  in  November 
and  December,  and  in  Lawrence  by  maximum  rates  in  D»> 
cember,  January  and  Febninry.  Lowell's  niaximuni  is  at 
the  time  when  it  would  exist  if  resulting  from  prevalence 
of  the  disease  in  other  towns  having  the  maximum  at  the 
QBual  time ;  and  the  maximum  of  Lawrence  is  when  other 
cities  are  nearly  at  their  minimum,  and  follows  a  month 
or  two  after  Lowell,  as  it  would  if  resulting  from  preva- 
lence of  the  disease  iu  Lowell.  But  we  are  not  limited  to 
8o  general  a  view  in  the  case  of  the  epidemic  of  1890-9L 
In  this  case  the  Board  found  that  in  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  Octolier  there  were  four  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  about  three  miles  up  the  river  from  the  intake  of  the 
Lowell  water  worlis,  whose  dejecta  are  known  to  have  gone 
into  Stony  Brook  a  short  distance  above  its  entrance  into 
Merrimack  River.  Previous  to  this  time  the  monthly  deaths 
from  typhoid  fever  in  Lowell  had  been  7.  In  September 
the  number  of  deaths  was  S,  iu  October  10,  and  in  Novem- 
ber 28,  followed  in  December  by  2(!,  in  January  by  1!),  and 
in  February  by  14.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  in  tlie  six 
months  was  greater  than  the  number  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
and  the  average  death-rate  was  six  times  as  great. 

The  cft'ect  of  each  of  the  several  pnlhitioas  of  the  water  at 
Stony  Brook  by  the  dejecta  of  typhoid-fever  patients  has 
been  carefully  traced  iu  the  increase  of  cases  of  sickness  ID 
Lowell  by  Prof.  William  T.  Sedgwick,  and  published  in 
"  A  Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Water  Supply 
of  Lowell,  Mass.,"  presented  to  the  water  board  of  Lowell 
April  10,  lb91.    Professor  Sedgwick  concludes  as  follows  :  — 

From  prolonged  piTSonal  investigation  of  tlie  detailed  history  of 
the  Stony  Itrook  caaes;  from  their  UDmietakable  relations  to  the 
epi(I(!mic,  which  are  well  shown  upon  the  several  diagruina  ;  nad  In 
the  total  absence  of  any  othi^r  known  or  probable  cause.  I  am  coB- 
vinced  that  the  iDtection  of  Stony  Brook  and  the  Merrimack  River 
by  these  cases  was  the  priucipal  cause  of  the  epiilcmic  of  ^b(M 
fever  in  Lowell  (and  indirectly  of  thnt  in  Lawrence)  in  1890-Bl. 
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Turning  to  the  table  und  diagram  of  the  death-rates  in 
Lawrence,  we  tiad  that  in  Decemlier,  1889,  and  January  and 
February,  ItfSIO.  following  a  month  after  the  high  death- 
rates  of  Lowell  for  that  year,  the  death-rates  of  Lawrence 
from  typhoid  fever  were  higher  than  those  of  Lowell,  and 
eight  times  as  high  as  in  Uoston  in  the  same  months.  Dur- 
ing the  next  six  mouths,  through  the  spring  and  summer, 
the  death-rate  in  Lawrence  from  typhoid  fever  averaged 
about  twice  that  of  Boston,  and  when  Boston  reached  its 
maximum  in  the  fall.  Lawrence  had  about  the  same  rates ; 
but  then  followed  the  great  increase  in  death-rates  in  Law- 
rence, being  about  four  times  that  of  Boston  in  November, 
ten  times  that  in  December,  and  (owing  to  the  decreasing 
rates  in  Boston  as  usual  at  that  season  of  the  year)  amount- 
iog  to  about  twenty  times  that  of  Boston  in  January  and 
February. 

These  high  death-rates  from  typhoid  fever  in  Lawrence 
occur  at  a  time  when  there  is  very  little  of  this  disease  in 
other  cities  except  Lowell,  and  they  follow  this  year,  as  in  the 
previous  year,  about  a  month  later  than  the  high  death-rates 
of  X>owell. 

These  conditions  all  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  excess 
of  typhoid  fever  continually  prevailing  in  Lawrence  follows 
from  and  is  due  to  the  existence  of  the  disease  in  Lowell, 
and  that  the  prevailing  excess  in  Lowell  if  due  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  disease  in  the  towns  up  the  river  which  discharge 
sewage  into  the  river. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  whether  typhoid-fever  germs 
which  grow  in  the  human  body  at  blood  heat  will  survive  in 
water  at  a  temperature  a  little  above  freezing  long  enough  to 
pass  from  Lowell  sewers  to  the  service-pipes  of  the  city  of 
Lawrence,  The  temperature  of  the  river  water  in  November, 
ISflO,  was  from  45^  to  35^  F, ;  the  distance  from  the  sew- 
ers iu  Lowell  to  the  intake  of  the  Lawrence  water  works  it* 
nine  miles,  and  the  time  for  the  water  to  pass  from  the 
eewers  to  the  intake  was  at  that  time  less  than  eight  hours. 
Entering  the  reservoir  the  same  day,  the  water  would  reach 
the  outlet  and  enter  the  service-pipes  within  ten  days,  —  most 
of  it  within  a  week.  It  would  then  be  distributed  over  the 
city,  in  the  portions  near  the  reservoir,  in  about  one  week 
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from  leaving  the  sewei's  of'Luwell,  nnd  in  more  remote  parts 
of  the  city  in  nlioiit  two  weeks. 

To  prove  whether  typhoid-fever  germs  would  survive  ia 
the  Merrimack  River  water,  when  at  the  low  temporature  of 
the  month  of  N'oveiuber,  long  enough  to  pass  from  the  Lowell 
eewera  to  the  service-pipes  in  Lawrence,  a  aeries  of  experi- 
ments was  made  by  the  Board  by  ioociilating  water  from 
the  service-pipe^  with  typhoid-fever  germs,  and  keeping  llie 
water  in  a  bottle  surrounded  by  ice,  at  as  near  frecziug  as 
practicable,  for  a  mouth,  and  each  day  taking  out  one  cubic 
centimeter  and  deterrainiug  the  number  of  typhoid  germs. 
The  number  continually  decreased,  but  some  sur^-ived 
twenty-four  days. 

On  Ihe  Jirat  Jay  then;  wuru               .        .        .  U.l^U  germs. 

Ihe  fifth  day  Ibere  were       ....  a.li)"! 

the  tenth  day  there  were     ....  i^'i       " 

the  flffeenth  day  there  wera        .        .        .  I'JiJ 

the  twenlieLli  day  there  were      ...  17       '■ 

the  tw«ntj-flfth  day  there  were  ...  0       " 

This  experiment  indicates  that  typhoid-fever  germs  from 
the  sewers  of  Lowell  may  live  in  winter  to  enter  the 
Lawrence  reservoir  in  large  numbers;  that  the  numbers  will 
decrease  in  the  reservoir;  but  still  a  considerable  fraction 
will  live  to  enter  the  service-pipes,  and  that  this  fraction  will 
decrease  as  the  water  proceeds  in  the  pipes  across  the  city. 

This  latter  reduction  is  the  probable  explanation  of  ihe 
fact  brought  out  by  plotting  the  cases  for  three  months  in 
the  fall  of  1890,  at  their  several  locations  upon  a  map  of  the 
city,  that  much  the  larger  number  of  cases  were  in  portions 
of  the  city  near  the  reservoir;  but  that  some  germs  sur- 
vived the  passage  through  the  pipes  was  proven  by  their 
being  found  in  water  drawn  from  the  service-pipes  in  Decem- 
ber, ISDO,  at  the  Experiment  Station,  which  is  across  the 
city  from  the  reservoir,  distant  about  two  and  a  half  miles. 


We  have  found  thi*  relation  existing  between  typhoid 
fever  and  water  supply,  viz.  :  that  in  general,  in  the  cities  of 
the  State,  the  death-rate  by  typhoid  fever  has  been  greatly 
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reduced  by  the  introduction  of  a  pure  public  water  supply ; 
that  in  the  one  city  where  there  has  not  been  such  a  reduction, 
a  portion  of  the  people  use,  for  drinking,  water  from  canals 
or  from  wells  subjected  to  serious  pollution  by  sewage ;  and 
that  the  deaths  from  this  disease  are  much  more  frequent 
among  that  portion  of  the  community  than  among  others. 

The  only  two  remaining  cities  which  have  not  decreased 

death-rates  by  typhoid  fever  after  the  introduction  of  public 

water  supplies  receive  their  supplies  from  a  river  polluted 

by  sewage ;  and  the  seasons  in  which  this  disease  prevails 

in  these  cities  are  later  than  those  of  other  cities,  and  in 

the  lower  city  on  the  river  later  than   in   the   upper  city, 

at  a   season  when   other   cities   are   nearly  free   from   the 

disease  and  at  the  time  when  it  would  follow  if  produced 

by  the  sewage  from  the  upper  city ;  further,  that  when  the 

water  of  the  river  which  passed  the  upper  city  and  received 

its  sewage  during  the  greatest   prevalence  of  the   disease 

there  had  reached  the  service-pipes  of  the  lower  city,  and 

there  was   the   greatest  prevalence   of  the   disease   in   the 

lower  city,  typhoid-fever  germs  were  found  in  water  from 

these  service-pipes. 


nEAJLTII  OF  TOWNS. 


HEALTH  OF  TOWNS. 


The  following  digest  has  been  compiled  from  eucb  rejiorta 
HS  buTe  been  tninsmitted  to  the  o£Sce  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health . 

It  is  II  niiitter  of  re^et,  not  so  much  that  the  local  health 
iiutborities  of  many  cities  and  towns  fail  to  forward  copies  of 
tbeii'  reports  to  the  State  Board,  as  that  very  many  of  the 
local  boards  of  health  make  no  reports  whatever,  even  to 
their  own  municipalities.  The  need  of  legislalion  which 
shall  provide  an  independeut  board  of  health  for  all  towns, 
or  lit  least  for  the  large  towns,  becomes  yearly  mure  appar- 
ent, and  has  received  sufficient  comment,  in  previous  reports 
of  the  Board. 

AUISGTON, 

Tfftjlve  cases  of  oonti^ioua  diseases  were  reported  by  pliyeicians, 
viz.:  ijcarlatiiia,  6;  dipbtheria,  4;  typhoid  fever,  1;  measles,  1. 

A  numbei'  of  complaiDts  were  made  to  tbe  Board,  of  nuisances 
existing,  and  in  all  cases  the  Board  made  a  personal  investigation 
and  abated  the  ouisaoce.  We  will  continue  to  receive  such  cona- 
plaints  until  the  town  adopts  some  foiin  of  sewerage  to  carry  off 
the  surplus  water.  During  the  excessive  rainfall  last  summer  and 
fall  the  cellars  of  a  great  many  houses  were  half  filled  with  water  ; 
there  were  no  cesspools  to  receive  the  water  from  the  sinks  ;  instead, 
shallow  drains  were  dug  to  carry  away  tbe  sink  water,  which  was 
tbcu  iiHowed  to  flow  upon  the  land,  in  close  proximity  to  the 
bouses;  and  in  tbe  summer  time  tbis  was  the  cause 'of  numerous 
complaints,  on  account  of  the  odors  arising  therefrom.  We 
acquainted  the  owners  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  tbey  were 
perfectly  willing  to  remedy  the  evil.  They  dug  cesspools,  but  ou 
account  of  the  excessive  rainfall  it  would  necessitate  their  empty- 
ing every  few  days,  which  would  be  an  absolute  impossibility. 
We  know  of  no  way  of  comboting  this  evil  except  by  digging  a 
large  drain,  which  would  carry  away  all  tbe  surplus  water.  One 
of  the  owners  was  willing  to  co-operate  with  the  others  and  do 
tbia,  and  we  expect  to  see  it  finished  in  the  near  future. 
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Amesbury. 

The  most  difficult  problem  of  all  to  solve  is,  how  to  dispose  of 
the  sewage  to  the  best  advantage.  In  most  of  the  streets  there 
are  no  proper  sewers,  and  as  a  matter  of  economy  the  town  should 
commence  to  build  its  system  of  drainage  on  the  east  side  at  once, 
and  not  wait  until  compelled  to  by  the  visitation  of  an  epidemic  of 
contagious  diseases.  No  interest  of  the  town  is  more  imi>ortant 
than  the  health  of  its  inhabitants.  The  introduction  of  public 
sewers  is  a  matter  of  necessity  as  important  as  that  of  the  intro- 
duction of  pure  water ;  and  in  the  case  of  our  village,  with  its  hard, 
clayey  soil,  its  compact  population,  its  narrow  streets  and  lanes, 
the  building  of  large  blocks  of  stores  and  carriage  factories,  and 
the  consequent  increase  of  sewage  attending  them,  a  system  of 
sewers  is  a  matter  that  must  be  attended  to  sooner  or  later. 

The  present  sewers  are  clearly  inefficient,  improperly  constructed 
and  with  no  general  plan,  their  outlets  being,  in  many  cases,  a 
public  nuisance.  An  unhealthy  town  is  not  likely  to  increase  in 
wealth  and  population,  as  it  will  be  avoided  by  those  seeking  to 
establish  new  industries,  and  also  by  those  intending  to  make  this 
place  their  home.  Sixty-one  complaints  have  been  made  to  the 
Hoard,  of  nuisances  which,  in  most  instances,  have  been  promptly 
abated  by  the  owners  of  the  premises.  The  number  of  contagious 
diseases  reported  has  been  /)9.  Diphtheria,  33  ;  scarlet-fever,  7  ; 
typlioid  fever,  18;  measles,!.  There  has  been  an  increase  over 
last  year  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  while  there  has 
been  a  less  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever. 

ATTLEBOROrCill. 

The  vote  of  the  Fire  District  Association  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  large  tank  on  Capron's  Hill  for  the  storage  of  water 
indicates  a  continuance  of  the  present  source  of  supply.  This 
being  so,  every  precaution  to  prevent  the  contamination  of  the 
well  should  be  adopted.  The  proposed  sewer  on  North  Main 
Street  would  be  an  important  factor  in  such  improvement  if  the 
residents  on  the  street,  especially  those  on  the  westerly  side,  would 
connect  their  premises  with  it.  We  have  the  authority  of  the 
State  Hoard  of  Health  that  the  residences  on  the  hill  constitute 
another  probable  source  of  contamination.  This  should  be  con- 
sidered by  the  town  and  proper  preventive  measures  adopted. 

During  the  year  several  cases  of  glanders  existed  among  the 
horses  in  town.  As  far  as  they  came  to  the  attention  of  the 
Board  the  Cattle  Commissioners  were  notified,  and  an  odicial  visit 
by  one  of  them  was  promptly  made.  Citizens  do  not  seem  to  be 
aware  that  they  are  obliged  by  law  to  report  suspicious  cases  of 
disease  among  animals. 


No.  34.]  HEALTH    OF    TOWNS.  549 

Contagious  diseases  reported :  diphtlieria,  13  ;  scarlet-fever,  3  ; 
typhoid  fever,  20  ;  total,  36. 

Ayeu. 

There  have  been  reported  to  the  Board  5  cases  of  diphtheria,  1 
of  scarlet-fever,  5  of  typhoid  fever,  and  3  of  measles ;  of  the  14 
cases  1  only  was  fatal,  a  ease  of  diphtheria.  Two  of  the  cases 
of  typhoid  fever  originating  in  town  occurred  in  houses  where 
well  water  was  used  for  domestic  purposes,  both  located  on  streets 
having  the  public  water  supply. 

There  is  one  matter  which  the  Board  feels  in  duty  bound  to  bring 
to  the  attention  of  the  public,  —  the  disposition  of  the  sink  water  in 
certain  portions  of  our  village.  At  present  it  is  emptied  into  the 
streets,  partly  into  closed  and  partly  into  open  drains.  This  is  an 
unsightly  as  well  as  unsanitary  metiiod  of  disposing  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  sewage,  and  sooner  or  later  will  show  its  evil  effects  up- 
on the  public  health.  At  present  perhaps  it  is  only  a  nuisance, 
uncleanly  and  disagreeable.  The  town  has  no  systems  of  sewers 
and  from  necessity  can  have  none,  even  in  the  near  future. 

Belmoxt. 

There  have  been  15  cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  during 
the  year :  diphtheria,  4  cases ;  scarlet-fever,  2  cases ;  measles,  2 
cases.     One  case  of  diphtheria  proved  fatal. 

Beverly. 

There  were  2.5  cases  of  scarlet-fever  and  no  deaths,  9  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  no  deaths.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  have  gen- 
erally complied  very  cheerfully  with  the  regulations  of  the  Board. 

Boston. 

The  general  health  of  the  city  during  1890  was  exceptionally 
good.  The  deaths  were  10,181  and  the*  death-rate  22.7  per  1,000 
of  the  population,  a  lower  rate  than  that  of  either  1889,  or  the  aver- 
age of  the  previous  ten  years,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
serious  epidemic  of  influenza  in  January  carried  off  550  people. 
Zymotic  diseases  caused  1G.47  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality. 

The  percentage  of  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  was  32.89, 
the  lowest  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Board. 

The  most  destructive  causes  of  death  were  in  the  following 
order :  — 


Phthisis. 
Pneumonia. 
Heart  diseases. 
Ch<»lera  infantum. 


Bronchitis. 

Deaths  from  violence. 

Diphtheria. 
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Tbe  number  of  cases  of  coiitagtoiis  diaeosee  reported  to  tbe 
Board  in  1890  was  4,370  as  oonipared  with  5.758  in  188K,  and  tbe 
deaths  from  the  same  were  617  aa  compared  with  823  in  1883. 
Scarlet-fever  was  more  prevalent,  measles  and  typhoid  fever  less 
prevalent.     There  was  one  case  only  of  sma!I-pos  ;  not  fatal. 

Tables  are  presented,  giving  the  results  of  hou&f- to- house  inspec- 
tions in  eleven  wards  of  the  city,  the  whole  number  examined  being 
553  ;  tbe  principal  defects  found  were  bad  odors,  defective  drains 
and  traps,  offensive  water-closets,  vaults  and  cesspools. 

Ninety  houses  were  ordered  to  be  vacated,  of  which  only  2:? 
were  actually  vacated,  the  remainder  being  put  in  proper  order  by 
owners.  Disinfectants  were  applied  in  over  93,000  places  daring 
the  year. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected,  mostly  on  account  of  occur- 
rence of  infectious  diseases,  was  l,8,i!),  and  the  number  of  rooius 
4,300,  for  which  purpose  about  6  tons  of  sulphur  were  used.  The 
principal  diseases  on  account  of  which  this  wns  done  were  diph- 
theria and  scarlet- fever,  1,147  of  tlie  former  anil  GnG  of  the  latter. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  and  eleven  vaults  and  cesspools 
were  cleansed  and  74o  ]}rivy-V3ults  were  abolished  and  streets 
supplied  with  sewera. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  school-houses  were  inspeelnd 
during  the  year,  the  principal  defect  found  being  lack  of  good 
ventilation. 

A  petition  having  been  received  for  the  abatemeut  of  an  alleged 
nuisance  caused  by  the  Bay  State  Gas  Works,  the  Board  caused 
an  investigation  to  be  made  by  which  such  nuisance  was  shown  to 
exist.  After  correspondence  with  the  Board  the  gas  compaDj: 
introduced  various  appliances  to  remedy  the  evil. 

In  reganl  to  the  disposal  of  garbage  tlie  lionrd  strongly  recom- 
mends its  cremation  by  families,  by  means  of  the  heat  of  tbe 
kitchen  fire. 

The  number  of  persons,  male  and  female,  who  used  the  pobliti 
baths  during  the  season  (June,  July,  August  and  September)  was 
nearly  one  million  C!)88,078). 

An  advauced  case  of  leprosy  arrived  from  Sweden  in  April,  and 
after  detention  at  the  quarantine  station  was  returned  to  Sweden 
under  tbe  authority  of  tbe  United  States  laws. 

Two  boys  arrived  from  Surinam  in  June  with  a  history  of 
leprosy  in  the  father.  Their  destination  was  Newton,  and  they 
were  then  placed  under  ^nr^'eil lance.  In  October  one  of  these  boys 
presented  symptoms  of  leprosy  and  they  were  both  returned  to 
Surinam  by  their  guardians. 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  by  the  Board  was  3,3i3,  Uid 
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1,959  certificates  of  admission  to  the  public  schools  were  given. 
Fifty  cases  of  eruptive  diseases  were  reported  as  small-pox.  On 
examination  only  one  of  them  proved  to  be  small-pox. 

The  report  of  the  inspector  of  animals  at  the  abattoir  shows 
that  28,296  head  of  cattle  were  killed,  37,133  calves,  and  491,406 
sheep,  of  which  33  cattle,  50  calves  and  12  sheep  were  condemned, 
principally  on  account  of  the  following  diseases  :  tuberculosis,  17  ; 
anthrax,  4  ;  septicaemia,  3  ;  and  Texas  fever,  2. 

One  inspector  makes  special  comment  upon  tuberculosis. 
Upon  this  point  he  makes  the  following  comments  :  — 

I  have  made  it  a  special  point  to  examine  rigidly  all  cows,  and  con- 
demn such  as  one  would  feel  justified  in  doing,  under  the  present  knowl- 
edge of  the  ill  eflfects  of  the  consumption  of  such  flesh.  I  hope  the  time 
will  come  when  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  may  be  condemned,  for  recent 
experiments  with  tuberculous  beef  prove  that  the  flesh  contains  the 
bacillus  as  well  as  the  pulmonary  and  glandular  tissue.  Again,  even  if 
it  is  confined  in  the  glandular  tissue,  as  some  suppose,  and  the  flesh 
perfectly  health}',  the  smaller  glands  are  so  distributed  throughout  the 
body  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  dress  the  animal  without  still  leaving 
some  tuberculous  glandular  tissue. 

I  have  made  it  a  point  to  condemn  all  animals  showing  lesions  on  the 
pleura  and  peritonflBuni,  irrespective  of  the  extent  of  the  pulmonary 
lesions.  This  may  seem  mild  to  the  profession,  but  when  it  is  taken 
into  consideration  that  all  cannot  be  condemned,  and  that  the  above 
lesions,  in  the  form  of  tubercles,  lie  next  to  the  flesh  and  are  eaten  by 
the  community  as  so  much  fat,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  a  good  basis  to 
work  on  at  the  present  time.  Of  course,  animals  with  extensive  pul- 
monary lesions  are  condemned,  even  though  they  show  no  lesions 
elsewhere. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  tuberculous  beef  might  have  placed  on  it  a 
tag,  stamping  it  as  such ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  this  would  simply 
allow  unscrupulous  persons  to  buy  it  cheap,  and  impose  it  on  the  public 
in  the  form  of  mixed  and  canned  meats. 


Table  V.  —  Percentage  of  Tuberculosis  among  CcUtle  inspected. 


Clais  of  Animals. 

Number. 

TuberculosU. 

1.  \\  hole  number  of  all  kinds, 

28,296 

64 

0.19  per  cent. 

2.  Cows  from  eastern  States, 

1,153 

62 

4.5    percent. 

3.  Oxen, 

— 

1 

— 

4    Western  cow,    .... 

— 

1 

— 

5.  Old  cows  sent   to    the    dead- 

house,  which   have  died  in 

the  city   and   its    neighbor- 

hood  

116 

12 

10.8   percent 
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From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  be  seen  that  only  one  western  animal 
showed  any  lesions  of  tuberculosis,  and  this  was  a  fine  large  heifer 
dressing  835  pounds.  This  animal  was  condemned  The  above  table 
presents  features  of  very  great  interest  to  the  people  of  Boston,  for  it 
shows  a  condition  of  the  cattle  that  ought  to  receive  prompt  and  careful 
attention.  When  the  cattle  of  the  United  States  are  considered,  the  per- 
centatre  of  tuberculosis  is  found  to  be  verv  small ;  when  cows  from  the 
eastern  States  are  examined,  a  more  serious  state  of  affairs  is  exposed ; 
but  when  the  condition  of  the  old,  unthrifty  cows  in  the  city  and  neigh- 
borhood is  studied,  and  the  class  of  people  to  whom  their  milk  and  other 
products  are  distributed  are  taken  into  account,  the  subject  becomes  a  very 
serious  one,  and  well  worth  the  immediate  attention  of  our  health  author- 
ities. As  a  i)reveution  of  the  above  dangers,  1  should  advise  the  exami- 
nation of  all  milch  herds  in  the  city  and  State  semi-annual  I  v,  antl  the 
condemnin":  of  such  as  show  lesions  of  tuberculosis.  Thou"rh  I  am  a 
firm  believer  in  the  contagiousness  of  and  dangers  from  existing  tuber- 
culosis, I  do  not  believe  that  it  prevails  to  any  such  extent  as  st»mc 
observers  state.  Jhe  statistics  shown  in  Table  Y.  are  founded  on  tacts 
and  careful  examinations,  followed  by  a  microscopic  examination,  for 
one  year;  and  when  last  year's  report  is  recalled,  the  two  will  be  seen  to 
compare  favorably.  I  believe  the  per  cent,  stated  in  this  table  (that  is, 
about ,')  per  cent.)  to  be  sufiiciently  serious. 

In  closing,  permit  me  to  refer  to  the  sensational  articles  on  the  preva- 
lence of  this  disease  in  Massachusetts,  from  the  pens  of  those  who  occupy 
conspicuous  positions  in  the  Stjite  where  they  reside.  Professor  Liaiitard, 
Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  the  American  Veterinary  College  of  New  York, 
and  editor  of  the  "American  Veterinarv  Review,*' on  the  authorilv  of 
Dr.  liailey,  State  Veterinarian  of  Maine,  and  others  of  his  friend-;,  savs 
in  an  editorial  in  the  "Review''  for  December  last,  that  from  :\'t  to  Jo 
per  cent,  of  the  cattle  of  Massachusetts  are  tuberculous. 

Dr  Hailey,  State  Veterinarian  of  Maine,  endorses  Dr.  Liautard  in  a 
recent  ollicial  paper,  entirely  ignoring  oflicial  testimony  on  the  sul)ject. 
The  following  will  show  that  Massachusetts  is  not  an  exception  to  any 
other  State.  Dr.  Meichener,  Inspector  for  New  York  City,  reports  oJmh» 
cows  from  about  the  eitv,  as  follows:  1,379  head  of  unthriftv  animals 
from  pails  known  to  be  tuberculous,  11  percent  ;  balance  of  the  .">,'.M) 
at  from  4  to  o  per  cent.     These,  as  will  be  seen,  agree  with  my  statistics. 

Dr.  Hryden  estimates  the  percentage  of  tuberculous  cows  in  Mas.^a- 
chu.-ictts  at  about  o  per  cent  ;  other  cattle  at  about  2  per  cent.  lie 
excepts  old  cows  in  the  neighborhood  of  cities,  which  will  show  a  larger 
percentage,  according  as  tliey  are  closely  weeded  out  or  not. 

Dr.  Becket's  views  are  similar  to  the  above,  and  1  believe  their  esti- 
mates tf)  be  correct. 

Bkadford. 

The  nuisances  have  been  abated  by  the  owners  of  pro|>erty 
sometimes  willingly,  and  sometimes  unwillingly,  but  they  have 
been  abated.  The  board  is  unable  to  determine  why  a  man 
should  be  reluctant  to  put  into  a  condition  safe  for  occupancy 
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premises  owned  by  him  but  rented  to  another  party ;  still  tbe  fact 
remnins  tliat  our  moRt  implensunt  work  bns  been  to  compel  some 
men  to  do  wbat  oomraon  decency  niid  a  regard  for  their  fellow 
cre.itures  of  smaller  means  should  have  caused  tliera  to  do  without 

We  would  urge  upon  the  townspeople  this  thought :  You  cannot 
be  t'lo  cnrefnl  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  your  sewage  and  the 
plumbing  in  your  houses,  and  if  you  will  receive  the  suggestions 
of  this  board  in  tbe  kindly  spirit  in  which  they  are  given,  a  task 
disagreeable  at  best  will  be  somewhat  lightened. 

There  have  been  reported  to  the  Iward  during  the  year  ii  cases 
of  contagions  or  infectious  disease  jis  follows  :  — 

Diphtheria,  13 ;  scarlet- fever.  3  ;  measles.  3 ;  typhoid  fever,  h. 
Of  this  number  but  "2  died :  1  from  diphtheria  and  1  from  typhoid 
fever.  The  greatest  care  was  taken  by  the  board  to  investigate 
each  case,  placard  the  house,  correct  any  sanitary  defects  and 
ad\"ise  in  regard  to  other  disinfection.  To-day  there  are  2  cases 
of  contagions  disease  in  town, 

The  work  of  the  agent  has  been  laborious  and  tbe  compensatiou 
much  too  small. 

KltOCKTUN. 

During  the  year,  4*17  deaths  were  reported  within  the  limiU  of 
our  city,  an  increase  from  1889  of  .'j6. 

With  a  population  of  27.278.  the  death-rate  for  the  year  is 
17.1  "J  for  every  1,000  of  the  population. 

CoTitagioHS  diseases  reported  during  the  year:  diphtheria.  47 ; 
scarlel-fever.  13;  scarlatina,  14;  measles,  12;  total,  86. 

The  need  of  a  system  of  sewage  disposal  is  too  apparent  to 
every  one  to  require  a  single  argument ;  hut  the  satisfactory  dis- 
posal of  this  large  amount  of  waste  matter  of  the  city  is  a  ques- 
tion that  will  bear  the  most  thorough  investigation, 

Any  plan  that  may  be  adopted  must  purify  the  sewage  so  that 
the  effluent  will  do  no  harm  when  it  tinds  its  way  into  the  neigh- 
boring streams,  especially  so  if  tbe  streams  are  a  source  of  domes- 
tic water  supply. 

Special  prominence  is  given  in  the  report  to  certain  offensive 
trades  existing  iu  tbe  city  limits,  especially  the  slaughter  house 
near  Freah  Pond,  another  on  Portland  Street  and  the  great 
slaughtering  and  rendering  works  in  the  border  of  Hast  Cam- 
bridge and  Somerville.  Tbe  importance  of  conveying  the  sewage 
of  the  latter  to  the  metropolitan  sewer  is  emphasized. 

The  Eleventh  Census  of  the  United  States  places  the  population 
of  Cambridge  at  70,Ci;?8. 
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Tlie  mortality  for  the  year,  based  on  these  figures,  waa  17.05 
per  1,000  persDua  liviag. 

Tbere  were  reported  during  the  year  157  caseH  of  diphtherui.  a 
decrease  of  1 94  caeea  from  the  previous  year :  189  cases  of  searltl- 
fever,  nn  increase  of  73  Cftsea  from  the  previous  year;  tknd  76 
oaaes  of  typhoid- fever,  a  decrease  of  l:?-!  oa«ea  from  the  previous 
year.  Though  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  few  duriug 
1890  we  must  not  he  lulled  iuto  content  with  any  fancied  securitT, 
hut  must  strive  for  a  regular,  thorough  inspection  of  our  water 
supply  from  its  sources  to  its  final  distribution.  Ami  this  appliira 
with  peculiar  force  to  Stony  Brook  and  to  the  watershed  from 
which  its  tributaries  arise. 

In  recent  years  a  number  of  epidemics  of  typhoid  fever  have 
been  traced  to  the  milk  supplied  from  farms  where  this  disease 
existed.  Last  July  the  attention  of  the  board  was  called  to  a  milk 
dealer's  place  in  Cambridge,  where  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  existed. 
The  patient  was  being  nursed  by  a  woman  who  was,  in  addition  to 
her  duties  about  the  sick  person,  engaged  in  milking  the  cows  and 
washing  the  cans.  This  dangerous  combination  occurring  within 
their  jurisdiction,  the  board  was  able  to  interfere  and  put  »  slop 
to  such  proceedings  ;  hut  let  such  a  ease  happen  at  one  of  the  dairy 
farms  outside  of  Cambridge  (and  who  shall  say  it  may  not  occur 
at  any  moment),  and  every  one  supplied  with  milk  from  thia 
farm  is  in  imminent  danger.  It  is  not  enough  for  us  to  know  that 
the  most  scrupulous  cleanliness  is  exercised  about  everything  that 
comes  in  contact  with  the  milk.  We  should  also  have  iufortnation 
whenever  there  is  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  at  the  farm  from  which 
the  milk  comes,  and  power  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  this  milk  in  our 
city,  unless  such  precautions  are  taken  at  the  farm  as  the  board 
may  see  Gt  to  impose. 

Canton. 

Seventy-two  complaints  for  nuisance  have  been  filed.  On  all  of 
these  cases  abatements  were  immediately  ordered  and  were,  with 
one  exception,  promptly  complied  with.  In  this  case  we  were 
informed  by  the  party  complained  of  that  one  of  the  selectiues 
advised  him  to  let  the  nuisance  remain,  to  wit,  to  allow  n  sink 
drain  to  run  iuto  the  public  highway. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  or  contagious  diseases  were; 
scarlet-fever,  2 ;  diphtheria,  5  ;  typhoid  fever,  o  ;  merabrauona 
croup,  3  ;  and  measles,  217  ;  total,  232.  Deaths  resulting  there- 
from. 3. 

Chelsea. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria,  scarlet-fever  and  typhoid 
fever  is  2!)  per  cent,  less  than  in  1889,  and  ^4  per  ceut.  ksd  Uian 
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in  1888.  This  shows  a  mairked  decrease  in  two  years  in  what  are 
termed  preventable  diseases,  and  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  indi- 
cation of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city. 

We  repeat,  however,  what  we  have  taken  occasion  to  say  in 
substance  in  previous  reports,  that  it  should  be  kept  constantly  in 
mind  that  no  city  can  maintain  a  fair  sanitary  condition  except  by 
the  constant  vigilance  of  its  health  authorities  and  the  intelligent 
co-operation  of  all  its  citizens. 

Thirty-two  cases  of  diphtheria,  48  cases  of  scarlet- fever,  10 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  1  case  of  small-pox  have  been  reported 
to  us  during  the  year.  We  are  quite  sure  that  all  the  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  have  not  been  reported. 

CnicoPEE. 

The  most  noticeable  event  of  the  year  is  the  largely  increased 
mortality  over  preceding  years.  That  this  has  not  been  due  to 
any  local  cause  is  clearly  manifest  when  we  read  the  reports  of 
other  cities  and  towns.  The  epidemic  of  last  winter,  though  not 
attended  with  marked  mortality  at  the  time,  was  very  far-reaching 
in  its  final  results.  Many  invalids  and  people  with  weakened 
vitality  yielded  to  its  influence.  It  was  an  especially  potent  fac- 
tor in  the  production  of  pulmonary  and  bronchial  affections, 
which  greatly  increased  the  mortality  of  the  summer  months.  It 
respected  neither  age,  sex  nor  previous  condition  of  health.  It 
knew  no  nationality ;  it  showed  no  partiality. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  deaths  were  recorded  in  the  town 
during  the  year  1890  ;  or  a  ratio  of  24.85  persons  in  1,000,  based 
upon  a  population  of  14,000. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — Diphtheria,  9;  diphtheria  or  membranous 
croup,  7 ;  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  2 ;  typhoid  fever,  1 1  ;  diar- 
rhoea, 5  ;  cholera  infantum,  33  ;  puerperal  fever,  2 ;  influenza,  2  ; 
erysipelas,  1 ;  gangrene,  1 ;  measles,  4. 

Clinton. 

The  following  cases  of  dangerous  diseases  vere  reported  to  the 
board  as  occurring  in  town  between  February,  1890,  and  Feb- 
ruary, 1891  :  dysentery,  1  ;  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  1  ;  measles, 
1;  typhoid  fever,  10;  diphtheria,  12. 

An  epidemic  of  scarlet-fever  prevailed  during  the  whole  year. 
Whole  number  of  cases  reported,  201.  February,  4;  March,  5; 
April,  2 ;  May,  6  ;  June,  /) ;  July,  10 ;  August,  22 ;  September, 
11;  October,  28;  November,  47;  December,  30;  January,  29; 
number  of  deaths,  0. 
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C--TTAGE  Cnr. 

I  have  but  one  cjse  reported  by  the  p*hy55«iis  of  mit  conta- 
gioiu  disease  for  the  past  year,  tiiis  ^•ering  an  exorpifos  to  all 
previoQ*  records. 

The  list  of  DuisaDce«  is  larger  than  any  p«;>rvioixs  year.  This 
riiarked  iDcrea.*e  in  tLe  namber  of  oosoplaints  r<ece:vr*i  and  investi- 
gated is  not  because  nuisanoes  are  becoming  more  fnrqaenU  but 
for  tLe  reason  that  notice  is  now  taken  of  the  slightest  sanitary 

defects. 

Everett. 

Four  hundred  and  six  complaints  have  received  our  attention 
during  the  i^ast  year,  against  21*1«  in  the  year  Ifsr^.*. 

The  importance  of  sewerage  having  been  recognized  by  our  cit- 
izens, the  town«  in  compliance  with  their  wishes,  has  begun  and 
nearly  completed  its  first  system  of  sewerage. 

Number  ea«e*  scarlet-fever   in  1?^SK»,  114,  against  ^j  in  1>6?. 
"  •*      typhoid  ff  ver  ••      -         9.        *•      So  •• 

'"      diphtheria        '•      "        17,        *•     1«.'7  ••      *- 
mea-oleji  **      «         4,        -      43  •* 


When  we  consider  our  population  of  over  1 1  JMj*)  people  with 
only  1 7  cases  of  diphtheria  for  the  year,  we  feel  justifiei.i  in  speak- 
ing in  the  highest  terms  of  the  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  our  town.  Mr>st  of  the  cases  of  scarlet-fever  have  been 
riiild  and  of  short  duration. 

The  ratio  of  death  from  contagious  diseases  is  very  small  iu 
comparison  with  the  number  of  deaths  from  other  causes. 

Fall  Riveu. 

We  have  tiiirtv-five  and  one-third  miles  of  sewers  and  sixtv- 
three  miles  of  water  pipe  running  underneath  our  streets.  The 
large  quantity  of  water  pumped  from  the  pond  has  to  find  its  way 
U)  the  river  by  the  outlets  of  these  sewers,  or  to  remain  in  pools 
of  filthy  water  8fX)n  to  become  stagnant  and  thereby  circulate  the 
;^erriis  of  typhoid  fever  and  diarrha^al  diseases  ;  therefore  we  feel 
that  by  increasing  the  number  of  outlets  the  amount  of  sickness 
and  fatality  from  these  causes  will  be  correspondingly  lessened. 

If  small-pox  once  secures  a  foothold  in  Fall  River  the  mortalitv 
will  be  enormous  ;  tiierefore  we  would  impress  upon  the  minds  of 
parents  the  necessity  of  having  their  children  properly  vaccinated. 

The  clerk  of  tiie  board  of  health  has  successfully  vaccinated 
in  4  applicants  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  to  the 
board  of  health  for  the  year  181)0  was  407,  against  633  for  1881). 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  from  the  same  diseases  was  75,  against 
103  in  1889. 

Diphtheria.  —  There  were  87  cases  reported  and  26  deaths, 
against  42  cases  reported  and  15  deaths. 

Scarlet-fever.  —  There  were  56  cases  reported  and  2  deaths, 
against  185  cases  reported  and  34  deaths. 

Tjfphoid  fever. — There  were  210  cases  reported  and  45  deaths, 
against  258  cases  reported  and  46  deaths. 

Measles.  —  There  were  54  cases  reported  and  two  deaths,  against 
148  cases  and  46  deaths. 

FlTCUBURG. 

All  physicians  are  furnished  with  printed  cards  so  arranged  that 
the  work  of  reporting  is  made  easy.  Upon  the  receipt  of  one  of 
these  cards  by  the  chairman  the  facts  contained  thereon  are 
recorded  in  a  book  especially  provided  for  the  purpose.  The 
house  where  the  sickness  exists  is  visited  by  the  agent,  its  sani- 
tary arrangements  and  convenience  for  isolation  investigated. 
Inquiry  is  made  as  to  the  probable  source  of  contagion,  the  pres- 
ence of  existing  cases  in  the  neighborhood  and  the  number  of 
scholars  in  the  family,  with  the  schools  they  attend.  Public  library 
and  school  books  in  the  family  are  taken  and  disinfected  and 
returned  to  their  respective  places.  In  cases  of  scarlet-fever  and 
diphtheria  printed  directions  concerning  isolation  and  disinfection 
are  left  with  the  family.  The  agent  informs  the  superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  the  name  and  residence  of  the  patients  and  the 
different  schools  attended  by  the  children  of  the  family.  Upon 
the  termination  of  the  case  the  premises  are  disinfected  according 
to  the  printed  instructions.  If  the  case  ends  fatally  the  board 
requires  the  funeral  to  be  private  and  the  body  to  be  conveyed  in 
a  hearse  for  burial.  Such,  in  brief,  is  the  routine  pursued  in  a 
case  of  contagious  disease. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  which  physicians  are 
required  to  report  to  this  board  is  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Cases 
Reported. 


Died. 


Scarlet-fever, 
Diphtheria,     . 
Croup,    . 
Measles, . 
Typhoid  fever. 

Total,      . 


11 
6 
2 
0 
4 


22 
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FRANTfl-IN. 

There  have  been  rejH)i'ted  to  us  seventecu  cases  of  scarlet-feser, 
two  of  diphtheria  aud  two  of  measles,  in  ail  of  whieh  due  pre- 
cantions  were  enjoined  to  preveat  exposure.  Nearly  all  the  cases 
of  Bcnrlet-fever  have  been  ot  a  mild  type,  which,  consideriog  the 
nnmber  of  cases  and  the  various  localities  in  which  they  occurred, 
plainly  iodicatee  —  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  absence  of 
otber  diseases  frequently  produced  by  local  causes  —  tlint  the 
general  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  has  been  good.  But  to 
maintain  this  desirable  condition,  especially  in  localities  where  oar 
increasing  population  is  already  becoming  dense,  it  is  plain  to 
nB  that  some  more  effectual  means  of  sewerage  must  be  provided 
for  the  disposal  of  house  drainage. 

From  investigations  made  we  fiud  a  large  number  of  children 
under  six  aud  seven  years  of  age  who  have  not  been  vaccinated, 
much  to  the  danger  of  the  community  from  an  invasion  of  small- 
pox. In  one  primary  school  we  fonnd  thirty-one  scholars  out  of 
foily-two  that  had  never  been  vaccinated,  which  leads  us  tu  think 
that  over  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  children  of  the  ages  previously 
mentioned  are  in  an  unprotected  condition. 


Gaiidneh. 

When  we  were  chosen  at  the  March  meeting,  we  had  reason  to 
believe  that  the  town  would  proceed  witli  the  adoption  and  baild- 
ing  of  a  system  of  sewage  disposal ;  but,  at  the  same  mcetingi  ita 
rejection  by  a  large  m.ijority,  showed  clearly  that  the  scheme  pre- 
sented was  not  satisfactory  to  the  voters.  The  board  thereupon 
held  a  meeting,  and,  after  full  deliberation,  decided  that  its  plain 
duty  was  to  thoroughly  enlighten  the  citizens  upon  the  serions 
condition  of  the  more  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  town,  ^t^snlb- 
ing  from  the  absence  of  the  proper  means  for  disposal  of  sewage 
and  other  waste,  and,  by  assuming  some  authority,  endeavor  in 
public  meeting,  to  have  some  plan  agreed  upon  that  would  be 
reasonably  free  from  the  various  objections  made,  and  woold 
successfully  appeal  to  the  town. 

The  plan  proposed  was  heartily  endorsed,  aud  the  town  at  the 
April  meeting,  accepted  and  adopted  it,  and  chose  thu  board  trf 
sewer  commbsiouers. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  North  Main  street  sewer  secUoa  iB 
practically  finished,  and  the  main  fdter  beds  well  under  way. 

Deaths  from  contagious  diseases:  diphtheria,  l.S ;  typhoid 
fever,  i  ;  measles,  2  ;  total,  19. 
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Gloucester. 

The  city  rejected  the  acceptance  of  a  sewerage  system  at  the 
recent  election  ;  this  compels  attention  to  a  subject  which  is  daily 
becoming  more  serious,  namely :  How  shall  we  dispose  of  the 
contents  of  sink  and  privy  vaults?  It  has  been  the  custom  to 
deposit  them  upon  certain  farm  lauds  near  the  city ;  places  of 
deposit  becoming  scarce  the  overseers  of  the  poor  consented,  on 
certain  conditions,  not  to  object  to  our  using  a  place  upon  the  poor 
farm,  near  the  Annisquam  River,  as  a  dumping-ground. 

The  day  is  soon  coming  when  dumping-grounds  near  the  city 
must  cease  to  exist,  and  to  judge  from  the  complaints  entered  we 
think  that  day  is  almost  here.  What  shall  be  done  ?  If  the  city 
had  voted  for  sewerage  the  problem  would  have  been  solved ;  this 
was  not  done  and  it  only  remains  to  suggest  an  expedient  which 
would  bear  thorough  investigation. 

The  general  health  of  the  city  in  1800  was  good  as  shown 
by  the  death-rate,  and  by  other  sources  of  information. 

The  number  of  cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  to  the 
board  was  157,  viz. :  scarlet-fever,  99  ;  diphtheria,  42 ;  typhoid 
fever,  16. 

IlAVERHrLL. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  is  518,  which  is  100 
more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  36  more  than  in  1888.  The 
census  population  for  1890  is  27,322,  giving  a  death-rate  of  18.96. 
In  1889  the  population  of  the  city  was  estimated  at  25,000,  and 
the  death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  16.61,  or  2.35  less 
than  last  year.  We  had  hoped  to  present,  as  in  previous  years,  a 
considerably  reduced  death-rate,  but  the  occurrence  of  epidemic 
influenza  which  began  to  manifest  itself  in  the  latter  part  of  1889, 
and  the  very  great  increase  of  humidity  have  frustrated  these 
hopes.  Although  the  fatality  directly  attributable  to  influenza  is 
not  large,  yet  a  great  part  of  the  mortality  from  all  the  local 
diseases  is  undoubtedly  due  to  its  attendant  complications. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  those  which  are  usually  classed 
as  zymotic  numbered  118,  or  22.78  per  cent.,  which  was  6.28  per 
cent,  greater  than  that  of  1889. 

There  were,  during  the  year,  178  cases  of  Contagious  diseases 
reported  to  the  board.  Compared  with  1889,  diphtheria  shows  an 
increase  of  69  cases  and  22  deaths ;  typhoid  fever  an  increase  of 
2  cases  and  3  deaths,  and  measles  a  decrease  of  288  cases  reported 
and  no  deaths.  Scarlet-fever,  which  for  various  reasons  is  the 
most  ditflcult  disease  to  control  of  any  with  which  we  have  to  con- 
tend, shows  an  increase  of  15  cases  and  5  deaths. 
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HOLYOKE. 

The  city  has  fortunately  escaped  during  the  past  year  the 
extensive  prevalence  of  any  of  the  infectious  diseases. 

Whooping-cough,  which  prevailed  very  extensively  the  preceding 
year,  has  almost  disappeared  during  the  past  year.  There  have 
been,  too,  very  few  cases  of  measles.  Scarlet-fever  and  diphtheria 
have  appeared  here  and  there  during  almost  all  the  year,  but  at  no 
time  have  tliere  been  very  many  cases  nor  many  in  the  same 
locality.  Typhoid  fever  has  prevailed  to  some  extent  but  not 
more  so  than  ordinarily  and  it  was  of  moderately  severe  type. 
We  have  been  fortunate  in  escaping  small-pox  during  the  year, 
but  while  our  hospital  for  this  is  always  ready  it  were  wise  if  more 
precautions  were  taken  in  the  way  of  vaccination  and  thus  fore- 
stall its  spread  in  case  of  its  appearance.  The  city  has  fortunately 
been  spared  the  outbreak  of  a  single  case  of  small-pox  during  the 
past  year. 

Eternal  vigilance,  however,  is  the  price  of  safety,  and  we  can- 
not too  strongly  urge  the  necessity  of  general  vaccination 
throughout  the  city  as  the  only  safeguard  against  this  pestilent 
visitor. 

It  is  now  several  years  since  a  general  vaccination  of  the  cily 
was  made  ;  a  great  number  must  have  since  become  residents  here 
who  have  never  been  vaccinated ;  the  number  of  children  since 
born  here  and  as  yet  unprotected  by  vaccination  must  be  very 
great,  :is  well  as  the  number  of  children  coming  here  from  other 
places  wliere  vaccination  is  not  enforced  ;  and  therefore  we  deem 
it  most  urgent  that  means  be  provided  us  for  the  prosecution  of 
this  work  earlv  in  the  coinincj  year. 

The  shifting  character  of  a  large  part  of  our  population  and  the 
importation  from  all  (luarters  of  the  globe  of  rags  for  our  paper 
mills  are  special  reasons  why  Ilolyoke  should  take  extraordinary 
precautions  against  small-pox. 

IIlTDSON. 

During  the  year  20  cases  of  diphtheria,  7  cases  of  scarlet-fever 
and  2  cases  of  measles  have  been  reported  to  the  board. 

Recent  scientific  research  has  led  to  the  belief  that  consumption 
is  a  contagious  disease,  common  to  both  men  and  animals,  and 
communicable  by  the  use,  as  food,  of  the  milk  or  flesh  of  tuber- 
culous cattle.  Owing  to  the  great  importance  of  the  matter,  as 
regards  consumption  and  its  communicability  from  animals  to  men, 
by  the  use  of  milk  and  flesh,  it  is  hoped  that  all  owners  of  cattle 
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and  others  conceraed,  will  exercise  proper  vigilance  in  respect  to 
sick  animals,  by  reporting  to  the  board  for  inspection  by  competent 
persons,  any  suspected  cases  of  disease,  or  cases  not  thoroughly 
understood,  that  there  may  be  no  risk  of  tlie  spread  of  so  dread  a 
disease  as  consumption  by  causes  that  may  be  remedied. 

Hyde  Park. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  has  been  good. 
There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  diseases  during  the  year. 
Our  citizens  are  giving  greater  attention  to  sanitary  appliances 
and  measures,  and  with  beneficial  results. 

« 

In  all  cases  of  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever  and  scarlet-fever 
reported  to  the  board,  placards  have  been  displayed  and  the 
premises  have  been  thorouglily  disinfected  by  order  of  the  board. 

The  number  of  contagious  diseases  reported  to  the  board  for 
the  year  1890',  has  been  as  follows :  — 

Diphtheria, 60  cases  with  21  deaths. 

Scarlet-fever, 7  cases  with    0  deaths. 

Typhoid  fever, 38  eases  with    6  deaths. 

Cynanche  trachealis,     ....     1  case   with    1  death. 
Measles, 4  crises  with    0  deaths. 

Lynn. 

The  board  has  given  inucli  of  its  time  and  attention  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  statutes  requiring  the  entrance  of  all  estates 
bordering  on  a  line  of  the  public  sewer,  and  the  work  performed 
by  the  inspectors  in  this  direction  has  been  most  satisfactory,  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  permits  liaving  been  granted  to  enter  the 
sewer  within  the  year. 

The  wliole  number  of  sick  cases  reported  to  the  board  from  the 
western  district  has  been  201,  with  7  from  the  hospital ;  34:  were 
typhoid  fever,  107  scarlet- fever,  ul  diphtheria  and  IG  were  measles. 
Males  110;  females  \)  1 . 

The  total  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year 
1890  was  947.  With  a  population  of  r)r),717  (national  census) 
the  death-rate  would  be  10.99,  only  .05  more  than  in  1889,  not- 
withstanding the  increased  mortality  caused  by  the  epidemic  of 
influenza  during  the  mouths  of  January,  February  and  March. 
The  largest  monthly  mortality  was  in  January,  when  the  number 
of  deaths  reached  110.  Of  this  number,  pneumonia  caused  34 
•  and  consumption  20.  There  were  488  deaths  among  males  and 
359  among  females. 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Contagious  Diseases  reported^  and  MortalUy. 


Keported. 


Died. 


Diphtherifi I  130  34 

Scarlet-fever i  176        |  5 

Typhoid  fever, 59        '  11 


-r 


Maldex. 

Daring  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  unusual  amount  of 
sickness.  Diseases  of  a  contagious  or  infectious  character  have 
been  of  a  mild  type  in  most  cases,  and  have  not  at  any  time 
threatened  to  become  epidemic. 

About  one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
reported  to  the  board  have  been  within  the  limits  of  ward  6,  and 
were  largely  in  one  small  locality. 

Number  of  contagious  diseases  reported  during  the  year :  diph- 
theria, 07  ;  scarlet-fever,  67  ;  measles,  35  ;  typhoid  fever,  30. 

Matnakd. 

While  we  are  pleased  to  note  the  great  benefit  derived  from  the 
introduction  of  a  system  of  pure  water  into  our  town,  we,  on  the 
other  hand,  must  not  lose  sight  of  another  important  fact  which 
has  a  decided  bearing  upon  the  public  iiealth. 

The  introduction  of  water  works  eventually  increases  the  dan- 
ger, unless  accompanied  by  a  system  of  sewerage.  The  example 
that  nature  affords  us  of  supplying,  with  every  artery  that  carries 
pure  blood  to  tlie  various  organs  of  the  body,  a  vein  in  which  the 
impure  blood  returns,  should  be  followed  by  every  town  or  city 
when  it  introduces  a  system  of  water  supply. 

Of  course  the  subject  of  sewerage  for  our  town,  at  the  present 
time,  is  out  of  the  question,  but  until  sewerage  is  established, 
particular  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  construction  and  care  of 
cesspools,  vaults  and  out-houses. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  a  fatal  nature  in  our  town  (lur- 
ing the  year.  Typhoid  fever  has  prevailed,  perhaps,  to  a  greater 
degree  than  in  former  years. 

Mkdfoiid. 

The  health  work  throughout  the  town  is  rapidly  increasing,  and 
each  day  it  becomes  more  and  more  imperative  that  it  be  attended 
to  properly  and  without  delay. 

At  the  time  this  board  was  organized  the  sanitary  needs  of  the 
town  were  few  and  the  statutes  required  little.     To-day  it  is  far 
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different.  The  statiitee  beariog  upon  sanitary  measurea  are  con- 
Btantly  becoming  enlarged  aa  well  as  more  exnctiog.  The  citizens, 
realizing  the  importance  of  public  bygiene,  expect  a  great  deal 
more  of  the  health  ofliciuls  than  formerly. 

In  Medford  there  is  the  moat  ui^ent  need  of  careful  and  faithful 
SLiDitnry  work. 

Much  attention  should  be  given  to  the  proper  plumbing  of  dwell- 
ings, disposal  of  nnste  and  filth,  in  the  examination  of  cattle,  and 
the  inspection  of  milk  and  food  supplies. 

Nineteen  cases  of  scarlet-fever  have  been  reported.  Ot  this 
number  one  case  was  fatal.  This  is  the  only  death  from  this  dis- 
ease reported  as  occurring  in  the  town  for  two  years. 

Typhoid  fever  has  not  prevailed  to  any  estent  since  the  summer 
of  1889.  Last  year  15  coses  of  this  disease,  with  1  death,  were 
reported. 

Measles  have  prevailed  to  some  estent  the  paat  year,  but  a 
great  many  cases  occur  which  are  not  attended  by  a  physician,  and 
thus  are  not  reported.  Much  more  care  should  be  observed  by 
parents  in  such  cases. 

Fifty-two  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  reported.  Of  this 
number  5  were  fatal.  The  board  has  endeavored  to  do  all  it  could 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  which  is  certainly  increasing 
year  by  year.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  plumbing  and  sanitary 
arrangements  were  carefully  inspected ;  and  in  all  cases  the  prem- 
ises were  required  to  be  thoroughly  fumigated.  The  board  still 
follows  the  custom  established  some  years  ago  of  requiring  a 
placard  to  be  placed  upon  the  infected  premises. 

A  statement  relative  to  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  contagioua 
disease  (tuberculosis  and  pleuro-pnenmonia)  among  the  cows  at 
the  establishment  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Lane,  a  milk -producer  doing  busi- 
ness in  Medford,  appears  iu  the  report. 

The  extremely  unfavorable  conditions  for  the  protiuction  of 
good  and  wholesome  railfc  existing  at  this  place  were  made  the 
subject  of  comment  in  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
for  188S  (Supplement,  page  tO-3).  It  would  appear  that  but 
little  if  any  improvement  has  been  made  since  that  time. 


Melrose. 
Over  one  hundred  nuisances  have  been  Investigated  by  the  board 
of  health.  These  have  consisted  of  defective  sink  drains,  over- 
flowing and  offensive  cesspools,  filthy  privy  vaults,  foul-smelling 
pig-pens,  and  premises  where  filth  and  rubbish  had  been  allowed 
to  collect  and  to  become  offensive  to  the  neighborhood.     One  bun- 
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dred  notices  have  been  served,  and  four  second  notices.  In  most 
instances  personal  suggestions  have  been  willingly  carried  out,  and 
in  only  two  cases  has  the  board  been  obliged  to  summon  persons 
to  court. 

Many  portions  of  Melrose,  now  becoming  thickly  settled,  could 
well  dispense  with  those  unmitigated  nuisances,  the  old-fashioned 
privy  and  the  pig-pen,  that,  at  least,  one  might  sleep  at  night  with 
open  windows  without  the  danger  of  breathing  the  offensive  odors 
that  arise  from  these  sources. 

The  number  of  cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  to  the 
board  of  health  for  the  year  was  65,  as  follows:  diphtheria,  17; 
scarlet-fever,  36 ;  typhoid  fever,  10 ;  measles,  1 ;  membranous 
croup,  2. 

MiLLBURT. 

In  the  month  of  July  the  attention  of  the  board  was  called  by 
the  State  Cattle  Commissioners  to  a  case  of  glanders  in  a  horse  in 
the  outskirts  of  the  town.  Acting  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Cattle  Commissioners,  we  caused  the  diseased  horse  to  be  killed 
and  safely  buried,  and  the  infected  premises  cleansed  and  disin- 
fected.    No  extension  of  the  disease  occurred. 

Eleven  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been  reported  to  the  board  dur- 
ing the  year.     No  other  contagious  diseases  have  been  reported. 

The  board  believes  it  for  the  advantage  of  the  town  that  its 
board  should  join  the  "  Massachusetts  Association  of  Boards  of 
Health,'*  whose  objects,  as  stated  in  its  constitution,  are,  '*  the 
advancement  of  sanitary  science  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
the  promotion  of  better  organization  and  co-operation  in  the  local 
boards  of  health,  the  uniform  enforcement  of  sanitary  laws  and 
regulations  ;  **  and,  since  the  board  senses  without  pay,  it  seems 
right  tliat  any  expense  attendant  upon  membership  should  be  met 
by  the  town. 

The  action  of  the  town  at  the  town  meetinjy  holden  in  Januarv 
indicates  that  a  board  of  health  is  regarded  as  a  permanent  insti- 
tution. 

Naiiakt. 

The  town  has  enjoyed  another  3^ear  of  almost  entire  immunit}' 
from  dangerous  contagious  diseases.  Hut  two  cases  were  rei)orted 
to  the  board,  and  in  both  of  these  the  patients  recovered. 

A  careful  examination  was  made  of  all  houses  and  sewer  con- 
nections. In  tiie  more  densely  populated  portion  of  the  town, 
especially  during  the  summer  season,  there  has  been  an  inspection 
of  the  houses  and  premises  twice  a  month.     In  the  whole  town, 
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fifty-one  houses  and  seventy-five  vaults  were  found  in  some  way 
defective.  The  suggestions  for  improvement,  made  by  the  healtli 
officer,  have  been  favorably  received,  our  citizens  realizing  that 
the  alterations  recommended  are  for  their  own  good  as  well  as  for 
the  community  in  general. 

Needham. 

Of  the  contagious  and  infectious  diseases,  diphtheria,  scarlet- 
fever,  typhoid  fever  and  measles  prevailed  to  a  slight  extent  during 
the  year,  but  at  no  time  did  they  become  epidemic.  While  there 
has  been  no  change  in  the  relative  number  of  cases  of  scarlet-fever 
from  last  year  (many  cases  being  reported  as  "  scarlatina,"  but 
all  being  classed  as  scarlet-fever),  the  number  of  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  has  increased  by  two,  and  that  of  diphtheria  one,  which  ter- 
minated fatally. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  total  number  of  these  diseases 
reported  for  the  year  ;  — 


Scarlet-fever, 
Typhoid  fever, 
Measles, 


20      Diphtheriii,  . 
8 
2  Total, 


1 
26 


As  in  previous  years,  the  keeping  of  swine  in  the  town  is  the 
chief  source  of  complaint,  and  the  board  has  found  it  necessary 
to  perform  the  unpleasant  duty  of  appealing  to  the  court  to  abolish 
two  piggeries  after  all  other  measures  had  failed,  and  unless  other 
parties  in  the  same  employment  use  more  care  in  conducting  this 
branch  of  their  business  future  boards  will  be  obliged  to  pursue 
the  same  stringent  measures  to  protect  the  public  from  this  nui- 
sance. For  the  farmer  this  pursuit  is  profitable,  but  to  the  growth 
of  the  town  it  is  detrimental ;  the  interest  of  both  is  mutual. 

NouTH  Adams. 
During  the  past  year  the  town  has  been  unusually  free  from  con- 
tagious diseases.     The  following  table  shows  a  comparison  with 
the  previous  years  :  — 


. 

11488-80. 

1889-00. 

1          1800 

1 

1     Cases 
Keportotl. 

1 

•01. 

Cases 
Reported. 

1 

Fatal. 

1 

Cases 

Keportotl. 

!      30 

Fatal. 

Fatal. 

Typhoid  fever, 

lU 

16 

5 

11 

1 

5 

Scarlet-fever,  . 

28 

0     1 

70 

14 

17 

5 

Diphtheria, 

2 

2 

4 

5 

6 

1 
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«   Naisances  ordered  abated,  151. 

Tbe  question  of  providing  suitable  sewers  for  the  south  part  of 
the  village,  and  particularly  that  part  known  as  the  '*  swamp,"  will 
doubtless  come  before  the  town  at  this  annual  meeting. 

The  deaths  among  the  pupils  in  public  schools  have  been  greatly 
diminished,  although  at  the  same  time  the  number  of  pupils  has 
nearly  doubled. 

In  the  early  years  given  in  the  table  there  were  many  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  fevers,  such  as  would  be  likely  to  result  from  over- 
crowding and  bad  ventilation.     There  are  now  very  few  of  such 

cases. 

NoKTH  Andover. 

There  have  been  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
reported  to  the  board  during  the  past  year.  This  same  disease 
was  very  prevalent  here  in  1881),  and  the  board  would  respectfully 
recommend  that  all  drains  from  sinks,  cesspools  and  vaults  be 
carefully  examined  before  the  coming  summer. 

Plymouth. 

During  the  year  1800  there  have  been  19  deaths  from  consump- 
tion, and  4  from  typhoid  fever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  and  scarlet-fever  and  diphtheria 
reported  to  the  board  for  the  year  arc  as  follows :  typhoid  fever, 
17;  scarlet-fever,  1  ;  diphtheria,  2. 

This  shows  an  alarming  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  and  the  board  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  to  the  fact  that  they  cannot  be  too  careful 
in  regard  to  their  sewerage  ;  and  also  in  drinking  spring  water  to  be 
sure  that  there  is  no  sewer  drainage  near  the  spring,  as  the  board 
feel  confident  that  one  death  in  the  town  during  the  year  resulted 
from  drinking  water  from  a  spring  whose  water  was  saturated 
with  the  drainage  from  a  leaking  sewer. 

I'UOVIN'CKTOWX. 

We  have  been  almost  exempt  from  any  of  the  contagious  and 
infectious  diseases  which  have  prevailed  so  extensively  in  some 
parts  of  New  England.  A  few  cases  of  scarlet-fever  were  re- 
ported during  the  winter  and  spring,  but  they  were  of  an  unusually 
mild  tyi)e,  and  as  every  precaution  was  taken  to  guard  against  its 
spread  it  did  not  prevail  as  an  epidemic.  Typhoid  fever  prevails 
more  or  less  every  year  among  the  more  crowded  portions  of  our 
comnuinitv. 

It  is  a  dillicult  matter  for  the  sanitary  laws  to  be  fully  observed 
where  there  is  so  much  crowding  together ;  especially  is  this  the 
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case  where  we  have  no  system  of  sewerage,  something  that  our 
town  sorely  needs,  and  which  must  come  in  the  near  future. 


QUINCY. 

Number  of  inspections  made,  3,180.  Nuisances  discovered, 
413.     All  but  12  were  abated. 

In  the  list  occurs  frequently  the  mention  of  an  uncleaned  cess- 
pool or  privy  vault.  This  will  be  understood  by  bearing  in  mind 
that  the  custom  is  rapidly  spreading  of  building  houses  in  locali- 
ties where  the  price  of  land  is  moderate,  but  where,  from  the 
swampy  rtature  of  the  soil,  it  is  impossible  to  secure  a  dry  cellar 
or  to  thoroughly  empty  a  cesspool.  We  therefore  make  the  sug- 
gestion that  in  future  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  refuse 
permission  to  build  whenever  the  character  of  the  ground  indicates 
that  the  intended  dwelling  will  be  unfit  for  habitation. 

Cases  of  contagious  diseases  reported  to  the  board  :  diphtheria, 
67;  scarlet-fever,  12;  typhoid  fever,  52;  measles,  6.  Deaths: 
diphtheria,  20 ;  scarlet-fever,  1  ;  typhoid  fever,  7. 

The  cases  of  typhoid  fever  reported  to  the  board,  as  well  as 
those  which  have  come  under  the  treatment  of  the  City  Hospital 
staff,  have  been  almost  without  exception  among  people  who, 
either  through  prejudice,  or  from  necessity,  take  their  supply  from 
a  well.  Di[)htheria  was  also  extremely  prevalent,  in  some  locali- 
ties, constituting  a  veritable  epidemic. 

Rockland. 

During  the  past  year  but  6  cases  of  diphtheria  have  been 
reported,  only  2  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  and  12  cases  of  scarlet- 
fever.  Of  the  cases  of  diphtheria  3  were  fatal ;  of  the  typhoid 
fever  and  scarlet-fever  cases  reported  none  were  fatal,  and  most 
of  those  reported  were  of  a  mild  type. 

There  were  fewer  complaints  of  nuisances  than  have  been  here- 
tofore reported  during  a  year.  In  almost  every  instance  house- 
holders and  property  owners  have  co-operated  with  the  board 
of  health  in  rectifying  and  abolishing  nuisances  wherever  they 
occurred. 

Salem. 

There  have  been  125  cases  of  scarlet-fever  this  year  against  106 
last  year.  The  type  has  generally  been  very  mild,  but  two  ter- 
minated fatally.  There  were  23  cases  of  diphtheria,  7  of  which 
terminated  fatally ;  and  44  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  7  of  them 
fatal. 
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.S  A  Oil's. 

There  were  report*-<l  to  this  lyjard  14  cases  of  sickness  from  con- 
tagious diseases,  of  which  12  were  diphtheria  and  2  scarlet- fever. 

The  introduction  of  a  public  water  supply  increases  very  mate- 
rially the  amount  of  water  used,  and  citizens  mast  not  forget  that 
a  larger  use  of  water  makes  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  amoant 
of  sewacre  to  be  taken  care  of,  and  althongh  their  cesspools  have 
answered  in  tlie  [last,  yet  under  the  new  conditions  either  more 
care  and  frequent  emptyiug  or  an  enlarged  cesspool  is  necessary. 

Sharon.  • 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  was  considerably  in  excess  of  that 
of  the  previous  year,  the  number  reported  having  been  37  as  com- 
pared with  27  for  1889,  an  increase  of  a  little  more  than  one-third. 

To  give  a  fair  and  impartial  rendering  of  the  unusually  large 
death-rate  for  the  past  year,  one  must  be  advised  as  to  the  fact 
that  a  considerable  number  of  the  deaths  registered  (11)  for  18l»0 
were  of  foreign  import,  mostly  invalids  from  other  parts. 

SoMERVILLE. 

Srarlet'/t^ver. — The  year  1890  shows  a  slight  decrease  of  the 
number  of  cases  reported  as  emnpared  with  1881),  there  being  192 
cases  reiKirted  in  1881).  and  but  101  cases  in  181)0.  It  has  con- 
tinued U>  be,  as  in  l^^SD,  of  n  comparatively  mild  type,  there  being 
but  '>  deaths  in  1^1*0  mid  7  in  1881>. 

Warninir  cards  arc  placed  on  the  houses,  and  the  premises  fumi- 
gated nfter  the  termination  of  the  disease. 

iJijthfhert'a.  — There  have  been  1 17  cases  reported  and  21  deaths 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1.'50  cases  reported  and  2S 
deaths  in  l^.sl). 

We  use  warninjjj  cards  and  fumigation  in  dealing  with  this  dis- 
ease, the  same  as  with  scarlet-fever,  and  we  also  have  the  sanitarv 
conditions  of  the  premises  investigated. 

7'//////o/V/-/*e/v/\  — There  has  been  a  nuich  less  number  of  cases  in 
IHIM)  than  in  l«<si),  but  the  disease  has  proved  more  fatal,  there 
being  01  cases  and  7  deaths  in  hS'^l),  and  .'^7  cases  and  10  deaths 
in  1«|H). 

AVe  examine  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  promises,  but  do  not 
use  a  warning  card  or  fumigation. 

SrUINdFIELI). 

In  spite  of  the  severe  epidemic  of  the  grippe,  which  occurred  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  our  death-rate  has  been  but  10.42  per 
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thousand  of  population,  and  deaths  from  contagious  disease, 
excluding  those  from  grippe,  have  been  less  frequent  than  in  pre- 
ceding years. 

Diphtheria  and  croup,  which  last  year  caused  the  deaths  of  89 
persons,  have  this  year  claimed  but  44;  there  were  118  cases 
reported  to  the  board  of  health  against  213  in  the  preceding  year. 
But  25  of  these  213  cases  occurred  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  there  is  no  case  known  to 
exist  in  the  city. 

Scarlet- fever  has  been  more  frequent  than  in  1889,  but  is  gener- 
ally very  mild,  only  7  deaths  resulting  from  it. 

There  have  been  many  cases  of  measles  about  the  city,  but  the 
custom  of  reporting  the  disease  is  not  yet  well  established,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  say  to  what  extent  it  has  prevailed.  There  were 
6  deaths  reported. 

Erysipelas  caused  1  death ;  typhoid  fever,  14 ;  septic  diseases, 
10  ;  and  tuberculosis,  125.  This  last  disease  is  at  present  receiv- 
ing uuich  attention  from  the  physicians  and  sanitarians,  and  at 
some  time  it  will  be  considered  a  part  of  the  duty  of  boards  of 
health  to  undertake  its  control.  It  has  already  been  shown  that  it 
is,  in  a  sense,  contagious ;  that  the  contagiou  exists  in  the  sputum 
of  consumptives,   and  that  such  sputum  ought  to   be   carefully 

destroyed. 

Stoneham. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  case  of  contagious  disease  is  reported.  The 
record  of  the  year  shows  5  cases  of  diphtheria,  1 1  cases  of  scarlet- 
fever,  1  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  prompt  attention  of  the  board  has  been  given  in  each  case 
reported,  and  where  remedies  could  be  applied  they  have  been 
quickly  adopted. 

SWAMrSCOTT. 

During  the  year  we  have  received  and  investigated  all  com- 
plaints brought  to  our  notice,  and  have  received  10  official  notices 
of  contagious  diseases,  consisting  of  8  cases  of  scarlet-fever,  1 
of  diphtheria,  and  1  of  typhoid  fever,  which  proved  fatal.  There 
has  been  only  one  death  from  contagious  diseases  this  last  year, 
and  the  general  health  of  the  town  has  been  good. 

Taunton. 

The  failure  of  the^ sewer  i)roject  has  left  our  city  still  behind  in 
the  march  of  improvement,  and  leaves  a  heavy  responsibility  upon 
the  health  department,  which  it  can  meet  only  in  a  partial  degree. 
In  many  places  the  existing  conditions  must  remain  as  they  are 
until  we  can  obtain  an  efficient  system  of  sewerage. 
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The  board  baa  eucceeduci  in  having  a  complete  overturn  iu  llio 
matter  of  tbc  coUection  of  oight-aoil,  and  the  oonteQts  of  cea»> 
poole.  Three  odorless  excavators  are  now  in  use,  entirely  8U[>er- 
seding  the  old  box  melliod.  The  work  is  now  nil  done  in  the 
daytime,  and  nithout  otfensive  odor,  and  in  a  much  shorter  time. 
By  this  method  cleanliness,  inoSensiveness  and  entire  removiil  are 
secured,  with  safety  and  inodorousueas  of  carriage. 

Waltuam. 

The  few  cases  of  contagious  disease  reported  to  the  board  have 
been  light,  with  one  exception,  and  have  not  spread  beyond  the 
families  in  which  they  first  appeared. 

One  case  of  bovine  tuberculosis  came  to  onr  notice,  ami  one 
cow  in  the  same  herd  in  which  it  occurred  w&a  bought  by  private 
funds,  killed,  and  found  diseased.  One  other  cow  was  quarun- 
tined  and  the  diaeaae  does  not  seem  to  have  extended. 

The  regulations  of  thu  board  have  been  carefully  revised  thia 
year,  the  plumbing  and  drainage  specifications  amplified,  and  the 
whole  published  in  more  convenient  form. 

The  board  of  health  should  lead,  not  follow,  public  opinion  oa 
Banitary  subjects. 

To  protect  the  people  as  far  as  possible  against  the  losses  and 
dangers  attending  the  use  of  milk  or  provisions  in  any  way  in- 
fected or  debased,  we  recommeud  that  the  clerk  of  the  board  of 
health  be  appointed  inspector  of  milk,  also  of  provieiouB  and 
animals  intended  for  slaughter,  aft«r  adoption  of  chapter  hS,  Pob- 
lic  Slntntes. 

We  propose  to  make  some  provision  before  hot  weather  whereby 
sterilized  milk  shall  be  on  sale  under  the  guaranty  of  the  board. 
We  hope  to  perfect  such  arrangements  with  tiie  health  boards  of 
neighboring  towns  that  no  dealer  shall  be  allowed  to  sell  milk  in 
this  city  without  furnishing  satisfactory  proof  that  his  cattle  and 
his  premises  are  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

AVc  are  looking  forward  with  much  pleasure  to  the  completion 
and  general  use  of  our  system  of  sewerage.  The  cesspool  must 
go,  and  may  the  privy  vault  not  linger  long  after  it.  But  our  joy 
in  eonlemplating  this  consnmmatiou  is  somewhat  subdued  by  the 
consideration  that  the  expense  of  the  blessing  will  press  severely 
on  some,  and  that  many  will  resist  its  application  to  themselves. 

We   believe  that  the  time  has  come  when  some  public  action 

should  be  taken  respecting  the  dog  nuisance.     We  unhesitatingly 

take  the  ground  that  no  one  has  tlie  right  to  turn  dogs,  more  IfaAD 

■  other  animals,  loose  on  the  streets. 
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Recommendations,  * 

Setting  off  parks  and  play  grounds. 

Rapid  extension  of  concrete  sidewalks. 

Watering  the  streets  eight  or  nine  months  of  the  year  wherever 
the  citizens  will  co-operate  to  the  extent  of  paying  one-half  the 
cost. 

Removing  and  renovating  the  pest-house. 

Placing  the  collection  of  ashes  again  in  the  hands  of  this  board. 

Adoption  by  the  city  of  the  provisions  of  chapter  58,  Public 
Statutes  (relating  to  inspectors  of  meat,  etc.). 

Appointing  the  agent  of  the  board  of  health  inspector  of  milk. 

Appointing  the  agent  of  the  board  of  health  inspector  of  meat, 
provisions,  animals  intended  for  slaughter,  etc. 

The  adoption  of  the  provisions  of  chapter  74  of  the  Acts  of 
1890  (relating  to  privy  vaults  on  sewered  streets). 

The  adoption  of  an  ordinance  requiring  that  all  dogs  owned  in 
the  city  shall  be  prevented  from  running  at  large. 

Contagious  diseases  reported  to  the  board  of  health  in  1890 : 
diphtheria,  8  ;  typhoid  fever,  27  ;  scarlet-fever,  16  ;  total,  51. 

Ware. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been  less  disease  of  a  contagious 
character  in  town  than  in  many  of  the  preceding  years.  The 
whole  number  of  cases  reported  is  35,  classed  as  follows :  2  cases 
of  diphtheria,  5  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  28  cases  of  scarlet- 
fever.  Of  the  28  cases  of  scarlet-fever  but  one  proved  fatal. 
This  is  a  remarkably  low  percentage  of  deaths  for  that  disease. 
Both  cases  of  diphtheria  died. 

A  large  number  of  cases  of  chicken  pox  occurred  in  the  vicinity 
of  North  and  Vigeant  streets,  and  many  of  the  children  were 
absent  from  school  with  it,  but  on  account  of  the  benign  character 
of  the  disease  the  schools  were  not  closed. 

We  have  had  our  attention  called  again  to  the  nuisance  caused 
by  keeping  swine  within  the  limits  of  the  fire  district.  The  board 
of  health  regulations  say,  "•' No  swine  shall  be  kept  within  the 
limits  of  the  fire  district  unless  the  pens  are  kept  thoroughly  dry 
and  regularly  disinfected  ;  "  and  as  this  practically  means  that  no 
swine  shall  be  kept  within  the  village  limits  at  all,  especially  in 
summer  time,  it  would  be  well  for  all  persons  having  any  to  dis- 
pose of  them  before  the  hot  weather  comes  on. 

Westfield. 
During  the  year  37  cases  of  contagious  diseases  were  reported : 
15  of  diphtheria,  9  of  scarlet-fever,  7  of  measles,  4  of  scarlatina, 
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Abington,  health  of 547 

Accord  Pond,  Hingham 1«W 

Adams,  examination  of  water  from  Bassett  Brook  Reservoir    ....  72 
Advice  of  the  Board  to  cities,  towns,  corporations,  etc.,  upon  water  supply  and 

sewerage 2 

Agawam  Lake,  Stockbridge 251 

Alcohol 448 

Alewife  Brook,  Gloucester 1S2 

Allspice 443 

Amesbury,  health  of 548 

Andover : 

Description  of  water  works 72 

Examination  of  water  from  Haggett's  Pond 73 

Milk  of 441 

Apomorphia 447 

Ashbumham,  examination  of  water  from  Upper  Naukeag  Pond       ...  74 
Ashland : 

Cold  Spring  Brook 76,  77  * 

Milk  of 441 

Reservoir  No.  2,  Boston  Water  Works 84-87 

Reservoir  No.  4,  Boston  Water  Works 78-83 

Ashley  Pond,  Holyoke 154 

Atbol,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal 25 

Attleborough  Fire  District,  examination  of  water 74 

Attleborough,  health  of 548 

Averic  Lake,  Stockbridge 252 

Avon,  description  of  water  works 74 

Ayer,  examination  of  water 75 

Health  of 549 

Bacteria 525 

Baking  powders 432 

Bannister  Brook,  Framingham 147,  148 

Bassett  Brook  Reservoir,  Adams 72 

Beaver  Dam  Brook 29,  94 

Belchertown,  Broad  Brook 246,  247 

Jabish  Brook 249     f 

Belchertown  Reservoir,  Springfield  Water  Works 248 

Belmont,  water  supply  of  (see  Watertown) : 

Health  of 549 

Berlin,  milk  of 441 

Beverly,  health  of 549 

Biological  work 64 

Birch  Pond,  Lynn 184,  186 

Bismuth,  salts  of 452 

Blackstone  River,  examination  of 295 

Below  Qninslgamond  village 296,297 

Below  Worcester  Precipitation  Works 298 

At  Uxbridge 299,  300 

AtMillville 301-303 
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Boston,  water  supply  of,  examination  of : 
Sudbury  River  supply,  — 

Cold  Spring  Brook  at  head  of  Resenrolr  No.  4 76 

Reservoir  No.  4 78 

Reservoir  No.  4  (twenty  feet  beneath  surface) 80 

Reservoir  No.  4  (near  the  bottom) 82 

Upper  end  of  Reservoir  No.  2  in  Ashland 84 

Reservoir  No.  2  in  Framingham 86 

Stony  Brook  at  upper  end  of  Reservoir  No.  3  in  Soathborough      .        .        88 

Reservoir  No.  3  in  Framingham 90 

Farm  Pond  in  Framingham 92 

Cochituate  supply,  — 

Beaver  Dam  Brook  in  Framingham  and  Natick 94 

Pegan  Brook 95 

Dudley  Pond  in  Wayland 96 

LAke  Cochituate  in  Wayland 97 

Chestnut  Hill  Reser\'oir 99 

Parker  Hill  Reservoir 100 

Faucet  in  Boston 101 

South  Boston  Reservoir 103 

Mystic  supply,  — 

Mystic  Lake 103 

College  Hill  Reservoir  and  faucet  in  Everett 106 

'        Jamaica  Pond  supply,  — 

Jamaica  Pond 106 

Boston,  health  of 549 

Hydrophobia  in xxxiv 

Milk  of 397,440 

Mortality  of 469 

Bowditeh,  H.  P.,  M.D.,  The  growth  of  children  studied  by  Oalton's  method 

of  percentile  grades liii,  479 

Boylston,  milk  of 441 

Bradford,  description  of  water  works 108 

Examination  of  water 109 

Health  of 552 

Brandy 448 

Breed's  Pond,  Lynn 182-1S4 

BridiLTewater,  State  Farm  at,  examination  of  water 110 

Bridge wators  Water  Company,  the,  examination  of  water         .        .        .        .110 

Broad  Brook,  Belchcrtown 246,  247 

Brockton,  examination  of  water: 

Salisbury  Brook Ill 

Storage  Reservoir 112-119 

Health  of 553 

Milk  of 399,  410 

Mortality  of 473 

Brookiield,  examination  of  water 120 

Brookiine,  examination  of  water: 

Filter  gallery 120 

Distributing  reservoir 120-122 

Iliirli-serviee  tank 122 

Buck  master  Pond,  Dedham,  Norwood  Water  Works        ....       215-217 

Bureham's  Brook,  Springfield 2.>0 

Butler 432,  435 
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Cambridge,  examination  of  water : 

Fresh  Pond 128-125 

Stony  Brook  Storage  Reservoir 33,  125-127 

Heights  of  water  in  pond  and  reservoir 128 

Health  of 663 

Hydrophobia xxxiv 

Milk  of 398,440 

Mortality  of 470 

Canned  foods 433 

Canton,  health  of 554 

Cape  Pond,  Rockport 226,  227 

Cassia 433 

Cayenne 433 

Charles  River,  examination  of : 

AtMilford 303 

At  Newton 214 

At  South  Natick 304 

AtWaltham 261 

At  Watertown 264 

Chaubunagnngamang  Lake,  Webster 268 

Channcy  Pond,  Westboroagh 270 

Chebacco  ponds,  Essex 137 

Cheese 432,436 

Chelmsford,  milk  of 441 

Chelsea,  health  of 554 

Milk  of 399,440 

Mortality  of 472 

Chestnut  Hill  Reservohr,  Boston  Water  Works 99 

Chicopee,  health  of ' 555 

Hydrophobia  in xxxiv 

Milk  of 444 

Chicopee  Falls  Fire  District,  examination  of  water : 

Chicopee  River  at  Chicopee  Falls 128 

Cooley  Brook,  Chicopee 129 

Poor  Brook,  Chicopee 130 

Chicopee  River,  examination  of 128, 129 

Children,  the  growth  of,  studied  by  Galton's  method  of  percentile  grades, 

H.  P.  Bowditch,  M.D lili,  479 

Chloral  hydrate 448 

Chlorine  as  Evidence  of  pollution  of  water 28 

Chlorine,  normal,  special  investigations  as  to 28 

Chloroform 448 

Cinchona  alkaloid  salts 447 

Citrate  of  iron  and  quinine 448 

Clinton,  examination  of  water 130 

Health  of 555 

Milk  of 441 

Cloves 438 

Cocoa 432 

Cocoa  butter 452 

Coffee 432,437 

Cohasset  Water  Company,  examination  of  water : 

Tubular  wells 130 

Distributing  reservoir 131 

Cold  Spring  Brook,  Ashland 75 

Cold  Spring,  Williamstown 277 
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Color  of  water 33 
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Concord,  milk  of 441 
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Connecticut  River,  examination  of 304 

Consumption,  mortality  from        .        .        .        .  ^ 462 

Cooley  Brook,  Chicopee 129 

Cordavillc,  milk  of 441 
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Examination  of  water 132 
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Milk  of 441 
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Davenport,  Dr.  B.  F.,  report  on  drugs 447 

Report  on  food 435 

Report  on  milk 439 
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Deaths  under  live  years  reported 461 

Diarrh(£al  diseases,  mortality  from 464 

Dike's  Brook  Reservoir,  Gloucester 150-152 
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At  Montgomery',  Dr.  Jackson's  report x 

At  Kapthampton,  Dr.  Jackson's  report xii 
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Drugs 420 

Report  on,  Dr.  B.  F.  Davenport 447 
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Faliiioutb,  examination  of  water 138 

Falulah  Reservoir,  Fitchburg 143,  144 

Farm  Pond,  Framingham 92 

Feeble-minded,  Massachusetts  School  for,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply,  8 
Filter  tank  No.  1,  experiments  with  sewage  and  coarse  sand  ....  36 
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Filter  tank  No.  G,  experiments  with  sewage  and  coarse  and  fine  sand  and  fine 

gravel 47 

Filter  tank  No.  7,  experiments  with  sewage  and  filter  having  a  covering  of 

soil  and  loam 48 

Filter  tank  No.  14,  cxi)criments   with  sewage  and  coarse  sand  with  tight 

cover 48 

Filter  tank  No.  15a,  experiments  w^h  sewage  and  coarse  gravel  stones    .        .       60 
Filter  tanks  No.  17a  and  No.  li>,  experiments  with  sewage  and  sand  of  in- 
termediate fineness,  one  having  marble  dust  added        ....        51 
Filter  tank  No.  25,  experiments  with  sewage  &m\  gravel  and  coarse  sand, 

and  loam  from  cemetery  and  carcass  of  a  dog 53 

Filter  tanks  No.  26  to  No.  31,  experiments  with  sewage  and  gravel  and  sand  .  54 
Filter  tank  No.  8,  experiments  with  sewage  and  fine  gravel  and  coarse  and  fine 

sand  (city  water) 58 

Filter  tank  No.  18a,  experiments  with  sewage  and  coarse  and  fine  gravel 

stones 61 

Fines  under  food  and  drug  acts 427 

Fiichburg,  examination  of  water: 

Falulah  Reservoir 143,  144 

Overlook  Reservoir 111,142 

Scott  Reservoir 138-140 

Height  of  water  in  reser>*oirs 144 

Health  of 657 

Hydrophobia  in xxxvi 

Milk  of 31K) 

Mortality  of 474 

Five-mile  Pond,  Springfield 250 

Flow  of  streams  .  . 330 

Food  and  drug  inspection 1,375 

NumlKjr  of  samples  examined,  375 ;  summary  of  work  of  previous  years,  377 ; 
food,  378;  articles  of  food  examined,  379;  artificial  coloring  of  vegetables 
with  sulphate  of  copper,  379 ;  cities  and  towns  to  which  notices  were  sent  on 
account  of  adulterated  articles  of  food,  382 ;  inspection  of  pork,  382 ;  regu- 
lations for  the  inspection  of  salted  pork  and  bacon  for  export,  383 ;  regula- 
tions for  the  inspection  of  live  stock  and  their  products,  390 ;  milk,  396 ;  milk 
of  cities,  397 ;  milk  of  known  purity,  401 ;  drugs,  420 ;  prosecutions,  423 ; 
summary,  426;  fines,  427;  expenditures,  428. 

Food,  Dr.  B.  F.  Davenport's  report 435 

Dr.  Charles  Harrington's  report 431 

Molasses,  vinegar,  cream  of  tartar,  431;  butter,  cheese,  maple  syrup, 
honey,  sugar,  confectionery,  tea,  coffee,  cocoa,  olive  oil,  baking  powders, 
soda,  432 ;  lard,  black  pepper,  white  pepper,  cloves,  cayenne,  mace,  gin- 
ger, mustard,  cassia,  allspice,  canned  food,  433 ;  miscellaneous,  434. 

Forest  River,  Salem 201 

Foxborough,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply 4 

Examination  of  water 145 

Water  Supply  District,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply         ...         6 
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Advice  of  Board  as  to  anderdrain 23 

Examination  of  water,  — 
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Farm  Pond 92 

Filter  gallery 146 

Reservoir  No.  2 8& 

Reservoir  No.  3 90 

Underdrain 149 
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Falling-mill  Pond,  Hingham 153 

Gardner,  health  of ri58 
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Examination  of  water 150 
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Dike's  Brook  Reservoir 150 
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Milk  of 400,440 
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Glycerine 452 

Ooessmann,  Prof.  C.  A.,  report  on  milk 444 

Grafton,  milk  of 441 

Gravel  stones,  effect  of  sewage  filtration  through 34 

Great  Pond,  Weymouth 271 

Greenfield,  milk  of 441,  444 

Ilagf^ett's  Pond,  Andover 73 

Harrington,  Dr.  C,  report  on  food 431 

Harvard,  milk  of 441 

Haverhill,  examination  of  water  from  Kenoza  Lake 1.53 

Health  of 559 

Milk  of 399,  440 

Mortality  of 472 

Haynes  Reservoir,  Leominster 175-178 

Health  of  towns liii.  .'>47 
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Higher  Brook,  Ludlow 245,  246 

Hingham,  examination  of  water : 

Accord  Pond 153 

Fulling-mill  Pond 153 

Milk  of 441 

Hinsdale  Fire  District,  examination  of  water 154 

Hobart's  Pond,  Whitman 274,  276 

Holbrook,  water  supply  of.    See  Randolph. 

Holliston,  milk  of 442 
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Holyoke,  examination  of  water : 

Wright  and  Ashley  Ponds 164 

Faucet  in  Holjoke 155 

Health  of 660 

Hydrophobia  in xxxi? 

Milk  of 444 

Honey 432 

Hoosac  River,  examination  of y      .        .        .        .      305 

Horn  Pond,  Wobum 283-286 

Housatonic  River,  examination  of 306,  307 

Hudson,  examination  of  water 157 

Health  of        ... 560 

Hyde  Park,  examination  of  water 160 

Health  of 661 

Milk  of 441 
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Ipswich,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply 3 

Examination  of  water 161 

Jabish  Brook,  Belchertown 249 

Jackson,  Dr.  H.,  report  on  diphtheria  at  Montgomery x 

Report  on  diphtheria  at  Easthampton .'      xii 

Jamaica  Pond,  analyses  of  water 31,106 

Jones  River,  Kingston 162 

Eenoza  Lake,  Haverhill I53 

Kingston,  examination  of  water  from  Jones  River 162 

Konkapot  Brook,  Stockbridge "     .        .      251 

Laboratory  work  at  experiment  station,  summary  of 63 

Lancaster,  milk  of 442 

Lard 433 

Lawrence : 

Examination  of  water, — 

Distributing  Reservoir 167-169 

Faucet  at  Lawrence  Experiment  Station 170-173 

Force  main 165, 166 

Merrimack  Rfver        . "      .        .       163,  164 

Flow  of 174,331 

Experiment  station,  work  at 34 

Hydrophobia  in xxxii 

Milk  of 398,440 

Mortality  of 471 

Lemon  juice 438,  462 

Lenox,  examination  of  water I74 

Leominster,  examination  of  water 175-179 

Hydrophobia  in xxxii 

Lexington,  advice  of  Board  as  to  seifage  disposal 19 

Milk  of 442 
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Long  rond,  Tyngsborough 257 

Lowell,  exaniination  of  water  from  Merrimack  River 179 

Ilydropbobia  in xxxil 

Milk  of 397,440 

Mortality  of 469 

Ludlow,  Higber  Brook 24.%  246 

Ludlow  Reservoir,  Springfield  Water  Works 233-244,  247 

Lung  diseases,  acute,  mortality  from 463 

Lynde  Brook  Reservoir,  Worcester  Water  Works 2S6-28S 

Lynn,  examination  of  water: 

Breed's  Pond 182-184 

Birch  Pond 184-186 

Glen  Lewis  Pond 187-189 

Waldcn  Pond 189-191 

Canal 192 

'    Reservoirs 33 

Heigbt  of  water  in  ponds  and  reservoirs 192 

Health  of iiGl 

Milk  of 398,440 

Mortality  of 470 

Lynnfield,  cxaudnation  of  water : 

Piiiing's  Pond 193 

Suntaug  Lake         .   ' 194 

Mace 433 

Malarial  fever,  mortality  from 467 

Maiden,  examination  of  water: 

Spot  Pond 19,') 

Height  of  water 1U8 

Wells  at  Eaton'8  Meadows 198 

Doleful  Pond,  Stonebam 199 

Health  of 562 

Hydrophobia  in xxxiv 

Milk  of 399,  4t0 

Mortality  of 474 

Manchester,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply 14 

Exaniination  of  water  from  Saw-mill  Brook 191^ 

Maple  sugar 432,  437 

Maple  syrup 432,  t37 

Marblehead,  description  of  water  works 200 

Exaniination  of  water  from  wells 201 

Forest  River,  Salem 201 

Marblehead  Water  Company 2."»2 

Marlborough,  examination  of  water  from  Lake  Williams  ....      202,  203 

Milk  of 400,  441 

Marshfield : 

Water  supply  of  Brant  Rock,  description  of  works 204 

Examination  of  well 204 

Maynard,  health  of ;Vi2 

Measles,  mortality  from 466 

Medford,  health  of .562 

Hydrophobia  in xxxiv 

Milk  of 441 

Water  supply.     See  Maiden. 
Medical  examiners'  returns xlix 
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Melrose,  health  of 663 

Hydrophobia  in xxxiv 

Wilier  supply.    See  Maiden. 
Merrimack  River,  examination  of  (  see  Lawrence  and  Lowell) : 

Flow  of 174, 331 

Middleron  Pond,  Middleton 133 

Mil  ford,  hydrophobia  in xxxli 

Milk 396 

Of  cities,  397 ;  of  known  purity,  401-419. 

Keport  of  Dr.  B.  F.  Davenport 439 

Kcport  of  Dr.  C.  P.  Worcester 440 

Report  of  Prof.  C.  A.  Goessmann 444 

Mill;,  condensed 438 

Millhiirv,  health  of 564 

Mi  1  River,  exuminution  of,  at  Taunton 313 

Mi  is,  Iliram  F.,  A.M.,  C.E.,  typhoid  fever  in   its  relation   to  water  sup- 
plies  Hi,  525 

Molasses 431,437 

MoMSon,  State  Primary  School,  examination  of  water 205 

Montiigiie,  Lake  Pleasant 205 

M'Mjigoinery,  Dr.  Jackson's  report  on  diphtheria  at x 

Mortality,  weekly  reports  of  cities  and  towns xlix,456 

(ieneral  summary,  458;  total  deaths,  400;  deaths  under  five  years,  4G1; 
consumption,  462;  acute  lung  diseases,  463;  typhoid  fever,  464;  dijir- 
rha'al  diseases,  464;  scarlet-fever,  465;  measles,  466;  diphtheria  and 
croup,  406 ;  whooping-cough,  erysipelas,  puerperal  fever,  malarial  fever 
and  small-pox,  467;  mortality  of  cities,  467;  Boston,  Worcester,  Lowell, 
409 ;  Fall  River,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  470 ;  Lawrence,  Springfield,  New  Bed- 
ford, 471 ;  Salem,  Chelsea,  Haverhill,  472;  Brockton,  Taunton,  Glouces- 
ter, 473 ;  Newton,  ^lalden,  Fitchburg,  474 ;  Waltham,  Pittsfield,  Quincy, 
Newbury  port,  475. 

Mustard 433,436 

Mystic  Lake,  Boston  Water  Works 103-105 

Nuhant,  health  of 564 

Nantucket,  examination  of  water  from  Wannacomet  Pond       ....      206 

Nashua  River,  examination  of 308,309 

Naiick,  examination  of  water  from  Dug  Pond 207 

Milk  of 441 

Naukeag  Pond,  Upper,  Ashburnham 74 

Need  ham,  description  of  water  works 209 

Health  of 565 

yi  llKOl.         .         •         .         .         .         .         .         .         .         .         .         .         .       44  w 

Neponset  River,  examination  of 311,  312 

New  Bedford,  examination  of  water 210,211 

Hydrophobia  in xxxii 

Milk  of 398 

Mortality  of 471 

Newburyport,  milk  of 400,  441 

Mortality  of 475 

Newton,  examination  of  water : 

Water  works 212 

Filter  basin 212 

Wells 213 

Charles  River 214 

Milk  of 399,441 
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Springfield,  examination  of  water  —  concluded. 

Broad  Brook,  Belchertown 246,  247 

Faucet  in  Springfield 24S 

Belchertown  RcBervoir 24S 

Well  at  Ludlow  Reservoir 248 

Jabish  Brook,  Belchertown 249 

Five-mile  Pond .  2.")0 

Burchums  Brook 250 

Drinking  Ibuntains 250 

Health  of 56S 

Milk 444 

Mortality  of 471 

Spring  Pond,  Peabofly 218 

State  Farm,  Bridge  water,  water  supply  of 110 

State  Primary  School,  diphtheria  at xl 

KxaminatioTi  of  water 205 

Stearns,   Frederic  P.,  suggestions  as    to  the  selection  of  sources  of  water 

supply 335 

Sterling,  milk  of 4 12 

Stockhridge,  examination  of  water: 

Faucet 251 

Lake  Agawam 251 

Konkapot  Brook 251 

Lake  Averic 252 

Stockbridge  Water  Company,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply    ...  6 
Stoneham,  water  supply  of  (  see  Wakelield) : 

Health  of 569 

Milk  of 441 

Stony  Brook,  SouthlK>rough,  Boston  Water  Works hS.  232 

Stony  Brook  Reservoir,  Cambridge  Water  Works 125-127 

Stow,  milk  of 442 

Streams,  How  of :-J3<» 

Sudbury,  milk  of 142 

Sudbury  River  (  see  Boston,  water  supply  of) : 

Flow  of 330.  331 

Sugar      ...............  132 

Suggestions  a>  to  the  selection  of  sources  of  water  supply,  Frederic  P.  Stearns,  335 
Summary  of  water  supjily  st^itistlcs ;   also  records  of  rainfall  and  flow  of 

streams 315 

SuTitaug  Lake,  Lynnficld 101 

Swamp.-cott,  examination  of  water 252 

Health  of ft^i» 

ovni|3*        •        •        ■        •        •        •        •        ■        •        ■        •        •        •        •tkl^ 

Tatnuck  Brook  Reservoir,  Worcester  Water  Works 2SS-2lX^ 

Taunton,  examination  of  water: 

Filter  basin 253 

Taunton  River 255 

Well 257 

Mill  River 313 

Health  of 5t59 

Hydrophobia  in xxxii 

Milk  of    .............        •      3^^^) 

Mortality  of 473 

Taunton  River,  examination  of 255,  256 

Tea 432.437 
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Ten-mile  River,  examination  of 313 

Town  Brook,  Quincy 220,  221 

Triubinosis  at  Stoneham xxxix 

At  Huntington xxxix 

Turner's  F'alla  Fire  District,  examination  of  water     > 205 

Turner's  Falls,  milk  of 444 

Tynjrsl>orough,  examination  of  water  from  Tyngs  Pond 257 

Long  Pond 257 

Typhoid  fever  in  Massachusetts xxii 

In  cities  of  Massachusetts,  xxiv ;  at  Sturtevant  works,  xxv;  on  a  milk 
route,  xxvi. 

Mortality  firom 464 

l  yphoid  fever  in  its  relation  to  water  supplies,  Hiram  F.  Mills,  A.M.,  C.E.       lii,  525 

Untlerdrain  of  Framingham  sewer,  advice  as  to 23 

Analyses  of  effluent  of 29 

Uxbridge,  diphtheria  at xix 

Vanilla  extract 438 

Vinegar 431,436 

Vital  statistics,  registration  of xlvii 

Wakotield  and  Stoneham,  examination  of  water : 

Crystal  Lake  .        .      * 258 

Faucet  in  Wakefield 259 

Spring  in  Boyntonville 259 

Wakelield,  milk  of 441,  442 

Waldcn  Pond,  Lynn 189-191 

Wallace  Pond,  Gloucester 152 

Waltham,  examination  of  water : 

Filler  basin 260 

Distributing  Reservoir 260 

Well 260 

Charles  River 261 

Health  of 570 

Milk  of 400,441,412 

Mortality 475 

Wannacomet  Pond,  Nantucket 20*5 

Ware,  examination  of  water  from  well 261 

Distributing  Reservoir 262 

Health  of 571 

Milk  of 444 

Warren,  milk  of 442 

Wn:^hington,  examination  of  water 262 

Water,  distilled 448 

Wat<?r,  intermittent  filtration  of,  experiments 59 

Water  supply  and  sewerage,  advice  to  cities,  towns,  corporations,  etc.      .        .  li,  2 

Water  supply,  suggestions  as  to  the  selection  of  sources  of,  Frederic  P.  Stearns,  335 

Water  supply  statistics,  summary  of 315 

Water  supplies,  examination  of 27 

Explanatory  note 69 

Typhoid  fever  in  its  relation  to 525 

Watertown  and  Belmont,-water  supply  of,  examination  of  : 

Filter  gallery 263 

Faucet 263 

Charles  River 264 
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Watertown*  hydrophobia  in xxxiii 

Milk  of 441 

Wayland,  examination  of  water  from  filter  gallery 2&4 

Distributing  Reservoir 266 

,  Dudley  Pond       .        .     * 96 

Lake  Cochituate 97 

Milk  of 442 

Webster,  advice  of  Board  as  to  water  supply 13 

Examination  of  water,  — 

,  Lake  Chaubunagnngamaug 268 

Ramshom  Pond,  Dudley 1268 

I  Wellesley,  examination  of  water  from  filter  basin 269 

Williams  Spring 269 

Wenham  Lake,  Salem  Water  Works 223-230 

Westborough,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal IS 

Examination  of  water  fW)m  Sandra  Pond,  — 

Faucet 270 

ChauncyPond 270 

Westfield,  health  of 571 

Milk  of 444 

West  Springfield,  examination  of  water 271 

Hydrophobia  in     .        . xxxvi 

West  Springfield  Aqueduct  Company 271 

Weymouth,  examination  of  water  from  Great  Pond 271 

Whitman,  advice  of  Board  as  to  sewage  disposal 20 

Examination  of  water  from  filter  gallery 272-274 

HobartsPond 274-276 

Whiskey 448 

Whooping-cough,  mortality  from 4^7 

Williams  I^ke,  Mariborough 202,  203 

Williams  Spring,  Wellesley  Waterworks 269 

Williamstown,  examination  of  water  from  Cold  Spring 277 

Williston  Pond,  Kasthampton 136 

Wiltdii  Brook,  Easthampton 13G 

Winchester,  exiiniination  of  water 277-'2^'^ 

Spring 2Si.» 

.Wines 451 

WintLrop,  advice  of  Board  as  to  deposits  of  offensive  matter  in  flats  and  coves  .        22 

Advice  of  Board  as  to  additional  sewers 22 

Wolmrn,  examination  of  water : 

Filter  gallery 281,  2S2 

Horn   Pond 283-2H.'. 

Distributing  Reservoir 286 

Health  of 572 

Hydrophobia  in xxxiv 

Milk  of 44U,  441 

Worcester,  examination  of  water : 

Leicester  supply,  Lynde  Brook  Reservoir 28G-2S'S 

Hoklen  supply,  Tatnuck  Brook  Reservoir 288-200 

Heights  of  water  in  reservoirs 2i>l 

Health  of 572 

Hydrophobia  in xxxvi i 

Milk  of 397,  441 

Mortality  of 469 

Sewage 295 

Worcester,  Dr.  C.  P.,  report  on  milk 440 

Wright  Pond,  llolyoke 154 
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